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/  PLAIN   TRUTH; 

OR 

SERIOUS    CONSIDERATIONS 

OK 

THE  PRESENT  STATE  OP  THE  CITY  OF  PfflLADELPHIA 
AND   PROVINCE   OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 

BY  A  TRADESMAN  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


Capt4  mbe^  nihil  fit  nliqni  Tiotis.  Bed,  per  deos  immortalei,  yos  ego 
ippeUo,  qui  semper  domoe,  idllasy  ngna,  tabulu  yeatias,  [tant»  estimationifl] 
ftebtu;  ri  iita,  cnjiueiimqiie  modi  lint,  que  amplezunmi,  retinere,  n  Tolop- 
tatibns  yestris  otiam  prebeie  ynltis;  expergitcimini  aliquando,  et  capesdte 

rempublicam.  Non  agitur  [nunc] de  ■ocionim  injuriii ;  UhertoB  et  anima 

noftni  in  dabio  est Dnz  hostiom  cum  ezercitn  supra  capnt  est.    Vos 

conctamini  etiam  nanc,et  dabitatis  quid ftciatis? Scilicet  res  ipsa 

aspera  est,  sed  yos  non  timetis  earn.  Imo  yero  mazime ;  sed  inertia  et  molIiti& 
animi,  alius  atinm  ezspectantes,  cunctamini;  yidelicet  diis  inmiortalibus  confisi, 
qui  hano  rempublieam  in  mazimis  sespe  periculis  senrayere.  ^cn  votiSf  neqtie 
siq/pUeiu  mMUtMbus,  anaSia  dtorum  partrntur ;  yigilando,  agendo,  bene  eon- 
suiendo,  prospere  omnia  oedont  Ubi  sooordis  te  atque  ignayie  tradideris, 
nequicqoam  deos  implaies;  iiati  infestique  sunt 

K.  POK.  GATO|  in  lALLUST. 


The  precise  date  of  the  publication  of  this  tract  is  not  known. 
Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Euhgium  on  Franklin,  speaks  of  it  as  follows. 
''  In  1744  a  Spanish  priyateer,  haying  entered  the  Bay  of  Delaware, 
ascended  as  high  as  Newcastle,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia.  On  this  occasion  Franklin  wrote  his  first  political 
pamphlet,  called  Plain  Truth,  to  exhort  his  fellow-citizens  to 
the  bearing  of  anns ;  which  laid  the  foundation  of  those  military 
associations,  which  Mowed  at  different  times  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.''  From  this  paragraph  it  has  been  inferred,  that  the 
pamphlet  first  appeared  in  the  year  1744;  but  it  probably  was  not 
published  till  a  year  or  two  afterwards.  The  first  edition  I  have 
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never  seen,  but  there  are  several  copies  of  the  second  edition  in 
the  public  libraries  of  Philadelphia,   '*  printed  in  the  year  1747." 
Considering  the  effect  produced  on  the  public  mind  by  this  pam- 
phlet, it  is  not  likely  that  so  long  a  space  as  three  years  elapsed  * 
before  a  second  edition  was  called  for. 

The  following  are  Dr.  Franklin's  remarks  upon  this  subject,  con- 
tained in  the  part  of  his  Memoirs  written  near  the  close  of  his 
life. 

"  With  respect  to  defence,  Spain  having  been  several  years  at 
war  against  Great  Britain,  and  being  at  length  joined  by  France, 
which  brought  us  into  great  danger;  and  the  labored  and  long- 
continued  endeavour  of  our  Governor,  Thomas,  to  prevail  with  our 
duaker  Assembly  to  pass  a  militia  law,  and  make  other  provisions 
for  the  security  of  the  province,  having  proved  abortive ;  I  proposed 
to  try  what  might  be  done  by  a  voluntary  subscription  of  the 
people.  To  promote  this,  I  first  wrote  and  published  a  pamphlet, 
entitled  Plain  Truth,  in  which  I  stated  our  helpless  flitnatkm  in 
strong  lights,  with  the  necessity  of  union  and  discipline  for  our 
defence,  and  promised  to  propose  in  a  few  days  an  association, 
to  be  generally  signed  for  that  purpose.  The  pamphlet  had  a 
sudden  and  surprising  eiieet*  I  was  called  upon  for  the  instm^ 
ment  of  association;  having  settled  the  draft  of  it  with  a  ftw 
friends,  I  appointed  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  in  the  large  build- 
ing before  mentioned.  The  house  was  pretty  full ;  I  had  prepared 
a  number  of  printed  copies,  and  provided  pens  and  ink  dispersed 
all  over  the  room.  I  harangved  them  a  Kttle  <m  ths  Mbyect,  read 
the  paper,  explained  it,  and  then  distributed  the  copies,  which 
were  eagerly  signed,  not  the  least  objection  being  made.  When 
the  company  separated,  and  the  papers  were  collected,  we  found 
above  twelve  hundred  signatures ;  and,  other  copies  being  dispersed 
in  the  country,  the  subscribers  amounted  at  length  to  upwards  of 
ten  thousand.  These  all  furnished  themselves  as  soon  as  they 
could  with  arms,  formed  themselves  into  companies  and  regiments, 
chose  their  own  officers,  and  met  every  week  to  be  instructed  in 
the  manual  exercise,  and  other  parts  of  military  discipline.  The 
women,  by  subscriptions  among  themselves,  provided  silk  colors, 
which  they  presented  to  the  companies,  painted  with  different  de- 
vices and  mottos,  which  I  supplied. 

**  The  officers  of  the  companies  composing  the  Philadelphia  regi- 
ment, being  met,  chose  me  for  their  colonel;  but,  conceiving 
myself  unfit,  I  declined  that  station,  and  recommended  Mr.  Law- 
rence, a  fme  person,  and  a  man  of  influence^  who  was  accordingly 
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ippoiajted  i  tbea  jKopoaed  a  lottery  to  defray  the  expense  of 
biuldiog  a  battery  below  <ihe  town,  and  fiimialied  with  cannon. 
It  filled  expedkioualy,  and  the  battery  was  soon  erected,  the  meiw 
Ions  being  framed  of  logs  and  filled  with  earth.  We  bought  some 
old  cannon  firom  Boston ;  but,  these  not  being  sufficient,  we  wrote 
to  London  for  more,  soliciting  at  the  same  time  our  proprietaries 
for  sone  assistance,  though  without  much  expectation  of  obtain* 

ing  it     Meanwhile  Colonel  Lawrence,  Allen,  Abraham 

Taylor,  Esquires,  and  myself,  were  sent  to  New  York  by  the  asso- 
ciators,  commissioned  to  borrow  some  cannon  of  Governor  Clinton. 
He  at  first  refiised  us  peremptorily;  but  at  a  dinner  with  his 
Council,  where  there  was  great  drinking  of  Madeira  wine,  as  the 
custom  of  that  place  then  was,  he  softened  by  degrees,  and  said 
he  would  lend  us  six.  After  a  few  more  bumpers  he  advanced  to 
ten;  and  at  length  he  very  good-naturedly  conceded  eighteen. 
They  were  fine  cannon,  eighteen  pounders,  with  their  carriages, 
which  were  soon  transported  and  mounted  on. our  batteries;  where 
the  associators  kept  a  nightly  guard  while  the  war  lasted ;  and, 
among  the  rest,  I  regularly  took  my  turn  of  duty  there,  as  a  com- 
mon soldier." 

The  pamphlet  was  translated  into  German,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  circulated  among  the  German  population  in  Pennsylvania. 
An  answer  to  it,  entitied  Nkcebsa&y  Tbqtb,  and  written  upon 
the  Quaker  principles  of  aon-resistaiiee,  was  published  in  1748. 
Dr.  Mease  has  examined  the  files  of  Franklin's  Pennsyhama  Qor 
zeUe,  and  other  records  in  Philadelphia,  relating  to  the  period  in 
question,  and  is  satisfied,  that  the  first  edition  of  Plain  Truth 
did  not  appear  before  1746  or  1747.  In  the  latter  year  are  found 
accounts  of  the  meetings  of  the  associators,  their  firings  and  marcb- 
ings,  and  other  military  di^ays;  as  also  the  devices  and  mottos 
of  the  several  flags  presented  by  the  ladies.  The  celebrated  Gil- 
bert Tennent,  then  resident  in  Philadelphia,  inculcated  the  doc- 
trines of  Plain  Tbvth  firom  the  pulpit ;  particularly  in  a  sermon 
On  the  Lawfuiness  of  Defensive  War,  published  in  the  year  1747. 

As  a  characteristic  trait  of  Franklin,  to  enforce  precepts  and 
instructions  by  emblematical  signs,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  the 
second  edition  of  Plain  Truth  is  adorned  by  a  wood-cut  repre- 
senting the  fable  of  Hercules  and  the  Wagoner,  Hercules  sits  en- 
throned on  a  cloud,  with  one  arm  resting  on  his  club ;  three  horses 
are  strug^ing  in  vain  to  drag  a  heavily  loaded  wagon  from  a  slough; 
and  the  wagoner  is  on  his  knees,  with  uplifted  hands,  impk>ring 
the  aid  of  Hercules.    Houses  and  trees  are  in  the  back  ground. 
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The  design  and  the  wood-cut  are  not  badly  executed.  At  the 
bottom  is  a  part  of  the  motto  inserted  in  the  title-page;  iVofi  votis, 
neque  suppUeiis  muUAribus,  ouxiKa  deorupt  par^mficr.— EIditor. 


It  is  ssdd,  the  wise  Italians  make  this  proverbial 
remark  on  our  nation,  viz.  "The  English  feely  but  they 
do  not  seeJ^  That  is,  they  are  sensible  of  inconven- 
iences when  they  are  present,  but  do  not  take  suf- 
ficient care  to  prevent  them;  their  natural  courage 
makes  them  too  little  apprehensive  of  danger,  so  that 
they  are  often  surprised  by  it,  unprovided  of  the  proper 
means  of  security.  When  it  is  too  late,  they  are  sen- 
sible of  their  imprudence;  after  great  fires,  they  pro- 
vide buckets  and  engmes;  after  a  pestilence,  they 
think  of  keepmg  clean  their  streets  and  common- 
sewers;  and  when  a  town  has  been  sacked  by  their 
enemies,  they  provide  for  its  defence,  &c  This  kmd 
of  after-wisdom  is  indeed  so  common  with  us,  as  to 
occasion  the  vulgar,  though  very  significant  saying, 
When  the  steed  is  stoleriy  you  shut  the  stable  door. 

But  the  more  insensible  we  generally  are  of  public 
danger  and  indifferent  when  warned  of  it,  so  much 
the  more  freely,  openly,  and  earnestly,  ought  such  as 
apprehend  it  to  speak  their  sentiments;  that,  if  pos- 
sible, those  who  seem  to  sleep  may  be  awakened,  to 
thmk  of  some  means  of  avoiding  or  preventing  the 
mischief,  before  it  be  too  late. 

Believmg,  therefore,  that  it  is  my  duty^  I  shall  hon- 
estly speak  my  mmd  in  the  following  paper. 

War,  at  this  time,  rages  over  a  great  part  of  the 
known  world;  our  newspapers  are  weekly  fiUed  with 
fi^sh  accounts  of  the  destruction  it  everywhere  occa- 
sions. Pennsylvania,  indeed,  situate  in  the  centre  of 
the  colonies,  has  hitherto  enjoyed  profoimd  repose; 
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and  though  our  nation  b  engaged  in  a  bloody  war, 
with  two  great  and  pow^iul  kingdoms,  yet,  defended, 
in  a  great  degree,  from  the  French,  on  the  one  hand, 
by  the  northern  proyhces,  and  from  the  Spaniards,  on 
the  other,  by  the  southern^  at  no  small  expense  to 
each,  our  people  haye,  till  lately,  slept  securely  in 
their  habitations. 

There  is  no  British  colony,  excepting  this,  but  has 
made  some  kind  of  provision  for  its  defence;  many 
pf  them  haye  therefore  never  been  attempted  by  an 
finemy;  and  others,  that  were  attacked,  have  gener- 
ally defended  themselves  with  success.  The  length 
and  difficulty  of  our  bay  and  river  have  been  thought 
so  effectual  a  security  to  us,  that  hitherto  no  means 
have  been  entered  mto,  that  might  discourage  an  at* 
tempt  upon  us,  or  prevent  its  succeedmg. 

But,  whatever  security  this  might  have  been  while 
both  country  and  city  wa^e  poor,  and  the  advantage 
to  be  expected  scarce  worth  the  hazard  of  an  attempt, 
it  is  now  doubted,  whether  we  can  any  longer  safely 
depend  upon  it.  Our  wealth,  of  late  years  much  in- 
creased, is  one  strong  temptation,  our  defenceless  state 
another,  to  mduce  an  enemy  to  attack  us;  while  the 
acquaintance  they  have  lately  gained  vnth  our  bay  and 
river,  by  means  of  the  prisoners  and  flags  of  truce 
they  have  had  among  us ;  by  spies  which  they  almost 
everywhere  maintain,  and  perhaps  fix)m  traitors  among 
ourselves ;  with  the  facility  of  getting  pilots  to  conduct 
them ;  and  the  known  absence  of  ships  of  war,  during 
the  greatest  part  of  the  year,  fixnn  both  Yk^inia  and 
New  York,  ever  sbce  the  war  b^an,  render  the  ap- 
pearance of  success  to  the  enemy  far  more  prwiising, 
and  therefore  highly  mcrease  our  danger. 

That  our  enemies  may  have  spies  abroad,  and  some 
even  m  these  colonies,  will  not  be*  made  much  doubt 

A* 
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of,  when  it  is  considered,  that  such  has  been  the  prac- 
tice of  all  nations  in  all  ages,  whenever  they  were  en- 
gaged, or  mtended  to  engage,  in  war.  Of  this  we 
have  an  early  example  in  the  Book  of  Judges  (too 
pertment  to  our  case,  and  therefore  I  must  beg  leave 
a  little  to  enlarge  upon  it),  where  we  are  told,  (Chap. 
xviiL  V.  2,)  that  the  children  of  Dan  sent  of  their 
family  five  men  from  their  coasts  to  spy  out  the  land, 
and  search  it,  sayings  Go,  search  the  land.  These 
Danites,  it  seems,  were  at  this  time  not  very  orthodox 
in  their  religion,  and  their  spies  met  with  a  certain 
idolatrous  priest  of  their  own  persuasion,  (v.  3,)  and 
they  ssdd  to  him.  Who  brought  thee  hither?  What 
mcJcest  thou  in  this  place  ?  Jtnd  what  hast  thou  here? 
[Would  to  God  no  such  priests  were  to  be  found 
among  us.]  And  they  said  unto  him^  (v.  5,)  Ask 
counsel  of  God,  that  we  may  know,  whether  our  way 
which  we  go  shall  be  prosperous;  and  the  priest  said 
unto  them.  Go  in  peace;  before  the  Lord  is  your  way 
wherein  you  go.  [Are  there  no  priests  among  us,  think 
you,  that  might,  m  the  like  case,  give  an  enemy  as 
good  encouragement?  It  is  well  known,  that  we  have 
numbers  of  the  same  religion  with  those,  who  of  late 
encouraged  the  French  to  mvade  our  mother  country.] 
And  they  came,  (v.  7,)  to  Laish,  and  saw  the  people 
that  were  therein,  how  they  dwelt  careless,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Zidonians,  quiET  and  secure.  They 
thought  themselves  secure,  no  doubt;  and  as  they 
never  had  been  disturbed,  vainly  imagmed  they  never 
should.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  some  might  see  the 
danger  they  were  exposed  to  by  living  m  that  careless 
manner ;  but  that,  if  these  publicly  expressed  their  ap- 
prehensions, the  rest  reproached  them  as  timorous  per- 
sons, wanting  courage  or  confidence  in  their  gods, 
who  (they  might  say)  had  hitherto  protected  them. 
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But  the  spies,  (v.  8,)  returned,  and  sud  to  their 
countrymen,  (y.  9,)  .iriscy  that  we  may  go  tq)  against 
them;  for  we  hme  seen  the  hmd,  and  behold  it  is  very 
good.  Jnd  are  ye  still?  Be  not  slotl^  to  go. 
(Verse  10,)  When  ye  go,  ye  shall  come  to  a  people  se- 
cure, [that  is,  a  people  that  apprehend  no  danger, 
and  therefore  have  made  no  provision  against  it;  great 
encouragement  this !]  and  to  a  large  land,  and  a  place 
where  there  is  no  want  of  any  thing.  What  could  they 
desire  morel  Accordingly,  we  find  in  the  followmg 
verses,  that  six  hundred  men  only,  appointed  with  wea- 
pons of  war,  undertook  the  conquest  of  this  large 
land;  knowing  that  six  hundred  men,  armed  and  dis- 
ciplined, would  be  an  overmatch  perhaps  for  sixty 
•thousand  unarmed,  undisciplined,  and  off  their  guard. 
And  when  they  went  against  it,  the  idolatrous  priest, 
(v.  17,)  with  his  graven  image j  and  his  ephod,  ana 
his  teraphim,  and  his  molten  image,  (plenty  of  super- 
stitious trinkets,)  joined  with  them,  and,  no  doubt,  gave 
them  all  the  intelligence  and  assistance  m  his  power; 
his  heart,  as  the  text  assures  us,  being  glad,  perhaps 
for  reasons  *more  than  one.  And  now,  what  was  the 
fate  of  poor  Laish?  The  six  hundred  men,  being 
arrived,  found,  as  the  spies  had  reported,  a  people 
quiET  and  secure,  (vv.  27,  28.)  Jb^d  they  smote 
them  with  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  burnt  the  city  with 
fire  ;  and  there  was  no  deliverer,  because  it  was 
far  from  Zidon. — Not  so  far  fit)m  Zidon,  however, 
as  Pennsylvania  is  from  Britain;  and  yet  we  are,  if 
possible,  more  careless  than  the  people  of  Laish !  As 
the  Scriptures  arfe  given  for  our  reproof,  instruction, 
and  wammg,  may  we  make  a  due  use  of  this  exam- 
ple, before  it  be  too  late  I* 

*  This  argument  firom  the  Scriptuzes  was  answered  by  the  author  of 
Necessary  Truth  as  follows. 
"The  children  of  Dan  were  at  thk  time  departed  from  the  true  fkith. 
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And  is  our  country^  any  more  thaa  our  city,  alto* 
getber  free  from  danger?  Perhaps  not  We  have,  it 
is  true,  had  a  long  peace  with  the  Indians ;  but  it  i3 
a  bng  peace  indeed,  as  well  as  a  long  lane,  that  has 
no  ending.  The  French  know  the  power  and  un^ 
portance  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  spare  no  artifice, 
pains,  or  expense  to  gain  them  to  their  interest  By 
their  priests  they  have  converted  many  to  their  reli- 
gbn,  and  these*  have  openly  espoused  their  cause. 
The  rest  appear  irresolute  what  part  to  take ;  no  per* 
suasions,  though  enforced  with  costly  presents,  having 
yet  been  able  to  engage  them  generally  on  our  side, 

bad  foimken  tbe  God  of  Uieir  iatheiv,  and  were  (gone  into  idolatry; 
from  hence  may  be  easily  accounted  their  covetous  disposition  of  invad- 
ing their  neighbours. 

<<The  People  of  Laish,  we  are  told  in  the  same  CSiapter,  verse  7, 
4w9U  cm'di$$f  qfUr  (As  manner  ^  fht  ZMomana^  quid  and  sectire,  an4 
there  teas  no  magieirate  m  the  landj  that  fmght  pyt  (hem  to  $hame  in  any 
iJdng.  This  appears  to  be  the  real  state  of  the  case.  They  had  thrown 
off  all  restraint,  and  weve  arrived  to  that  degree  of  extravagance  as 
to  be  quite  shameless ;  and  therefore  no  wonder  they  were  liable  eveiy 
moment  to  be  destroyed,  and  to  he  tmote  vfith  the  edge  of  ike  sioord^ 
and  the  city  to  he  humed  wUhJbrey  for  there  wa$  no  ddiverer^  heeauee  U 
tfos  fitr  from  Zidan,  This,  I  presume,  cannot  allude*  to  the  before* 
mentioned  Zidon,- because,  according  to  the  comparison  there  introduced^ 
they,  like  themselves,  *  dwelt  eardes$n  Nor  can  it  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed to  be  any  other  Zidon  then  upon  the  earth,  because  an  evident 
absurdity  would  follow,  in  supposing  tbat.aqy  such  could  afford  a  de^ 
livertr.  We  are  therefore  under  the  necessity  to  extend  the  application, 
and  to  suppose  the  deliverer,  here  alluded  to,  to  be  that  firom  Mount  Sion^ 
a  deliverer  infinite  in  power,  and  the  only  deliverer  that  could  then,  or 
can  now,  do  the  business  effbctually.  But  this  deliverer,  it  seems,  was 
out  of  the  question.  They  possibly  thought  it  *  timorous  and  womaniBh* 
to  expect  it,  and  therefore  neglected  the  suitable  means  to  obtain  i^ 
and  tiie  consequence  was  desolation  aad  rain.** 

The  reaaaiader  of  the  writer's  argument  proceeds  on  the  same  ground, 
namely,  that  war  is  unjustifiable,  and  not  to  be  guarded  against  by 
<*  arms,  ammunition,  and  a  feasible  posture  of  defbnce,"  but  by  culti- 
vating the  peacefhl  virtues,  and  a  Christian  temper,  and  relying  on  as- 
sistance from  Heaven  to  avert  the  <!a1imities  brought  upon  the  world 
by  the  evil  designs  of  men. —  Bditob. 

*  The  Praying  Indians. 
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though  we  had  numerous  forces  on  their  b<xtlers9  ready 
to  second  and  support  them.  What  then  may  be  ex- 
pected, now  those  forces  are,  by  orders  torn  the  crown, 
to  be  disbanded ;  when  our  boasted  expedition  is  laid 
aside,  through  want  (as  it  may  appear  to  them)  either 
of  strength  or  courage ;  when  they  see,  that  the  French 
and  their  Indians,  boldly  and  with  impunity,  ravage 
the  fix)ntiers  of  New  York  and  scalp  the  mhabitants ; 
when  those  few  Indians,  that  engaged  with  us  agamst 
the  French,  are  left  exposed  to  their  resentment  ? 
When  they  consider  these  things,  is  there  no  danger 
that,  through  disgust  at  our  usage,  jomed  with  fear  of 
the  French  power,  and  greater  confidence  m  their  prom* 
ises  and  protection  than  in  ours,  they  may  be  wholly 
gamed  over  by  our  enemies,  and  join  m  the  war  against 
us?  If  such  should  be  the  case,  which  God  forbid, 
how  soon  may  the  mischief  spread  to  our  fixmtier  coun- 
ties? And  what  may  we  expect  to  be  the  conse- 
quence, but  desertion  of  plantations,  ruin,  Uoodshed^ 
and  confusion? 

Perhaps  some  m  the  city,  towns,  and  plantations  near 
the  river,  may  say  to  themselves,  ^An  Indian  war  on 
the  fix)ntiers  will  not  afiect  us;  the  enemy  will  never 
come  near  our  habitations;  let  those  concerned  take 
care  of  themselves.**  And  others  who  live  in  the  coun- 
try, when  they  are  told  of  the  danger  the  city  is  in 
from  attempts  by  sea,  may  say,  **  What  is  that  to  us  ? 
The  enemy  will  be  satisfied  with  the  plunder  of  the 
town,  and  never  thmk  it  worth  his  wldle  to  visit  our 
plantations;  let  the  town  take  care  of  itself.**  These 
are  not  mere  suppositions,  for  I  have  heard  some  talk 
in  this  strange  mann^.  But  are  these  the  sentiments 
of  true  Pennsylvanians,  of  fellow-countrymen,  or  even 
of  men  that  have  common  sense  or  goodness  ?  Is  not 
the  whole  province  one  body,  united  by  living  under 
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the  same  laws,  and  enjo^ng  the  aame  privB^esI 
Are  not  the  people  of  city  and  country  ooniiected  as 
relations,  both  by  blood  and  marriage,  and  in  friend* 
ships  equally  dear?  Axe  they  not  likewise  united  in 
bterest,  and  mutually  useful  and  necessary  to  each 
other?  When  the  feet  are  wounded,  shall  the  head 
say,  ^It  is  not  me ;  I  will  not  trouble  myself  to  contri?e 
reh^l  '*  Or  if  the  head  is  m  danger,  shall  the  hands 
say,  "  We  are  not  affected,  and  therefore  will  lend  no 
assistance  1**  Na  For  so  would  the  body  be  easily 
destroyed;  but  when  aH  parts  join  their  endeavours 
{ot  its  security,  it  is  often  preserved.  And  such  should 
be  the  union  between  the  country  and  die  town ;  and 
sudi  their  mutual  endeavours  for  die  safiety  of  the 
whole.  Wh^i  New  England,  a  distant  cc^ny,  in- 
volved itself  in  a  grievous  debt  to  reduce  Gape  Breton, 
we  fredy  gave  four  thousand  pounds  for  thiir  reBell 
And  at  another  time,  rem^nbering  that  Oreat  Brits^ 
stiH  more  distant,  groaned  under  heavy  taxes  in  sup- 
porting the  war,  we  threw  in  our  mite  to  their  assis^ 
tance,  by  a  fi^e  gift  of  du'ee  thousand  pounds ;  and 
diall  coimtry  and  town  join  m  helping  strangers  (as  those 
Gomparativdy  are),  and  yet  refuse  to  assist  each  other? 
But  whatever  different  opinions  we  have  of  our  se<» 
curity  in  other  respects,  our  trade,  aQ  se^n  to  agree, 
is  in  danger  of  being  ruined  in  another  year.  The 
great  success  of  our  enemies,  in  two  different  cruises 
this  last  summer  in  our  bay,  must  give  them  the  great- 
est encouragement  to  repeat  more  frequendy  their  visits, 
the  profit  being  almost  certain,  and  the  risk  next  to 
nothing.  Will  not  the  first  effect  of  this  be,  an  en- 
hancmg  of  the  price  of  afl  foreign  goods  to  the  trades- 
man and  farmer,  vdio  use  or  consume  them?  For 
the  rate  of  insurance  will  increase,  m  propcxtion  to  the 
hazard  of  importing  them ;  and  in  the  same  propw- 
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tion  wiD  the  price  of  those  goods  bcrease.  If  the  price 
of  the  tradesman's  work  and  the  limner's  produce 
would  increase  equally  with  the  price  erf  foreign  com- 
s^oditiesy  the  damage  would  not  be  so  gr«at;  but  the 
direct  contrary  must  happen.  Fcft  the  Same  hazard  or 
rate  of  insurance,  that  raises  the  price  of  what  is  im- 
ported; must  be  deducted  out  of,  and  lower  the  price 
of  what  is  exported.  Without  this  addidcm  and  de- 
duction, as  long  as  the  enemy  cruise  at  our  capes, 
and  take  those  ressels  that  attempt  to  go  outj  as  well 
k3  those  that  endeavour  to  came  tn,  n<me  can  afford 
to  trade,  and  business  must  be  soon  at  a  stand.  And 
wfll  not  the  consequences  be,  a  discouragement  of 
many  of  Ae  vessels  that  used  to  come  fix)m  other 
places  to  purchase  our  produce  and  thereby  a  timing 
of  the  trade  to  port%  diat  can  be  entered  with  less 
danger,  and  capable  of  fiffni^diing  them  with  the  same 
commocBties,  as  New  York,  &c ;  a  lessenmg  of  bumness 
to  every  shopkeeper,  together  veith  multitudes  of  bad 
debts,  the  high  rate  of  goods  discouragkig  the  buyers, 
and  the  low  rates  of  thar  labor  asid  produce  render- 
mg  them  unable  to  pay  for  what  they  had  bought; 
k)ss  of  empIo3rment  to  the  tradesman,  and  bad  pay 
for  what  little  he  does  ;^  and^  lasdy,  k>ss  of  many  kn 
habitants,  who  w8!  retire  to  other  provhices  not  subject 
to  the  like  inconveniences ;  whence  a  low^teg  of  the 
value  of  lands,  lots,  and  houses? 

The  enemy,  no  doubt,  have  been  tdd,  that  die 
people  of  Pennsylvania  are  Quakers,  and  against  ad 
defence,  from  a  princ^e  of  conscience.  This,  though 
true  of  a  part,  and  Aat  a  smaH  patt  only  oi  die  in- 
habitants, is  commonly  said  df  die  whde;  and  what 
may  make  it  lock  probable  to  strangers  isj  that,  m  fact, 
nodiing  is  done  by  any  part  of  the  people  towards 
their  defence.    But  to  refuse  defending  one's  sel^  or 
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one's  countty,  is  so  unusual  a  thing  among  mankind, 
that  possibly  they  may  not  beUeve  it,  till,  by  expe- 
rience, they  find  they  can  come  higher  and  higher  up 
our  river,  seize  our  vessels,  land  and  plunder  our 
plantations  and  villages,  and  retire  with  their  booty 
unmolested.  Will  not  this  confirm  the  report,  and  give 
them  the  greatest  encouragement  to  strike  one  bold 
stroke  for  the  city,  and  for  the  whole  plunder  of  the 
river? 

It  is  said  by  some,  that  the  expense  of  a  vessel, 
to  guard  our  trade,  would  be  very  heavy,  greater  than 
perhaps  all  the  enemy  can  be  supposed  to  take  fix)m 
us  at  sea  would  amount  to;  and  that  it  would  be 
cheaper  for  the  government  to  open  an  msurance  of- 
fice, and  pay  all  losses.  But  is  this  right  reasoning  1 
I  think  not ;  for  what  the  enemy  takes  is  clear  loss  to 
us,  and  gain  to  him ;  mcreasing  his  riches  and  strength, 
as  much  as  it  diminishes  ours,  so  making  the  differ- 
ence double ;  whereas  the  money,  psdd  our  own  trades- 
men for  building  and  fitting  out  a  vessel  of  defence, 
remains  in  the  coimtry,  and  circulates  among  us ;  what 
is  paid  to  the  officers  and  seamen,  that  navigate  her, 
is  also  spent  ashore,  and  soon  gets  into  other  hands ; 
the  iSairmer  receives  the  money  for  her  provisions,  and, 
on  the  whole,  nothing  is  clearly  lost  to  the  country 
but  her  wear  and  tear,  or  so  much  as  she  sells  for 
at  the  end  of  the  war  less  than  her  first  cost  This 
loss,  and  a  trifling  one  it  is,  is  all  the  inconvenience ; 
but  how  many  and  how  great  are  the  conveniences 
and  advantages !  And  should  the  enemy,  through  our 
supmeness  and  neglect  to  provide  for  the  defence 
both  of  our  trade  and  country,  be  encouraged  to  at- 
tempt this  city,  and,  after  plundering  us  of  our  goods, 
either  bum  it,  or  put  it  to  ransom,  how  great  would 
that  loss  be!  besides  the  confusion,  terror,  and  dis- 
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tress,    so  many  hundreds  of  families  would  be  in- 
Yolred  in! 

The  thought  of  this  latter  circumstance  so  much 
afiects  me,  that  I  cannot  forbear  expatiating  somewhat 
more  upon  it  You  have,  my  dear  countrym^i  and 
fellow-cidzens,  riches  to  tempt  a  considerable  force 
to  unite  and  attack  you,  but  are  under  no  ties  or  en- 
gagements to  xmite  for  your  defence.  Hence,  on  the 
first  alarm,  terror  will  spread  over  all ;  and,  as  no  man 
can  with  certamty  depend  that  another  will  stand  by 
him,  beyond  doubt  very  many  will  seek  safety  by  a 
speedy  flight  Those,  that  are  reputed  rich,  will  flee, 
through  fear  oS  torture,  to  make  them  produce  more 
than  they  are  able.  The  man,  that  has  a  wife  and 
children,  will  find  them  hanging  on  his  neck,  beseech- 
ing him  with  tears  to  quit  the  city,  and  save  his  life, 
to  guide  and  protect  them  in  that  time  of  general  deso- 
lation and  ruin.  All  will  run  into  confusion,  amidst 
cries  and  lamentations,  and  the  hurry  and  disorder  of 
departers,  carrying  away  their  effects.  The  few  that 
remain  will  be  unable  to  resist  Sackmg  the  city  will 
be  the  first,  and  burning  it,  m  all  probability,  the  last 
act  of  the  enemy.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  the  case, 
if  you  have  timely  notice.  But  what  must  be  your 
conditicm,  if  suddenly  surprised,  without  previous  alarm, 
perhs^s  in  the  night!  Confined  to  your  houses,  you 
will  have  nothmg  to  trust  to  but  the  enemy's  mercy. 
Your  best  fortune  will  be,  to  fall  under  the  power  oi 
commanders  of  king's  ships,  able  to  control  the  mari- 
ners, and  not  mto  the  hands  of  licentious  privateers. 
Who  can,  without  the  utmost  horror,  conceive  the 
miseries  oS  the  latter,  when  your  persons,  fcxtunes, 
wives,  and  daughters  shall  be  subject  to  the  wanton 
and  unbridled  rage,  rapme,  and  lust  of  negroes,  mu- 
lattoes,  and  others,  the  vilest  and  most  abandoned  of 
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mankuKL^  A  dreadful  scene !  which  some  may  repre-^ 
sent  as  exaggerated.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  warn  you ; 
judge  for  yourselves* 

It  is  true>  with  very  litde  notice^  the  rich  may  shift 
for  themselves.  The  means  of  speedy  flight  are  ready 
in  their  hands ;  and  with  some  previous  care  to  lodge 
money  and  effects  m  distant  and  secure  places,  though 
they  should  bse  much,  yet  enough  may  be  left  them, 
and  to  spare.  But  most  unhappily  circumstanced  in- 
deed are  we,  the  middUng  people,  die  tradesmen,  shop^ 
keepers,  and  farmers  of  the  province  and  dty!  We 
cannot  all  fly  with  our  families ;  and,  if  we  could,  how 
shall  we  sidbsist?  No;  we  and  they,  and  what  little 
we  have  gained  by  hard  labor  and  industry,  must 
bear  the  brunt;  the  weight  of  contributions,  extorted 
by  the  enemy,  (as  it  is  of  taxes  amcHig  omrselves)  must 
be  surely  borne  by  us.  Nor  can  it  be  avoided,  as  we 
stand  at  present ;  for,  though  we  are  numaious,  we 
are  quite  defi^celess,  having  neither  forts,  arms^  union,, 
nor  discipline.  And  though  it  were  true»  that  our 
trade  might  be  protected  at  no  great  expense,  and 
our  country  and  our  city  easily  defended,  if  proper 
measures  were  but  taken,  yet  who  shall  take  these 
measures  ?  Who  shall  {»y  diat  expaise  ?  On  whom 
imy  we  fix  our  eyes  with  the  least  expectation,  that 
th^  will  do  any  thing  for  our  security?  Should  we 
addross  that  weallhy  and  powerful  body  of  people, 

*  Bf  acoountf,  the  n^fed  crew  of  the  Spanisk  privateer  that  pifani* 
dtfod  Mr.  LiMtoB'a,  a»d  aaotfaw  plantation,  a  little  b«low  Newcastle,  was 
composed  of  such  as  these.  The  honor  and  humamty  of  their  officexa 
maj  he  judged  of,  by  tile  treatment  they  gave  poor  Captain  Brown, 
utem  they  took  ivitb  lfaitn.'«ship  in  retuaug  firom.  their  cruLn.  Ba- 
canae  he  bravely  defended,  himself  and  vessel  longer  than  tkey  expected,^ 
for  which  every  generous  enemy  would  have  esteemed  him,  did  they, 
after  he  had  struck  and  submitted,  baibarously  gtab  and  murder  him, 
thniflli  Q&  his  taaes^  hogging  qivurtw! 
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who  bate  ever  i^ce  Ae  war  governed  oar  electioQS, 
fstid  fiUed  almost  every  seat  ia  our  Assembly; — should 
we  entreat  them  to  conoder,  if  not  as  fnends^  at  least 
as  legidators,  that  proticUan  is  as  truly  due  frcmi  the 
government  to  the  people,  as  obedienee  from  the  peo- 
{de  to  the  government;  and  that  i^  on  account  of 
their  religious  scruples,  diey  themselves  cotdd  do  no 
act  for  our  defence,  yet  (hey  imgfat  retire,  relinquish 
their  power  for  a  season,  quit  the  hebn  to  freer  hands 
during  the  present  tempest,  to  hands,  chosen  by  thdr 
ovm  interest  too,  whose  prudence  and  moderation, 
with  regard  to  them,  they  might  safely  confide  in, 
secure,  fix)m  dieir  own  native  strength,  of  resuming 
agam  their  present  station,  whenever  it  shall  please 
them ; — should  we  remind  them,  that  the  public  money, 
raised  from  ally  belongs  to  all;  diat  since  they  have, 
for  their  own  ease,  and  to  secure  themselves  in  the 
quiet  enjoyment  df  their  religious  principles  (and  may 
they  long  enjoy  them),  expended  such  large  sums  to 
oppose  petitions,  and  engage  &vorable  representations 
of  then*  conduct,  if  they  themselves  could  by  no  means 
be  free  to  appropriate  any  part  of  the  publk  immey 
hr  our  defence,  yet  it  woidd  be  no  more  than  jus- 
tice to  spare  us  a  reasonable  sum  for  that  purpose, 
which  they  might  easily  give  to  the  Kmg's  use  as 
ha^tofore,  leaving  all  the  ajf^ropriation  to  others,  who 
would  faithfully  apply  it  as  we  desired ; — should  we  teH 
them,  that,  though  the  treasury  be  at  present  empty, 
it  may  soon  be  filled  by  the  outstanding  public  debts 
collected,  or  at  least  credit  might  be  had  for  such  a 
sum,  on  a  dingle  vote  of  the  Assembly ;  that  though 
^ley  themselves  may  be  resigned  and  easy  under  this 
naked,  defenceless  state  of  the  country,  it  is  &r  other- 
wise vnth  a  very  great  part  of  Ae  people, — with  w, 
who  can  have  no  confidence  that  God  w31  protect 
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those,  that  neglect  the  use  of  rational  means  for  tfaar 
security ;  nc»*  haye  any  reason  to  hope,  that  our  losses,, 
if  we  should  suffer  any,  may  be  made  up  by  collections 
in  our  &7or  at  home; — should  we  conjure  them  by 
all  the  ties  of  neighbourhood,  friendship,  justice,  and 
humanity,  to  consider  these  things ;  and  what  distrac- 
tion, misery,  and  confusion,  what  desolation  and  dis- 
tress, may  possibly  be  the  effect  of  theu-  unseasonable 
predominancy  and  perseverance; — yet  all  would  be  in 
vain;  for  they  have  already  been,  by  great  numbers 
of  the  people,  petitioned  in  vain.  Our  late  Governor 
did  for  years  solicit,  request,  and  even  threaten  them 
in  vain.  The  Council  have  since  twice  remonstrated 
to  them  m  vain.  Their  religious  prepossessions  are 
unchangeable,  their  obstinacy  invmcible.  Is  there  then 
the  least  hope  remaining,  that  from  that  quarter  any 
thing  should  arise  for  our  security? 

And  is  our  prospect  better,  if  we  turn  our  eyes  to 
the  strength  of  the  opposite  party,  those  great  and 
rich  men,  merchants,  and  others,  who  are  ever  railing 
at  Quakers  for  doing  what  their  principles  seem  to 
require,  and  what  in  charity  we  ought  to  believe  they 
think  their  duty,  but  take  no  one  step  themselves  for 
the  public  safety?  They  have  so  much  wealth  and 
mfluence,  if  they  would  use  it,  that  they  might  easily, 
by  their  endeavours  and  example,  raise  a  military  spirit 
among  us,  make  us  fond,  studious  of,  and  expert  m, 
martial  disciplme,  and  effect  every  thmg  that  is  neces- 
sary, under  God,  for  our  protection.  But  envy  seems 
to  have  taken  possession  of  their  hearts,  and  to  have 
eaten  out  and  destroyed  every  generous,  noble,  public- 
spirited  sentunent.  Rage^  at  the  disappomtment  of 
their  litde  schemes  for  power,  gnaws  their  souls,  and 
fills  them  with  such  cordial  hatred  to  their  opponents, 
that  every  proposal,  by  the  execution  of  which  those 
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may  receive  benefit  as  well  as  themselves,  is  rejected 
widi  indignatioii.  ^  What,''  say  diey,  ^  shaU  we  lay  out 
our  money  to  protect  the  trade  oi  Quakers?  Shall, 
we  fight  to  defend  Quakers?  No;  let  the  trade  p^« 
ish,  and  the  city  bum;  let  ^diat  will  hiqppen,  we 
shall  never  lift  a  finger  to  prev^it  if  Yet  the  Qua<* 
kers  have  conscience  to  plead  for  their  resolution  not 
to  fight,  whidi  these  g^itlCToien  have  not  Conscience 
with  you,  gentlemen,  is  on  the  oth^  side  of  the  que»^ 
tion ;  conscience  enjoms  it  as  a  duty  on  you  (and  in*- 
deed  I  think  it  such  on  every  man)  to  defend  your 
country,  your  fiiends,  your  aged  parents,  your  wives, 
and  hdpless  children;  and  yet  you  resdve  not  to 
perform  this  duty,  but  act  contrary  to  your  own  con- 
sciences, because  the  Quakers  act  according  to  theirs. 
Tin  of  late,  I  could  scarce  believe  the  story  of  him, 
who  refused  to  pun]^  in  a  sinking  sh^,  because  one 
on  board,  whom  he  hated,  would  be  saved  by  it  as 
weD  as  himself.  But  sudi,  it  seems,  is  the  unhappi- 
ness  of  human  nature,  that  our  passicms,  when  vident, 
often  are  too  hard  for  the  unked  force  of  reason,  du^^ 
and  religion* 

Thus  unfortunately  are  we  circumstanced  at  this 
time,  my  dear  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens;  we,  I 
mean,  die  middling  pec^le,  the  farmere,  sbopkeqiers, 
and  tradesmen  of  this  dty  and  country.  Through  the 
dissensons  of  our  leaders,  through  mistaken  princif^s 
oi  retigion,  jobed  with  a  love  ci  wcnUly  power,  on 
the  (me  hand;  through  [xide^  envy,  and  implacable 
resentment  on  the  other;  our  lives,  our  families^  and 
little  fortunes,  dear  to  us  as  any  great  man's  can  be 
to  him,  are  to  remain  continually  eiqposed  to  destruc- 
tion, firon  an  enterprising,  cruel,  >ow  weB-infonned, 
and  by  success  encouraged,  enemy.  It  seems  as  if 
Heaven,  justly  du^>leased  at  our  growing  wickedness^ 

VOL.  III.  3  B* 
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and  det^mined  to  punish*  this  once-faY<x«d  land, 
had  suffered  our  chiefs  to  engage  in  these  foolish  and 
.mischievous  contentions  for  litde  posts  and  paltry  dis- 
tmctions,  that  our  hands  might  be  bound  up,  our 
understandings  darkened  and  misled,  and  every  means 
of  our  security  neglected.  It  seems  as  if  our  greatest 
men,  our  does  nobilisswdi  of  both  parties,  had  sworn 
the  ruin  ci  the  country,  and  invited  the  French,  our 
most  inveterate  enemy,  to  destroy  it  Where  then 
shall  we  seek  for  succour  and  protection  ?  The  gov- 
ernment we  are  immediately  under  denies  it  to  us; 
and  if  the  enemy  comes,  we  are  far  from  Zidan^  and 
there  is  no  deliverer  near.  Our  case  is  dangerously 
bad;  but  perhs^s  there  is  yet  a  remedy,  if  we  have 
but  the  prudence  and  the  spirit  to  apply  it 

If  this  new,  flourishing  city,  and  gready  improving 
colony,  is  destroyed  and  ruined,  it  will  not  be  for  want 
of  numbers  of  inhabitants  able  to  bear  arms  in  its 
defence.  It  its  computed,  that  we  have  at  least  (ex* 
elusive  of  the  Quakers)  sixty  thousand  fighting  men, 
acquainted  with  firearms,  many  of  them  hunters  and 
marksmen,  hardy  and  bold.  All  we  want  is  order, 
discipline,  and  a  few  cannon.  At  present  we  are  like 
the  separate  filaments  of  flax  before  the  thread  is 
formed,  without  strength,  because  without  connexion; 
but  UNiOK  would  make  us  strong,  and  even  formida- 
ble, though  the  great  should  neither  help  nor  join  us ; 


*  When  God  deteimined  to  puiuah  his  chosen  people,  the  inhabitanti 
of  Jenisalem,  ^o,  though  breakers  of  his  other  laws,  were  ecrapnloui 
observers  of  that  one,  which  required  keeping  holy  the  Sabbath-day, 
he  suffered  even  the  strict  observation  of  that  command  to  be  their 
rain ;  for  Pompey,  observing  that  they  then  obstinately  refhsed  to  fight, 
made  a  general  assaolt  on  that  day,  took  the  town,  and  butchered  them 
with  as  little  mercy  as  he  found  resistance. — Jobephus. 

f  Conjuravere  cives  nobilissimi  patriam  incendere ;  gallokux  gbntsm, 
infestissimam  nomini  Romano,  ad  bellum  aroessont — Cato,  in  Saixust. 
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though  they  should  eyen  qppose  our  uniting,  fix)m 
some  mean  yiews  of  their  own,  yet,  if  we  resolve  upon 
it,  and  it  pleases  God  to  inspire  us  with  the  neces- 
sary prudence  and  vigor,  it  may  be  effected.  Great 
numbers  of  our  people  are  of  British  race ;  and,  though 
the  fierce  fightmg  animals  of  those  happy  Islands  are 
said  to  abate  their  native  fire  and  intrepidity,  when 
removed  to  a  foreign  clime,  yet  with  the  people  it  is 
not  so;  our  neighbours  of  New  England  afford  the 
worid  a  convmcmg  proo(  that  Britons,  though  a  hun- 
dred years  transplanted,  and  to  the  remotest  part  of 
the  earth,  may  yet  retain,  even  to  the  third  and  fourth 
descent,  that  zeal  for  the  public  good,  that  military 
prowess,  and  that  undaunted  spirit,  which  has  in  every 
age  distinguished  their  nation.  What  numba:^  have  we 
likewise  of  (hose  brace  people^  whose  fathers  m  the 
last  age  made  so  glorious  a  stand  for  our  religion  and 
liberties,  when  invaded  by  a  powerful  French  army, 
joined  by  Irish  Catholics,  under  a  bigoted  Popish 
king !  Let  the  memcH^ble  siege  of  Londonderry,  and 
the  signal  actions  of  the  Iniskillingers,  by  which  the 
heart  of  that  prince's  schemes  was  broken,  be  per- 
petual testimonies  of  the  courage  and  conduct  of  those 
noble  warriors!  Nor  are  there  wantmg  amongst  us 
thousands  of  that  warlike  nation,  whose  sons  have 
ever  smce  the  time  of  Caesar  maintained  the  charac- 
ter he  gave  their  fathers,  of  joinmg  the  most  obsti- 
nate courage  to  all  the  other  military  virtues ;  I  mean 
the  brave  and  steady  Germans.  Numbers  of  whom 
have  actually  borne  arms  in  the  service  of  their  re- 
spective Princes ;  and,  if  they  fought  well  for  their  ty- 
rants and  oppressors^  would  they  refuse  to  unite  with 
us  in  defence  of  their  newly  acquired  and  most  pre- 
cious liberty  and  property?    Were  this  union  formed^ 
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were  we  once  united,  thoroughly  armed  and  disci'- 
pimed,  was  every  thing  in  our  power  done  fix*  our 
security,  as  far  as  human  means  and  foresight  could 
jxtyride,  we  might  then,  with  more  proi»iety,  humbly 
ask  the  assistance  of  Heaven,  and  a  blessing  on  our 
lawful  endeavours.  The  very  fame  of  our  strength  and 
readmess  would  be  a  means  c(  discouragmg  our  ene- 
mies ;  f(Mr  it  is  a  wise  and  true  sa3ring,  that  one  moord 
often  keeps  (mother  in  the  ecMari.  The  way  to 
secure  peace  b  to  be  prepared  for  war.  TTiey,  that 
are  on  ther  guard,  and  appear  ready  to  receive  their 
adversaries,  are  in  much  less  danger  of  bang  attacked^ 
than  the  supme,  secure,  and  negligrat  We  have  yet 
a  wmter  bdbre  us,  vehich  may  afford  a  good  and  al- 
most sufficient  opportuni^  for  this,  if  we  seize  and 
improve  it  with  a  becoming  vigor.  And  if  the  hints 
contained  in  this  paper  are  so  hfl^py  as  to  meet  with 
a  suitable  disposition  <^  mind  m  his  countrymen  and 
fellow-citizens,  the  writer  of  it  vrill,  m  a  few  days,  lay 
before  them  a  form  d  associatioit  for  die  purposes 
herein  mentioned,  together  with  a  practicable  scheme 
he  raismg  the  mcmey  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
our  trade,  city,  and  country,  vndiout  laying  a  burthen 
(m  any  man. 

May  the  God  of  wisdom,  strength,  and  power,  the 
Lord  of  the  armies  of  I^ael,  inspire  us  with  pmdCTce 
in  this  time  of  danger,  take  away  finom  us  sdl  die 
seeds  of  contention  and  division,  and  unite  the  hearts 
and  counsels  of  all  of  us,  (^  whatever  sect  or  nation, 
m  one  bond  of  peace,  brotheriy  fove,  and  generous 
public  spirit ;  may  he  give  us  strragtii  and  resdution 
to  amend  our  fives,  and  remove  from  among  us  eyery 
thnig  that  is  disfdeasmg  to  hnn;  affiird  us  his  most 
gracious  protecticm,  confound  the  designs  of  our  ene- 
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mies,  and  give  peace  m  all  our  borders,  is  the  smcere 
prayer  of 

A  Tradesmait  of  Philadelphia.* 

*  At  the  end  of  the  second  edition  Is  added  the  following  commoni* 
cation,  purporting  to  be  an  extract  from  the  Peimstfivama  OazeUe^  for 
November  19th,  1747. 

"Mm.  FaAirxLnr, 
For  the  entertainment  of  your  readers  unskilled  in  the  Ladn  tongue, 
I  send  you  a  translation  of  the  sentences  prefixed  to  the  pamphlet  called 
Plain  Truth,  lately  published.  I  cannot  say  the  translation  is  strictly 
verbal,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  have  reached  the  masterly  force  and  beauty 
of  the  originaL  To  transfuse  the  spirit  of  the  noble  Roman  patriot  into 
our  language,  requires  a  much  abler  pen.  If  I  have  given  you  his 
general  sense  and  meaning,  it  will  fblly  answer  my  design  and  expecta- 
tion. Be  pleased  to  let  it  have  a  place  in  your  next,  and  you  will 
much  oblige  Yours,  &c. 

«X. 

-TRANSLATION. 

<*  Should  the  city  be  taken,  all  will  be  lost  to  the  conquered.  There- 
fore, if  you  desire  to  preserve  your  buildings,  houses,  and  country-seats, 
your  statues,  paintings,  and  all  your  other  possessions,  which  you  so 
highly  esteem;  if  you  wish  to  continue  in  the  eigoyment  of  them,  or  to 
have  leisure  fbr  any  fhture  pleasures,  I  beseech  you  by  the  immortal 
Gods,  rouse  at  last,  awake  from  your  lethargy,  and  save  the  common- 
wealth. It  is  not  the  trifling  concern  of  injuries  from  your  allies  that 
demands  your  attention ;  your  liberties,  lives,  and  fortunes,  with  every 
thing  that  is  interesting  and  dear  to  you,  are  in  the  most  imminent 
danger.  Can  you  doubt  of  or  delay  what  you  ought  to  do,  now,  when 
the  enemy's  swords  are  unsheathed,  and  descending  on  your  heads? 
The  affair  is  shocking  and  horrid!  Yet,  perhaps,  yon  are  not  afraid. 
Yes,  you  are  terrified  to  the  highest  degree.  But  through  indolence 
and  supineness  of  soul,  gazing  at  each  other,  to  see  who  shall  first 
rise  to  your  succour ;  and  a  presumptuous  dependence  on  the  immortal 
Gods,  who  indeed  have  preserved  this  republic  in  many  dangerous  sea- 
sons ;  you  delay  and  neglect  every  thing  necessary  for  your  preservation. 
Be  not  deceived;  Divine  assistance  and  protection  axe  not  to  be  ob- 
tained by  timorous  prayers,  and  womanish  supplications.  To  succeed, 
you  must  join  salutary  counsels,  vigilance,  and  courageous  actions.  If 
you  sink  into  effeminacy  and  cowardice ;  if  you  desert  the  tender  and 
helpless,  by  Providence  committed  to  your  charge,  never  presume  to 
implore  the  Gods;  it  will  provoke  them,  and  raise  their  indignatioQ 
against  you." 
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PAPERS 
RELATING  TO  A  PLAN  OF  UNION  OF  THE  COLONIES, 

ADOPTED  BY  COMMISSIONERS  ASSEMBLED  AT  ALBANY 
IN  JULY,  1154. 


The  prospect  of  a  French  war,  and  the  hostile  attitude  already 
assomed  by  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  frontiers,  induced  the  British 
government  to  seek  for  the  means  of  providing  for  a  timely  and  effi- 
cient resistance  in  the  colonies.  With  a  view  to  this  end,  an 
order  was  sent  over  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  directing  that  com- 
missioners should  be  appointed  in  several  of  the  provinces  to  as- 
semble at  Albany.  The  immediate  object  was  to  conciliate  the 
Six  Nations,  by  giving  them  presents,  and  renewing  a  treaty,  by 
which  they  should  be  prevented  from  going  over  to  the  French,  or 
being  drawn  away  by  the  Indians  under  their  influence. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  assembling  of  the  oommiflsioQerB 
was  the  14th  of  June,  1754,  at  Albany,  but  they  did  not  meet  till  the 
10th;  when  it  was  found  that  the  following  colonies  were  repre- 
sented, namely,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland.  The  whole 
number  appointed  was  twenty-five,  who  all  attended.  Franklin 
was  one  of  the  delegates  from  Pennsylvania.  Several  days  were 
spent  in  holding  interviews  with  the  Indians,  hearing  and  making 
speeches,  and  distributing  the  presents,  which  had  been  provided 
at  the  expense  of  the  different  colonies,  to  such  amounts  as  were 
authorized  by  a  previous  vote  of  their  respective  Assemblies.  The 
chief  speaker  for  the  Indians  was  the  Mohawk  Sachem,  Hendrick, 
renowned  for  the  boldness  and  force  of  his  eloquence.  In  one  of 
his  speeches  to  the  convention,  in  reply  to  a  hint  that  the  Six 
Nations  did  not  increase  their  power  at  the  estpense  of  their  ene- 
mies, he  said;  "It  is  your  fault.  Brethren,  that  we  are  not 
strengthened  by  conquest.    We  would  have  gone  and  taken  Crown 
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Point,  but  you  liindered  us.  We  had  coDckided  to  go  and  take 
it,  but  we  were  told  it  was  too  late,  aad  that  the  ice  would  not 
bear  ua»  Instead  of  this,  you  burnt  your  own  Fort  at  Saratoga, 
and  ran  away  front  it,  which  was  a  shaiiie  and  a  ecandaL  Look 
tfound  your  country  and  see;  you  have  no  fortifications  about 
you :  no,  not  even  to  this  city.  It  is  but  one  st^  from  Canada 
hither,  and  the  French  may  easily  come  and  turn  you  out  of  your 
doors.  You  were  desirous  that  we  should  open  our  minds  and 
our  hearto  to  you.  Look  at  the  French.  They  are  men;  they 
are  fortifying  everywhere.  But,  we  are  ashamed  to  say  it,  you  are 
all  like  women  ;  bare  and  open  without  any  fortifications."  —  JfSl 
Journal  of  the  Convention. 

Although  a  plan  of  union  seems  to  have  been  a  topic  of  con- 
Tersation  in  some  circles,  yet  none  of  the  delegates  was  instructed 
en  this  point,  except  those  firom  Massachusetts.  The  insiractiono 
of  all  the  others  were  restricted  to  a  general  concert  of  measures 
for  securing  the  firiendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  remsting  the 
encroachments  of  hostile  tribes  and  the  French.  In  addition  to 
these  objects,  dte  Massachusetts  commissioners  were  authorized 
to  **  enter  into  articles  of  union  and  confederation  for  the  gen- 
eral defence  of  his  Majesty^  subjects  and  interests  in  North 
America,  as  weB  in  time  of  peace  as  of  war."  While  the  In<- 
dian  business  was  in  progress,  this  subject  was  brought  before 
the  convention.  Under  the  date  ef  lune  Mth,  the  fdlowing  r^ 
oord  is  found  in  the  Journal. 

**  A  motion  was  made,  that  the  commissioners  deliver  their 
opinion  whether  a  union  of  all  the  colonies  is  not  at  present  ahsc^ 
lutely  necessary  for  their  security  and  defence.  The  question 
was  accordingly  put,  and  passed  in  tlie  affirmative  tmemmausfy. 

"  On  a  motion  made,  that  a  Committee  be  appcnnted  to  prepare 
and  reoeive  plans  or  schemes  for  ^  union  of  the  colonies,  and 
to  digest  them  into  one  general  plan  for  the  inspection  of  th» 
Board ;  Resolved,  that  each  government  choose  one  of  their  own 
number  to  be  of  that  Committee.  Accordingty  were  appointed 
Thomas  Hutchinson  for  Massachusetts,  Theodore  Atkinson  for 
New  Hampshire,  William  Pitkin  for  Connecticut,  Stephen  Hop- 
kins for  Rhode  Island,  William  Smith  for  New  York,  Benjamin 
Franklin  for  Fsnnsylvania,  and  Benjamin  Ttoker  for  Maryland." 

Before  Franklm  arrived  in  Albany,  he  had  sketched  the  outline 
of  a  plan,  which  he  had  shown  to  some  of  his  fi^ends  in  New 
York,  particularly  to  James  Alexander  and  Mr.  Kennedy,  who 
he  says  were  **  gentlemen  of  great  knowledge  in  public  n^Tairs.** 
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He  obtained  their  remarks  on  his  project,  as  well  as  those  of 
Cadwallader  Golden,  afterwards  LieotenantpQoYemor  of  New  York, 
and  celebrated  for  his  talents  and  learning.  When  the  members 
of  the  Committee  met,  several  plans  were  presented,  bat  after  con- 
sultation the  preference  was  given  to  Franklin's,  which  was  r^ 
ported  to  the  convention  on  the  2Sth  of  June.  The  debates  on 
the  various  topics  embraced  in  the  plan  continued  for  twelve  days. 
It  was  considered  a  question  of  moment,  whether  an  act  of  Par- 
liament was  not  necessary  to  establish  such  a  union.  This  question 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  convention  dissolved  on  the 
11th  of  July,  and  the  Plan  of  Union  was  adopted  on  that  day  or 
the  day  preceding. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  Franklin  and  Hutchinson,  who  were 
members  of  the  convention,  and  Pownall,  who  was  in  Albany  at 
the  time,  all  say  that  the  Plan  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  Hutch' 
inson's  History  of  Massachusetts,  Vol.  III.  p.  23.  Whereas  it  is 
affirmed  by  Dr.  Trumbull,  that  ''  the  commissioners  from  Connec- 
ticut  were  wholly  opposed  to  the  plan ;  they  imagined  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  colonies,  and  that  such  a  govenip 
ment  would  not  act  with  that  despatch  and  energy,  which  might 
be  reasonably  expected  by  his  Majesty."  History  of  Connecticut, 
Vol.  U.  p.  355.  The  same  assertion  is  contained  in  a  ptpper  pub* 
lished  by  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  assigning  reasons  for  not 
acceding  to  the  Albany  Plan  of  Union.  It  is  not  easy  to  ejq>lain 
this  discrepancy.  As  the  Connecticut  delegates  voted  at  first 
with  the  others,  that  some  plan  of  union  was  necessary,  perhaps 
they  did  not  openly  oppose  the  one  that  was  adopted,  but  acqui- 
esced, and  hence  it  was  inferred  that  they  approved  it. 

But  whatever  unanimity  there  was  in  the  convention,  the  Plan 
of  Union  met  with  very  little  favor  abroad.  It  was  rejected  by 
all  the  colonial  Assemblies  before  which  it  was  brought  In  Eng- 
land it  was  so  unacceptable  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  they  did 
not  even  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  King.  Franklin 
says,  "  The  Assemblies  all  thought  there  was  too  much  prerogative 
in  it,  and  in  England  it  was  thought  to  have  too  much  of  the 
democratic"  Considering  thb  rejection  by  the  two  parties  for  op- 
posite reasons,  it  was  his  qpinion  thirty  years  afterwards,  that  his 
plan  was  near  the  true  medium.  The  British  government  had 
another  scheme,  by  which  the  governors  of  the  provinces,  and 
certain  members  of  the  councils,  were  to  assemble  at  stated  times 
and  transact  affiiirs  relating  to  war  and  to  general  defence.  This 
was  carried  into  partial  effect  in  the  case  of  General  Braddock, 
and  on  one  or  two  other  occasions. 
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The  goyernor  of  Virginia  did  not  send  delegates  to  the  Albany 
convention.  He  was  so  much  occapied  with  the  French  on  the 
frontiers  of  that  province,  and  with  projects  for  Indian  alliances, 
that  he  had  no  leisure  for  other  undertakings.  In  a  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Delancey,  dated  March  Slst,  he  says;  '<  As  to 
the  concerting  of  measures  with  the  other  governments,  the  time 
will  not  admit  of  it,  as  what  is  to  be  done  must  be  done  immedi- 
ately. I  hope  to  see  at  least  two  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations 
at  Winchester  in  May,  as  the  design  of  that  meeting  is  to  make  a 
peace  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Indians;  after  which 
to  make  a  strict  alliance  between  them  and  all  the  British  sub- 
jects on  this  continent."  Dinwiddie^s  MS,  Letter^Books.  The 
governor  failed,  however,  in  this  vast  project.  The  meeting  at 
Winchester  was  attended  by  a  few  Indians  only,  of  subordinate 
rank,  who  came  chiefly  to  receive  his  presents,  and  nothing  was 
done.  In  truth  he  had  a  scheme  of  his  own,  which  stood  in  the 
way  of  his  joining  in  a  general  union.  The  year  before  he  had 
recommended  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  that  the  colonies  should  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  constituting  a  northern  and  southern  dis- 
trict, in  each  of  which  some  kind  of  supervising  power  was  to  be 
established.  Similar  views  were  entertained  by  other  persons,  and 
w^e  discussed  in  the  Albany  convention. 

There  are  evidences  that  Franklin's  thoughts  had  been  fer  some 
time  turned  to  a  union  of  the  colonies.  He  had  thrown  out  hints 
to  this  effect  in  his  newspaper.  The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  May 
9th,  1754,  contains  an  account  of  the  capture  by  the  French  of 
Captain  Trent's  party,  who  were  erecting  a  fort  (afterwards  Fort 
Duquesne)  at  the  Fork  of  the  Ohio.  The  article  was  undoubt- 
edly written  by  the  editor.  After  narrating  the  particulars,  and 
urging  union  to  resist  aggression,  he  adds ;  '*  The  confidence  of 
the  French  in  this  undertaking  seems  well  grounded  in  the  pres- 
ent disunited  state  of  the  British  colonies,  and  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  bringing  so  many  different  governments  and  assemblies 
to  agree  in  any  speedy  and  effectual  measures  for  our  common 
defence  and  security ;  while  our  enemies  have  the  very  great  ad- 
vantage of  being  under  one  direction,  with  one  council,  and  one 
purse."  At  the  end  of  the  article  is  a  wood-cut,  in  which  is 
the  figure  of  a  snake,  separated  into  parts,  to  each  of  which  is 
affixed  the  initial  of  one  of  the  colonies,  and  at  the  bottom  in 
large  capital  letters  the  motto,  Join  or  Die.  It  is  well  known, 
that  this  device  was  adopted  with  considerable  effect  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution.    In  some  of  the  newspapers  of  that 
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day  the  matilated  snake  makes  a  eonspicaons  head-pieoe,  numing 
across  the  page,  and  accompanied  with  the  same  significant  mot> 
to.-— Editob. 


SHORT    HINTS 

TOWARDS  A  SCHEME  FOR  UNITING  THE  NORTHERN 
COLONIES 

A    GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 

To  be  appointed  by  the  king. 

To  be  a  military  man. 

To  have  a  salary  from  the  crown. 

To  have  a  negation  on  all  acts  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil, and  carry  into  execution  whatever  is  agreed  on 
by  him  and  that  CouncO. 

GRAND   COUNCIL. 

One  member  to  be  chosen  by  the  Assembly  of 
each  of  the  smaller  colonies,  and  two  or  more  by  each 
of  the  larger,  in  proportion  to  the  sums  they  pay  year- 
ly mto  the  general  treasury. 

MEBIBKRS'  PAY. 

shillmgs  sterlmg  per  diem,  during  their  sitting, 

and  milage  for  travellmg  expenses. 

PLACE   AND   TIME    OF  MEETING. 

To  meet  times  m  every  year,  at  the  capital 

of  each  colony,  in  course,  unless  particular  circum- 
stances and  emergencies  require  more  frequent  meet- 
ings, and  alteration  m  the  course  of  places.  The 
governor-general  to  judge  of  those  circumstances,  fcc, 
and  can  by  his  writs. 

GENERAL  TREASURY. 

Its  fund,  an  excise  on  strong  liquors,  pretty  equally 
drunk  in  the  colonies,  or  duty  on  liquor  imported,  or 
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shillings  on  each  license  of  a  public  house,  or  ex- 
cise on  superfluities,  as  tea,  &c.  &c.  All  which  would 
pay  m  some  proportion  to  the  present  wealth  of  each 
colony,  and  increase  as  that  wealth  mcreases,  and 
prevent  disputes  about  the  mequality  of  quotas.  To 
be  collected  in  each  colony  and  lodged  in  their  treas- 
ury, to  be  ready  for  the  payment  of  orders  issuing 
from  the  governor-general  and  grand  council  jointly. 

DUTY  AKD  POWER  OP  THE  GOVERN  OR- GENERAL 
AND  GRAND  COUNCIL. 

To  order  all  Indian  treaties.  Make  all  Indian  pur- 
chases not  withm  proprietary  grants.  Make  and  sup- 
port new  settiements,  by  building  forts,  raisbg  and 
paymg  soldiers  to  garrison  the  forts,  defend  the  fron- 
tiers, and  annoy  the  enemy.  Equip  guard-vessels  to 
scour  the  coasts  from  pivateers  in  time  of  war,  and 
protect  the  trade,  and  ev^  thing  that  shall  be  found 
necessary  for  the  defence  and  support  (^  the  colonies 
in  general,  and  increasing  and  extendmg  thdr  settie- 
ments, &C. 

For  the  expense,  they  may  draw  on  the  fund  in 
the  treasury  of  any  colony. 

MANNER   OP  PORMING  THIS   UNION. 

The  scheme,  being  first  well  considered,  corrected, 
and  improved  by  the  commissioners  at  Albany,  to  be 
sent  home,  and  an  act  of  Paiiiament  obtamed  for  es- 
tablishing it^ 

*  This  paper  wm  communicated  to  Jamea  Alexander,  with  the  fol- 
lowing note. 

«  New  York,  June  8th,  1754. 
<<Mr.  Alexander  ii  requested  to  peruse  theae  iimlff,  and  make  re« 
marks  in  correcting  or  improving  the  scheme,  and  send  the  paper  with 
such  remarks  to  Dr.  Golden  for  his  sentiments,  who  is  desired  to  for- 
ward the  whole  to  Albany,  to  their  very  humble  servant, 
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LETTER   PROM   JAMES  ALEXANDER   TO  CADWALLADER 
GOLDEN,  RESPECTING  THE  ABOVE  HINTS. 

New  York,  [June]  9th,  1754. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Peters,*  as  to  the  uniting  the  colonies,  and  the  difficul- 
ties thereof,  by  effecting  our  liberties  on  the  one  hand, 
or  being  ineffectual  on  the  other.  Whereon  Mr.  Frank- 
lin promised  to  set  down  some  hmts  of  a  scheme  that 
he  thought  might  do,  which  accordingly  he  sent  to  me 
to  be  transmitted  to  you,  and  it  is  enclosed. 

To  me,  it  seems  extremely  well  digested,  and  at 
first  sight  avoids  many  difficulties  that  had  occurred 
to  me.  ,' 

Some  difficulties  still  remain.  For  example,  there 
cannot  be  found  men  tolerably  well  skilled  m  warlike 
affairs  to  be  chosen  for  the  grand  council,  and  there  is 
danger  in  communicatmg  to  them  the  schemes  to  be 
put  in  execution,  for  fear  of  a  discovery  to  the  enemy. 


*  Mr.  Peten  was  one  of  the   delegates 
ftom  Pennsylyania.    The  following  is  a  list 
New  Hampshire. 
Theodore  Atkinson, 
Richard  Wibird, 
Meshech  Weare, 
Henry  Sherburne. 
Massachubettb. 
Samuel  WeUes, 
John  Chandler 
Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Oliver  Partridge, 
John  Worthington. 

CoifNECTICUT. 

William  Pitkin, 
Roger  Wolcott, 
Elisha  Williams. 
Rhode  Island. 
Stephen  Hopkins, 
Martin  Howard. 


to  the  Albany  Convention 
of  all  the  delegates. 

New-Yohk. 
James  Delancey, 
Joseph  Murray, 
William  Johnson, 
John  Chambers, 
William  Smith. 

Pennstlvania. 
John  Penn, 
Richard  Peters, 
Isaac  Norris, 
Benjamin  Franklin. 

Martx^itd. 
Benjamin  Tasker, 
Abraham  Bamei, 
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Whether  this  may  not  be  in  some  measure  remedied 
by  a  council  of  state,  of  a  few  persons  to  be  chosaoi 
by  the  grand  council  at  their  stated  meetings,  which 
council  of  state  to  be  always  attending  the  governor* 
general,  and  with  him  to  digest  beforehand  all  matters 
to  be  laid  before  the  next  grand  council,  and  only 
the  general,  but  not  the  particular,  plans  c^  operaticm. 

That  the  governor-general  and  that  council  of  state 
issue  orders  for  the  payment  of  moneys,  so  far  as  the 
grand  council  have  beforehand  agreed  may  be  issued 
for  any  general  plan  to  be  executed.  That  the  gov- 
ernor-general and  council  of  state,  at  every  meeting  of 
the  grand  council^  lay  before  them  their  accounts  and 
transactions  since  the  last  meetmg,  at  least  so  much  of 
their  transactions  as  is  safe  to  be  made  public  This 
council  of  state  to  be  something  like  that  of  the  United 
Provinces^  and  the  grand  council  to  resemble  the 
States-OeneraL 

That  the  capaci^  and  abili^  of  the  persons  to  be 
chosen  of  the  council  of  state  and  grand  council  be 
their  only  qualifications^  whether  members  of  die  re- 
spective bodies  that  choose  them  or  not  That  the 
grand  council,  with  the  governor-general,  have  power 
to  increase,  but  not  to  decrease,,  the  duties  laid  by  act 
of  Parliament,  and  have  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit 
on  emergencies,  to  be  sunk  by  the  mcreased  funds, 
bearing  a  small  mterest,  but  not  to  be  tenders.  I  am, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedirat, 

and  most  humble  servant. 

Jambs  Alexander. 
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REMARKS   ON   THE   HINTS   FOR  A  SCHEME   OF   UNION, 
BY  CADWALLADER  GOLDEN. 

GOYERirOR-GEirERAL. 

It  seems  agreed  on  all  hands  that  somethmg  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  for  unitmg  the  colonies  in  their 
mutual  defence,  and  it  seems  to  be  likewise  agreed 
that  it  can  only  be  done  effectually  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment For  this  reason  I  suppose  that  the  necessary 
funds  for  carrying  it  mto  execution,  in  pursuance  of 
the  ends  proposed  by  it,  cannot  be  otherwise  ob- 
tained. If  it  were  thought,  that  the  Assemblies  of  the 
several  colonies  may  agree  to  lay  the  same  duties,  and 
apply  them  to  the  general  defence  and  security  of  all 
the  colonies,  no  need  of  an  act  of  Pariiament. 

Qfusre  ;  Which  best  for  the  colonies ;  by  Parliament, 
or  by  the  several  Assemblies  ? 

Tlie  King's  ministers,  so  long  smce  as  the  year  1723, 
or  1724,  had  thoughts  of  sending  over  a  governor- 
general  of  all  the  colonies,  and  the  Earl  of  Stair  was 
proposed  as  a  fit  person.  It  is  probable,  the  want  of 
a  suitable  support  of  the  dignity  of  that  office  pre- 
vented that  scheme's  bemg  carried  into  execution,  and 
that  the  ministry  and  people  of  England  think  that 
this  charge  ought  to  be  borne  by  the  colonies. 

GRAND  Council. 
Qiuere;  Is  the  grand  council,  ynth  the  governor- 
general,  to  have  a  legislative  authority?  If  only  an 
executive  power,  objections  may  be  made  to  their  being 
elective.  It  would  be  in  a  great  measure  a  change  of 
the  constitution,  to  which  I  suspect  the  crown  will 
not  consent  We  see  the  mconveniences  attendmg 
the  present  constitution,  and  remedies  may  be  found 
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without  changing  it,  but  we  cannot  foresee  what  may 
be  the  consequences  of  a  change  in  it  If  the  grand 
council  be  elected  for  a  short  time,  steady  measures 
cannot  be  pursued.  If  elected  for  a  long  time,  and 
not  removable  by  the  crown,  they  may  become  danger- 
ous. Are  they  to  have  a  negative  on  the  acts  of  the 
governor-general  ?  It  is  to  be  considered  that  England 
will  keep  their  colonies,  as  far  as  they  can,  dependent 
on  them ;  and  this  view  is  to  be  preserved  in  all  schemes 
to  which  the  King's  consent  is  necessary. 

PLACE   AITD   TIME    OF   MEETING. 

It  may  be  thought  dangerous  to  have  fixed  meetings 
of  the  grand  council,  and  in  all  the  colonies  at  certain 
times  and  places.  It  is  a  privilege  which  the  Parlia- 
ment has  not,  nor  the  Privy  Council,  and  may  be 
thought  destructive  of  the  constitution. 

GENERAL   TREASURY. 

Some  estimate  ought  to  be  made  of  the  produce 
which  may  be  reasonably  expected  fi-om  the  funds 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  duties  on  liquors,  &c.,  to 
see  whether  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  ends  pro- 
posei  This  I  think  may  be  done  from  the  custom- 
houses in  the  most  considerable  places  for  trade  in 
the  colonies. 

MANNER   OF    FORMING   THE   UNION. 

No  doubt  any  private  person  may,  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, make  any  proposals  which  he  thinks  for  the  pub- 
lic benefit;  but,  if  they  are  to  be  made  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  several  colonies,  who  now  meet  at 
Albany,  it  may  be  presumed  that  they  speak  the  sense 
of  their  constituents.  What  authority  have  they  to 
do  this?  I  know  of  none  fit)m  either  the  Councilor 
Assembly  of  New  York. 

However,  these  things  may  be  properly  talked  of  in 
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conrersation  among  tlie  commissioners  for  iiirtlier  m« 
formaticm,  and  in  order  to  induce  the  several  Assem-< 
blies  to  give  proper  pow«9  to  oommissioners  to  meet 
afterwards  for  this  purpose.* 


REASONS  AND  MOTIVES 
ON  wmCH  THE  PLAN  OF  UNION  WAS  FORMED. 

The  commissioners  from  a  number  oi  the  northern 
colonies,  bemg  met  at  Albany,  and  considering  the 
difficulties  that  have  always  attended  the  most  neces- 
sary general  measures  for  the  common  defence,  or  Sot 
the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  when  they  were  to  be 
carried  through  the  several  particular  Assemblies  of  all 
the  colonies ;  some  Assemblies  being  before  at  variance 
with  their  governors  or  councils,  and  the  several*branch- 
es  of  the  government  not  on  terms  of  doing  business 
with  each  other;  others  takmg  the  opportunity,  when 
their  concurrence  is  wanted,  to  push  for  favorite  laws, 
powers,  or  points,  that  they  think  could  not  at  other 
times  be  obtained,  and  so  creatmg  disputes  and  quar- 
rels;  one  Assembly  waiting  to  see  what  another  will 
do,  bemg  afraid  of  domg  more  than  its  share,  or  de- 
sirous of  doing  less,  or  refusmg  to  do  any  thing,  be- 
cause its  country  is  not  at  present  so  much  exposed 
as  others,  or  because  another  will  reap  more  imme- 
diate advantage;  from  one  or  other  of  which  causes, 
the  Assemblies  oi  six  out  o(  seven  cokmies  applied  to, 

*  The  preeecUng  papem  were  fint  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  SsDe* 
wick's  Lffh  qf  WUlUim  LivwgaUn,  The  mannacripta,  fiom  which  they 
were  copied,  are  contained  in  the  archives  of  the  New  Yoilk  His- 
ToaicAi.  Society.  The  paper,  containing  Colden's  Remarks,  is  in 
his  own  handwriting.  —  Editoe. 
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had  granted  no  assistance  to  Viifpbia,  when  lately  m- 
vaded  by  the  French,  though  purposely  convened^  and 
the  importance  of  the  occasion  eamesdy  urged  upon 
them; — considering  moreover,  that  one  principal  encour- 
agement to  the  French,  in  invading  and  insulting  the 
British  'American  dominions,  was  their  knowledge  of 
our  disunited  state,  and  of  our  weakness  arising  from 
such  want  of  union;  and  that  from  hence  different 
colonies  were,  at  different  times,  extremely  harassed, 
and  put  to  great  expense  both  of  blood  and  treasure, 
who  would  have  remained  in  peace,  if  the  enemy 
had  had  cause  to  fear  the  drawing  on  themselves  the 
resentment  and  power  of  the  whole; — the  said  commis- 
sioners, considering  also  the  present  encroachments  of 
the  French,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  that 
may  be  expected  from  them,  if  not  opposed  with  our 
force,  came  to  an  unanimous  resolution ;  That  a  namn  of 
the  colonies  is  absolutely  necessary  for  their  preservation. 
The  maimer  of  forming  and  establishing  this  union 
was  the  next  point.  When  it  was  considered,  that 
the  colonies  were  seldom  all  in  equal  danger  at  the 
same  time,  or  equally  near  the  danger,  or  equally 
sensible  of  it;  that  some  of  them  had  particular  m- 
terests  to  manage,  with  which  a  union  might  inter- 
fere; and  that  they  were  extremely  jealous  of  each 
other ;  it  was  thought  impracticable  to  obtain  a  jomt 
agreement  of  all  the  colonies  to  a  union,  m  which 
the  expense  and  burthen  of  defending  any  of  them 
should  be  divided  among  them  all;  and  if  ever  acts 
of  Assembly  in  all  the  colonies  could  be  obtained  for 
that  purpose,  yet  as  any  colony,  on  the  least  dissat- 
isfaction, might  repeal  its  own  act,  and  thereby  with- 
draw itself  from  the  union,  it  would  not  be  a  stable 
one,  or  such  as  could  be  depended  on;  for  if  only 
one  colony  should,  on  any   disgust,   withdraw  itself, 
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Others  might  think  it  unjust  and  unequal*  that  they^ 
by  continuing  in  the  union,  should  be  at  the  expense 
of  defending  a  cobny,  which  refused  to  bear  its  pro- 
portionable part,  and  would  therefore  one  after  another 
withdraw,  till  the  whole  crumbled  into  its  original  parts. 
Therefore  the  commissioners  came  to  another  previous 
resolution,  That  it  u>a$  necessary  the  Vriian  should 
be  estabU^ied  by  act  of  ParKament. 

They  then  proceeded  to  sketch  out  a  Plan  of  CMon, 
which  they  did  in  a  plain  and  concise  manner,  just 
sufficient  to  show  their  sentiments  of  the  kmd  of  union, 
that  would  best  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  colonies, 
be  most  agreeable  to  the  people,  and  most  effectually 
promote  hb  Majesty's  service,  and  the  general  interest 
of  the  British  empire.  This  was  respectfully  sent  to 
the  Assemblies  of  the  several  cdonies  for  their  ccm- 
sidtt'ation,  and  to  receive  such  alterations  and  unprove- 
ments  as  they  should  thmk  fit  and  necessary;  after 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  transmitted  to  England 
to  be  perfected,  and  the  establishment  of  it  ih&e 
humbly  solicited. 

This  was  as  much  as  the  commissioners  cq)ild  da* 

REASONS  AGAINST  PARTIAL  UNIONS. 

It  was  proposed  by  some  of  the  commissioners  to 
form  the  colonies  into  two  or  three  distinct  unions; 
but  for  these  reasons  that  proposal  was  dropped  even 
by  those  that  made  it;  viz. 

1.  In  til  cases  where  the  strength  of  the  whole  was 
necessary  to  be  used  against  the  enemy,  there  would 
be  the  same  difficulty  in  degree,  to  bring  the  several 

*  Dr.  Davenant  was  fo  wall  convinoed  of  the  expediency  of  a  tmkm 
of  the  colonies,  that  he  recites,  at  fbll  length,  a  plan  contriyed,  as  he 
says,  with  good  judgment  for  the  purpose.  Davenani^  VoL  L  pp.  40; 
41,  of  Sir  a  Whitworth's  edition.-- B.  Y. 
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umons  to  unite  together^  as  now  the  seyeral  colonies ; 
and  consequently  the  same  delays  on  our  part  and 
advantage  to  the  enemy. 

2.  Each  union  woidd  8q)aratdy  be  weaker  than 
when  jomed  by  the  whole,  obliged  to  exert  more  force, 
b6  oppressed  by  the  expense,  and  the  enemy  less  de* 
terred  from  attacking  it 

3.  Where  particular  colonies  have  selfish  tietos,  as 
New  Toik,  with  regard  to  Indian  trade  and  lands ;  or 
are  less  exposed,  bemg  covered  by  others,  as  New 
Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Maryland ;  or  hare 
particular  whims  and  prejudices  against  wariike  meas- 
ures in  general,  as  Pennsylyania,  where  the  Quakers 
predominate;  such  cobnies  would  have  more  weight 
m  a  partial  union,  and  be  better  able  to  oppose  and 
obstruct  the  measures  necessary  for  the  general  good, 
than  where  they  are  swallowed  up  m  the  general  union. 

4.  The  Indian  trade  would  be  bettar  regulated  by 
the  union  of  the  whole  than  by  the  partial  unions. 
And,  as  Canada  is  chiefly  supported  by  that  trade,  if 
it  could  be  drawn  mto  the  hands  of  the  English,  as 
it  might  be  if  the  Indians  were  supplied  on  moderate 
terms,  and  by  honest  traders  appointed  by  and  acting 
for  the  public,  that  alone  would  contribute  greatly  to 
the  weakenmg  of  our  enemies. 

5.  The  establishing  of  new  colonies  westward  on 
the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes,  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  the  mcrease  of  British  trade  and  power, 
to  the  breaking  that  of  the  French,  and  to  the  pro- 
tection and  security  of  our  present  colonies,  would 
best  be  carried  on  by  a  jomt  union. 

6.  It  was  also  thought,  that  by  the  frequent 
meetings  together  of  commissioners  or  representatives 
from  all  the  colonies,  the  circumstances  of  the  whole 
would  be  better  known,  and  the  good  of  the  whole 
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better  provided  for;  and  that  the  colonies  would  by 
this  connexion  learn  to  consider  themselves^  not  as 
so  many  independent  states,  but  as  members  of  the 
same  body ;  and  thence  be  more  ready  to  afford  as- 
sistance and  support  to  each  other,  and  to  make  di- 
versions in  favor  even  of  the  most  distant,  and  to 
join  cordially  m  any  expedition  (or  the  benefit  of  all 
against  the  common  enemy. 

These  were  the  principal  reasons  and  motives  for 
formmg  the  Plan  of  Union  as  it  stands.  To  which 
may  be  added  this,  that  as  the  union  of  the — [The 
remainder  of  this  article  was  lost.] 


PL  AN    OF    UNION 

ADOPTED  BY  THE  CONVENTION  AT  ALBANY ;  WTTH  THE  REASONS 
AND  MOTIVES  FOR  EACH  ARTICLE  OF  THE  PLAN.* 

It  is  proposed,  that  humble  application  be  made 
for  an  act  of  Parliament  of  Great  Britam,  by  virtue 
of  which  one  general  government  may  be  formed  in 
America,  mcluding  all   the   said  colonies,   within  and 

*  The  seyerel  ArtideM^  as  originally  adopted,  are  printed  in  Italic 
type ;  the  reasons  and  motives  in  Roman. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  anion  was  to  extend  to  the  colonies  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  (being  all  the  British  Colonies  at  that  time  in  North  America, 
except  Georgia  and  Nova  Scotia,)  <<  for  their  mutual  defence  and  secu- 
rity, and  for  extending  the  British  settlements  in  North  America." 
Another  plan  was  proposed  in  the  Convention,  which  included  only 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey.  This  was  printed  in  the  volume  of  the  Collsctiohs 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  for  1800.  It  is  a  rough  draft 
of  the  above  Plan,  with  some  unimportant  variations.  It  would  seem, 
by  the  Hints  communicated  to  Mr.  Alexander,  that  Franklin  himself 
did  not  at  first  contemplate  any  thing  more  than  a  union  of  the  north- 
em  colonies.  —  Editor. 
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under  which  goyemment  each  cdcmy  Eiay  retam  its 
present  constitution,  except  in  the  particulars  wherdn 
a  diange  may  be  directed  by  the  said  act,  as  here- 
after foUows. 

PRESIDENT-GENERAL   AND   GRAND    COUNCIL. 

That  the  said  general  government  be  administered  by 
a  President' General^  to  be  appointed  and  supported  by 
the  crown;  and  a  Grand  Council^  to  be  chosen  by  the 
representaiioes  of  the  people  of  the  several  colonies 
met  in  their  respective  Jlssemblies. 

It  was  thought  that  it  would  be  best  the  president- 
general  should  be  supported  as  well  as  appointed  by 
the  crown,  that  so  all  disputes  between  him  and  the 
grand  councH  concerning  his  salary  mi^t  be  prerent- 
ed;  as  such  disputes  have  been  frcquendy  of  mischiey- 
ous  consequttkce  in  particular  colonies,  especially  in 
time  of  public  danger.  The  quit-rents  of  crown  lands 
in  America  might  in  a  short  time  be  sufficient  for  this 
purpose.  The  choice  of  members  for  the  grand  coun- 
cil is  placed  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  each 
goyemment,  in  CMrda:  to  give  the  people  a  share  in 
this  new  general  goyemment,  as  the  crown  has  its 
share  by  the  appomtment  of  the  president-general 

But  it  bemg  pressed  by  the  gendemen  of  the 
council  of  New  Toi^k,  and  some  other  counsellors 
among  the  commissbners,  to  alter  the  plan  in  this  par- 
ticular, and  to  giye  the  goyemors  and  council  of  the 
several  provinces  a  share  in  the  choice  of  the  grand 
council,  or  at  least  a  power  of  approving  and  confirm- 
ing, or  of  disallowing,  the  choice  made  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  it  was  said, 

^^That  the  government  or  constitution,  proposed  to 
be  formed  by  the  plan,  conabts  of  two  branches;  a 
{Hfesident-general  appomted  by  the  crown,  and  a  council 
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chosen  by  the  people,  or  by  the  people's  represen- 
tatives, which  is  the  same  thing. 

''That  by  a  subsequent  article,  the  council  chosen 
by  the  people  can  effect  nothing  without  the  consent 
of  the  president-general  appomted  by  the  crown;  the 
crown  possesses  therefore  full  one  half  of  the  power 
of  this  constitution. 

"That  m  the  British  constitution,  the  crown  is  sup- 
posed to  possess  but  one  third,  the  lords  having  their 
share. 

''That  this  constitution  seemed  rather  more  favora- 
ble for  the  crown. 

"That  it  is  essential  to  English  liberty,  that  the 
subject  should  not  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent, 
or  the  consent  of  his  elected  representatives. 

"That  taxes  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  this  proposed 
constitution  will  be  proposed  and  agreed  to  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  if  the  plan  m  this  par- 
ticular be  preserved; 

"But  if  the  proposed  alteration  should  take  place, 
it  seemed  as  if  matters  may  be  so  managed,  as  that 
the  crown  shall  finally  have  the  appointment,  not  only 
of  the  president-general,  but  <^  a  majority  of  the 
grand  council ;  for  seven  out  of  eleven  governors  and 
councils  are  appointed  by  the  crown; 

"And  so  tlie  people  in  all  the  colonies  would  in 
effect  be  taxed  by  their  governors. 

"  It  was  therefore  apprehended,  that  such  alterations 
of  the  plan  would  give  great  dissatisfaction,  and  that 
the  colonies  could  not  be  easy  under  such  a  power 
m  governors,  and  such  an  infringement  of  what  they 
take  to  be  English  liberty. 

"Besides,  the  giving  a  share  in  the  choice  of  the 
grand  council  would  not  be  equal  with  respect  to  all 
the  colonies,   as  their   constitutions  differ.     In  some. 
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both  governor  and  council  are  ^pointed  by  the  crown. 
In  others,  they  are  both  appointed  by  the  proprietors. 
In  some,  the  people  have  a  share  in  the  choice  of 
the  council;  m  others,  both  government  and  council 
are  wholly  chosen  by  the  people.  But  the  house  of 
representatives  is  everywhere  chosen  by  the  people; 
and,  therefore,  placing  the  right  of  choosmg  the  grand 
council  in  the  representatives  is  equal  with  respect 
to  alL 

"That  the  grand  council  is  mtended  to  represent 
all  the  several  houses  of  representatives  of  the  colo- 
nies, as  a  house  of  representatives  doth  the  several 
towns  or  counties  of  a  colony.  Could  all  the  people 
of  a  colony  be  consulted  and  unite  in  public  meas- 
ures, athouse  of  representatives  would  be  needless, 
and  could  all  the  Assemblies  conveniently  consult  and 
unite  m  general  measures,  the  grand  council  would 
be  unnecessary. 

"  That  a  house  of  commons  or  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  grand  council,  are  thus  alike  in 
their  nature  and  intention.  And,  as  it  would  seem 
improper  that  the  King  or  House  of  Lords  should 
have  a  power  of  disallowing  or  appointing  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons ;  so  likewise,  that  a  gov- 
ernor and  council  appointed  by  the  crown  should  have 
a  power  of  disallowing  or  appointing  members  of  the 
grand  council,  who,  in  this  constitution,  are  to  be  the 
representatives  of  the  people. 

**If  the  governors  and  councils  therefore  were  to 
have  a  share  m  the  choice  of  any  that  are  to  con- 
duct this  general  government,  it  should  seem  more 
proper  that  they  choose  the  president-gen^*aL  But, 
this  being  an  office  of  great  trust  and  impcHtance  to 
the  nation,  it  was  thought  better  to  be  filled  by  the 
immediate  appointment  of  the  crown. 
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**The  power  proposed  to  be  given  by  the  plan  to 
the  grand  council  is  only  a  concentration  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  several  Assemblies  in  certain  points  for  the 
general  welfare ;  as  the  pow^  of  the  president-general 
i%  of  the  powers  of  the  several  governors  m  the  same 
points. 

^And  as  the  choice  therefore  of  the  grand  coun- 
cil, by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  neither  gives 
the  people  any  new  powers,  nor  diminishes  the  power 
of  die  crown,  it  was  thought  and  hoped  the  crown 
would  not  disapprove  of  it** 

Upon  the  whole,  the  commissioners  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  choice  veas  most  properly  placed  in  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people. 


EUCCTION   OF  MEMBERS. 

Tfiat  within  months  aftar  the  passing   such 

act,  the  house  of  representatives,  that  happen  to  be 
sitting  within  that  time,  or  that  shall  be  especially  for 
that  purpose  convened,  may  and  shall  choose  mem- 
bers for  the  grand  council,  in  the  following  propor- 
tion, that  is  to  say, 
Massachusetts  Bay, 


New  Hampshire, 
Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Vn^mia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Caroima, 


7 
2 
6 
2 
4 
3 
6 
4 
7 
4 
4 
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It  was  thought,  that  if  the  least  colonj  was  al- 
lowed two,  and  the  others  m  prop<Htion,  the  number 
would  be  very  great,  and  the  expense  heavy;  and 
that  less  than  two  would  not  be  convenient,  as,  a  sin- 
gle person  bemg  by  any  accident  prevented  appear-* 
mg  at  the  meeting,  the  colony  he  ought  to  appear 
for  would  not  be  represented.  That  as  the  chdce 
was  not  immediately  popular,  they  would  be  geni- 
ally men  of  good  abilities  for  business,  and  men  of 
reputation  for  mtegrity ;  and  that  forty-eight  such  men 
might  be  a  number  sufficient.  But,  though  it  was 
thought  reasonable  that  each  colony  should  have  a 
share  in  the  representative  body  in  some  degree  ac- 
cording to  the  prqxntion  it  contributed  to  the  gen- 
eral treasury,  yet  the  proportion  of  wealth  or  power 
of  the  colonies  is  not  to  be  judged  by  the  proportion 
here  fixed;  because  it  was  at  first  agreed,  that  the 
greatest  colony  should  not  have  more  than  seven  mem- 
bers, nor  the  least  less  than  two ;  and  the  setting  these 
proportions  between  these  two  extremes  was  not  nicely 
attended  to,  as  it  would  find  itself,  after  the  first  elec- 
tion, firom  the  sums  brou^t  into  the  treasury,  as  by 
a  subsequent  article. 

PLACE    OF   FIRST   MEETING. 

— who  shall  meet  for  the  first  tune  at  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia in  Pennsyhxmiaj  being  called  by  the  President- 
General  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  his  ap- 
pointment. 

Phfladelphia  was  named  as  bemg  nearer  the  centre 
of  the  colonies,  where  the  commissioners  would  be 
well  and  cheaply  accommodated.  The  high  roads, 
through  the  whole  extent,  are  for  the  most  part  very 
good,  in  which  forty  en*  fifty  miles  a  day  may  very 
well  be,  and  firequendy  are,  travelled.    Great  part  of 
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the  way  may  likewise  be  gone  by  water.  In  summer 
time,  the  passages  are  frequently  performed  in  a  week 
fixxm  Charleston  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York;  and 
from  Rhode  Island  to  New  Yoik  through  the  Sound, 
m  two  or  three  days ;  and  fit)m  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia, by  water  and  land,  in  two  days,  by  stage 
boats  and  wheel  carriages  that  set  out  every  other 
day.  The  journey  from  Charieston  to  Philadelphia 
may  likewise  be  facilitated  by  boats  runnmg  up  Ghesa- 
peake«  Bay  three  hundred  miles.  But  if  the  whde 
journey  be  performed  on  horseback,  the  most  distant 
members,  viz.  the  two  bom  New  Hampshire  and  &om 
South  Carolma  may  probably  render  themsdves  at 
Philadelphia  m  fifteen  or  twenty  days;  the  majority 
may  be  there  m  much  less  time. 

NEW   ELECTION. 

That  there  $haU  be  a  new  election  of  the  metpbera 
of  the  Grand  Council  every  three  years;  and,  on  the 
death  or  resignation  of  any  member j  his  place  should 
be  supplied  by  a  new  choice  at  the  next  sitting  of  the 
jlssembly  of  the  colony  he  xepresented. 

Some  colonies  have  annual  assemblies,  some  con- 
tinue, during  a  governor's  pleasure;  three  years  was 
thought  a  reasonable  medhim,  as  afibrdmg  a  new  mem- 
ber time  to  improve  himself  in  the  business,  and  to 
act  after  such  improvement,  and  yet  giving  opportu- 
nities, fi^uently  enough,  to  change  him,  if  he  has  mis- 
behaved. 

PROPORTION   OF  MEMBERS  AFTER   THE    FIRST  THREE 

TEARS. 

ITujt  after  the  first  three  years^  when  the  proportion 
of  money  arising  out  of  each  colony  to  the  general 
treasury  can  be  known,  the  number  of  members  to 
be  chosen  for  each  colony  shall  from  time  to  time^  w 
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aU  enmmg  ekctiaM,  be  regulated  by  that  proportion, 
yet  so  a$  that  the  number  to  be  chosen  by  any  one 
province  be  not  more  than  seven^  nor  less  than  two. 
By  a  subsequent  article  it  is  proposed,  that  the 
general  council  shall  lay  and  levy  such  general  du- 
ties, as  to  them  may  appear  most  equal  and  least 
burthensome,  &c.  Suppose,  for  mstance,  they  lay  a 
small  duty  or  excise  on  some  commodity  imported 
into  or  made  m  the  colonies,  and  pretty  generally  and 
equally  used  in  all  of  them,  as  rum  perhaps,  or  wine ; 
the  yearly  produce  of  this  duty  or  excise,  if  fairly  col- 
lected, would  be  m  some  colonies  greater,  in  others 
less,  as  the  colonies  are  greater  or  smaller.  When  the 
coDector^s  accounts  are  brought  m,  the  proportions 
will  appear;  and  from  them  it  is  proposed  to  regulate 
the  proportion  of  representatives  to  be  chosen  at  the 
next  general  election,  within  the  Hmits  however  of 
seven  and  two.  These  numbers  may  therefore  vary  in 
the  course  of  years,  as  the  colonies  may  in  the  growth 
and  mcrease  of  people.  And  thus  the  quota  of  tax 
from  each  colony  would  naturally  vary  with  its  cir- 
cumstances, thereby  preventing  all  disputes  and  dis- 
satisfaction about  the  just  proportions  due  from  each ; 
which  might  otherwise  produce  pernicious  consequen- 
ces, and  destroy  the  harmony  and  good  agreement  that 
ought  to  subsist  between  the  several  parts  of  the 
Union. 

HSBUKGS   01*  THO   GKhVD  COVVCIL,  AVB  CAUL 

That  the  Grand  Council  shall  meet  once  m  eoery 
year,  and  qftener  if  occasion  require,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  adjourn  to  at  the  last  preceding 
meeting,  or  as  they  shaU  be  called  to  meet  at  by  the 
President- Oeneral  on  any  emergency;  he  having  first 
obtained  in  writing  the  consent  of  seven  of  the  members 
to  such  call,  and  sent  due  and  timely  notice  to  the  whole. 
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It  was  thought,  in  establishing  and  gor^ning  new 
colonies  or  settlements,  regulating  Indian  trade,  Indian 
treaties,  &c.,  there  would  be  every  year  sufficient 
busmess  arise  to  require  at  least  one  meeting,  and 
at  such  meeting  many  things  might  be  suggested  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  colonies.  This  aimual  meeting 
may  either  be  at  a  time  or  place  certain,  to  be  fixed 
by  the  president-g^aeral  and  grand  council  at  their 
first  meeting;  or  left  at  liberty,  to  be  at  such  time 
and  place  as  they  shall  adjourn  to,  or  be  called  to 
meet  at  by  the  president-general 

In  time  of  war  it  seems  convenient,  that  the  meet- 
ing should  be  in  that  colony,  which  is  nearest  the 
seat  of  action. 

The  power  of  calling  them  on  any  emergency  seemed 
necessary  to  be  vested  m  the  president-general;  but, 
that  sudi  power  might  not  be  wantonly  used  to  harass 
the  members,  and  oblige  them  to  make  fi^uent  long 
journeys  to  little  purpose,  the  consent  of  seven  at  least 
to  such  call  was  supposed  a  convenient  guard. 

CONTINUANCE. 

That  the  Grcmd  Council  have  power  to  choose  their 
speaker;  and  shall  neither  be  dissolved,  prorogued,  nor 
continued  sitting  longer  than  six  weeks  at  one  time, 
without  their  own  consent  or  the  special  command  of 
the  crotvn. 

The  speaker  should  be  presented  f<»*  approbation; 
it  being  conrenient,  to  prevent  misunderstandmgs  and 
disgusts,  that  the  mouth  of  the  council  should  be  a 
person  agreeable,  if  possible,  both  to  the  council  and 
president-general 

Governors  have  sometimes  wantonly  exercised  the 
power  of  proroguing  or  continumg  the  sessions  of  as- 
semblies, merely  to  harass  the  members  and  compel  a 
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compliance;  and  sometimes  dissolre  them  on  slight 
disgusts.  This  it  was  feared  might  be  done  by  the 
president-general,  if  not  proYided  against ;  and  the  m- 
convenience  and  hardship  would  be  greater  m  the 
general  government  than  in  particular  oobnies,  m  pro- 
portion to  the  distance  the  members  must  be  from 
home  during  sittings,  and  the  long  journeys  some  of 
them  must  necessarily  take, 

members'   ALL0WAI7CE. 

Thai  the  members  of  the  Grand  Council  shall  be 
allowed  for  their  service  ten  shillings  sterling  per  diem, 
during  their  session  and  journey  to  and  from  the  place 
of  meeting;  twenty  miles  to  be  reckoned  a  dcafs  jour- 
ney. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  allow  some  wages,  lest 
the  expense  might  deter  some  suitable  persons  from 
the  service;  and  not  to  allow  too  great  wages,  lest 
unsuitable  persons  should  be  tempted  to  cabal  for  the 
employment,  for  the  sake  of  gam.  Twenty  miles  were 
set  down  as  a  day's  journey,  to  allow  for  accidental 
hindrances  on  the  road,  and  the  greater  expenses  of 
travelling  than  residmg  at  the  place  of  meeting. 

ASSENT   OF   PRESIDElVT-GEirERAL   AND   HIS   DUTY. 

TTiat  the  assent  of  the  President- General  be  requisite 
to  all  acts  of  the  Grand  Council^  a$hd  that  it  be  his 
office  and  duty  to  cause  them  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  assent  of  the  president-general  to  all  acts  of 
the  grand  council  was  made  necessaiy,  in  order  to 
give  the  crown  its  due  share  of  influence  in  this  gov- 
ernment, and  omnect  it  with  that  of  Qreat  Britam. 
The  president-general,  besides  one  half  of  die  legis- 
lative power,  hath  in  his  hands  the  whole  executive 
power. 
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POWER   OF   PRESIDENT-GENERAL   AND     GRAND    COUN- 
CIL;  TREATIES    OF   PEACE    AND   WAR. 

Thct  the  President' General^  with  the  advice  of  the 
Grand  Council^  hold  or  direct  all  Indian  treaties^  in 
which  the  general  interest  of  the  colonies  may  be  con-- 
cemed;  and  make  peace  or  declare  war  with  Indian 
nations. 

The  power  of  making  peace  or  war  with  Indian 
nations  is  at  present  supposed  to  be  in  every  colony, 
and  is  expressly  granted  to  some  by  charter,  so  that 
no  new  power  is  hereby  mtended  to  be  granted  to 
the  colonies.  But  as,  in  consequence  of  this  power, 
one  colony  might  make  peace  with  a  nation  that  an- 
other was  jusdy  engaged  in  war  with ;  or  make  war 
on  slight  occasions  without  the  concurrence  or  ap- 
probation of  neighbouring  colonies,  greatly  endangered 
by  it ;  or  make  particular  treaties  of  neutrality  in  case 
of  a  general  war,  to  their  own  private  advantage  m 
trade,  by  supplying  the  common  enemy ;  of  all  which 
there  have  been  mstances;  it  was  thought  better,  to 
have  all  treaties  of  a  general  nature  under  a  general 
direction,  that  so  the  good  of  the  whole  may  be  con- 
sulted and  provided  for. 

INDIAN    TRADE. 

That  they  make  such  laws  as  they  judge  necessary 
for  regulating  all  Indian  trade. 

Many  quarrels  and  wars  have  arisen  between  the 
colonies  and  Indian  nations,  through  the  bad  conduct 
of  traders  who  cheat  the  Indians  after  making  them 
drunk,  &c.,  to  the  great  expense  of  the  colonies,  both 
m  blood-  and  treasure.  Particular  colonies  are  so  in- 
terested in  the  trade,  as  not  to  be  willing  to  admit 
such  a  regxilation  as  might  be  best  for  the  whole; 
and  therefore  it  was  thought  best  under  a  general  di- 
rection. 
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INDIAK    PimCHASES. 

That  they  make  all  purchases,  from  Indians  far  the 
croum,  of  lands  not  now  within  the  bounds  of  par- 
ticular colonies f  or  that  shall  not  be  within  their  bounds 
when  some  of  them  are  reduced  to  more  convenient  di- 
mensions. 

Purchases  from  the  Indians,  made  by  private  per- 
sons, have  been  attended  with  many  mconveniences. 
They  have  frequently  mterfered,  and  occasioned  un- 
certainty of  tides,  many  disputes  and  expensive  law- 
suits, and  hindered  the  setdement  of  the  land  so  dis- 
puted Then  the  Indians  have  been  cheated  by  such 
private  purchases,  and  discontent  and  wars  have  been 
the  consequence.  These  would  be  prevented  by  pub- 
lic fair  purchases. 

Several  of  the  colony  charters  in  America  extend 
their  bounds  to  the  South  Sea,  which  may  be  perhaqps 
three  or  four  thousand  miles  m  length  to  one  or  two 
hundred  miles  m  breadth.  It  is  supposed  they  must 
in  time  be  reduced  to  dimensions  more  convenient 
fen*  the  common  purposes  of  government 

Very  little  of  the  land  in  those  grants  b  yet  pur- 
chased of  the  Indians. 

It  is  much  cheaper  to  purchase  of  them,  than  to 
take  and  maintam  the  possession  by  fixice;  for  they 
are  generally  veiy  reasonable  in  their  demands  for 
land;  and  die  expense  of  guarding  a  large  frontier 
against  their  mcimsions  is  vasdy  great;  because  all 
must  be  guarded,  and  always  guarded,  as  we  know 
not  where  or  when  to  expect  them.* 

*  To  gaard  against  the  incnnioiia  of  the  Indtaiw,  a  j^an  was  sent 
orer  to  America,  (and,  as  I  think,  by  authority,)  soggesting  tiie  esqpe- 
diency  of  clearing  away  the  woods  and  bashes  from  a  tract  of  land, 
a  mile  in  breadth,  and  extending  along  the  back  of  the  colonies.  Un- 
fortonately,  besides  the  large  expense  of  the  undertaking  (which,  if  one 
acre  cost  £2  sterling,  and  six  hundred  and  ftnty  acres  make  a  sqaaie 
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NEW   SETTLEMENTS. 

That  they  make  new  settlements  on  such  purchases^ 
by  granting  lands  in  the  Km^s  name,  reserving  a 
quit-rent  to  the  crown  for  the  use  of  the  general  treas- 
wy. 

It  is  supposed  better  that  there  should  be  one  pur- 
chaser than  many;  and  that  the  crown  should  be 
that  purchaser,  or  the  Union  m  the  name  of  the  crown. 
By  this  means  the  bai^ams  may  be  more  easfly  made, 
the  price  not  enhanced  by  numerous  bidders,  future 
disputes  about  private  Indian  purchases,  and  monopo- 
lies of  vast  tracts  to  particular  persons  (which  are 
prejudicial  to  the  settlement  and  peoplmg  of  the  coun- 
tiy),  ix^vented ;  and,  the  land  bemg  agun  granted  in 
small  tracts  to  the  settlers,  the  quit-rents  reserved  may 
in  time  become  a  fund  for  support  of  government,  for 
defence  of  the  country,  ease  of  taxes,  &c. 

Strong  forts  on  Ae  Lakes,  the  OMo,  &c.,  may,  at 
the  same  time  they  secure  our  present  frontiers,  serve 
to  defend  new  colonies  setfled  undw  their  protecdon ; 
and  such  colonies  would  also  mirtually  defend  and 
support  such  forts,  and  better  secure  the  friendship 
of  tiie  far  Indians. 

A  particular  colcmy  bais  scarce  strengljh  enough  to 
extend  itself  hy  new  settlements,  at  so  great  a  dis- 
tance from  the  old ;  but  the  jomt  force  of  the  Union 
might  suddenly  establish  a  new  colony  or  two  in  those 
parts,  or  extend  an  old  colony  to  partictdar  passes, 

mile,  ifl  £128,000  j!n<  emi  fiv  eviny  hundxed  iiuto»),  it  was  ft^[0tte]i, 
that  the  IndiaiiB,  like  other  people,  knew  the  diffeience  between  day 
and  night,  and  that  «  mile  «of  advance  and  another  of  retreat  were 
nothing  to  the  iselenty  of  aoch  ja  enen^«  Thia  .plan,  it  10  said,  was 
the  woik  of  Dean  Tuoker.— B.  V. 

If  the  abeurdi^  of  aoch  a  acheme  is  not  in  itself  sufficiently  glaring, 
itmay  be  added,  that  bushes  would  soon  start  up  and  grow  into  trees 
•gain,  and  the  eapense  of  clearing  must  be  often  j»y^ated.^£DiTOB. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PLAN   OP   UNION.  49 

greatly  to  the  security  of  our  present  frontiers,  increase 
of  trade  and  people,  breaking  off  the  French  commu- 
nication  between  Canada  and  Louisiana,  and  speedy 
settlement  of  the  intermediate  lands. 

The  power  of  settlmg  new  colonies  is  therefore 
thought  a  valuable  part  of  the  plan,  and  what  cannot 
so  weQ  be  executed  by  two  unions  as  by  one. 

LAWS   TO    GOVERN   THEM. 

That  they  make  laws  for  regulating  and  governing 
such  new  settlements^  till  the  croum  shall  think  fit  to 
form  them  into  particular  governments. 

The  makmg  of  laws  suitable  for  the  new  colonies, 
it  was  thought,  would  be  properly  vested  m  the  presi- 
dent-general and  grand  council;  under  whose  protec- 
tion they  must  at  first  necessarily  be,  and  who  would 
be  well  acquainted  with  their  circumstances,  as  havmg 
settled  them.  When  they  are  become  sufficiently  pop- 
ulous, they  may  by  the  crown  be  formed  mto  com- 
plete and  distmct  governments. 

The  appointment  of  a  sub-president  by  the  crown, 
to  take  place  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  the 
president-general,  would  perhaps  be  an  improvement 
of  the  plan ;  and  if  all  the  governors  of  particular  pro- 
vmces  were  to  be  formed  into  a  standing  council  of 
state,  (or  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  president- 
general,  it  might  be  another  considerable  improvement 

RAISE   SOLDIERS,   AND   EQUIP   VESSELS,   &C. 

J%at  they  raise  and  pay  soldiers  and  build  forts  for 
the  defence  of  any  of  the  colonies^  and  equip  vessels 
of  farce  to  guard  the  coasts  and  protect  the  trade  on 
the  ocean,  lakes,  or  great  rivers ;  but  they  shall  not  ^- 
press  men  in  any  colony,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislature. 
It  was  thought,  that  quotas  of  men,  to  be  raised  and 
VOL.  m.  7  £ 
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paid  by  the  seyend  cckaaies^  and  joined  for  any  pub- 
lic service,  could  not  always  be  got  together  with  the 
necessary  expeditioBL  For  instance,  suppose  one  thou- 
sand men  should  be  wanted  in  New  Hampshire  on  any 
emergency.  To  fetch  them  by  fifties  and  hundreds 
out  of  every  colony,  as  fin*  as  South  Carolina,  would 
be  incomnenient,  the  transportation  chargeable,  and  the 
occasion  perhaps  passed  before  they  could  be  assem- 
bled; and  therefore  that  it  would  be  best  to  raise 
them  (by  offering  bounty-money  and  pay)  near  the 
place  where  they  would  be  wanted,  to  be  discharged 
agam  when  the  service  should  be  over. 

Particular  colonies  are  at  present  backwanl  to  build 
forts  at  their  own  expense,  which  they  say  will  be 
equally  useful  to  their  neighbouring  colonies ;  who  re- 
fuse to  join,  on  a  presumption  that  such  forts  unll  be 
built  and  kept  up,  though  they  contribute  nothing. 
This  unjust  conduct  weakens  the  whole ;  but,  the  forts 
bemg  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  it  was  thought  best 
they  should  be  built  and  mamtained  by  the  whole, 
out  of  the  common  treasury. 

In  the  time  of  war,  small  vessels  of  force  are  some- 
times necessary  in  the  colonies  to  scour  the  coasts  of 
smslll  privateers.  These  being  provided  by  the  Union 
will  be  an  advantage  in  turn  to  the  colonies  which  are 
situated  on  the  sea,  and  whose  frontiers  on  die  land- 
side,  bemg  covered  by  other  colonies,  reap  but  little 
immediate  benefit  fit)m  the  advanced  forts. 

POWER  TO   MA^C£  LAWS,  XAT  DUTIES,   &C. 

That  for  the^e  purposes  they  heme  power  to  make 
UmSj  caul  lay  atkd  kny  such  general  datiesy  imposHj 
or  taxes,  as  to  them  shall  appear  fnost  equal  and  just 
(considering  the  abilUy  €md  other  drcumstanoes  of  the 
inhabitants  in  the  several  colonies),  and  such  as  may  be 
collected  uMh  the  least  ineonvenience  to  the  pe(yile; 
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r  either  discouraging  luxury  ^  than  loiuUng  indudry  with 
unnecessary  burthens. 

The  laws  which  the  president-general  and  grand 
council  are  empowered  to  make  are  such  only  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  government  of  the  settlements ; 
the  raismg,  regulating,  and  paying  soldiers  for  the  gen- 
eral service ;  the  regulating  of  Indian  trade ;  and  laying 
and  collecting  the  general  duties  and  taxes.  They 
should  also  have  a  power  to  restrain  the  exportation  of 
provisions  to  the  eneniy  from  any  of  the  colonies^  on 
particular  occasions,  in  tune  of  war.  But  it  is  not  in- 
tended, that  they  may  mterfere  vnth  the  constitution 
and  government  of  the  particular  colonies ;  who  are  to 
be  left  to  their  own  laws,  and  to  lay,  levy,  and  apply 
then*  own  taxes  as  before. 

GENERAL   TREASURER   AND   PARTICULAR   TREASURER. 

Ihat  they  may  appoint  a  General  Treasurer  and  Par- 
ticular  Treasurer  in  each  govemmentj  when  necessary ; 
and  from  tme  to  time  may  order  the  sums  in  the  treasu- 
ries of  each  government  into  the  general  treasury;  or 
draw  on  them  for  special  payments,  as  they  find  most 
conoenient. 

The  treasurers  here  meant  are  only  for  the  general 
funds,  and  not  for  the  particular  funds  of  each  colony, 
which  remam  m  the  hands  of  their  own  treasurers  at 
their  own  disposal 

MONET,  HOW  TO   ISSUE. 

Yet  no  money  to  issue  but  by  joint  orders  of  the 
President' General  and  Grand  Council;  except  where 
sums  haoe  been  appropriated  to  particular  purposes,  and 
the  President' General  is  previously  empowered  by  an 
act  to  draw  such  sums. 

To  prevent  misapplication  of  the  money,  or  even 
application  that  might  be  dissatisfactory  to  the  crown 
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or  the  people,  it  was  thought  necessary,  to  join  the 
president-general  and  grand  council  in  all  issues  of 
money. 

ACCOUNTS. 

That  the  general  accounts  shall  be  yearly  settled  and 
reported  to  the  several  Assemblies. 

By  communicating  the  accounts  yearly  to  each  As- 
sembly, they  will  be  satisfied  of  the  prudent  and 
honest  conduct  of  their  representatives  m  the  grand 
council 

QUORUM. 

That  a  quorum  of  the  Grand  Council^  empowered  to 
act  with  the  President- General,  do  consist  of  twenty- 
five  members;  among  whom  there  shall  be  one  or  more 
from  a  majority  of  the  colonies. 

The  quorum  seems  large,  but  it  was  thought  it 
would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  colonies  in  general, 
to  have  matters  of  importance  to  the  whole  transacted 
by  a  smaUer  number,  or  even  by  this  number  of 
twenty-five,  unless  there  were  among  them  one  at  least 
fit)m  a  majority  of  the  colonies;  because  otherwise, 
the  whole  quorum  being  made  up  of  members  fix)m 
three  or  four  colonies  at  one  end  of  the  union,  some- 
thing might  be  done  that  would  not  be  equal  with 
respect  to  the  rest,  and  thence  dissatisfaction  and  dis- 
cords might  rise  to  the  prejudice  of  the  whole. 

LAWS   TO    BE   TRANSMITTED. 

TTiat  the  kuos  made  by  them  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said shall  ,not  be  repugnant,  but,  as  near  as  may  be, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  shall  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  King  in  Council  for  approbation,  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  their  passing;  and  if  not  disapproved 
within  three  years  after  presentation,  to  remain  in  force. 

This  was  thought  necessary  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  crown,  to  preserve  the  connexion  of  the  parts  of 
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the  British  empire  with  the  whole,  of  the  members 
with  the  head,  and  to  induce  greater  care  and  cir* 
cmnspection  in  makmg  of  the  laws,  that  they  be  good 
m  themselves  and  for  the  general  benefit 

DEATH    OF   THE    PRESFDEin^-GENERAL. 

Thatf  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  President- General, 
the  Speaker  of  the  Grand  Council  for  the  time  being 
shall  succeed,  and  be  vested  with  the  same  powers  and 
authoritieSj  to  continue  till  the  King^s  pleasure  be  known. 

It  might  be  better,  perhaps,  as  was  said  before,  if 
the  crown  appointed  a  vice-president,  to  take  place 
on  the  death  or  absence  of  the  president-general ;  for 
so  we  should  be  more  sure  of  a  suitable  person  at 
the  head  of  the  colonies.  On  the  death  or  absence 
of  both,  the  speaker  to  take  place  (or  rather  the  eld- 
est King's  governor)  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure  be 
known* 

OFFICERS,  HOW   APPOINTED. 

That  all  miUtary  commission  officers,  whether  for 
land  or  sea  service,  to  act  under  this  general  consHtti- 
turn,  shall  be  nominated  by  the  President- General;  but 
the  approbation  of  the  Grand  Council  is  to  be  obtained, 
before  they  receive  their  commissions,  .dnd  all  civil 
officers  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  Grand  Council,  and 
to  receive  the  President- GeneraPs  approbation  before 
they  officiate. 

It  was  thought  it  might  be  very  prejudicial  to  the 
sendee,  to  have  officers  wppcint^  unknown  to  the 
people,  or  unacceptable,  the  generality  of  Americans 
serving  willh^y  under  officers  they  know;  and  not 
earing  to  engine  in  the  service  under  strangers,  or 
such  as  are  often  appcnnted  by  governors  through  favor 
(Mr  interest  The  service  here  meant^  is  not  the  stated, 
settled  service  in  standing  troops;  but  any  sudden 
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and  short  service,  either  for  defence  of  our  colonies, 
or  mvading  the  enemy's  country ;  (such  as  the  expe- 
dition to  Cape  Breton  m  the  last  war;  in  which  many 
substantial  fanners  and  tradesmen  engaged  as  common 
soldiers,  under  officers  of  their  own  country,  for  whom 
they  had  an  esteem  and  affection;  who  would  not 
have  engaged  in  a  standing  army,  or  under  officers 
fh)m  England.)  It  was  therefore  thought  best  to  give 
the  council  the  power  of  approving  the  officers,  which 
the  people  will  look  upon  as  a  great  security  of  their 
being  good  men.  And  veithout  some  such  provision 
as  this,  it  was  thought  the  expense  of  engaging  men 
m  the  service  on  any  emergency  would  be  much  great- 
er, and  the  number  who  could  be  induced  to  engage 
much  less;  and  that  therefore  it  would  be  most  for 
the  Emg's  service  and  general  benefit  of  the  nation, 
that  the  prerogative  should  relax  a  little  in  this  par- 
ticular throughout  all  the  colonies  in  America;  as  it 
had  already  done  much  more  in  the  charters  of  some 
particular  colonies,  viz.  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 
The  civil  officers  will  be  chiefly  treasurers  and  col- 
lectors of  taxes;  and  the  suitable  persons  are  most 
likely  to  be  known  by  the  councQ. 

YACANCIES,   HOW    SXTPPLIED. 

Butf  in  case  of  vacancy  by  death  or  removal  of  any 
officer  cwU  or  military  under  this  constUutionf  the  Gov- 
emor  of  the  province  in  which  such  vacancy  happens 
may  appoint^  till  the  pleasure  of  the  President- General 
and  Grand  Council  can  be  knoum. 

The  vacancies  were  thought  best  supplied  by  the 
governors  in  each  provmce,  till  a  new  appointment  can 
be  regulariy  made;  otherwise  the  service  might  suffer 
before  the  meeting  of  the  president-general  and  grand 
eounciL 
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EACH   COLONY   MAY   DEFEND   ITSELF   ON   EMER- 
GENCY,  &C. 

That  the  particular  milUary  as  uoeU  as  cwU  establish- 
ments in  each  colony  remain  in  their  present  state,  the 
general  constitution  notwithstancUng ;  and  that  on  sud- 
den emergencies  any  colony  may  defend  itself  and  lay 
the  accounts  of  expense  thence  arising  before  the  Presi- 
dent-General  and  General  Council,  who  may  allow  and 
order  payment  of  the  same,  as  far  as  they  judge  svch 
accounts  just  and  reasonable. 

Otherwise  the  union  of  the  whole  would  weaken 
the  parts,  contrary  to  the  design  of  the  union.  The 
accounts  are  to  be  judged  of  by  the  president-general 
and  grand  council,  and  allowed  if  found  reasonable. 
This  was  thought  necessary  to  encourage  colonies  to 
defend  themselves,  as  the  expense  would  be  light 
when  borne  by  the  whole ;  and  also  to  check  impru- 
dent and  lavish  expense  m  such  defences. 
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THREE  LETTERS  TO  GOVERNOR  SHIRLET. 


It  18  Stated  by  Mr.  Vaughon,  that  these  letters  first  appeared  in 
the  London  Ckronide  for  Febraary  6th  and  8th,  1766,  with  prefa- 
tory remarks  signed  "  A  Loter  op  Britain." 

"The  Albany  Plan  of  Union/'  says  this  writer,  ''was  sent  to 
the  government  here  for  approbation.  Had  it  been  approved  and 
established  by  the  authority  from  hence,  English  America  thought 
itself  sufficiently  able  to  cope  with  the  French,  without  other  as- 
sistance ;  several  of  the  colonies  having  alone,  in  former  wars,  with* 
stood  the  whole  power  of  the  enemy,  unassisted  not  only  by  the 
mother  country,  but  by  any  of  the  neighbouring  provinces.  The 
plan,  however,  was  not  approved  here ;  but  a  new  one  was  formed 
instead  of  it;  by  which  it  was  proposed,  that  'the  governors  of  all 
the  colonies,  attended  by  one  or  two  members  of  their  respective 
councils,  should  assemble,  and  concert  measures  &x  the  defence 
of  the  whole,  erect  forts  where  they  judged  prq)er,  and  raise  what 
troops  they  thought  necessary,  with  power  to  draw  on  the  treasury 
here  for  the  sums  that  should  be  wanted,  and  the  treasury  to  be 
reimbursed  by  a  tax  laid  on  the  colonies  by  act  of  Parliament.'  — » 
This  new  plan,  being  communicated  by  Governor  Shirley  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  Philadelphia  (Dr.  Franklin)  then  in  Boston  (who  has 
very  eminently  distinguished  himself,  before  and  since  that  time, 
in  the  literary  world,  and  whose  judgment,  penetration,  and  can- 
dor, as  well  as  his  readiness  and  ability  to  suggest,  forward,  or 
carry  into  execution,  every  scheme  of  public  utility,  hath  most 
deservedly  endeared  him,  not  only  to  our  fellow-eubjects  through- 
out the  continent  of  North  America,  but  to  his  numberless  friends 
on  thb  side  the  Atlantic),  occasioned  the  following  remarks,  from 
him,  which  perhaps  may  contribute  in  some  degree  to  its  being 
laid  aside.  As  they  very  particularly  show  the  then  sentiments 
of  the  Americans  on  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary  tax,  before 
the  French  power  in  that  country  was  subjected,  and  before  the 
late  restraints  on  their  commerce;  they  satisfy  me,  and  I  hope 
they  will  convince  your  readers,  contrary  to  what  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  some  of  your  correspondents,  that  those  particulars  have 
had  no  share  in  producing  the  present  opposition  to  such  a  tax,, 
nor  in  disturbances  occasioned  by  it,  which  these  papers  indeed 
do  almost  prophetically  foretell." 
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In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1776,  these  letters  were  repablish- 
ed  in  AlnunCs  Remembrancer,  preceded  bj  a  long  introductory 
article,  in  which  it  is  jsaid,  « that  the  great  importance  of  the  • 
subject,  the  arguments  of  the  letters,  the  wisdom  of  the  writer, 
the  correspondence  of  facts  with  his  conjectures,  and  the  early 
time  at  which  they  appeared,"  were  the  inducements  for  then 
bringing  them  to  the  notice  of  the  govemment  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  the  principles  of  colonial  taxation,  so  much  insisted  on 
eleven  years  afterwards  in  the  affair  of  the  Stamp  Act,  are  most 
clearly  and  ably  stated  in  these  letters,  as  also  the  reasons  for  a 
colonial  representation  in  Parliament.  They  afford  convincing 
proof,  that,  even  at  so  early  a  day,  the  author  had  thought  pro- 
foundly on  the  political  condition  of  his  country,  ibid  the  rela- 
tions in  which  it  stood  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain;  and 
that  he  had  examined  with  an  almost  prophetic  sagacity  the  hab- 
its, wants,  temper,  and  other  characteristics  of  the  people.  Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson,  says;  ''This  correspondence  was  carried  on 
with  great  privacy."  Although  he  does  not  approve  the  senti- 
ments advanced  in  the  Letters,  yet  he  allows  they  are  *'very  ingen- 
ious." What  impression  they  made  on  Governor  Shirley,  is 
not  known;  but  he  was  so  strong  an  advocate  for  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  King  and  the  power  of  Parliament,  that  it  cannot  be 
supposed  his  mind  was  in  a  state  to  be  easily  influenced  by  ar- 
guments of  a  contrary  tendency.  It  is  probable,  however,  that 
he  was  not  particularly  hostile  to  the  Albany  Plan,  for  he  was 
looked  upon  by  many  persons,  if  that  plan  should  go  into  op- 
eration, as  the  most  promment  candidate  for  the  high  post  of 
President-General.  He  soon  discovered  that  the  Massachusetts 
legislature  was  not  inclined  to  favor  the  plan,  and  he  kept  aloof 
from  all  public  measures  in  regard  to  it. — Editor. 


LETTER    I. 

0ONCEIU>nNO  THE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  IN  CHOOSING  THE 
RULERS  BY  WHOM  TAXES  ARE  IMPOSED. 

Tuesday  Morning,  (December  17tfa,  1754.) 

Sir, 

I  return   you  the  loose  sheets  of  the  plan,  with 
thanks  to  your  ExceDency  for  communicatmg  them. 
I  apprehend,  that  excludmg  the  people  of  the  colo- 
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nies  from  all  share  in  the  choice  of  the  grand  coun- 
cil  win  give  extreme  dissatisfaction;  as  well  as  the 
taxing  them  by  act  of  Parliament,  where  they  have 
no  representation.  It  is  very  possible,  that  this  gen- 
eral government  might  be  as  well  and  &ithfully  ad- 
ministered veithout  the  people,  as  with  them;  but 
where  heavy  bmthens  are  to  be  laid  upon  them,  it 
has  been  found  useful  to  make  it  as  much  as  possi- 
ble their  own  act;  for  they  bear  better,  when  they 
have,  or  thmk  they  have,  some  share  in  the  direc- 
tion; and  when  jany  public  measures  are  generally 
grievous,  or  even  distasteful,  to  the  people,  the  wheels 
of  government  move  more  heavily. 


LETTER   11. 

ON  THE  IMPOSmON  OF  DDIECT  TAXES  UPON  THE  OOHJORIES 
WITHOUT  THEIR  CONSENT. 

Wednesday  Morning,  (December  ISth,  1754.) 

Sir, 

I  mentioned  it  yesterday  to  your  Excellency  as  my 
opinion,  that  excluding  the  people  of  the  colonies  from 
all  share  m  the  choice  of  the  grand  council  would 
probably  give  extreme  dissatisfaction,  as  well  as  the 
taxing  them  by  act  of  Parliament,  where  they  have 
no  representation.  In  matters  of  general  concern  to 
the  people,  and  especially  where  burthens  are  to  be 
laid  upon  them,  it  is  of  use  to  consider,  as  well  what 
they  win  be  apt  to  thmk  and  say,  as  what  they  ought 
to  think.  I  shall  therefore,  as  yom*  Excellency  re- 
quires it  of  me,  briefly  mention  what  of  either  kind 
occurs  to  me  on  this  occasion. 

First,  they  will  say,  and  perhaps  with  justice,  that 
the  body  of  the  people  m  the  colonies  are  as  loyal, 
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and  as  firmly  attached  to  the  present  ccmstitution  and 
reigning  family,  as  any  subjects  in  the  King's  domm- 
ions. 

That  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  readiness  and 
willingness  of  the  representatives  they  may  choose  to 
grant  from  time  to  time  such  supplies  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  so  far 
as  their  abilities  will  allow. 

That  the  people  m  the  colonies,  who  are  to  feel 
the  immediate  mischiefs  of  invasion  and  conquest  by 
an  enemy,  in  the  loss  of  their  estates,  lives,  and  lib- 
erties, are  likely  to  be  better  judges  of  the  quantity 
of  forces  necessary  to  be  raised  and  maintained,  forts 
to  be  built  and  supported,  and  cS  their  own  abilities 
to  bear  the  expense,  than  the  Parliament  of  England, 
at  so  great  a  distance. 

That  governors  often  come  to  the  colonies  merely 
to  make  fortunes,  with  which  they  intend  to  return 
to  Britain;  are  not  always  men  of  the  best  abilities 
or  integrity ;  have  many  of  them  no  estates  here,  nor 
any  natural  connexbn  with  us,  that  should  make  them 
heartily  concerned  for  our  welfare;  and  might  possi- 
bly be  fond  of  raising  and  keeping  up  more  forces 
than  necessary,  from  the  profits  accruing  to  themsdves, 
and  to  make  {provision  for  their  fiiends  and  depen- 
dents. 

That  the  counsellors  in  most  of  the  colonies  being 
appointed  by  the  crown,  on  the  recommendation  ol 
govemcx^  are  often  persons  of  small  estates,  fi^uent- 
ly  dependent  on  the  governors  for  offices,  and  there- 
fin^  too  much  under  influence. 

That  there  is  therefore  great  reason  to  be  jeak)us 
of  a  power  in  such  governors  and  councils  to  raise 
such  sums,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  by  drafts 
on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  aftm^ards  laid 
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on  the  colonies  by  act  of  Paiiiament,  and  paid  by  the 
people  here ;  since  they  might  abuse  it,  by  projecting 
useless  expeditions,  harassing  the  people,  and  taking 
them  from  their  labor  to  execute  such  projects,  mere- 
ly to  create  offices  and  employments,  and  gratify  their 
dependents,  and  divide  profits. 

That  the  Parliament  of  England  is  at  a  great  dis- 
tance, subject  to  be  mismformed  and  misled  by  such 
governors  and  councils,  whose  united  interests  might 
probably  secure  them  agamst  the  effect  of.  any  com- 
plaint from  hence. 

That  it  is  supposed  an  undoubted  right  of  English- 
men not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  ovm  consent,  given 
through  their  representatives. 

That  the  colonies  have  no  representatives  in  Par- 
liament 

That  to  propose  taxmg  them  by  Pariiament,  and 
refuse  them  the  liberty  of  choosing  a  representative 
council  to  meet  in  the  colonies,  and  consider  and  judge 
of  the  necessity  of  any  general  tax  and  the  quantum, 
shows  a  suspicion  of  their  loyalty  to  the  crown,  or 
of  their  regard  for  their  country,  or  of  their  common 
sense  and  understanding,  which  they  have  not  de- 
served. 

That  compelling  the  colonies  to  pay  money  without 
their  consent,  would  be  rather  like  raising  contribu- 
tions in  an  enemy's  country,  than  taxing  of  English- 
men for  their  own  public  benefit 

That  it  would  be  treatmg  them  as  a  conquered 
people,  and  not  as  true  British  subjects. 

That  a  tax  laid  by  the  representatives  of  the  colo- 
nies might  be  easily  lessened  as  the  occasions  should 
lessen ;  but,  being  once  laid  by  Parliament  under  the 
mfluence  of  the  representations  made  by  governors, 
would   probably  be  kept  up  and  continued  for  the 
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benefit  of  governors,  to  the  grievous  burthen  and  dis- 
content of  the  colonies,  and  prevention  of  their  growth 
and  increase. 

That  a  power  in  governors  to  march  the  inhabitants 
from  one  end  of  the  British  and  French  colonies  to 
the  other,  bemg  a  country  of  at  least  one  thousand 
five  hundred  miles  long,  without  the  approbation  or 
the  consent  of  their  representatives  first  obtamed  to 
such  expeditions,  might  be  grievous  and  ruinous  to 
the  people,  and  would  put  them  upon  a  footing  with 
the  subjects  of  France  in  Canada,  that  now  groan 
under  such  oppression  from  their  governor,  who  for 
two  years  past  has  harassed  them  with  long  and  de- 
structive marches  to  Ohio. 

That  if  the  colonies  m  a  body  may  be  well  gov- 
erned by  governors  and  councils  appointed  by  the 
crown,  without  representatives,  particular  colonies  may 
as  well  or  better  be  so  governed ;  a  tax  may  be  laid 
upon  them  all  by  act  of  Parliament  for  support  of  gov- 
ernment, and  their  Assemblies  may  be  dismissed  as 
an  useless  part  of  the  constitution. 

That  the  powers,  proposed  by  the  Albany  Plan  of 
Union  to  be  vested  in  a  grand  council  representative 
of  the  people,  even  with  regard  to  military  matters, 
are  not  so  great  as  those  which  the  colonies  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Connecticut  are  intrusted  with  by  their 
charters,  and  have  never  abused ;  for,  by  this  plan,  the 
president-general  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  con- 
trds  all  by  his  negative;  but  in  those  governments, 
the  people  choose  the  governor,  and  yet  allow  him 
no  negative.  ' 

That  the  British  colonies  bordering  on  the  French 
are  property  frontiers  of  the  British  empire ;  and  the 
fit)ntiers  of  an  empire  are  properly  defended  at  the 
joint    expense   of  the  body  of  the   people    m   such 
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empire.  It  would  now  be  thought  hard  by  act  of  Par- 
liament to  oblige  the  Cinque  Ports  or  seacoasts  of 
Biitam  to  maintain  the  whole  navy,  because  they  are 
more  immediately  defended  by  it,  not  allowing  them 
at  the  same  time  a  vote  in  choosing  members  of  the 
Parliament;  and,  as  the  frontiers  of  America  bear  the 
expense  of  their  own  defence,  it  seems  hard  to  allow 
them  no  share  in  voting  the  money,  judging  of  the 
necessity  and  sum,  or  advising  the  measiu^es. 

That,  besides  the  taxes  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers,  the  colonies  pay  yearly  great  sums 
to  the  mother  country  unnoticed;  (or 

1.  Taxes  paid  in  Britain  by  the  landholder  or  ar* 
tificer  must  enter  mto  and  increase  the  price  of  the 
produce  of  land  and  manu£au^tures  made  of  it;  and 
great  part  of  this  is  paid  by  consumers  in  the  colonies, 
who  thereby  pay  a  considerable  part  of  the  British 
taxes. 

2.  We  are  restramed  in  our  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions; and  where  we  could  be  supplied  with  any 
manufacture  cheaper  from  them,  but  must  buy  the 
same  dearer  from  Britam,  the  difference  of  price  is  a 
clear  tax  to  Britain. 

3.  We  are  obliged  to  carry  a  great  part  of  our 
produce  directly  to  Britain ;  and  where  the  duties  laid 
upon  it  lessen  its  price  to  the  planter,  or  it  seDs  for 
less  than  it  would  in  foreign  markets,  the  difference 
IS  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

4.  Some  manufactures  we  could  make,  but  are  fior- 
bidden,  and  must  take  them  of  British  merchants ;  the 
whole  price  is  a  tax  paid  to  Britain. 

6.  By  our  greatly  increasing  die  demand  and  con- 
sumption of  British  manufactures,  their  price  is  con- 
siderably raised  of  late  years;  the  advantage  is  dear 
profit  to  Britam,  and  enables  its  people  better  to  pay 
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great  taxes ;  and  much  of  it^  bemg  paid  by  us,  is  clear 
tax  to  Britain. 

6.  In  short,  as  we  are  not  suffered  to  regulate  our 
trade,  and  restram  the  unportation  and  consumption  o( 
British  superfluities,  as  Britain  can  the  consumption  of 
foreign  superfluities,  our  whole  wealth  centres  finaUy 
amongst  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  o(  Britam ;  and 
if  we  make  them  richer,  and  enable  them  better  to 
pay  their  taxes,  it  is  nearly  the  same  as  bemg  taxed 
ourselves,  and  equally  beneficial  to  the  crown. 

These  kinds  of  secondary  taxes,  however,  we  do 
not  complain  o^  though  we  have  no  share  in  the  lay- 
ing or  disposing  of  them ;  but  to  pay  immediate  heavy 
taxes,  in  the  laymg,  appropriation,  and  disposition  of 
which  we  have  no  part,  and  which  perhaps  we  may 
know  to  be  as  unnecessary  as  grievous,  must  seem 
hard  measures  to  Englishmen,  who  cannot  conceive, 
that,  by  hazarding  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  subduing 
and  settlmg  new  countries,  extending  the  dominion, 
and  increasmg  the  commerce  of  the  mother  nation, 
they  have  forfeited  the  native  rights  of  Britons ;  which 
they  think  ought  rather  to  be  given  to  them,  as  due 
to  such  merit,  if  they  had  been  before  in  a  state  of 
slavery. 

These,  and  such  kinds  of  things  as  these,  I  ap- 
prehend, will  be  thought  and  said  by  the  people,  if 
the  proposed  alteration  of  the  Albany  plan  should  take 
place.  Then  the  administration  of  the  board  of  gov- 
ernors and  council  so  appointed,  not  having  the  rep- 
resentative body  of  the  people  to  approve  and  unite 
in  its  measures,  and  conciliate  the  mmds  of  the  peo- 
ple to  them,  win  probably  become  suspected  and 
odious;  dangerous  animosities  and  feuds  will  arise 
between  the  governors  and  governed ;  and  every  thing 
go  into  confusion. 
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Perhaps  I  am  too  apprehensive  in  this  matter;  but; 
having  freely  given  my  opinion  and  reasons,  your  Ex- 
ceDency  can  judge  better  than  I,  whether  there  be 
any  weight  in  them;  and  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed  me,  will,  I  hope  in  some  degree  excuse  the 
imperfections  of  this  scrawl 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  fidelity,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIir.* 


LETTER   III. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  UraTING  THE  COLONIES  MORE  INTEMATELT 
WTTH  GREAT  BRTTAIN,  BY  ALLOWING  THEM  REPRESENTATIVES 
IN   PARLIAfilENT. 

Boston,  December  22d,  1754. 

Sir, 
Since  the  conversation  your  Excellency  was  pleased 
to  honor  me  with,  on  the  subject  of  uniting  the  col- 
onies more  mtimately  with  Great  Britain,  by  aUowmg 
them  repreBentaiives  in  Parliament^  I  have  something 
further  considered  that  matter,  and  am  of  opinion, 
that  such   a  union  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the 

*  Respecting^  this  letter,  Mr.  John  Adams  said  (in  his  Hitiory  of 
iht  Dispute  wUh  Jhnerica,  first  published  in  1774) ;  *^  Dr.  Franklin,  who 
was  known  to  be  an  active  and  veiy  able  man,  and  to  have  great 
influence  in  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  Boston  in  the  year 
1754,  and  Mr.  Shirley  communicated  to  him  the  profound  secret,  the 
great  design  of  taxing  the  colonies  by  act  of  Parliament  This  sa- 
gacious gentlemaa  and  distinguished  patriot,  to  his  lasting  honor,  sent 
the  governor  an  answer  in  writing,  with  the  following  remarks  on  his 
scheme."  Mr.  Adams  then  quotes  the  principal  parts  of  the  above 
letter.  —  Editor. 
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colonies,  provided  they  had  a  reasonable  number  of 
representatives  allowed  them;  and  that  all  the  old 
acts  of  Parliament  restraining  the  trade  or  cramping 
the  manufactures  of  the  colonies  be  at  the  same  time 
repealed,  and  the  Britbh  subjects  on  this  side  the 
toater  put,  m  those  respects,  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  m  Great  Britain,  till  the  new  Parliament,  rep- 
resenting the  whole,  shall  think  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  whole  to  reenact  some  or  all  of  them.  It  is  not 
that  I  unagine  so  many  representatives  will  be  al- 
lowed the  colonies,  as  to  have  any  great  weight  by 
their  numbers;  but  I  think  there  might  be  sufficient 
to  occasion  those  laws  to  be  better  and  more  impar- 
tially considered,  and  perhaps  to  overcome  the  interest 
of  a  petty  corp(H*ation,  or  of  any  particular  set  of  ar- 
tificers or  traders  in  England,  who  heretofore  seem, 
in  some  mstances,  to  have  been  more  regarded  than 
all  the  colonies,  or  than  was  consistent  with  the  gen- 
eral interest,  or  best  national  good  I  thmk  too,  that 
the  govemn^ent  of  the  colonies  by  a  Pariiament,  in 
which  they  are  fairiy  represented,  would  be  vastiy  more 
agreeable  to  the  people,  than  the  method  lately  at- 
tempted to  be  intnxiuced  by  royal  mstruction,  as  well 
as  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  an  English  con* 
stitution,  and  to  English  liberty;  and  that  such  laws 
as  now  seem  to  bear  hard  on  the  colonies,  would 
(when  judge4  by  such  a  Parliament  for  the  best  m- 
terest  of  the  whole)  be  more  cheerfully  submitted  to, 
and  more  easily  executed. 

I  ^ould  hope  too,  that  by  such  a  union,  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  the  colonies, 
would  learn  to  consider  themselves,  as  not  belongmg 
to  different  communities  with  different  interests,  but 
to  one  community  with  one  interest ;  which  I  imagine 

VOL,   UL  9  F* 
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would  contribote  to  strengthen  the  whole,  and  gready 
lessen  the  danger  of  future  separations. 

It  is,  I  suppose,  agreed  to  be  the  general  interest 
of  any  state,  that  its  people  be  numerous  and  rich ; 
men  enow  to  fight  in  its  defence,  and  enow  to  pay 
sufficient  taxes  to  defray  the  charge;  for  these  cir- 
cumstances tend  to  the  security  of  the  state,  and  its 
protection  irom  foreign  power.  But  it  seems  not  of 
so  much  importance,  whether  the  fightmg  be  done  by 
John  or  Thomas,  or  the  tax  paid  by  William  or  Charles. 
The  iron  manufiacture  employs  and  enriches  British 
subjects,  but  is  it  of  any  importance  to  the  state,' 
whether  the  manufacturer  lives  at  Birmingham,  or  Shef- 
field, or  both;  since  they  are  still  within  its  bounds, 
and  their  wealth  and  persons  still  at  its  command? 
Could  the  Goodwin  Sands  be  laid  dry  by  banks,  and 
land  equal  to  a  large  country  thereby  gained  to  Eng- 
land, and  presently  filled  with  English  mhabitants, 
would  it  be  right  to  deprive  such  inhabitants  of  the 
common  privileges  enjoyed  by  other  Englishmen^  the 
right  of  vending  their  produce  in  the  same  pcnts,  or 
of  making  their  own  shoes,  because  a  merchant  or 
a  shoemaker,  living  on  the  old  land,  might  fancy  it 
more  for  his  advantage  to  trade  or  make  shoes  for 
them  ?  Would  this  be  right,  even  if  the  land  were 
gained  at  the  expense  of  the  state?  And  would  it 
not  seem  less  right,  if  the  charge  and  labor  of  gain- 
ing the  additional  territory  to  Britain  had  been  borne 
by  the  settiers  themselves?  And  would  not  the  hard- 
ship appear  yet  greater,  if  the  people  of  the  new  coun- 
try should  be  allowed  no  representatives  in  the  Par- 
liament enacting  such  impositions? 

Now  I  look  on  the  colonies  as  so  many  countries 
gained  to  Great  Britain,  and  more  advantageous  to  it, 
than  if  they  had  been  gained  out  of  the  seas  around 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LETTERS   TO   SHIRLEY.  67 

its  coasts,  and  joined  to  its  lands ;  for,  being  in  differ- 
ent climates,  they  afford  greater  variety  of  produce, 
and  materials  for  more  manufactures ;  and,  being  sep- 
arated by  the  ocean,  they  mcrease  much  more  its 
shipping  and  seamen ;  and,  since  they  are  all  mcluded 
in  the  British  empire,  which  has  only  extended  itself 
by  their  means,  and  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the 
parts  are  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the  whole,  what 
imports  it  to  the  general  state,  whether  a  merchant,  a 
smith,  or  a  hatter,  grows  rich  in  Old  or  New  Eng- 
land?*   And  i^  through  mcrease  of  the  people,  two 

*  In  commenting  on  this  passage,  Goyernor  Hutchinson  says ;  "  It  will 
be  difficult,  if  this  principle  be  admitted,  to  justify  the  revolt  of  the 
colonies,  in  which  Mr.  FrankUn  was  very  instrumental.  He  departed 
from  his  principles,  and  declared,  fifteen  years  after  the  date  of  those 
letters,  that  he  was  of  opinion  Britain  and  the  colonies  were  under 
separate  legislatures,  and  stood  related  as  England  and  Scotland  stood 
before  the  union.'* — Histofy  of  MfUsadmsdUf  Vol.  HL  p.  34.  Hutch- 
inson alludes  here  to  a  letter  from  Franklin  to  Dr.  Cooper,  written  in 
London,  June  8th,  1770,  in  which  he  says ;  «  That  the  colonies  originally 
were  constituted  distinct  States,  and  intended  to  be  continued  such, 
IS  clear  to  me  fix)m  a  thorough  consideration  of  their  original  charters, 
and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  crown  and  nation  towards  them  until  the 
restoratioi).  Since  that  period  the  Parliament  here  has  usurped  an  au- 
thority of  making  laws  for  them,  which  before  it  had  not.  We  have 
for  some  time  submitted  to  that  usurpation,  partly  through  ignorance 
and  inattention,  and  partly  from  our  weakness  and  inability  to  contend. — 
The  several  States  have  equal  rights  and  liberties,  and  are  only  con- 
nected as  England  and  Scotland  were  before  the  union,  by  having  one 
common  sovereign,  the  King." 

In  the  first  place  it  is  possible,  that  Franklin,  in  the  course  of  fif 
teen  years'  research  and  study,  may  have  discovered  good  reasons  for 
changing  his  opinion  as  to  the  just  powers  of  Parliament,  and  this  he 
might  have  done  without  any  reproach  upon  his  patriotism  or  his  prin- 
ciples. But  in  reality  there  is  no  discordance  between  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  text,  and  those  in  the  extract  from  the  letter  to  Dr. 
Cooper.  In  the  former  case  he  speaks  of  the  colonies  as  belonging  to 
the  **  British  empire,"  but  he  does  not  say  that  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment extends  with  equal  force  to  every  part  of  this  empire.  On  the 
contrary,  what  he  says  respecting  Parliament  is  founded  on  the  suppo- 
sition, that  the  colonies  should  be  represented  in  it  When  such  a 
lepresentation  should  exist,  the  people  would  of  course  be  subject  to 
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smiths  are  wanted  for  one  employed  before,  why  may 
not  the  new  smith  be  allowed  to  live  and  thrive  m  the 
new  country,  as  weU  as  the  old  one  in  the  old?  In 
fine,  why  should  the  countenance  of  a  state  be  par* 
Holly  afforded  to  its  people,  unless  it  be  most  in  favw 
of  Aose  who  have  most  merit?  And  if  there  be  any 
difference,  those  who  have  most  contributed  to  en- 
large Britain's  empire  and  conunerce,  increase  her 
strength,  her  weal^,  and  the  numbers  of  her  people, 
at  the  risk  of  their  own  lives  and  private  fortunes  in 
new  and  strange  countries,  methinks  ought  rather  to 
expect  some  preference.  With  the  greatest  req)ect 
and  esteem,  I  have  the  hcHior  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

B.   FRANKLIir. 


the  Pariiunent  to  which  they  had  sent  xepresentativea.  And  this  is  all 
that  can  be  strictly  inferred  from  the  above  letter  to  Governor  Shirley. 
Althou{[fh  from  the  fact,  that  in  the  Albany  Convention  it  was  decided 
that  a  union  of  the  colonies  could  not  be  formed  without  an  act  of  Par- 
liament, it  is  perhaps  probable  that  Franklin  was  then  of  the  same 
sentiment,  and  afterwards  upon  further  inquiiy  changed  his  opinion. 

In  reply  to  the  first  part  of  Governor  Hutchinson's  comment,  it  needs 
only  be  said,  that  the  colonies  revolted  in  consequence  of  what  they 
deemed  the  legislative  and  practical  usurpation  and  oppression  of  the 
government  in  England,  and  not  because  they  considered  themselves 
a  separate  part  of  the  empire;  nor  did  the  merits  of  the  controversy 
rest  upon  this  point. — Editor. 
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PLAN 

FOR    SETTLING    TWO   WESTERN   COLONIES    IN   NORTH 
AMERICA,  WITH  REASONS  FOR  THE  PLAN. 


Dr.  Franklin  was  earlj  possessed  of  the  belief,  that  great  ad- 
vantage would  redound  to  the  English  Colonies  on  the  sea-board 
by  settleDdents  beyond  the  AUeganies  under  goremments  distinctly 
organized.  Such  settlements  would  not  only  rapidly  increase  in 
population,  thereby  strengthening  the  power  of  the  whole,  but 
would  serve  as  a  barrier  to  the  other  colonies  against  the  Indians 
and  French,  who,  in  time  of  war,  made  descents  upon  the  fron- 
tiers, kept  the  people  in  alarm,  and  caused  great  expense  in  raising 
troops  and  supporting  an  army  to  repel  their  invasions.  He  pur- 
sued this  favorite  object  for  many  years;  and  after  he  went  to 
England  a  company  was  formed,  under  his  auspices,  who  peti- 
tioned for  a  grant  to  settle  a  colony  west  of  the  Allegany  moun- 
tains. Many  obstacles  were  encountered,  but  the  application  was 
at  last  successful.  The  scheme  was  prevented  fit>m  being  carried 
into  effect  by  the  troubles  immediately  preceding  the  revolution. 

The  following  paper  was  probably  written  shortly  after  the  Al- 
bany Convention,  in  1754,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Pownall,  who 
had  a  project  for  settling  what  he  called  "barrier  colonies.'' 
He  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  on  this 
subject  in  the  year  1756,  in  which  he  says ; 

''  If  the  English  would  advance  one  step  further,  or  cover  them- 
selves where  they  are,  it  must  be  at  once,  by  one  large  step  over 
the  mountains,  with  a  numerous  and  military  colony.  Where  such 
should  be  settled,  I  do  not  take  upon  roe  to  say;  at  present  I 
shall  only  point  out  the  measure  and  the  nature  of  it,  by  insert* 
ing  two  schemes,  one  of  Dr.  Franklin's,  the  other  of  your  me- 
morialist; and  if  I  might  indulge  myself  with  scheming,  I  should 
imagine  that  two  such  were  sufficient,  and  only  requisite  and 
proper ;  one  at  the  back  of  Virginia,  filling  up  the  vacant  space 
between  the  Five  Nations  and  southern  confederacy,  and  connect"* 
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ing  into  one  system  our  barrier;  the  other  somewhere  in  the  Co- 
hass  on  Connecticut  river,  or  wherever  best  adapted  to  cover  the 
New  England  colonies.  These,  with  the  little  settlements  men- 
tioned above  in  the  Indian  countries,  complete  my  idea  of  this 
branch."  — Administration  of  the  Colonies,  4th  ed.,  Append,  p.  48. 
When  this  memorial,  with  Franklin's  plan,  was  presented,  the 
whole  country  was  too  much  involved  in  the  war  with  the  French 
and  Indians,  to  allow  any  scheme  of  this  sort  to  be  matured ;  the 
peace  followed,  when  the  occasion  for  them  was  less  pressing ;  and 
the  revolution  opened  the  way  to  other  methods  of  attaining  the 
same  object.  —  Editor. 


The  great  country  back  of  the  Appalachian  Motin- 
tadns,  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio,  and  between  that 
river  and  the  Lakes  is  now  well  known,  both  to  the 
English  and  French,  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  North 
America,  for  the  extreme  richness  and  fertility  df  the 
land ;  the  healthy  temperature  of  the  air,  and  mildness 
of  the  climate;  the  plenty  of  hunting,  fishing,  and 
fowling;  the  facility  of  trade  with  the  Indians;  and 
the  vast  convenience  of  inland  navigation  or  water- 
carriage  by  the  Lakes  and  great  rivers,  many  hundreds 
of  leagues  around. 

From  these  natural  advantages  it  must  undoubtedly 
(perhaps  in  less  than  another  century)  become  a  pop- 
ulous and  powerful  dominion;*  and  a  great  accession 
of  power  either  to  England  or  France, 

The  French  are  now  making  open  encroachments 
on  these  territories,  in  defiance  of  our  known  rights ; 
and,  if  we  longer  delay  to  settle  that  country,  and 
suffer  them  to  possess  it,  these  inconveniences  and 
mischiefs  will  probably  follow; 

L  Our  people,  being  confined  to  the  country  be- 

*  This  prediction  has  been  verified  in  a  mnch  less  time  than  even 
the  author  anticipated.  —  EniToa. 
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tween  the  sea  and  the  mountams,  cannot  much  more 
increase  in  number;  people  increasing  in  proportion 
to  their  room  and  means  of  subsistence.  (See  06- 
aervatians  on  the  Increase  of  Mankind,  Sfc^  Vol  IL 
p-  311.) 

2.  The  French  will  increase  much  more,  by  that 
acquired  room  and  plenty  of  subsistence,  and  become 
a  great  people  behbd  us. 

3.  Many  of  our  debtors  and  loose  English  peqrfe, 
our  Grerman  servants,  and  slares,  will  probably  deso-t 
to  them,  and  increase  Iheu*  numbers  and  strength, 
to  the  lessening  and  weakening  of  ours. 

4.  They  wiH  cut  us  off  from  all  commerce  and 
alliance  widi  the  western  Indians,  to  the  great  preju- 
dice d  Britain,  by  preventing  the  sale  and  consump- 
tion of  its  manufactures. 

6.  Tliey  wiU  both  m  time  of  peace  and  war  (as 
A&y  have  always  done  against  New  inland)  set  die 
Indians  cm  to  harass  our  frontiers,  kill  and  scalp  our 
people,  and  drive  in  the  advanced  settlers;  and  so, 
in  preventing  our  obtaining  more  subsistence  by  cul- 
tivating of  new  kuids,  they  discourage  our  marriages, 
and  keep  our  people  from  increasing;  thus  (if  the 
expression  may  be  allowed)  kilting  thousands  of  our 
children  before  they  are  horn. 

If  two  strong  cotonies  of  English  were  settled  be- 
tween the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  in  the  places  here- 
after to  be  mentioned,  these  advantages  might  be 
expected ; 

1.  They  would  be  a  great  security  to  the  frontiers 
of  our  other  cobnies,  by  prev^ting  the  incursions  of 
the  French  and  French  Indians  of  Canada,  on  the 
back  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
the  Carolinas ;  and  the  frontiers  of  such  new  colonies 
would  be  much  more  easily  defended,  than  those  of 
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the  colonies  last  mentioned  now  can  be,  as  will  ap- 
pear hereafter. 

2.  The  dreaded  junction  of  the  French  setdements 
in  Canada  with  those  of  Louisiana  would  be  pre- 
vented. 

3.  In  case  of  a  war,  it  would  be  easy,  from  those 
new  colonies,  to  annoy  Louisiana,  by  going  down  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi ;  and  the  southern  part  of  Can- 
ada, by  sailing  over  the  Lakes,  and  thereby  confine 
the  French  within  narrow  limits. 

4.  We  could  secure  the  friendship  and  trade  of  the 
Miamis  or  Twigtwees  (a  numerous  people  consist- 
ing of  many  tribes,  inhabiting  the  country  between 
the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  south  end  of 
Lake  Huron,  and  the  Ohio),  who  are  at  present  dis- 
satisfied with  the  French,  and  fond  of  the  English, 
and  would  gladly  encourage  and  protect  an  infant 
English  setdement  in  or  near  their  country,  as  scmie 
of  their  chiefs  have,  declared  to  the  writer  of  this 
memoir.  Further,  by  means  of  the  Lakes,  the  Ohio, 
and  the  Mississippi,  our  trade  might  be  extended 
through  a  vast  country,  among  many  numerous  and 
distant  nations,  gready  to  the  benefit  of  Britain. 

5.  The  setdement  of  all  the  mtermediate  lands,  be- 
tween the  present  fit>ntiers  of  our  colonies  on  one 
side,  and  the  Lakes  and  Mississippi  on  the  other,  would 
be  facilitated  and  speedily  executed,  to  the  great 
increase  of  Englishmen,  English  trade,  and  English 
power. 

The  grants  to  most  of  the  colonies  are  of  long,  narrow 
slips  of  land,  extending  west  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
South  Sea.  They  are  much  too  long  for  their  breadth ; 
the  extremes  at  too  great  a  distance;  and  therefore 
unfit  to  be  continued  imder  their  present  dimensions. 

Several  of  the  dd  colonies  may  conveniendy   be 
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[        fimhed  westward  by  the  Allegany  or  Appaladiian  moon* 
tains,  and  new  colonies  formed  west  df  those  mountains. 
I  A  smgle  dd  cdony  does  not  seem  strong  enough 

to  extend  itself  otherwise  than  inch  by  inch.    It  can- 
not venture  a  settlement  far  distant  fixHn  the  main 
[        body,  being  unable  to  support  it ;  but  if  the  colonies 
I        were  united  under  one  governor-general  and  grand 
council,  agreeably  to  the  Albany  plan,  they  might  easi* 
I        ly,   by  their  jomt  fcnrce,  establish  one  or  more  new 
colonies,  whenever  they  should  judge  it  necessary  or 
I        advantageous  to  the  interest  of  the  whole. 
,  But  if  such  union  should  not  take  place,  it  is  pro- 

I        posed  that  two  charters  be  granted,  each  for  some 
I        considerable  part  of  the  lands  west  of  Pennsylvania 
^        and  the  Virginian  mountams,  to  a  number  of  the  no- 
^        biUty  and  gentry  of  Britain;  with  such  Americans  as 
I         shall  jom  them  in  contributing  to  the  settlement  of 
I         those  lands,  either  by  paying  a  proportion  of  the  ex- 
I         pense  of  making  such  settlements,  or  by  actually  gdng 
thither  m  person,  and  settling  themselves  and  families. 
That  by  such  charters  it  be  granted,  that  every 
actual  setder  be  entitled  to  a  tract  of  acres  for 

himself  and  acres  for  every  pdl  in  the  family  he 

carries  with  him ;  and  that  every  contributor  of 
gumeas  be  entided  to  a  quantity  of  acres,  equal  to 
the  share  of  a  single  setder,  for  every  such  sum  of 
guineas  contributed  and  paid  to  the  colony  treasurer; 
'         a  contributor  for  shares  to  have  an  adcUtional  share 

gratia ;  that  settlers  may  likewise  be  contributors,  and 
have  right  of  land  in  both  capacities. 

That  as  many  and  as  great  privileges  and  powers 
of  government  be  granted  to  the  contributors  and  set- 
tiers,  as  his  Majesty  m  his  wisdom  shall  think  most 
fit  for  their  benefit  and  encouragement,  consistent  with 
the  general  good  of  the  British  empire;  for  extraor- 
VOL.  in.  10  o 
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dinaiy  privileges  and  liberties,  witli  lands  on  easjr 
terxQi^  are  strong  inducements  to  peoj^  to  hazard 
dieir  persons  and  fortunes  in  settling  new  countries. 
And  such  powers  of  goyemm^it  as  (though  suitable  to 
th^  circumstances,  and  fit  to  be  trusted  with  an  infant 
cokmy,)  might  be  judged  unfit,  when  it  becomes  pop- 
ulcus  and  powerfiil,  these  might  be  granted  for  a 
tenn  cmly;  as  the  choice  of  their  own  governor  for 
ninety-nine  years;  the  support  of  government  in  the 
colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  (whidi  now 
enjoy  that  and  other  like  privileges)  bemg  mudi  less 
expensive,  than  m  the  colonies  under  the  immediate 
gov^rmient  of  the  crown,  and  the  constitution  more 
invitmg. 

That  the  first  contributors  to  the  amount  d 
guineas  be  empowered  to  choose  a  treasurer  to  re- 
ceive the  oQntr9)ution. 

That  no  contr3>utions  be  paid  till  the  sum  of 
thousand  guineas  be  subscribed. 

That  the  money  thus  raised  be  ap{died  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  lands  fixMn  the  Six  Nations  and  other  In- 
dians, and  of  provisions,  stores,  arms,  ammunition,  car- 
riages, &C.,  for  the  settlers,  who^  after  having  entered 
their  names  with  the  treasurer,  or  person  by  him  ap- 
pointed to  receive  and  enter  them,  are,  upon  public 
notice  giv^i  for  that  purpose,  to  rendezvous  at  a  place 
to  be  i^pointed,  and  march  in  a  body  to  the  place 
destined  for  their  settlement,  under  the  charge  of  the 
government  to  be  established  over  them.  Such  ren- 
dezvous and  march,  however,  not  to  be  directed,  till 
the  number  of  names  of  setders  entered,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  anK>unt  at  least  to  thousand. 

It  is  apiH^ehended,  that  a  great  sum  of  money  might 
be  raised  in  Ammca  on  such  a  sdieme  as  this ;  for 
there  are  many  who  would  be  glad  of  any  q^qportuni^. 
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by  advancing  a  small  sum  at  present,  to  secure  land 
for  their  children,  which  might  m  a  few  years  be- 
come very  yahiable ;  and  a  great  number  it  is  thought 
of  actual  settlers  imght  Hkewise  be  ragaged  (some 
from  each  of  our  present  cobnies),  sufficient  to  cany 
it  into  fon  execution  by  thdr  strength  and  numbers; 
provided  only,  that  the  crown  would  be  at  the  ex- 
pense of  removmg  the  little  forts  the  French  have 
erected  m  their  encroachments  on  his  Majesty's  ter- 
ritories, and  supporting  a  strong  one  near  the  Falls  of 
Niagara,  with  a  few  small  armed  vessels,  or  half- 
galleys  to  cruise  cm  the  Lakes* 

For  the  security  of  this  colony  in  its  infancy,  a 
small  fort  might  be  erected  and  for  some  time  main- 
tained at  Buffido  Creek  on  the  Ohio^  above  the  set- 
dement;  and  anoth^  at  the  mouth  oi  die  Tk^;a,  on 
the  south  nde  of  Lake  Erie,  where  a  port  should  be 
formed,  and  a  town  erected,  for  the  tede  of  the 
Lakes.  The  cdonists  for  this  settlement  might  inarch 
by  land  through  Pennsylvania. 

The  river  Scioto,  which  runs  mto  the  Ohio  about 
two  hundred  miles  bek)w  Logstown,  is  supposed  the 
fittest  seat  for  die  other  colony;  there  being  for  forty 
mfles  on  eadi  mde  of  it,  and  quite  up  to  its  heads, 
a  body  oi  all  rich  land ;  the  finest  spot  of  its  big- 
ness in  an  North  America,  and  has  the  particular  ad- 
vantage of  sea-coal  m  plenty  (even  above  ground  m 
two  pfaices)  for  fuel,  when  the  woods  shall  be  de- 
stroyed. This  colony  wouM  have  the  trade  of  the 
AGunis  or  Twigtwees;  and  should,  at  first,  have  a 
small  fort  near  Hochockin,  at  the  head  of  the  river; 
and  another  near  the  mouth  of  Wabash.  Sandusky, 
a  Fr»ch  fort  near  the  Lake  Erie,  should  also  be 
taken ;  and  all  the  Utde  French  forts  south  and  west 
of  the  Lakes,  quite  to  the  Mississippi,  be  removed. 
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or  taken  and  garrisoned  by  the  English,  The  colo- 
nists for  this  settlement  might  assemble  near  the  heads 
of  the  rivers  in  Yirgmia,  and  march  over  land  to  the 
navigable  branches  of  the  Kenhawa,  where  they  might 
embark  with  all  their  baggage  and  provisbns,  and  fedl 
into  the  Ohio,  not  far  above  the  mouth  of  the  Sciota 
Or  they  might  rendezvous  at  Will's  Creek,  and  go 
down  the  Moncmgahela  to  the  Ohia 

The  fori  and  armed  vesseb  at  the  strait  of  Niagara 
would  be  a  vast  security  to  the  frontiers  of  these  new 
colonies  against  any  attempts  of  the  French  from  Can- 
ada. The  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  would 
guard  that  river,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Cutava  Riv^,  in 
case  of  any  attempt  from  the  French  of  the  Mississippi 
Every  fort  should  have  a  small  settlement  round  it, 
as  the  fort  would  protect  the  settlers,  and  the  settlers 
defend  the  fort  and  supply  it  with  provisions. 

The  difficulty  of  settlbig  the  first  English  cdonies 
in  America,  at  so  great  a  distance  from  England,  must 
have  been  vasdy  greater,  than  the  settling  these  pro- 
posed new  colonies ;  for  it  would  be  the  interest  and 
advantage  of  all  the  present  colonies  to  support  these 
new  ones;  as  they  would  cov^  their  fix)ntiers,  and 
prevent  the  growth  of  the  French  power  behind  or 
near  their  present  settlements;  and  the  new  country 
b  neariy  at  equal  distance  fix)m  all  the  old  cdonies, 
and  could  easily  be  assbted  from  all  of  them. 

And  as  there  are  already  in  all  the  old  cdonies 
many  thousands  of  families  that  are  ready  to  swarm, 
wantmg  more  land,  the  richness  and  natural  advan- 
tage of  the  Ohio  country  would  draw  most  of  them 
thither,  were  there  but  a  tolerable  prospect  of  a  safe 
settlement.  So  that  the  new  colonies  would  socm  be 
full  of  people ;  and,  6rom  the  advantage  of  their  situa- 
tion, become  much  more  terrible  to  the  French  set- 
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dements,  than  those  are  now  to  us.  The  gainmg  of 
the  back  Indian  trade  from  the  French,  by  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Lakes,  &&,  would  of  itself  greatly  weaken 
our  enemies,  it  being  now  their  prindpal  sui^port  It 
seems  highly  probable,  that  in  time  they  must  be 
subjected  to  the  British  crown,  or  driven  out  of  the 
country. 

Sudi  settiem^its  may  better  be  made  now,  than 
fifty  years  hence;  because  it  is  easi^  to  settle  our- 
selves, and  thereby  [H^vent  the  French  settling  there, 
as  they  seem  now  to  mtend,  than  to  remove  them 
wh^i  strongly  settled. 

If  these  settiements  are  postponed,  thai  more  forts 
and  stronger,  and  more  numerous  and  expensive  gar- 
risons must  be  established,  to  secure  the  country,  pre- 
vent ther  settling,  and  secure  our  present  frcmtiors; 
the  ehaige  of  whidi  may  probably  exceed  the  charge 
of  the  proposed  settlements,  and  the  advantage  nothing 
near  so  great. 

The  fort  at  Oswego  should  likewise  be  strength- 
ened, and  some  armed  half-galleys,  or  oth^  small  ves- 
sels, kept  there  to  cruise  on  Lake  Ontario,  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pownall  in  his  paper  kdd  before  the 
a»nmissioners  at  the  Albany  treaty. 

If  a  fort  ¥ras  also  built  at  Tirondequat  on  Lake 
Ontario,  and  a  settlement  made  there  near  the  lake 
side,  where  the  lands  are  said  to  be  good,  mudi 
better  than  at  Oswego;  the  people  of  such  settle- 
ments would  help  to  defend  both  forts  cm  any  emer* 
gency. 
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AN    ACT 

FOR  THE  BETTER  ORDERING  AND  REGULATINQ  8UGH  AS  ARE 
WILLING  AND  DESIROUS  TO  BE  UNITED  FOR  MILITARY 
PURPOSES    IN   PENNSYLVANIA. 


PASSED  iroTXMBSR  25th,  1755. 


The  defeat  of  General  Braddock  at  the  battle  of  the  Mononga- 
hela,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1755,  had  filled  the  people  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania  with  alarm.  The  Assembly  at  its  next  session  made  a  large 
grant  in  money  for  purposes  of  defence.  The  doctrine  of  non- 
resistance,  which  was  a  part  of  the  creed  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
population,  had  hitherto  prevented  the  establishment  of  any  efficient 
militia  system.  To  meet  the  present  crisis,  Franklin  drew  up  the 
following  act  for  embodying  and  disciplining  a  voluntary  militia. 
It  was  carried  through  the  House,  he  says,  without  much  diffi- 
culty, because  care  had  been  taken  to  leave  the  duakers  at  lib- 
erty.— Editor. 


Whereas  this  province  was  first  settled  by  (and  a 
majority  of  the  Assemblies  have  ever  smce  been  of) 
the  people  called  Quakers,  who,  though  they  do  not, 
as  the  world  is  now  circumstanced,  condemn  the  use 
of  arms  in  others,  yet  are  principled  against  bearing 
arms  themselves ;  and  to  make  any  law  to  compel  them 
thereto,  agamst  their  consciences,  would  be  not  only 
to  violate  a  fundamental  in  our  constitution,  and  be  a 
dffect  breach  of  our  charter  of  privileges,  but  would 
also  m  effect  be  to  commence  persecution  against  all 
that  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  provmce;  and  (or 
them  by  any  law  to  compel  others  to  bear  arms,  and 
exempt  themselves,  would  be  mconsistent  and  partial ; 
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yet  fcH-asmuch  as,  by  the  general  toleration  and  equity 
ci  our  laws,  great  numbers  of  people  of  other  reli* 
gious  denominations  are  come  among  us,  who  are 
under  no  such  restraint,  some  of  whom  have  been 
disciplined  in  the  art  of  war,  and  conscientiously  think 
it  their  duty  to  fight  in  defence  of  their  country,  their 
wives,  their  families,  and  estates,  and  such  have  an 
equal  right  to  liberty  of  conscience  with  others;  and 
whereas  a  great  number  of  petitions  from  the  several 
counties  df  this  province  have  been  presented  to  this 
House,  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  are  very  will- 
ing to  defend  themselves  and  their  coimtry,  and  de- 
sirous o(  bemg  formed  into  regular  bodies  for  that 
purpose,  mstructed  and  disciplined  under  proper  offi- 
cers, with  suitable  and  legal  authcHity;  refx^enting 
withal,  that  unless  measures  of  this  kind  are  taken, 
80  as  to  unite  them  together,  subject  them  to  due 
command,  and  thereby  give  them  confidence  m  each 
other,  they  cannot  assemble  to  oppose  the  enemy, 
without  the  utmost  danger  of  exposing  themselves  to 
confusion  and  destructicm ; 

And  whereas  the  voluntary  assemblmg  df  great 
bodies  of  armed  men  (com  different  parts  of  the  provmce 
on  any  occasional  alarm,  wheth^  true  or  false,  as  of 
late  hath  happened,  without  call  or  authority  fix>m  the 
government,  and  without  due  order  and  direction  among 
themselves,  may  be  attended  with  danger  to  our  neigh- 
bouring Indian  fiiends  and  allies,  as  well  as  to  the  in- 
ternal peace  of  the  provmce; 

And  whereas  the  governor  hath  fi'equentiy  reonn- 
mended  it  to  the  Assembly,  that,  in  preparing  and  pass- 
ing a  law  for  such  purposes,  they  should  have  a  due 
regard  for  scrupulous  and  tender  consciences,  which 
cannot  be  done  where  compulsive  means  are  used  to 
force   men    mto   military  service ;    th^^CMre,   as    we 
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represent  all  the  people  of  the  province,  and  are  com- 
posed  of  members  of  different  regions  persuasions,  we 
do  not  think  it  reasonable  that  any  idioiiki,  through  a 
want  of  legal  powers,  be  in  the  least  restrained  from 
doing  what  they  judge  it  their  duty  to  do  fior  thdr 
own  security  and  the  public  good ;  we,  in  ccmqdiance 
with  the  said  petitions  and  recommendations,  do  offiur 
it  to  the  governor  to  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enact- 
ed by  the  Honcxable  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  with 
the  King's  royal  i^fHrobation  lieutenant-governor,  un- 
der Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  true  and  abso- 
lute proprietm^  of  the  province  €i  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  the  counties  of  Newcasde,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon 
Delavrare,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  said  prov- 
ince in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authcxi- 
ty  of  the  same,  that,  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  free- 
men of  this  province  to  form  themselves  into  com- 
panies, as  heretofore  they  have  used  in  time  of  war 
virithout  Istw,  and  for  each  company,  by  majority  of 
votes  in  the  viray  of  ballot,  to  choose  its  own  officers, 
to  vrit,  a  captdn,  lieutenant,  and  ensign,  and  present 
them  to  the  governor  or  commander-in-chi^  fibr  the 
time  bemg  hr  his  approbation ;  which  officers  so  chosoi, 
if  approved  and  commissioned  by  hkn,  shall  be  the 
captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign  of  each  company  re- 
spectively, acccntling  to  their  commissions ;  and,  the  said 
companies  bemg  divided  into  regiments  by  the  gov- 
ernor or  commander-in-chie^  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  officers  so  chosen  and  commissioned  for  the 
several  companies  of  each  raiment  to  meet  together^ 
and  by  majority  of  votes,  m  the  way  of  baUbt,  to 
choose  a  odonel,  fieutenant-cdond,  and  major,  for 
the  rq;iment,  and  present  them  to  the  governor  or 
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oommander-in-chief  for  his  approbation ;  which  officers 
80  chosen^  if  apiHt)ved  and  commissioned  by  him,  shall 
be  the  cokmel,  lieut^iant-colonel,  and  major  of  the 
regiment,  according  to  their  commissions,  during  the 
continuance  of  this  act 

Provided  always,  that  if  the  governor  or  commander^ 
in^hief  shall  not  think  fit  to  grant  his  commission 
to  any  officer  so  first  chosen  and  presented,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawfiil  for  the  electors  of  such  officer  to 
choose  two  other  persons  m  his  stead,  and  fX'esent 
them  to  the  governor  or  ccMnmander-m-chie^  one  of 
whom,  at  his  pleasure,  shall  receive  his  commission, 
and  be  the  officer  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that,  as  soon  as  the  said  companies  and  regiments 
are  formed,  and  th^  officers  commissioned  as  afore^ 
said,  it  diall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  gov- 
ernor, or  commander-in-chie^  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
majors  of  all  the  regiments,  bemg  for  that  purpose  by 
him  caUed  and  convened,  or  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  said  officers  that 
shall  be  met  and  present  together  on  such  call,  to 
form,  make,  and  establish  articles  of  war,  for  the  better 
'government  of  the  fovces  that  shall  be  under  their 
command,  and  for  bringing  offenders  agamst  the  same 
to  justice;  and  to  erect  and  constitute  courts-martial, 
wiA  power  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  any  crimes  or 
offences  by  such  articles  of  war,  and  mffict  penalties 
by  sentence  or  judgment  of  the  same  on  those  who 
shall  be  subject  thereto^  in  any  {dace  within  this 
province.  Which  artkJes  of  war,  when  made  as  afore- 
sidd,  shall  be  printed,  and  distributed  to  the  captams 
of  the  several  companies,  and  by  them  distinctiy  read 
to   their   respective  companies ;    and   all   and   everv 
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captsdn,  fieutenant,  ensign,  or  other  fineesian,  who  shaD^ 
after  at  least  three  days'  consideration  of  the  said  ar- 
ticles, voluntarily  sign  the  same,  in  presrace  of  some 
one  justice  of  the  peace,  acknowledging  his  having 
perused  or  heard  the  same  distmctly  read,  and  that 
he  has  well  considered  thereof  and  b  willing  to  be 
bound  and  governed  thereby,  and  promises  obedience 
thereto,  and  to  his  officers  accordingly,  shall  henceforth 
be  deemed  well  and  duly  bound  to  the  observance 
of  the  said  articles,  and  to  the  duties  thaeby  re- 
quired, and  subject  to  the  pains,  penalties,  punish- 
ments, and  forfeitures,  that  may  therein  be  q;>pointed 
for  disobedience  and  other  offences. 

Provided  always,  that  the  articles,  so  to  be  made 
and  established,  shall  contain  nothmg  repugnant,  but 
be  as  near  as  possible  conformable,  to  the  military  laws 
of  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  ar^cles  of  war  made  and 
established  by  his  Majesty  m  pursuance  of  the  last 
act  of  Pariiament  for  pumshmg  mutiny  and  desertion^ 
the  different  circumstances  of  this  province  compared 
with  Great  Britain,  and  of  a  voluntary  militia  of  free- 
men compared  with  mercenary  standing  troops,  bemg 
duly  weighed  and  maturely  considered. 

Provided  also,  that  nothing  m  this  act  shall  be  un- 
derstood or  omstrued  to  give  any  power  or  authority  '^ 
to  the  governor  or  commander-in-chie^  and  the  said 
officers,  to  make  any  articles  or  rules  that  shall  in 
the  least  affect  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  prov- 
ince who  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bearing 
arms,  either  m  their  liberties,  persons,  or  estates ;  nor 
any  other  persons  of  what  persuasion  or  dencnnination 
soever,  who  have  not  first  voluntarily  and  freely  agned 
the  said  articles  after  due  consideratbn  as  afin^aid. 

Provided  also,  that  no  youth  under  the  age  of  twen- 
^-one   years,  nor   any  bought  servant  or   indented 
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iqpprentice,  shall  be  admitted  to  enroll  himself,  or  be 
capable  oi  being  emtdled,  m  the  said  companies  or 
raiments  without  the  consent  of  his  or  their  parents 
or  guardians,  masters  or  mistresses,  in  writing  under 
their  hands  first  had  and  obtained. 

Provided  also,  that  no  enlistment  or  enrolment  of 
any  person  in  any  ct  the  companies  or  reghnents  to 
be  formed  and  raised  as  aforesaid,  shall  protect  such 
person  m  any  suit  or  civil  action  brought  against  him 
by  his  credit(»^  or  others,  except  during  his  being 
in  actual  service  in  field  or  garrison ;  nor  firom  a  pros- 
ecution for  any  offence  committed  agamst  the  laws  of 
this  province. 

Provided,  also,  that  no  regiment,  company,  or  party 
of  volunteers,  shaH,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  compelled 
or  led  more  than  three  days'  inarch  beycmd  the  in* 
habited  parts  of  the  province;  nor  detamed  longer 
than  three  weeks  in  any  garrison,  without  an  express 
engagement  for  that  purpose,  first  voluntarily  entered 
into  and  subscribed  by  every  man  so  to  mardi  or  re- 
main in  garrison. 

This  act  to  continue  m  force  until  the  30th  day  of 
October  next,  and  no  longer. 
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A    DIALOGUE 

BETWEEN  X,  Y,  &  Z,  CONCERNING  THE  PRESENT  STATE 
OF  AFFAIRS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 


The  object  of  this  Diabgue,  ag  the  author  tells  us,  was  to  en- 
lighten the  public  mind  on  his  Militia  Act,  and  to  promote  the 
association  necessary  to  form  a  militia.  In  his  opinion  it  had 
''great  effect"  Such  objections  as  could  be  brought  against  the 
Act,  are  stated  and  answered  in  a  manner  suited  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  people.  It  was  first  printed  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Gazette,  December  18th,  1756.  The  Militia  Act  and  the  Dia^ 
logue  were  published  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  London, 
the  one  in  February,  the  other  in  March,  1756.  In  an  editorial 
paragri^ph  it  is  said,  '<  The  conduct  of  the  Assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  this  time  of  imminent  danger,  being  thought  by  many 
somewhat  extraordinary,  every  thing  that  tends  to  give  light  into 
the  motives  of  its  proceedings  must  deserve  attention." — Editor. 


X  Your  servant,  Gentlemen;  I  am  glad  to  see 
you  at  my  house.    Is  there  any  thmg  new  to-day? 

F.  We  have  been  talking  of  the  militia  act;  have 
you  seen  it? 

X  Yes;  I  have  read  it  in  the  papers. 

Z.  And  what  do  you  think  of  it? 

X  The  more  I  consider  it,  the  better  I  like  it    It  j 

appears  to  me  a  very  good  act,  and  I  am  persuaded 
will  be  of  good  use,  if  heartily  carried  into  execution. 

Z.  Ay,  that  may  be;  but  who  is  to  carry  it  into 
execudon  1    It  says,  that  people  may  form  themselves 
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into  companies,  and  choose  their  own  officers;  but 
thei-e  is  neither  time  nor  place  appomted  for  this  trans- 
action, nor  any  person  directed  or  empowered  to  call 
them  together. 

X.  It  is  true;  but  methinks  there  are  some  words 
that  point  out  the  method  pretty  plam  to  willmg  minds. 
And  it  seems  to  me,  that  we  who  jomed  so  sincerely 
in  the  petitions  for  a  militia  law,  and  really  thought 
one  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  of  our  coun- 
try, should,  now  we  have  obtained  the  law,  rather  en- 
deavour to  explain^  than  invent  difficulties  m  the  con- 
struction of  it 

F.  What  are  those  words  you  mention  1 

X  Here  is  the  act  itself;  I  will  read  that  part  of 
it  ''From  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  this  prov- 
ince to  form  themselves  into  companies,  as  heretofore 
they  used  in  time  of  wear  without  law,  and  for  each 
company,  by  majority  of  votes,  m  the  way  of  ballot, 
to  choose  its  own  officers,  &c."  The  words  I  meant 
are  these,  ^as  heretofore  they  haoe  used  in  time  of  war/* 
Now  I  suppose  we  have  none  of  us  forgot  the  asso- 
ciation in  the  time  of  the  last  war ;  it  is  not  so  long 
since,  but  that  we  may  well  enough  remember  the 
method  we  took  to  form  ourselves  into  companies, 
choose  our  officers,  and  pres^it  them  to  tibe  governor 
for  approbation  and  commissions ;  and  the  act  in  ques- 
tion says  plamly,  we  may  now  lawJiiUy  do,  in  this 
affair,  what  we  then  did  without  kuw. 

T.  I  did  not  before  take  so  much  notice  of  those 
words,  but,  to  be  sure,  the  thing  is  easy  enough ;  for 
I  remember  very  well  how  we  managed  at  that  time. 
And  indeed  it  is  easier  to  effect  it  now  than  it  was 
then ;  for  the  companies  and  regiments,  and  their  dis- 
Uicts,  &c,  were  then  aU  to  fonn  and  settle.    But  now, 
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why  may  not  the  officers  of  the  old  companies  call 
the  old  associators  together,  with  such  others  in  the 
district  of  each  company,  as  incUne  to  be  concerned, 
and  proceed  immediately  to  a  new  choice  by  virtue 
of  the  act  1  Other  new  companies  may  m  other  places 
be  formed,  as  the  associated  companies  were. 

Z.  You  say  right  And  if  this  were  all  the  objec- 
tion to  the  act,  no  doubt  they  would  do  so  immediate- 
ly.   But  it  is  said,  there  are  other  faults  in  it 

X  What  are  they? 

Z.  The  act  is  so  loose,  that  persons  who  never 
intended  to  engage  in  the  militia,  even  Quakers^  may 
meet  and  vote  in  the  choice  of  the  officers. 

X  Possibly ; — but  was  any  such  thing  observed  in 
the  association  Sections? 

Z.  Not  that  I  remember. 

X  Why  should  it  be  m(xe  apprehended  now,  than 
it  was  at  that  time  1  Can  they  have  any  motives  to 
such  a  conduct  now,  which  they  had  not  then  ? 

Z.  I  cannot  say. 

X  Nor  can  I.  K  a  militia  be  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  province,  I  hope  we  shall  not  boggle  at 
this  little  difficulty.    What  else  is  objected? 

Z.  I  have  heard  this  objected.  That  it  were  better 
the  governor  should  appomt  the  officers ;  for,  the  choice 
being  in  the  people,  a  man  very  unworthy  to  be  an 
officer  may  happen  to  be  popular  enough  to  get  him- 
self chosen  by  the  undisceming  mob. 

X  It  is  possible.  And  if  all  officers  appointed  by 
governors  were  always  men  of  merit,  and  fvUly  quali 
fied  for  their  po^ts,  it  would  be  wrong  ever  to  hazard 
a  popular  election*  It  is  reasonable,  I  allow,  that  the 
commander-in-chief  should  not  have  officers  absdutely 
forced  upon  him,  in  whom,  from  his  knowledge  of 
their  incapacity,  he  can  place  no  confidence.    And,  on 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DIALOGUS.  87 

the  other  hand^  it  seems  likely  that  the  people  will 
engage  more  readily  in  the  service,  and  face  danger 
with  more  mtrepidity,  when  they  are  commanded  by 
a  man  they  know  and  esteem,  and  on  whose  prudence 
and  courage,  as  well  as  good-wiB  and  integrity,  they 
can  have  reliance,  than  they  wouM  under  a  man  they 
either  did  not  know,  or  did  not  like.    For,  supposfaig 
governors  ever  so  judicious  and  upright  in  the  distribu* 
tion  of  commissions,  they  cannot  know  everybody,  in 
every  part  o(  the  province,  and  are  liable  to  be  impoied 
on  by  partial  recommendations ;  but  the  people  generally 
know  their  neighbours.    And,  to  me,  the  act  in  question 
seems  to  have  hit  a  prc^r  medium  between  the  two 
modes  of  appointing.    The  people  choose,  and  if  the 
govenKH"  aj^roves,  he  grants  the  commisskm ;  if  not^ 
they  are  to  choose  a  second,  and  even  a  third  tim(& 
Out  of  three  choices,  it  is  probable  one  may  be  right ; 
and  where  an  officer  is  improved  both  by  superior! 
and  faiferiors,  there  is  the  greatest  prospect  of  thoM 
advantages  diat  attend  a  good  agreemmt  in  the  net* 
vice.    This  mode  of  chofee  is  moreover  agreeable  to 
the  liberty  and  genius  of  our  constitutioii.    It  is  simi- 
lar to  the  manner  in  which  by  our  laws  sheriffs  and 
coroners  are  chosen  and  approved.    And  yet  it  has 
more  regard  to  the  prerogative  than  the  mode  of 
choice  in  some  colonies,  where  the  military  officers 
are  either  chosen  absolutely  by  the  companies  them-^ 
selves,  or  by  the  House  rf  Represratatives,  without 
any  negative  on  that  choice,  or  any  apiHt)bation  ne-^ 
cessary  fixHn  the  governor.  i 

F.  But  is  that  agreeable  to  the  Englbh  constitution  ? 

X  Considered  in  tlus  light,  I  think  it  is;  British 
subjects,  by  removing  mto  America,  cultivating  a  wil« 
demess,  extending  the  dominion,  and  increasbg  the 
wealth)  commerce,  and  power  of  their  mother  country, 
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at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  ought  not, 
and  in  bet  do  not  thereby  lose  their  native  rights. 
There  is  a  power  in  the  crown  to  grant  a  contmu- 
ance  of  those  rights  to  such  subjects,  in  any  part  of 
the  worid,  and  to  their  posterity  bom  in  such  new 
country;  and,  for  the  farther  encouragement  and  re- 
ward of  such  merit,  to  grant  additional  liberties  and 
privileges,  not  used  in  England,  but  suited  to  the  dif- 
ferent circumstances  of  different  colonies.  If  then  the 
grants  of  those  additional  liberties  and  {xivQeges  may 
be  regulariy  made  under  an  English  constitution,  they 
may  be  enjoyed  agreeably  to  that  constitution. 

F.  But  die  act  is  very  short;  th^e  are  numberiess 
circumstances  and  occasions  pertaining  to  a  body  of 
armed  men,  which  are  not,  as  they  ought  to  have  been, 
ezp'essly  provided  for  in  the  act 

X  It  is  true,  there  are  not  express  provisions  in 
the  act  for  all  circumstances;  but  there  is  a  power 
lodged  by  the  act  in  the  governor  and  field-officers 
of  the  regiments,  to  make  all  such  provisions,  in  the 
articles  of  war  which  they  may  form  and  establish. 

F.  But  can  it  be  right  m  the  legislature,  by  any 
act,  to  delegate  their  pow^  of  making  laws  to  others? 

X  I  believe  not,  generally ;  but  certainly  in  partic- 
ular cases  it  may.  Legislatures  may,  and  frequentiy 
do,  give  to  corporations  power  to  make  by-laws  for 
their  own  government  And,  in  this  case,  the  act  of 
Parliament  gives  the  power  of  making  articles  of  war 
for  the  government  of  the  army  to  the  King  alone, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Parliament  understands 
the  rights  of  government 

F.  Are  you  sure  the  act  of  Parliament  gives  such 
power?  ^ 

X  This  is  the  act  The  power  I  mention  is  here 
m  the  66th  section.    ^<  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  and 
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may  be  lawlul  to  and  for  his  Migesty,  to  form,  make, 
and  establish  articles  of  war  for  the  better  goremment 
of  his  Majesty's  forces^  and  for  bringing  offenders 
against  the  same  to  justice ;  and  to  erect  and  consti- 
tute courts-martial,  with  power  to  try,  hear,  and  de- 
termme  any  crimes  or  offences  by  such  articles  of 
war,  and  inffict  penalties  by  sentence  or  judgment  of 
the  same."  And  here  you  see,  bound  up  with  the 
act,  the  articles  of  war,  made  by  his  Majesty  in  pur-^ 
suance  of  the  act,  and  providing  for  every  circum- 
stance. 

Z.  It  is,  sure  enough.  I  had  been  tdd  that  our 
act  of  Assembly  was  impertinratly  smgular  in  this  par- 
ticular. 

X  The  governor  himself  in  a  message  to  the  House, 
expressly  recommended  this  act  of  Parliament  for  their 
imitation,  in  forming  the  militia  bilL 

Z.  I  never  hecotl  that  before. 

X  But  it  is  true.  The  Assembly,  however,  con- 
sidering that  this  militia  would  consist  chiefly  of  free- 
holders, have  vsffied  a  little  from  that  part  o(  the  act 
of  Pariiament,  m  favcH*  cX  liberty ;  they  have  not  given 
the  sole  power  of  making  those  articles  of  war  to  the 
governor^  as  that  act  does  to  the  King;  but  have 
jdned  with  the  governor,  for  that  purpose,  a  number 
(rf  offica^  to  be  chosen  by  the  people.  The  articles, 
moreover,  are  not  to  be  general  laws,  bindmg  on  all 
the  province,  nor  on  any  man  who  has  not  first  ap- 
proved (^  them,  and  voluntarily  engi^ed  to  observe 
them. 

Z.  Is  there  no  danger  that  the  govonor  and  officers 
may  make  those  articles  too  severe? 

X  Not  without  yon  can  suppose  them  enemies  to 
the  service,  and  to  thear  country;  for,  if  they  shoukl 
make  such  as  are  unfit  for  fi'eemen  and  Englishmen 
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to  be  subjected  to,  they  will  get  no  soldiers ;  nobcxly 
will  engage.  In  some  cases,  however,  if  you  and  I 
were  in  actual  service,  I  believe  we  should  both  think 
it  necessary  for  our  own  safety,  that  the  articles  should 
be  pretty  severe. 

Z.  What  cases  are  theyl 

X  Suppose  a  sentinel  should  betray  his  trust,  give 
intelligence  to  the  enemy,  or  conduct  them  into  our 
quarters. 

Z.  To  be  sure  there  should  be  severe  punishments 
for  such  crimes,  or  we  might  all  be  ruined. 

X  Choose  reasonable  men  for  your  officers,  and 
you  need  not  fear  their  making  reasonable  laws ;  and 
if  they  make  such,  I  hope  reasonable  men  will  not 
refuse  to  engage  under  them. 

F.  But  here  is  a  thmg  I  do  not  like.  By  this  act 
of  Assembly,  the  Quakers  are  neither  compelled  to 
muster,  nor  to  pay  a  fine  if  they  do  not 

X  It  is  true;  nor  could  they  be  compelled  either 
to  muster  or  pay  a  fine  of  that  kmd,  by  any  militia 
law  made  here.  They  are  exempted  by  the  charter 
and  fundamental  laws  of  the  province. 

F.  How  so? 

X  See  here;  it  is  the  first  clause  in  the  charts. 
I  will  read  it  "  Because  no  people  can  be  truly  hap- 
py, though  under  the  greatest  enjoyment  of  civil  lib- 
erties, if  abridged  of  the  freedom  of  their  consciences 
as  to  their  religwus  profession  and  worship;  and  Al- 
mighty Giod  being  the  only  lord  of  conscience,  father 
of  lights  and  spirits,  and  the  author  as  well  as  object 
of  all  divine  knowledge,  faith,  and  worship,  who  only 
doth  enlighten  the  minds,  and  persuade  and  convince 
the  understandings  of  people ;  I  do  hereby  grant  and 
declare,  That  no  person  or  persons  inhabiting  m  this 
provmce  or  territories,  who  shall  confess  and  acknowl- 
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edge  one  Almighty  God,  the  creator,  upholder,  and 
ruler  of  the  world,  and  profess  him  or  themselves 
obliged  to  live  quietly  under  the  civil  government, 
shall  be,  in  ant  case,  molested  or  prejudiced 
m  his  or  their  person  or  estate  because  of  his  or 
their  conscientious  persuasion  or  practice,  nor  be  com- 
pelled to  frequent  or  maintain  any  religious  worship, 
place,  or  ministry,  contrary  to  his  or  their  mind,  or 
to  DO  OR  SUFFER  any  OTHER  ACT  OR  THING,  Con- 
trary to  their  religious  persuasion."  And,  in  the  8th 
section  of  the  same  charter,  you  see  a  declaration,  that 
<<  neither  the  proprietor,  nor  his  heirs  or  asmgns,  shall 
procure  or  do  any  thing  or  things,  whereby  the  liber- 
ties in  this  charter  contained  or  expressed,  nor  any 
part  thereof,  shall  be  infringed  or  broken ;  and  if  any 
thing  shall  be  procured  or  done  by  any  person  or  per- 
sonSf  contrary  td  these  presents,  it  shall  be  held  of 
NO  FORCE  OR  EFFECT.'*  This  liberty  of  conscience 
granted  by  charter,  is  also  established  by  the  first  law 
in  onr  book,  and  confirmed  by  the  crown.  And,  more- 
over, the  governor  has  an  express  mstruction  fit)m  the 
proprietaries,  that,  in  case  of  makmg  any  militia  law, 
he  shall  take  especial  care  that  the  charter  be  not  in- 
fiinged  in  this  respect  Besides,  most  of  our  petitions 
for  a  militia  fit)m  the  moderate  part  of  the  people  re- 
quested particularly,  that  due  regard  might  be  had  to 
scrupulous  and  tender  consciences.  When  taxes  are 
raised,  however,  for  the  King's  service,  the  Quakers 
and  Menonists  pay  their  part  of  them,  and  a  great 
part;  for,  as  their  frugality  and  industry  make  them 
generally  wealthy,  their  proportion  is  the  greater  com- 
pared with  their  numbers.  And  out  of  these  taxes 
those  men  are  paid  who  go  into  actual  service.  As 
for  mustering  and  training,  no  militia  are  anywhere 
paid  for  that.    It  is  by  many  justly  delighted  in,  as  a 
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manly  exercise.    But  those  who  are  engaged  in  actual 
service  for  any  time,  ought  undoubtedly  to  have  pay. 

Y.  There  is  no  provision  in  this  mflitia  act  to  pay 
them. 

X  There  is  a  provision,  that  no  regiment,  company, 
or  party,  though  engaged  in  the  militia,  shall  be  obliged 
^  to  more  than  three  days'  march,  &c.,  without  an  ex- 
press engagement  for  that  purpose,  first  vcduntai^y 
entered  mto  and  subscribed  by  every  man,  so  to  march 
or  remain  m  garrison."  And  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
that  no  man  w31  subscribe  such  particular  engagement 
without  reasonable  pay,  or  other  encouragem^tiL 

F.  But  where  is  that  pay  to  come  fix)m  1 

X  From  the  government  to  be  sure;  and  out  of 
the  money  struck  by  the  act  for  granting  ^£60,000. 

Z.  Yes;  but  those  who  serve  must  pay  a  share 
of  the  tax,  as  well  as  those  who  do^not 

X  Perhaps  not  It  is  to  be  supposed,  that  those 
who  engage  m  the  s^rice  for  any  time,  upon  pay, 
will  be  chiefly  smgle  men,  and  they  are  expressly  ex* 
empted  from  the  tax  by  the  JE60,000  act  Conse- 
quently those  who  do  not  serve,  must  pay  the  more ; 
far  the  sum  granted  must  be  made  up. 

Z.  I  never  heard  before,  that  they  were  exempted 
by  that  act 

X  It  is  so,  I  assure  you. 

F.  But  there  is  no  provision  in  the  militia  act  for 
the  maimed. 

X  If  they  are  poor,  they  are  provided  for  by  the 
laws  of  their  country.  There  is  no  other  provision  by 
any  militia  law  that  I  know  of.  If  they  have  behaved 
well,  and  suffered  in  their  country's  cause,  they  de- 
serve, moreover,  some  grateful  notice  of  their  service, 
and  some  assistance  from  the  common  treasury;  and 
if  any  particular  township  should  happen^ to  be  over- 
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burthened,  they  may,  on  application  to  the  govern- 
ment, reasonably  expect  relief. 

Z.  Though  the  Quakers,  and  others  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  bearing  arms,  are  exempted,  as  you  say, 
by  charter,  they  might,  being  a  majority  in  the  As- 
sembly, have  made  the  law  compulsory  on  others.  At 
present,  it  is  so  loose,  that  nobody  is  obliged  by  it, 
who  does  not  voluntarily  engage. 

X  They  might  indeed  have  made  the  law  com- 
pulsory on  all  others.  But  it  seems,  they  thought  it 
more  equitable  and  generous  to  leave  to  all  as  much 
liberty  as  they  enjoy  themselves,  and  not  lay  even  a 
seeming  hardship  on  others,  which  they  themselves 
declined  to  bear.  They  have,  however,  granted  all 
we  asked  of  them.  Our  petitions  set  forth,  that  "we 
were  freely  willing  and  ready  to  defend  ourselves  and 
country,  and  all  \ve  wanted  was  legal  authority,  or- 
der, and  discipline."  These  are  now  afforded  by  the 
law,  if  we  think  fit  to  make  use  of  them.  And  in- 
deed I  do  not  see  the  advantage  of  compelling  people 
of  any  sect  mto  martial  service,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  radsmg  numbers.  I  have  been  myself  in  some  ser- 
vice of  danger,  and  I  always  thought  cowards  rather 
weakened  than  strengthened  the  party.  Fear  is  con- 
tagious, and  a  panic  once  begun  spreads  like  wildfire, 
and  infects  the  stoutest  heart  All  men  are  not  by 
nature  brave ;  and  a  few,  who  are  so,  will  do  more 
effectual  service  by  themselves,  than  when  accompan- 
ied by,  and  mixed  with,  a  multitude  of  paltroons,  who 
only  create  confusion,  and  give  advantage  to  the  enemy. 

Z.  What  signifies  what  you  thought  or  think? 
Others  think  differendy;  and  all  the  wise  legislatures 
m  the  other  colonies  have  thought  fit  to  compel  all 
sorts  of  persons  to  bear  arms,  or  suffer  heavy  penal- 
ties. 
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X  As  you  say,  what  I  thought,  or  thmk,  Ls  not  of 
much  consequence.  But  a  wiser  legislator  than  all 
those  you  mention  put  together,  and  who  better  knew 
the  nature  of  mankind,  made  his  military  law  Tery  dif- 
ferent from  theirs  in  that  respect 

Z.  What  legislator  do  you  mean*? 

X  I  mean  God  himself,  who  would  have  no  man 
led  to  battle  that  might  rather  wish  to  be  at  home, 
cither  from  fear  or  other  causes. 

Z.  Where  do  you  find  that  lawl 

X  It  is  in  the  20th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy^  where 
are  these  words.  When  thou  goest  out  to  battle  against 
thine  enemies,  the  officers  shaU  speak  unto  the  peoplej 
saying.  What  man  is  there  that  hath  hmU  a  neto  house, 
and  hath  not  dedicated  it?  Let  him  go  and  return  to 
his  house,  lest  he  die  in  the  battle,  and  another  man 
dedicate  it.  Jfnd  what  man  is  he  that  hath  planted  a 
vineyard,  and  hath  not  yet  eaten  of  it?  Let  him  also 
go  and  return  unto  his  house,  lest  he  die  in  the  battle^ 
and  another  man  eat  of  it.  Jnd  what  man  is  there  that 
hath  betrothed  a  wife,  and  hath  not  taken  her?  Let 
him  go  and  return  unto  his  house,  lest  he  die  in  battle, 
and' another  man  take  her.    Jtnd — 

Z.  These*  all  together  could  not  be  many ;  and  this 
has  no  relation  to  cowardice. 

X  If  you  had  not  mterrupted  me,  I  was  coming  to 
that  part ;  (verse  8,)  Jtnd  the  officers  shall  speak  fur- 
ther unto  the  people,  and  they  shall  say.  What  man  is 
there  that  is  fearful  and  faint-hearted  ?  Let  him 
go  and  return  unto  his  house,  lest  his  brethren's  heart 
faint  as  well  as  his  heart ;  that  is,  lest  he  communi- 
cate his  fears,  and  his  brave  brethren  catch  the  con- 
tagion, to  the  rum  of  the  whole  army.  Accordingly 
we  find,  that,  under  this  military  law,  no  people  in 
the  world  fought  more  gallantly,  or  performed  greater 
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actions,  than  the  Hebrew  soldiery.  And  if  you  would 
be  informed  what  proportion  of  people  would  be  dis- 
charged by  such  a  proclamation,  you  will  find  that 
matter  determmed  by  an  actual  experiment,  made  by 
General  Gideon,  as  related  in  the  7th  Chapter  of 
Judges ;  for  he,  having  assembled  thirty-two  thousand 
men  agamst  the  Midianites,  proclaimed,  according  to 
law,  (verse  3,)  Whosoever  is  fearful  and  afraip,  let 
him  return  and  depart  early  from  Mount  Gilead^ 

Z.  And  pray  how  many  departed  ? 

X  The  text  says,  there  departed  twenty-two  thou- 
sand, and  there  remained  but  ten  thousand  men.  A 
very  great  sifting !  and  yet  on  that  particular  occasion 
a  farther  sifting  was  required.  Now  it  seems  to  me^ 
that  this  militia  law  of  ours,  which  gives  the  brave 
all  the  advantages  that  they  can  desire>  of  order,  au- 
thority, discipline,  and  the  like,  and  compels  no  cow- 
ards into  their  company,  is  such  a  kind  Of  sieve,  a3 
the  Mosaic  proclamation.  For,  with  us,  not  only  every 
man  who  has  built  a  house,  or  planted  a  vineyard,  or 
betrothed  a  vdfe,  or  is  afraid  of  his  flesh;  but  the 
narrow  bigot,  filled  with  sectarian  malice,  if  such  there 
be,  who  hates  Quakers  more  than  he  loves  hi^  coun- 
try, his  friends,  his  wife,  or  family,  may  say,  I  will  not 
engage^  for  I  do  not  like  the  act;  or,  I  do  not  Uke  the 
qffkers  that  are  chosen;  or,  I  do  not  like  the  articles  of 
war  J  and  so  we  shall  not  be  troubled  with  them,  but 
all  that  engage  will  be  hearty. 

Z.  For  my  part,  I  am  no  coward,  but  hang  me  if 
I  will  fight  to  save  the  Quakers. 

X  That  is  to  say,  you  will  not  pump  ship,  because 
it  will  save  the  rats,  as  well  as  yourselt 

T.  You  have  answered  most  of  the  objections  I 
have  heard  against  the  act  to  my  satisfaction ;  but  there 
is  one  remaining.    The  method   of  carrying  it   mto 
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execution  seems  so  roundabout,  I  am  afraid  we  cannot 
have  the  benefit  of  it  in  any  reasonable  time. 

X.  I  cannot  see  much  m  that  objection.  The  sev- 
eral neighbourhoods  out  of  which  companies  are  formed, 
may  meet  and  choose  their  company  oflficers  in  one 
and  the  same  day ;  and  the  regiments  may  be  formed, 
and  field-oflficers  chosen,  in  a  week  or  ten  days  after, 
who  may  immediately  proceed  to  consider  the  several 
militia  laws  of  Britam  and  the  colonies,  and,  with  the 
governor,  form  out  of  them  such  articles,  as  wiQ  ap- 
pear most  suitable  for  the  freemen  of  this  province, 
who  mclme  to  bear  arms  voluntarily;  and  the  whole 
may  be  in  order  in  a  month  from  the  first  elections, 
if  common  diligence  be  used.  And,  mdeed,  as  the 
colonies  are  at  present  the  prize  contended  for  between 
Britam  and  France,  and  the  latter,  by  the  last  advices, 
seems  to  be  meditating  some  grand  blow,  part  of  which 
may  probably  fall  on  Pennsylvania,  either  by  land  or 
sea,  or  both,  it  behoves  us,  I  think,  to  make  the  best 
use  we  can  of  this  act,  and  carry  it  immediately  into 
execution,  both  in  town  and  country.  If  there  are  any 
material  defects  in  it,  experience  will  best  discover 
them,  and  show  what  is  proper  or  necessary  to  amend 
them.  The  approaching  winter  will  afibrd  us  some 
time  to  arm  and  prepare,  and  more  leisure,  than  other 
seasons,  for  exercising  and  improving  in  good  disciplme. 

Z.  But  if  this  act  should  be  carried  into  execution, 
prove  a  good  one,  and  answer  the  end,  what  shall 
we  have  to  say  against  the  Quakers  at  the  next  elec- 
tion? 

X  O  my  friends,  let  us  on  this  occasion  cast  torn 
us  all  these  little  party  views,  and  consider  ourselves 
as  Englishmen  and  Pennsylvanians.  Let  us  think  only 
of  the  service  of  our  Kmg,  the  honor  and  safety  of 
our  country,  and  vengeance  on  its  murdering  enemies. 
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If  good  be  done,  what  imports  it  by  whom  it  is  done? 
The  glory  of  servmg  and  saving  others  is  superior  to 
the  advantage  of  bemg  served  or  secured.  Let  us 
resolutely  and  generously  unite  in  our  country's  cause, 
in  which  to  die  is  the  sweetest  of  all  deaths,  and  may 
the  God  of  armies  bless  our  honest  endeavours. 


REPORT 


OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  AOGRIEVANCES  OF  THE 
ASSEMBLY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

DATKD  FSBEUART  93Dy  1757. 


The  English  colonial  gorernments  were  of  three  sorts.  First, 
Pravinciai  goremments ;  where  the  constitution  originally  depends 
on  the  King's  commission  and  instructions,  given  to  his  governors ; 
and  the  Assemblies,  held  under  that  authority,  have  their  share  in 
making  local  ordinances  not  repugnant  to  English  law.  Next, 
Praprtetary  goTemments ;  where  a  district  of  country  is  giren  by 
the  crown  to  individuals,  attended  with  certain  legislative  powers  in 
the  nature  of  a  fief;  with  a  provision  for  the  sovereignty  at  home, 
and  also  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  terms  and  end  of  the  grant. 
Lastly,  Charter  governments,  where  the  fundamentals  of  the  gov- 
ernment are  previously  prescribed  and  made  known  to  the  settlera, 
being  in  no  degree  left  subject  to  a  governor's  commission  or  pro- 
prietor's will.  (See  BlacJcstone,  Vol.  I.  Introd.  §  4.)  Good  faith, 
however,  to  mankind  seemed  to  require,  that  ^e  constitutions, 
once  begun  under  the  provincial  or  proprietary  governments,  should 
remain  unaltered  (except  for  improvement)  to  the  respective  set- 
tlers; equally  as  in  charter  governments. 

By  the  last  paragraph  of  the  following  Report,  it  seems  .that  the 
Assembly  establbhed  in  Pennsylvania  intended  to  send  commis- 
sioners to  England  to  solicit  redress  of  various  grievances,  par- 
ticularly respecting  their  Proprietors'  conduct ;  and  that,  the  busi- 
ness being  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  Assembly,  the  following 

VOL.   UL  13  I 
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leport  was  meant  to  convey  the  opinion  of  that  committee  coa« 
corning  the  instructions  necessary  to  be  giren  by  the  Assembly  to 
the  commissioners.  —  B.  V. 


Ix  obedience  to  the  order  cS  the  House,  we  have 
drawn  up  the  heads  of  the  most  important  aggrier- 
ances  that  occur  to  us,  which  the  people  of  this  pro- 
vince with  great  difficulty  labor  under;  the  many 
infractions  of  the  constitution,  (in  manifest  violation  of 
the  royal  grant,  the  proprietary  charter,  the  laws  of 
this  province,  and  of  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs 
of  our  mother  country,)  and  other  matters,  which  we 
apprehend  call  aloud  for  redress. 

They  are  as  follow; 

FirsL  By  the  royal  charter,  (which  has  ever  been, 
ought  to  be,  and  truly  is,  the  principal  and  invariable 
fundamental  of  this  constitution,)  IQng  Charles  the 
Second  did  give  and  grant  unto  William  Penn,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  the  province  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
also  to  him  and  his  heirs,  and  his  or  their  deputies  or 
lieutenants,  free,  full,  and  absolute  power  for  the  good 
and  happy  government  thereof,  to  make  and  enact  any 
laws,  ^^  according  to  their  best  discretion,  by  and  with 
the  advice,  assent,  and  approbation  of  the  freemen  of 
the  said  country,  or  of  dieir  delegates  or  deputies;** 
for  the  raising  of  money,  or  any  other  end  appertain- 
ing to  the  public  state,  peace,  or  safety  of  the  ssdd 
country.  By  the  words  of  this  grant,  it  is  evident  that 
full  powers  are  panted  to  the  dtpidiea  and  liaitenanta 
of  William  Penn  and  his  heirs,  to  concur  with  tfie  peo- 
ple m  framing  laws  for  their  protection  and  the  safety 
of  the  provmce,  according  to  their  best  discretion ;  in- 
dependent of  any  instructions  or  duections  they  should 
receive  from  theur/rtnc^pa/sL    And  it  is  equidly  obvious 
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to  your  committee,  that  the  people  of  this  province 
and  their  representatives  were  interested  in  this  royd 
grant ;  and  by  virtue  thereof  have  an  original  right  of 
legishtion  inherent  m  them,  which  nather  the  propri- 
etors nor  any  other  person  whatsoever  can  divest  them 
of^  restrain,  or  abridge,  without  manifestly  violating  and 
destroying  the  letter,  spirit,  and  design  of  this  grant 

Nevertheless  we  unfortunately  find,  that  the  proprie- 
taries of  this  province,  regardless  of  this  sacred  funda^ 
mental  <^  all  our  rights  and  Kbetties,  have  so  abridged 
and  restricted  their  late  and  present  gwemod^ii  discre- 
tion  in  matters  of  legislation,  by  their  iOegal,  impracti* 
cable,  and  unconstitutional  instructions  and  prohibitions, 
that  no  bin  fcH*  granting  aids  and  supplies  to  Our  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  (be  it  ev^  so  reasonable^  e^cpedi^- 
ent,  and  necessary^  for  the  defence  of  this  his  Majesty'i 
colony,  and  safety  of  his  people,)  unless  it  be  agree- 
able thereto,  can  meet  with  his  approbfeition ;  by  meant 
whereof  the  many  considerable  sums  of  money,  which 
have  been  offered  for  those  purposes  by  the  Assem*^ 
blies  of  this  province  (ever  anjdous  to  maintab  hiik 
honor  and  rights),  have  been  rejected;  to  the  great 
encouragement  of  his  Majesty's  enemies,  and  the  im^^ 
minent  danger  of  the  loss  of  thb  his  colcmy. 

Secondly.  The  representatives  of  the  people  in  (Jen* 
cral  Assembly  met,  by  virtue  of  the  said  royrd  grant, 
and  the  charter  of  privileges  granted  by  the  said  WB* 
Kam  Penn,  and  a  law  of  this  province,  have  right  to, 
and  ought  to  enjoy,  all  the  powers  and  privileges  ct  ah 
Assembly,  according  to  the  rights  of  the  free-borti  sub'^ 
jects  of  England,  and  as  is  usual  m  any  of  the  plan^ 
tations  in  America.  It  is  an  indubitable  and  now  an 
uncontested  right  of  the  Commons  of  England  to  grant 
cids  and  supplies  to  his  Majesty  in  any  manner  they 
thmk  most  easy  to  themselves  and  the  people;  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


100  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

they  are  the  sole  judges  of  the  meagt^e^  manner^  and 
time  of  grantmg  and  raisiDg  the  same. 

Nevertheless  the  proprietaries  of  this  province,  m 
contempt  of  the  said  royal  grant,  proprietary  charts, 
and  law  of  their  colony ;  designing  to  subvert  the  fun- 
damentals of  this  constitution,  to  deprive  the  Assembly 
and  peojde  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  as- 
sume an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  pow^  over  the  liber- 
ties and  properties  of  his  Majest)r's  liege  subjects; 
have  so  restramed  thdr  govem(»rs  by  the  despotic  m- 
sbructions^  (which  are  not  to  be  varied  fix)m,  and  are 
particulariy  directory  in  the  framing  and  passmg  of 
money  bills  and  supplies  to  his  Majesty,  as  to  the  mode, 
measure,  and  time,)  that  it  is  impossible  fcN*  the  Assem- 
bly, should  they  lose  all  sense  of  their  most  essential 
rights,  and  comply  with  those  instructions,  to  grant 
sufficient  aids  for  the  defence  of  this  his  Majes^'s 
province  from  the  common  enemy. 

JTiiriUy.  In  piu^uance  of  sundry  acts  of  General 
Assembly,  approved  of  by  the  crown,  and  a  natural 
right  inherent  in  eVery  man  antecedent  to  all  laws,  the 
Assemblies  of  this  province  have  had  the  power  of  dis- 
posing of  the  public  moneys,  that  have  been  raised  fi^r 
the  encouragement  of  trade  and  support  of  government 
by  the  interest  money  arising  by  the  loans  of  the  bills 
of  credit  and  the  excise.  No  part  of  these  moneys  was 
ever  paid  by  the  proprietaries^  or  ever  raised  on  thdr 
estates ;  and  therefore  they  can  have  no  pretence  of 
light  to  a  voice  in  the  disposition  of  them.  They  have 
ever  been  ^plied  with  prudent  frugality  to  the  honor 
and  advantage  of  the  public  and  the  Bang's  immedi 
ate  service,  to  the  general  approbation  of  the  people ; 
the  credit  of  the  government  has  been  preserved,  and  the 
debts  of  the  public  punctually  discharged.  In  short, 
no  inconveniences,  but  great   and  many  advantages 
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have  accrued  ih>m  the  Assembly's  prudent  cste  and 
management  of  these  ilmds. 

Tet  the  proprietaries  resolved  to  deprive  die  Assem- 
blies of  the  power  and  means  of  sttpparting  an  agint 
in  England,  and  of  prosecuting  their  ccHnplaints  and 
remonstrating  their  aggrievances,  when  injured  and  op- 
pressed, to  his  Majesty  and  his  Parliament;  and,  to 
rob  them  of  this  natural  right  (which  has  been  so  often 
approved  oS  by  their  gracious  Sovereign),  have^  by  their 
said  instructions,  prohibited  their  governor  from  giving 
his  assent  to  any  laws  emitting  or  reemitting  any  paper 
currency  or  bills  of  credit,  or  for  raising  money  by 
excise  or  any  other  method;  unless  the  governor  or 
commander-in-chief  for  the  time  bemg,  by  clauses  to  be 
mserted  therem,  have  a  negaiwe  in  the  disporilian  of 
the  moneys  arising  thereby ;  let  the  languishing  circum- 
stances of  our  trade  be  ever  so  great,  and  a  further 
or  greater  medium  be  ever  so  necessary  for  its  support. 

Fourthly.  By  the  laws  and  statutes  of  England,  the  ^ 
chief  rents,  honors,  and  castles  of  the  crown  are  taxed, 
and  pay  their  proportion  to  the  supplies  that  are  grant- 
ed to  the  Emg  for  the  defence  of  the  reahn  and  sup- 
port of  government  His  Majesty,  the  npbility  of  the 
realm,  and  all  the  British  subjects  do  now  actually 
contribute  their  proportion  towards  the  defence  of 
America  m  general,  and  this  province  in  particular; 
and  it  is  in  a  more  especial  manner  the  duty  of  the 
proprietaries  to  pay  their  proportion  of  a  tax  for  the 
immediate  preservation  of  their  own  estates  in  this 
provmce.  To  exempt,  therefore,  any  part  of  their 
estates  from  their  reasonable  part  of  this  necessary 
burthen,  is  ad  unjust  as  it  is  illegal,  and  as  new  as  it 
is  arbitrary. 

Yet  the  proprietaries,  notwithstanding  the  general 
danger  to  which  the  nation  and  its  colonies  are  exposed, 
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and  great  distress  of  this  province  in  particular  by 
their  said  mstnictions  hare  prohibited  their  gOTemors 
frcmi  passing  laws  for  the  rabing  supplies  {or  its  de- 
fence ;  unless  all  their  located,  unimproved,  and  unoc- 
cupied lands,  quit-rents,  fines,  and  purchase  moneys 
on  interest,  (the  much  greater  part  of  their  enormous 
estates  in  this  colony,)  are  expressly  exempted  fix>m 
paying  any  part  of  the  tax. 

Fifthly.  By  virtue  of  the  Sfidd  royal  charter,  the 
proprietaries  are  invested  with  a  power  of  domg  all 
things,  ^  which  unto  a  complete  establishment  of  justice, 
unto  courts  and  tribunals,  forms  of  judicature,  and  man- 
ner of  proceedings,  do  belong."  It  was  certainly  the 
import  and  design  of  this  grant,  that  the  courts  of 
judicature  should  be  formed,  and  the  judges  and  offi- 
cers thereof  hold  their  commissions,  in  a  manner  not 
repugnant,  but  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs  of 
England;  that  thereby  they  might  remam  fi-ee  from 
the  mfluence  of  persons  in  power,  the  rights  of  the 
people  might  be  preserved,  and  their  properties  eflTect- 
ually  secured.  That  the  grantee,  William  Penn,  (un- 
derstanding the  slaid  grant  in  this  light)  did,  by  his 
original  fi'ame  of  government,  covenant  and  grant  with 
the  people,  that  the  judges  and  other  officers  should 
hold  their  commissions  during  their  good  behaviour ,  and 
no  longer. 

Notvdthstanding  which,  the  governors  of  this  prov- 
ince have,  for  many  years  past,  granted  all  the  com- 
missions to  the  judges  of  the  Ejng's  Bench  or  supreme 
court  of  this  province,  and  to  die  judges  of  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  several  counties,  to  be  held 
during  their  will  and  pleasure  ;  by  means  whereof  the 
said  judges  being  subject  to  the  influence  and  direc- 
tions of  the  proprietaries  and  their  governors,  their 
favorites  and  creatures,  the  laws  may   not  be   duly 
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administered  or  executed,  but  often  wrested  from  thdr 
true  sense  to  serve  particular  puiposes ;  the  foundatioii 
of  justice  may  be  liable  to  be  destroyed ;  and  the  lives, 
laws,  liberties,  privileges,  and  properties  of  the  people 
thereby  rendered  precarious  and  altogeth^  insecure; 
to  the  great  disgrace  of  our  laws,  and  the  inccmceiva- 
ble  injury  of  his  Msgesty's  subjects. 

Your  committee  further  beg  leave  to  add,  that,  be* 
sides  these  aggrievances,  there  are  other  hardships 
the  people  of  this  provmce  have  experienced,  that  odl 
for  redress.  The  enlistment  of  servants  tDithaut  the 
least  satisfaction  bemg  made  to  the  masters,  has  not 
only  prevented  the  cultivation  of  our  lands,  and  dimm- 
bhed  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  province ;  but 
b  a  burthen  extremely  unequal  and  oppressive  to  indi- 
viduals. And,  should  the  practice  continue,  the  conse- 
quence must  prove  very  discouraging  to  the  further  set- 
tlement of  this  colony,  and  prejudicial  to  his  Majestjr's 
future  service.  Justice,  therefore,  demands  that  satis&c- 
tion  should  be  made  to  the  masters  of  such  enlisted 
servants,  and  that  the  right  of  masters  to  their  ser- 
vants be  confirmed  and  setded.  But,  as  those  servants 
have  been  enlisted  into  his  Majesty's  service  for  the 
general  defence  of  America,  and  not  of  this  provmce 
only,  but  all  the  colonies,  and  the  nation  in  general, 
have  and  will  receive  equal  benefit  firom  their  service, 
this  satisfacticm  should  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation,  and  not  of  the  province  only. 

That  the  people  now  labor  under  a  burthen  of  taxes 
almost  insupportable  by  so  young  a  colony,  for  the  de- 
fence of  its  long-extended  fiiontier,  of  about  two  hun- 
dred miles  fit)m  New  Jersey  to  Maryland ;  without 
either  of  those  colonies,  or  the  three  lower  counties 
on  Delaware,  contributing  their  proportbn  thereto ; 
though  their  fix)ntiers  are  m  a  great  measure  covered 
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sod  protected  b  j  our  forts.  And^  should  the  war  C(Mi- 
tmue,  and  with  it  this  unequal  burthen,  many  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  in  this  province  will  be  reduced  to 
want ;  and  the  province,  if  not  lost  to  the  enemy,  hi- 
vdved  in  debt  and  sunk  undei*  its  load. 

That,  notwithstanding  this  weight  of  taxes,  the  As- 
semblies of  this  province  haoe  gioen  to  the  general 
service  of  the  nation  five  thousand  pounds  to  purchase 
provisions  for  the  troops  under  General  Braddock ; 
JC 2,985.  0^.  lid  for  clearing  a  road  by  his  c»tlers; 
JC  10,5 14.  109.  Id  to  General  Shiriey,  for  the  purchas- 
ing provisions  for  the  New  England  forces;  and  ex- 
pended the  sum  of  ;£  2,385  O^.  2id  in  supporting  the 
inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia;  which  likewise  we  con- 
ceive ought  to  be  a  national  expense. 

And  that  his  Majesty's  subjects,  the  merchants  and 
insurers  in  England,  as  well  as  the  merchants  hero  and 
elsewhere,  did  during  the  last,  and  vnll  during  the  pre- 
sent war,  gready  suffer  in  their  property,  trade,  and  com- 
merce, by  the  enemfs  privateers  on  this  coast,  and  at 
our  capes,  unless  some  method  be  fallen  on  to  prevent  it 

Wherefore  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
commissioners,  mtended  to  be  sent  to  England  to  so- 
licit a  memorial  and  redress  of  the  many  infractions 
and  violations  of  the  constitution,  should  also  have  it 
in  charge,  and  be  instructed,  to  represent  to  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign  and  his  Parliaments  the  several  un- 
equal burthens  and  hardships  before  mentioned;  and 
endeavour  to  procure  satisfaction  to  the  masters  of  such 
servants  as  have  been  enlisted,  and  the  right  of  masters 
to  their  servants  established  and  confirmed;  and  ob- 
tain a  repayment  of  the  ssdd  several  sums  of  money, 
some  assistance  to>vards  defending  our  extensive  fit)n- 
tier,  and  a  vessel  of  war  to  protect  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  this  province. 

Submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House. 
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TboM,  who  would  give  up  essential  liberty  to  purchase  a  little  temporaiy  aafttj, 
deser?e  Midwr  liberty  aor  safety. 


Fifst  Publuhed  in  Loodon,  17591 


The  CQntroyeraies,  which  existed  for  many  years  between  the 
Proprietary  Governors  and  the  Assemblies  of  Pennsylvania,  are 
not  without  interest  as  an  important  branch  of  the  general  history 
of  the  country,  and  as  showing  the  determined  spirit  of  the  people 
in  their  struggles  for  liberty.  The  following  treatise  relates  to  thai 
subject  As  a  member  of  the  Assembly  for  several  years,  and  one 
of  the  leaders,  Franklin  had  taken  a  conspicuous  part  against  the 
Proprietaries ;  and,  when  it  was  at  last  resolved  by  the  popular  party 
to  apply  to  the  King  in  Council  for  a  redress  of  their  grievances, 
he  was  appointed  their  agent  to  manage  the  affair.  He  went  to 
England  for  that  purpose  in  the  summer  of  1757.  To  aid  the 
object  of  his  mission,  to  counteract  the  powerful  eflforts  made  against 
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the  petition  by  the  friends  of  the  Proprietaries,  and  to  remoTo  the 
prejudices  then  existing  in  England  unfavorable  to  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  caused  the  "Historical  Review"  to  be  pub- 
lished in  London*  It  produced  a  strong  impression,  and  called 
forth  elaborate  answers.  It  Was  the  subject  of  a  commendatory 
article  in  the  Monthly  Review  for  July,  1759.  In  his  remarks  upon 
it  the  writer  says ;  "  It  must  be  confessed  that  the  Pennsylvanians 
have,  in  our  author,  a  most  zealous  and  able  advocate.  His  senti- 
ments are  manly,  liberal,  and  spirited ;  his  style  close,  nervous,  and 
rhetorical.  His  Introduction  is  well  calculated  to  warm  his  rea* 
ders  in  behalf  of  liberty,  of  which  he  boasts  his  clients  to  have 
been  the  brave  assertors.  By  a  forcible  di^lay  of  the  oppressions 
they  have  sustained,  he  inclines  us  to  pity  their  condition;  by  an 
enumeration  of  their  virtues,  he  endeavours  to  remove  the  idea, 
which  many  have  conceived  of  their  unimportance." 

In  the  Critical  Review,  for  August  of  the  same  year,  the  book 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  opposite  party ;  and,  although  it  is  treated 
with  respect,  yet  it  is  censured  for  the  tone  it  assumes  in  regard 
to  the  demands  of  the  Pennsylvanians.  "  Nay,"  says  the  reviewer, 
**  our  author  seems  to  carry  his  notions  of  liberty  and  independence 
so  high,  as  to  admit  of  no  check  or  control  from  the  government 
of  his  mother  country." 

As  the  work  appeared  at  first  anonymously,  and  the  authorship 
was  kept  secret,  it  was  for  a  long  time  supposed  to  have  been 
written  by  Franklin.  His  grandson,  who  ought  to  have  known  the 
truth  of  what  he  affirmed,  says,  in  the  Memoirs  he  published,  that 
Franklin  was  the  author.  The  Monthly  Review,  for  1790,  asserts 
the  same,  with  a  confidence  that  seems  to  imply  positive  knowledge. 
The  following  quotation  is  taken  firom  au  article  on  the  BibKofheca 
Americana.  ''The  compiler,  noticing  the  Historical  Rbvibw, 
cautiously  adds,  'said  to  be  written  by  Dr.  Franklin.'  We 
add,  certainly  was  written  by  that  great  man."  The  testimony  of 
Dr.  Franklin  himself  was  also  supposed  to  favor  tnis  opinion.  In 
the  part  of  the  Memoirs  left  by  him,  and  published  after  his  death, 
where  he  speaks  of  a  conversation  with  Governor  Denny,  and  of 
the  Governor's  instructions,  he  says ;  **  On  this  head  he  did  not 
explain  himself;  but,  when  he  afterwards  came  to  do  business  with 
the  Assembly,  the  disputes  were  renewed,  and  I  was  as  active  as 
ever  in  the  opposition,  being  the  penman,  first  of  the  request  to 
have  a  communication  of  the  instructions,  and  then  of  the  remarks 
on  them,  which  may  be  found  in  the  Votes  of  the  times,  and  in 
the  Historical  Review  I  afterwards  published"  It  has  recently 
been  ascertained,  however,  that  he  was  not  in  fact  the  author, 
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although  it  Was  written  under  his  direction^  and  doubtless  from 
copious  materials  furnished  bj  him.  (See  his  letter  to  David 
Hume,  Vol.  VII.  p.  208.) 

The  value  of  the  work,  as  an  historical  composition,  will  be 
estimated  dilTerentlj  according  to  the  hm  of  the  reader's  mind 
in  regard  to  the  disputed  points  on  which  il  treats.  It  was  pro- 
fessedly written  to  promote  the  aims  of  a  partj,  and  in  this  light  it 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  free  from  partiality.  A  large  portion 
of  the  work,  however,  consists  o{  facts,  stated  with  precision,  and 
with  such  minuteness  of  citation  as  to  verify  their  accuracy. 
These  facts  cannot  be  controverted.  The  reasonings  and  deduo- 
tions  from  them  would  of  course  take  a  direction  in  conformity 
with  the  author's  personal  convictions  and  designs.  The  sentiments 
are  everywhere  favorable  to  liberty  and  justice.  The  style  is  clear 
and  forcible.  Some  passages  are  powerfully  written,  and  a  peculiar 
fblicity  of  thought  and  expression  shines  out  in  many  others.  The 
Dedication  and  Introduction  are  distinguished  for  beauty  and  vigor 
of  language,  and  dignity  of  sentiment  The  auUior  is  accused 
of  having  touched  the  name  of  the  great  founder  of  Pennsylvania 
with  too  rude  a  hand.  If  it  be  so,  time  has  repaired  the  injury. 
Facts  must  have  their  own  weight,  because  they  are  unchangeable 
and  everduring ;  but  the  memory  of  William  Penn  cannot  be  tar- 
nished by  mifounded  imputations,  nor  his  charader  wounded  by  the 
misdirected  darts  of  party  zeal. 

In  its  original  form,  this  treatise  was  printed  as  oae  continu- 
ed essay,  without  any  divisions  from  beginning  to  end.  For  the 
convenience  of  readers  it  is  now  broken  into  chapters. --- Edi- 
tor. 


DEDICATION. 

To  the   Right    Honorable    Arthur   Onslow,   Esqturei 
Speaker  of  the  Honorable  House  t)f  Comnions. 

Sir;  the  subject  of  the  foBowing  sheets  is  an  unhap* 
py  one ;  the  controversy  between  the  Proprietaries  and 
successive  Assemblies  of  Pennsylvania;  a  controversy 
which  has  often  embarrassed,  if  not  endangered,  the 
public  service;  a  controversy  which  has   been  long 

vou  in.  J 
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depending,  and  which  still  seems  to  be  as  far  from  an 
issue  as  ever. 

Our  blessed  Saviour  reproaches  the  Pharisees  with 
laying  heavy  burdens  on  men's  shoulders,  which  they 
themselves  would  not  stir  with  a  single  finger. 

Our  proprietaries,  Sir,  have  done  the  same  ;  and, 
for  the  sake  of  the  commonwealth,  the  province  has 
hitherto  submitted  to  the  imposition.  Not,  indeed, 
without  the  most  strenuous  endeavours  to  lay  the  load 
equally,  the  fullest  manifestations  of  their  right  to  do 
so,  and  the  strongest  protestations  agamst  the  violence 
put  upon  them. 

Having  been  most  injuriously  misrepresented  and  tra- 
duced  in  print  by  the  known  agents  and  dependents 
of  these  gendemen,  their  fellow-subjects,  they  at  last 
find  themselves  obliged  to  set  forth  an  historical  state 
of  their  case,  and  to  make  their  appeal  to  the  public 
upon  it 

With  the  public  opinion  m  their  favor,  they  may 
with  the  more  confidence  lift  up  their  eyes  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Parliament  and  the  majesty  of  the  crown,  fit>m 
whence  alone  they  can  derive  an  effectual  remedy. 

To  your  hands,  Sir,  these  papers  are  most  humbly 
presented,  for  considerations  so  obvious,  that  they 
scarce  need  any  explanation. 

The  Roman  provinces  did  not  stand  more  m  need  of 
patronage  than  ours ;  and  such  clients  as  we  are  would 
have  preferred  the  integrity  of  Cato  to  the  fortune  of 
Caesar. 

The  cause  we  bring  is  in  fact  the  cause  of  all  the 
provmces  in  one ;  it  is  the  cause  of  every  British  sub- 
ject in  every  part  of  the  British  dominions ;  it  is  the 
cause  of  eveiy  man  who  deserves  to  be  fi-ee,  every- 
where. 

The  propriety,  therefore,  of  addressing  these  papers 
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to  a  gentleman,  who,  for  so  many  successive  parlia- 
ments, with  so  much  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  the  public,  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  cannot  be  called  m  question. 

You  will  smile,  Sir,  perhaps,  as  you  read  the  refer- 
ences of  a  provmcial  Assembly  to  ihe  rights  and  claims 
of  Pariiament;  but,  we  humbly  conceive,  it  will  be 
without  the  least  mixture  of  resentment ;  those  Assem- 
blies having  nothing  more  m  view  than  barely  to  estab- 
lish their  privileges  on  the  most  rational  and  solid  basis 
they  could  find,  for  the  security  and  ser\ice  of  their 
constituents. 

And  you  are  humbly  besought,  Sir,  not  to  think  the 
worse  of  this  address,  because  it  has  been  made  with- 
out your  permission  or  privity. 

Nobody  asks  leave  to  pay  a  debt;  every  Briton 
is  your  debtor.  Sir;  and  all  we  have  said,  or  can  say, 
b  but  a  poor  composition  for  what  we  owe  you. 

You  Imve  conferred  as  much  honor  on  the  chair  you 
fill,  as  the  chair  has  conferred  pn  you. 

Probity  and  dignity  are  your  characteristics. 

May  that  seat  always  derive  the  same  lustre  6com 
the  same  qualities. 

This  at  least  ought  to  be  our  praya*,  wheth^  it  is 
or  not  within  our  expectations. 

For  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  in  my 
own  private  csqpacity,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
most  profound  respect,  Su*, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

The  Editor. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


112  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 


INTRODUCTION. 

To  obtain  an  mfinite  variety  of  purposes,  by  a  few 
plain  principles,  is  the  characteristic  of  nature.  As  the 
eye  is  affected,  so  b  the  understanding ;  objects  at  a 
distance  strike  us  according  to  their  dimensions,  or 
the  quantity  of  light  thrown  upon  them ;  near,  accord- 
ing to  their  novelty  or  familiarity ;  as  they  are  in  motion 
or  at  rest  It  is  the  same  with  actions.  A  battle  is  all 
motion ;  a  hero  all  glare.  While  such  images  are  be- 
(ore  us,  we  can  attend  to  nothing  else.  Sdon  and 
Lycurgus  would  make  no  figure  in  the  same  scene 
with  ^e  King  of  Prussia;  and  we  are  at  preset  so 
lost  in  the  military  scramble  on  the  continent  next  us, 
in  which  it  must  be  confessed  we  are  deeply  mter- 
ested,  that  we  have  scarce  time  to  throw  a  glance 
toward  America,  where  we  have  also  much  at  stake; 
and  where,  if  anywheve,  our  account  must  be  made 
up  at  last 

We  love  to  stare  more  than  to  reflect;  and  to  be 
mdolendy  amused  at  our  leisure,  rather  than  commit 
the  smallest  trespass  on  our  patience  by  wmding  a 
painful,  tedious  maze,  which  would  pay  us  nothing 
but  knowledge. 

But  then,  as  there  are  some  eyes  which  can  find 
nothing  marvellous,  but  what  is  marveUoudy  great,  so 
there  are  others  which  are  equally  disposed  to  marvel 
at  what  is  marveUously  littie ;  and  who  can  derive  as 
much  entertainment  fit)m  their  microscope  in  examin* 

ing  a  mite,  as  Dr. in  ascertaming  the  geography 

cS  the  moon,  or  measuring  the  tail  of  a  comet 

Let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  for  the  author  of  these 
sheets,  if  he  needs  any,  for  bestowmg  them  on  the 
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transactions  of  a  colony,  till  of  late  hardly  mentioned 
in  our  annals ;  m  point  of  establishment  one  of  the 
last  upon  the  British  list,  and  m  point  of  rank  one  of 
the  most  subordinate ;  as  bemg  not  only  subjects,  in 
common  with  the  rest,  to  the  crown,  but  also  to  the 
claims  of  a  proprietaiy,  who  thinks  he  does  them  honor 
enough  in  governing  them  by  deputy;  consequentiy 
as  much  farther  removed  firom  the  royal  eye,  and  so 
much  the  more  exposed  to  the  pressure  of  self- 
interested  instructions  ;  —  considerable,  however,  as 
most  of  them,  for  happmess  of  situaticm,  fertility  of  soil, 
product  of  valuable  commodities,  number  of  inhabit- 
ants, shipping,  amount  of  exportations,  latitude  oi  rights 
and  privileges,  and  every  otiier  requisite  for  the  being 
and  well-being  of  society,  and  more  considerable  than 
any  of  them  all  for  the  cderity  of  its  growtii,  unassisted 
by  any  human  help  but  the  vigor  and  virtue  of  its  own 
excellent  constitution. 

A  father  and  his  family,  the  latter  united  by  interest 
and  aflection,  the  former  to  be  revered  for  the  wisdom 
of  his  institutions,  and  the  hidulgent  use  of  his  authority, 
was  the  form  it  was  at  first  presented  m.  Those  who 
were  only  ambitious  of  repose  found  it  here ;  and  as 
none  returned  with  an  evil  report  of  the  land,  numbers 
followed,  all  partook  of  the  leaven  they  found  ;  the 
community  st3i  wore  the  same  equal  face ;  nobody  as- 
pired; nobody  was  oppressed;  industry  was  sure  of 
profit,  knowledge  d  esteem,  and  virtue  of  venera- 
tion. 

An  assuming  landlord,  strongly  disposed  to  convert 
fi^e  tenants  into  abject  vassals,  and' to  reap  what  he 
did  not  sow,  countenanced  and  abetted  by  a  few  des- 
perate and  designing  dependents,  on  the  one  side ; 
and  on  the  other,  all  who  have  sense  enough  to  know 
their  rights,  and  spirit  enough  to  defend  them,  combmed 
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as  one  man  against  the  said  landlord,  and  his  en- 
croachments, is  the  form  it  has  since  assumed. 

And,  surely,  to  a  nation  bom  to  liberty  like  this, 
bound  to  leave  it  unimpaired  as  they  received  it  from 
their  fathers  in  perpetuity  to  their  heirs,  and  mterested 
in  the  conservation  of  it  in  every  appendage  of  the 
British  empire,  the  particulars  of  such  a  contest  cannot 
be  wholly  mdifferent 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  reasonable  to  think,  the  first 
workmgs  of  power  against  liberty,  and  the  natural  ef- 
forts of  unbiassed  men  to  secure  themselves  against  the 
first  approaches  of  oppression,  must  have  a  captivating 
power  over  every  man  of  sensibility  and  discernment 
amongst  us. 

Liberty,  it  seems,  thrives  best  m  the  woods.  Amer- 
ica best  cultivates  what  Germany  brought  forth.  And 
were  it  not  for  certam  ugly  comparisons,  hard  to  be 
suppressed,  the  pleasure  arismg  from  such  a  research 
would  be  without  alloy. 

In  the  feuds  of  Florence,  recorded  by  Machiave|^ 
we  find  more  to  lament  and  less  to  praise.  Scarce  can 
we  believe  the  first  citizens  of  the  ancient  republics 
had  such  pretensions  to  consideration,  though  so  highly 
celebrated  in  ancient  story.  And  as  to  ourselves,  we 
need  no  longer  have  recourse  to  the  late  glorious  stand 
of  the  French  parliaments  to  excite  our  emulation. 

It  is  a  known  custom  among  farmers  to  change  ihek 
com  fix)m  season  to  season  for  the  sake  of  filfing  the 
bushel;  and  m  case  the  wisdom  of  the  age  should 
condescend  to  make  the  like  experiment  in  another 
shape,  fix)m  hence  we  may*  leam,  whither  to  repair  for 
the  proper  species. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  presumed,  that  such  as 
have  long  been  accustomed  to  consider  the  colonies,  in 
general,  as  only  so  many  dependencies  on  the  Council- 
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board,  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Board  of  Customs ; 
or  as  a  hot-bed  for  causes,  jobs,  and  other  pecuniary 
emoluments,  and  as  bound  as  eflfectually  by  instructions 
as  by  laws,  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  consider  these 
patriot  rustics  with  any  degree  of  respect 

Derision,  on  the  contrary,  must  be  the  lot  of  him 
who  imagines  it  in  the  power  of  the  pen,  to  set  any 
lustre  upon  them;  and  indignation  theirs  for  daring 
to  assert  and  maintain  the  mdependency  mterwoven  in 
their  constitution,  which  now,  it  seems,  is  become  an 
improper  ingredient,  and  therefore  to  be  excised  away. 

But  how  contemptible  soever  these  gentlemen  may 
talk  of  the  colonies,  how  cheap  soever  they  may  hold 
their  Assemblies,  or  how  insignificant  the  planters  and 
traders  who  compose  them,  truth  will  be  truth,  and 
principle  principle  notwithstanding. 

Courage,  wisdom,  integrity,  and  honor  are  not  to  be 
measured  by  the  sphere  assigned  them  to  act  m,  but 
by  the  trials  they  undei^o,  and  the  vouchers  they  fur- 
nish; and,  if  so  manifested,  need  neither  robes,  nor 
tides  to  set  them  off. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

Abstract  of  the  Charter  granted  to  WHliam  Penn.  Conditions  to  the 
first  Settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  Penn's  first  Frame  of  Oo?emnient  His 
Reservation  of  Qiiit*Rents«  Bib  second  Frame  of  Goremment  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  Territory  of  the  Three  Lower  Counties  united.  Re- 
monstrance of  a  subsequent  Assembly  against  the  Union.  Motives 
of  the  Planters  fiyr  accepting  the  second  Frame  of  Government  Mr. 
Penn's  Retom  to  England,  and  Appointment  of  five  Commissioners  to 
administer  the  (xovemment  Disorders  which  ensued  during  his  Ab- 
sence.   Captain  Blackwell's  Government 

The  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  derived,  first, 
from  the  birthrigfU  of  every  British  subject ;  secondly, 
from  the  royal  charter  granted  to  Wilfiam  Penn  by 
King  Charles  the  Second ;  and,  thirdly,  fix)m  the  charter 
of  privileges  granted  by  the  said  William  Penn  as  pro- 
prietary  and  governor,  in  virtue  of  the  former,  to  the 
freemen  of  the  said  provmce  and  territc»ies ;  being  the 
last  dl  four  at  several  periods  issued  by  the  same  au- 
thority. 

The  birthright  of  every  British  subject  is,  to  have 
a  property  of  his  own,  in  his  estate,  person,  and  rep- 
utation ;  subject  only  to  laws  enacted  by  his  own  con- 
currence, eidier  m  person  or  by  his  representatives; 
and  which  birthright  accompanies  him  wheresoever  he 
wanders  or  rests ;  so  long  as  he  is  within  the  pale  of 
the  British  dommions,  and  b  true  to  his  allegiance. 

The  royal  charter  was  granted  to  William  Penn  m 
the  beginning  of  the  year  168L  A  most  alarming 
period!  the  nation  bemg  in  a  strong  ferment;  and 
the  court  forming  an  arbitrary  plan,  which,  under  the 
countenance  of  a  small  standing  army,  they  began  the 
same  year  to  carry  mto  execution,  by  cajoling  some 
corporations,  and  forcmg  others  by  quO'toarrantos  to 
surrender  their  charters;  so  that,  by  the  abuse  of  law, 
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the  disuse  of  Parliaments,  and  the  terror  of  power,  the 
kingdom  became  in  eflfect  the  prey  c^  will  and  pleasure. 

The  charter  governments  of  America  had,  before 
this,  afforded  a  place  of  refuge  to  the  persecuted  and 
misosble;  and,  as  if  to  enlarge  the  field  of  liberty 
abroad,  which  had  been  so  sacril^ously  contracted  at 
home,  Pennsylvania  even  then  was  made  a  new  osy* 
hm,  where  all  who  wished  or  desired  to  be  fi^ee  might 
be  so  for  ever. 

The  basb  of  the  grant  expressed  in  the  preamble, 
was,  the  merits  and  services  d  Admiral  Penn,  and  the 
commendable  desire  of  his  son  to  enlarge  the  British 
Empire,  to  prraaote  such  useful  commodities  as  might 
be  of  benefit  to  it,  and  to  civilize  the  savage  inhabi** 
tants. 

In  the  third  section,  which  constitutes  the  said  Wfl- 
Mam  Penn  the  true  and  absolute  proprietary  d[  the  laid 
province,  there  is  a  saving  to  die  crown,  of  the  faith 
and  allegiance  of  the  said  WHlmm  Penn,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  cS  all  other  propietaries,  tenants,  and  in^ 
habitants  d  the  said  {xovince,  as  abo  of  the  80ver«- 
eignty  thereo£ 

The  fourth,  professing  to  repose  especial  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  fidelity,  wisdom,  justice,  and  {xovi*- 
dent  drcumspectimi  of  the  said  Penn,  grants  to  him 
and  his  heirs,  and  to  his  and  their  deputies,  firee,  full, 
and  absolute  power,  for  the  good  and  hi^ppy  govern^ 
ment  of  the  said  country,  to  ordain,  make,  and  enact, 
and,  undtf  his  or  then*  seals,  to  publish  any  laws  what*- 
soever,  for  the  raismg  of  money  for  public  uses  of  the 
said  province,  or  for  any  other  end  appertaining  either 
unto  the  public  state,  peace,  or  safety  oi  the  said 
country,  or  unto  the  private  utility  of  particular  per- 
sons, according  to  then*  best  dkctetian;  by  and  vrith 
the  advice,  assent,  and  approbatkm  of  the  fi-eemen  of 
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the  said  country,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  oc  cS 
their  delegates  and  deputies,  to  be  assembled  in  such 
sort  and  form,  as  to  him  and  them  shall  seem  best, 
and  as  often  as  need  shall  require. 

By  the  fifth,  the  said  William  Penn  is  empowered 
and  authorized  to  erect  courts  of  judicature,  appomt 
judges,  and  administer  justice  in  all  forms,  and  carry 
all  the  laws  so  made  as  above,  into  execution,  under 
the  pains  therein  expressed ;  provided  the  said  laws  be 
consonant  to  reason,  and  not  repugnant  or  contrary, 
but,  as  near  as  convenientiy  may  be,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  and  statutes  and  rights  of  England ;  with  a  sav- 
ing to  the  crown  in  case  cS  appeab; — for  this  reason 
doubtless,  that,  in  case  any  act  of  mjustice  or  oppres- 
sion was  committed,  the  party  mjured  might  be  sure 
of  redress.  } 

By  the  sixth,  which  presumes,  that,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  so  great  a  country,  sudden  accidents  might 
happen,  which  would  require  a  remedy  before  the  free- 
holders  or  their  delegates  could  be  assembled  to  the 
makmg  d  laws,  the  said  William  Penn,  and  his  heirs, 
by  themselves  or  their  magistrates  duly  ordamed,  are 
empowered  to  make  and  constitute  fit  and  whdesome 
(xdinances,  firom  time  to  time,  as  well  (or  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace,  as  for  the  better  .government  of 
the  inhabitants,  under  the  same  proviso  as  that  above, 
r^arding  the  laws,  and  so  as  that  the  said  ordinances 
be  not  extended  m  any  sort  to  bmd,  change,  or  take 
away  the  right  or  interest  of  any  person  or  perscms,  for 
or  in  their  life,  members,  fi^eehold,  goods,  or  chattels. 

And  to  the  end,  that  neither  the  said  William  Penn 
or  his  heirs,  or  other  the  planters,  owners,  or  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  province,  may,  by  misconstruction  o( 
the  power  aforesaid,  through  inadvertency  or  design, 
depart  bom  their  ftdth  and  alle^ance  to  the  crown,  the 
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seventh  section  provides,  that  a  transcript  or  duplicate 
of  all  laws,  so  made  and  published  as  af(»«said,  shall, 
within  five  years  after  the  makmg  thereof^  be  transmit- 
ted and  delivered  to  the  Privy  Council  for  the  time 
bemg ;  and  if  declared  by  the  Kmg  in  GouncU  incon- 
sistent with  the  sovereignty  or  lawful  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  or  contrary  to  the  faith  and  allegiance  due 
to  the  legal  government  of  this  realm,  shall  be  adjudged 
void. 

The  said  William  Penn  is  also  obliged  to  have  an 
att(Miiey,  or  agent,  to  be  his  resident  representative,  at 
some  known  place  m  London,  who  is  to  be  answera- 
ble to  the  crown  for  any  misdemeancx*  ccmunitted,  or 
wilful  default  or  neglect  permitted,  by  the  said  Penn 
against  the  laws  of  trade  and  navigation ;  and  to  defiay 
the  damages  in  his  Majesty's  courts  ascertamed ;  and, 
m  case  of  failure,  the  government  to  be  resumed  and 
retamed  till  payment  has  been  made;  without  any 
prejudice  however  in  any  respect  to  the  landholders 
oc  inhabitants,  who  are  not  to  be  affected  or  molested 
thereby. 

His  Majesty  mcn'eover  covenants  and  grants  to  and 
with  the  said  William  Penn,  in  the  twentieth  secticm, 
for  hunself,  his  heirs  and  successors,  at  no  time  there- 
after to  impose  or  levy  any  tax  on  the  inhabitants  in 
any  shape,  unless  the  same  be  with  the  consent  of 
the  proprietary  or  chief  governor,  or  Assembly,  or  by 
act  of  Pariiament  in  England. 

On  pain  of  his  highest  disfdeasure,  he  also  coax- 
mands  all  his  officers  and  ministers,  that  they  do  not 
presume  at  any  time  to  attempt  any  thing  to  the  con- 
trary of  the  premises,  nor  that  they  do  in  any  s<xt 
withstand  the  same ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  enjoins  them 
to  be  at  all  times  aiding  and  assisting,  as  was  fitting, 
to  the  said  WilUam  Penn  and  his  heirs,  and  unto  the 
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inhabitants  and  merchants  of  the  pHX)Yince  aforesaid, 
their  senrants,  minista^,  factors,  and  assigns,  in  the 
full  use  and  fniitbn  of  the  benefit  of  the  said  charter. 
And  in  the  last  place,  a  provision  is  made,  by  the 
long's  q)ecial  will,  ordinance,  and  command,  that,  in 
case  any  doubt  or  question  should  thereafter  perchance 
arise,  concerning  the  true  sense  or  meaning  of  any 
word,  clause,  or  sentence  contained  therein,  such  in- 
terpretation should  be  made  thereof  and  allowed  in  any 
of  his  Majesty's  courts,  as  should  be  adjudged  most 
advantageous  and  favorable  to  the  said  William  Penn, 
his  heirs  and  assigns ;  provided  always,  that  no  intw- 
pretaticm  be  admitted  tho'eo^  by  which  the  allegiance 
due  to  the  crown  may  suffer  any  prejudice  or  dimi- 
nution. 

The  whole  consists  of  twenty-three  secticms;  erf 
which  it  is  presumed,  these  are  the  most  material 
They  are  penned  with  all  the  appearance  of  candor 
and  simplicity  hnagmable;  so  that,  if  craft  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  them,  never  was  craft  better  hid.  As 
little  is  left  as  possible  to  future  instructions,  and  no- 
where is  there  to  be  found  the  shadow  oS  a  pretence, 
that  such  instructions  should  be  laws.  All  is  equally 
agreeable  to  law  and  reason,  the  claims  of  the  crown, 
and  the  rights  of  the  subject ;  nor,  indeed,  would  the 
grant  have  been  valid  if  it  had  been  otherwise.  The 
words  legal  government  are  words  of  great  s^nifican- 
cy.  No  command  of  the  King's  is  a  legal  command, 
unless  consonant  to  law,  and  authenticated  by  one  of 
his  seals ; — the  forms  of  office  in  such  case  providing, 
that  nothing  illegal  shall  be  carried  mto  execution ;  and 
the  officer  himself  being  responsible  to  the  laws  in 
case  of  yielding  a  criminal  obedience- 
It  would  th^^fore  be  a  waste  of  words  to  show, 
that  the  crown  is  limited  in  all  acts  and  grants  by  the 
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fundamentab  of  the  constitution ;  and  that,  as  it  cannot 
alienate  any  one  limb  or  joint  of  the  state,  so  neither, 
on  the  other,  can  it  establish  any  colony  upon,  or  con- 
tract it  within  a  narrows  scale,  than  the  subject  is 
entitled  to  by  the  Great  Charter  of  England. 

But  if  it  is  remarkable,  that  such  an  instrument  as 
this  should  be  the  growth  of  an  arbitrary  court,  it  is 
equally  so,  that  the  King's  brother,  James,  Duke  of 
York,  (afterwards  the  most  unhappy  of  kings)  was,  at 
the  rebound,  a  party  m  it ;  for  it  seems,  the  right  to 
all  that  tract  of  land  now  called  the  territories  of  Penn- 
sylvania was,  by  a  prior  grant,  vested  in  him;  and, 
in  August,  1682,  he  assigned  it  by  hb  deeds  of  feoff- 
ment to  the  said  William  Penn. 

It  may  also  be  inferred,  that  the  said  William  Penn 
had  been  as  diligent  in  coHectmg  a  number  of  proper 
adventurers  together,  as  in  obtaining  the  necessary  au- 
thorities firom  the  crown ;  for,  in  the  mtenral  between 
the  charter  and  the  grant,  he  made  use  of  the  provis- 
ional powers  given  him  by  the  sixth  section  of  the 
former,  to  pass  his  first  deed  of  settlement  under  the 
tide  of  ^^  Certain  conditions,  or  concessions,  agreed  upon 
by  William  Penn,  proiHietary  and  governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  those  who  are  the  adventurers  and  pur- 
chasers m  the  same  province.** 

This,  however,  contains  only  rules  of  settlement,  and 
of  trade  vrith,  and  treatment  of  the  Indians,  &c.,  with 
the  addition  of  scnne  general  mjunctbns  for  preservmg 
of  order  and  keepmg  the  peace,  agreeable  to  the  cus- 
toms, usages,  and  laws  of  England. 

In  the  next  year  followmg,  Mr.  Penn  prmted  and 
published  a  system  of  government,  under  the  foUowmg 
title,  to  wit,  "The  Frame  of  the  Government  of  the 
Provmce  of  Pennsylvania,  in  America;  together  vrith 
certain  laws  agreed  upon  in  England,  by  the  govenuMr 
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and  divers  freemen  of  the  aforesaid  provinoe.  To  be 
farther  exjdamed  and  confirmed  there  by  the  first  pro- 
vmcial  cooncil,  if  they  $ee  meetJ^ 

At  the  head  of  this  Frame,  or  system,  b  a  short 
preliminary  discourse,  part  of  which  serves  to  give  us 
a  more  lively  idea  of  Mr.  Penn's  preaching  in  Grace- 
church  Street,  than  we  derive  fixnn  Raphael's  Cartoon 
of  Paul  preaching  at  Athens ;  as  a  man  of  consci^K^ 
he  sets  out;  as  a  man  cA  reason  he  proceeds;  and  as 
a  man  of  die  worid  he  offers  the  most  plausiUe  con- 
ditions to  oU^  to  the  end  that  he  might  gam  same. 

Two  paragraphs  of  this  discourse,  the  people  oi 
Pennsylvania  ought  to  have  for  ever  before  their  ^es ; 
to  wit;  1.  '^Any  government  is  free  to  the  people 
(whatever  be  the  fi-ame),  where  the  laws  rule  and  the 
people  are  a  party  to  those  laws ;  and  more  than  this 
is  tvranny,  obligarchy,  or  confusion."  2.  "  To  support 
power  in  reverence  wkih  the  peqfde,  and  to  secure  the 
pec^le  from  the  abuse  of  power,  that  they  may  be  free 
by  their  just  obedience,  and  the  magistrates  honorable 
for  their  just  administration,  are  the  great  ends  of  all 
government." 

This  frame  consisted  of  twaity-four  articles,  and 
savored  very  strongly  of  Harrington  and  his  Oceana. 
In  the  governor  and  freemen  of  the  province,  in  the 
form  of  a  provincial  council  (always  in  being  and  yet 
always  changmg),  and  general  assembly,  the  govern- 
ment was  placed.  By  them  conjunctively  all  laws 
were  to  be  made,  all  officers  appointed,  and  all  pubKc 
afiairs  transacted.  Seventy-two  was  die  number  this 
council  was  to  consist  of;  they  were  to  be  chosen  by 
the  freemen ;  and,  though  the  governor  or  his  d^m^ 
was  to  be  perpetual  president,  he  had  but  a  treble 
vote.  One  third  of  thdm  was,  at  the  first,  to  be  chosen 
for  three  years,  one  third  fw  two  years,  and  one  third 
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fbr  one  year;  in  such  manner  that  there  should  be  an 
annual  successbn  of  twenty-four  new  members,  &c. 
The  General  Assembly  was  at  first  to  consist  of  all 
the  freemen,  afterwards  of  two  hundred,  and  nevei: 
was  to  exceed  five  hundred. 

The  laws  agreed  upon  in  England  were  in  all  forty ; 
partly  political,  partly  moral,  and  partly  economical 
They  are  of  the  nature  of  an  origips^  compact  between 
the  proprietary  and  the  freemen,  and  as  such  were 
reciprocally  received  and  executed. 

But  in  the  following  year,  the  ^cene  of  action  being 
shifted  from  the  mother  coimtry  to  the  colony,  the  de- 
portment ci  the  legislator  was  shifted  toa  Less  of 
the  man  of  God  now  appeared,  and  more  of  t^ie  ipsm 
of  the  world. 

One  point  he  had  almady  oan^ed  agaipst  ttie  mclina^ 
tion  ci  his  ioDow^^ ;  namely,  the  reservation  cS  quit- 
renta^  which  they  had  r^spKmstr^ted  against  as  a  bw- 
den  in  itseli^  and»  added  to  the  puroha9e-qion9y»  was 
without  precedent  m  any  other  colony  j  but,  be  i^- 
fiilly  distinguishmg  the  two  capacities  of  proprietfury  ap4 
governor,  and  insinuating  that  government  must  be 
suj^rted  with  splendor  and  dignity,  and  that  by  th^ 
expedient  they  would  be  exempt  from  other  ta^es, 
the  bait  took,  and  the  point  was  carried. 

To  unite  the  subtlety  of  the  serp^t  with  the  inno- 
cence of  the  dove  is  not  so  eaidy  dcme  as  saidi  Hav- 
ing in  this  instance  experi^ced  the  weight  of  his  credit 
and  the  power  of  his  persuasion,  he  was  no  sooner 
landed,  than  he  formed  a  double  sch^ne  for  uniting 
the  province  with  the  taritory,  though  it  does  not  ap* 
pear  he  was  pioperly  authorized  so  to  do,  and  to  sub- 
stitute another  frame  of  government  m  lieu  of  the 
former ;  which,  having  answered  the  great  purpose  of 
inducement  here  at  home  [in  England]  for  collecting 
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of  subjects,  he  was  now  incUned  to  render  somewhat 
more  favorable  to  himself  in  point  of  government 

Of  much  artifice  we  find  him  accused  (by  the  pro- 
vincial Assembly  of  1704,  in  a  representation  addressed 
to  himself,)  in  the  whole  course  of  this  proceeding; 
whether  justly  or  not  let  the  world  determine. 

They  tell  hun,  for  example,  in  so  many  words, 
**That  we  find  by  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  and 
other  papers,  as  well  as  living  witnesses,  that,  soon 
after  thy  first  arrival  here,  thou,  having  obtained  the 
Duke's  grant  for  the  Three  Lower  Counties  [the  ter- 
ritory that  is  to  say]  prevailed  with  the  people  of  the 
province  to  unite  in  legislation  and  government  with 
them  of  the  lower  counties ;  and  then,  by  a  subde  con- 
trivance and  artifice,  laid  deeper  than  the  capacities 
of  some  could  fathom,  or  the  circumstances  of  many 
could  admit  them  time  then  to  consider  of,  a  way  was 
found  out  to  lay  aside  that,  and  introduce  another 
charter,  which  thou  completed  in  the  year  IQS3J* 

At  a  place  called  Chester,  m  December,  1682, 
the  firemen  both  of  the  province  and  territory  were 
convened ;  but  those  of  the  province,  having  by  elec- 
tion returned  twelve  persons  to  serve  for  each  coun- 
ty as  members  of  the  provincial  council,  were  induced 
to  accompany  that  return  with  significations  and  peti- 
tions by  their  sherifi*s,  &c.,  importing  that,  because  of 
the  fewness  of  the  people,  their  inability  in  estate,  and 
their  unskilfubess  in  matters  of  government,  their  de- 
sire was,  that  the  twelve,  so  returned  for  each  county, 
might  serve  both  for  provincial  council  and  general  as- 
sembly ;  that  is  to  say,  three  of  each  twelve  for  mem- 
bers of  council,  and  the  remainmg  nine  for  assembly- 
men ;  widi  the  same  powers  and  privileges  granted  by 
the  charter  or  frame  of  government  to  the  whole.  And, 
according  to  these  significations  and  petitions  of  theirs, 
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an  act  of  settlement  was  drawn  up  and  passed,  in 
which,  after  the  said  charter  or  frame  has  been  artfully 
m^itiiMied  as  one  of  those  probationary  laws,  which  by 
the  council  and  assembly  might  be  altered  at  pleas- 
ure, the  model  of  the  said  council  and  assembly  so 
reduced  is  admitted ;  the  perscms  so  returned  are  de- 
clared and  enacted  to  be  the  legal  council  and  assem- 
bly ;  the  number  of  the  said  council  is  fixed  at  three 
persons  out  of  each  county  for  the  time  to  come ;  the 
numba*  of  assembly-men  for  each  is  reduced  to  six ; 
and,  after  a  variety  of  farther  regulations,  the  said  char- 
ter or  frame  is  solemnly  recognised  and  accepted ;  as 
if  with  these  alterations  and  amendments  it  was  imder- 
stood  to  be  complete. 

The  act  for  uniting  d^  province  and  the  territ(^ 
humbly  besought^  as  it  is  therem  specified,  by  the  dep- 
uties of  the  said  territory,  was  also  passed  at  the  same 
time  and  place;  in  virtue  of  which  all  the  benefits 
and  advantages  h^ore  granted  to  the  provincials,  were 
equally  communicated  to  both ;  and  both  firom  that  time 
were  to  be  as  (me  people  under  one  and  the  same 
government 

Of  this  act,  however,  the  provmcial  assembly  of 
1704,  m  the  representation  to  their  proprietary  before 
cited,  complain  m  the  terms  following; 

**And  as  to  the  conveniency  d  the  union  of  the 
Province  and  Lower  Counties,  we  cannot  gainsay  it,  if 
the  King  had  granted  thee  the  government  as  the 
Duke  had  done  the  soil ;  but,  to  our  great  grief  and 
tiouble,  we  cannot  find  that  thou  had  any  such  grant ; 
and  if  thou  had,  thou  woukl  not  produce  it,  though 
dlen  requested  so  to  do;  therefore  we  take  it  the 
harder  that  thou,  who  knew  how  precarious  thy  power 
was  to  govern  the  low^  counties,  should  bring  thy 
province  into  such  a  state  and  condition,  diat  when- 
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ever  the  crown  had  assumed  that  govemment,  or  the 
people  there  revolted,  or  refused  to  act  with  us  m 
legislation,  as  they  often  did,  that  then  the  said  second 
charter  should  become  impracticable,  and  the  privileges 
thereby  granted  of  no  effect  to  the  province,  because 
the  representatives  of  the  lower  counties  were  equal 
in  number  with  those  of  the  province,  and  the  charter 
required  a  greater  number  than  the  province  had,  or 
by  charter  could  elect  for  members  of  council  and 
assembly ;  and  our  numbers,  by  the  charter,  could  not 
be  mcreased  without  the  revolters*  consent'* 

In  the  interval  between  this  session  at  Chester,  in 
December,  1682,  and  the  next  at  Philadelphia  in  March 
and  April,  1683,  Mr.  Penn,  notwithstanding  the  act 
of  settlement,  furnished  himself  with  anoth^  frame^ 
in  part  conformable  to  the  first,  in  part  modified  ac- 
cordmg  to  the  said  act ;  and  m  part  essentially  differ- 
ent from  both ;  and  concaning  this,  again,  the  assem- 
bly of  1704,  in  their  representation  aforesaid,  thus 
freely  expostulate  with  the  proprietary;  to  wit, 

^  The  motives  which  we  find  upon  record,  mducing 
the  people  to  accept  of  that  second  charter,  were  diiefly 
two,  viz.  that  the  number  of  representatives  would 
prove  burdensome  to  the  country ;  and  the  other  was, 
that,  in  regard  thou  had  but  a  trehU  vote^  the  people, 
through  their  unskilfuhiess  m  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  might  pass  some  laws  over  thy  head  re- 
pugnant thereunto,  which  might  occasion  the  forfeiture 
of  the  King's  letters  patent,  by  which  this  country  was 
granted  to  thee ;  and  wherein  is  a  clause  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  we  find  much  relied  upon,  and  frequendy 
read  or  urged  in  the  assembly  of  that  time;  and  se- 
curity demanded  by  thee  fit)m  the  people  on  that  ac- 
count'* "As  to  the  first  motive,  we  know  that  the 
number  of  representatives  might  have  been  very  well 
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reduced  without  a  new  charter;  and,  as  to  the  laws 
of  trade,  we  cannot  conceive  that  a  people  so  fond  of 
thyself  for  [their]  governor,  and  who  saw  much  with 
thy  eyes  in  those  affairs,  should,  against  thy  advice 
and  cautions,  make  laws  repugnant  to  those  of  trade, 
and  so  bring  trouble  and  disappomtment  upon  them- 
selves, by  being  a  means  of  suspending  thy  admmis- 
tration ;  the  influence  whereof,  and  hopes  of  thy  con- 
tinuance therem,  induced  them,  as  we  charitably  con- 
clude, to  embark  with  thee  m  that  great  and  weighty 
affair,  more  than  the  honor  due  to  persons  in  those 
stations,  or  any  sinister  ends  destructive  to  the  consti- 
tution they  acted  by.  Therefore  we  see  no  just  cause 
thou  had  to  insist  on  such  security,  or  to  have  a  neg- 
ative upon  bills  to  be  passed  into  laws  in  general  as- 
semblies, since  thou  had  by  the  said  charter  (pursuant 
to  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  King's  letters 
patent  aforesaid)  formed  those  assemblies,  and,  there- 
upon reserved  but  a  treble  vote  in  the  provincial  coun- 
cil, which  could  not  be  more  injurious  to  thee  than 
to  the  people,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid." 

And  again,  afterwards ; 

^^Thus  was  the  first  charter  laid  aside,  contrary  to 
the  tenor  thereof,  and  true  mtent  of  the  first  adven- 
turers; and  the  second  charter  introduced  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  General  Assembly  held  at  Philadelphia, 
in  the  first  and  second  months,  1683,  where  thou  sol- 
emnly testified,  that  what  was  mserted  in  that  char- 
ter was  solely  intended  by  thee  for  the  good  and  bene- 
fit of  the  firemen  of  the  province,  and  prosecuted 
with  much  earnestness  in  thy  spirit  towards  God  at 
the  time  of  its  composure.** 

In  less  than  three  years  after  Mr.  Penn's  arrival  in 
the  province,  and  when  it  began  to  wear  a  thriving 
face,  a  dispute  between  Lord  Baltimore,  proprietary  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


126  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

Maryland,  and  him,  furnished  him  with  a  pretence  to 
return  to  England ;  leaving  the  goTemment  to  be  ad* 
ministered  by  five  commissioners  of  stat^  taken  out 
of  the  provincial  council,  the  remainder  of  that  coun* 
cil,  and  the  general  assembly. 

James  the  Second  was  now  on  the  throne.  Mr.  Penn 
was  attached  to  him  dosely  by  obligations,  if  not  by 
principles ;  that  Prince's  impolitic  plan  of  restoring  the 
Roman  ritual  by  universal  toleration,  seems  to  have  been 
almost  inspired  by  him;  m  the  King's  dispute  with 
the  fellows  of  Magdalen  College,  Mr.  Penn  was  an 
active  mstrument  on  his  Majesty's  behalf  not  without 
some  mjurious  imputations  to  himself;  and,  for  some 
years  after  the  revolution,  had  the  misfortune  to  lie 
under  the  suspicions  and  the  frowns  of  the  govern^- 
ment 

His  nursling  colony  was  yet  m  the  cradle,  while  it 
was  thus  deserted ;  consequently  stood  in  need  of  all 
expedients  to  facilitate  its  growth,  and  all  preservatives 
agamst  disorders. 

Disorders  it  actually  fell  mto,  which  are  still  to  be 
traced  in  the  minutes  of  their  assemblies;  one  More, 
m  particular,  we  find  impeached  by  the  assembly  be- 
fore the  provincial  council,  of  misdemeanor  in  ton  sev- 
eral articles,  and,  in  a  letter  to  the  proprietary,  signed 
by  John  White,  speaker,  represented  as  an  aspiring 
and  corrupt  minister  of  state. 

We  find  the  assembly  and  provincial  council  at  va- 
riance about  their  respective  powers  and  privileges; 
what  is  more  extraordinary  stiD,  we  find  the  proprie- 
tary, in  1686,  requiring  and  enjoining  his  said  com- 
missioners to  dissolve  the  fiame  of  government  by  his 
late  charter  constituted ;  and,  they  not  bdng  able  to 
carry  this  point,  we  find,  in  December,  1688,  a  deputy- 
governor    appomted,    Captain    John    Blackwell,  who, 
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like  a  practised  man,  set  out  with  endeavouring  to 
sow  dissensions  among  the  freemen,  and  by  makmg 
such  a  display  of  the  proprietary  power  as  might  awe 
the  majority  into  proprietary  measures. 

Thus  John  White,  the  former  speaker,  who  signed 
the  letter  from  the  assembly  to  Mr.  Penn,  concerning 
the  misdemeanors  of  More,  was  no  sooner  returned 
for  the  county  of  Newcastle,  than  he  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  by  violence  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  assembly,  after  he  had  been  brought  up  to  Phila- 
delphia by  habeas  corpus.  The  said  governor  also, 
findmg  that  the  said  assembly  was  not  of  the  proprie- 
tary complexion,  and  that  they  were  disposed  to  open 
the  session  with  a  discussion  of  grievances,  found  pre- 
tences for  several  days  to  evade  giving  them  audience, 
all  either  frivolous  or  groundless;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  left  no  stone  unturned  to  temper  the  council  to 
his  own  mmd,  and  then,  by  their  concurrence,  to  make 
a  suitable  impression  upon  the  assembly. 

The  assembly,  however,  not  only  retained  their 
firmness,  but  also  took  care  to  leave  the  two  foUowing 
memorials  of  it  in  their  minutes;  to  wit, 

Moy  lAth. — "That,  whereas  this  assembly  have  at- 
tended here  for  several  days,  and  have  sent  several 
messengers  to  the  governor  and  council,  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  members  of  assembly  according  to 
charter ;  and  whereas  the  said  messengers  have  given 
this  House  to  understand,  that  they  were  answered  by 
the  governor,  that  there  was  not  a  full  council  to  re- 
ceive them;  and,  whereas  this  House  being  well  as- 
sured, that  there  is,  and  has  been  for  these  two  days 
last  past,  a  ccnnpetent  number  of  members  in  town, 
ready  to  yield  their  attendance,  yet  several  of  die  said 
members  have  not  been  hitherto  permitted  to  sit  in 
council,  to  the  great  detriment  and  grievance  of  the 
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country;  th^^ore,  we  desire,  that  these  grierances 
may  be  speedily  redressed^  and  our  liberties  inviolably 
preserved.^ 

May  15th.  ^That  no  person  who  is  commissiCMiated 
or  appointed  by  the  governor  to  recdive  the  govemor^s 
fines,  forfeitures,  or  revenues  whatsoever,  shall  sit  in 
judgment  in  any  court  of  judicature  within  this  gov- 
ernment, m  any  matter  or  cause  whatsoevar,  where  a 
fine  or  forfeiture  shall  or  may  accrue  to  the  governor.'' 

On  the  last  of  these  two  days,  and  previous  to  the 
last  of  these  votes,  the  governor  at  length  favored  them 
with  the  meeting  desired ;  and  thereat  made  a  speech^ 
in  which  are  the  Mowing  remarkable  paragraphs ;  viz. 

^  I  suppose  you  have  been  formerly  acquainted  with 
the  reasons  and  necessity  of  the  proprietary's  absent* 
mg  hhnself  so  long  from  you  as  till  the  late  revolutions 
in  England ;  he  hath  frequently  evidenced  his  strong 
desire  above  all  thmgs  to  be  restored  to  you.;  wh^ 
hath  hindered  of  late,  we  have  fit>m  the  divers  repcxts 
of  things  transacted  in  England,  which  require  we 
should  wait  for  their  bemg  rendered  more  certam ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  strive  in  our  prayers,  that  the  Lord, 
who  governs  this  universe,  wHl  do  it  in  his  wisdom 
and  good  w31,  towards  all  his  suffermg  people,  and 
ourselves  in  particular. 

^I  suppose.  Gentlemen,  you  expected  some  bills 
should  have  been  scait  'down  to  you  from  the  i»t>vin- 
cial  council,  for  your  conaderation,  before  your  commg 
up  and  passing  them  into  laws  at  this  meeting.  Di-^ 
vers  reascHis  might  be  why  none  were;  I  shall  ac-> 
quaint  you  with  some  of  them ;  viz. 

^  1.  The  honorable  proprietary,  (or  reasons  known  to 
himself,  hath  given  positive  directions  for  letting  all 
the  laws  drop  or  faU,  except  the  fundamentals,  and 
afterwards  for  callmg  together  the  legislative  authority. 
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to  pass  such  of  tbem,  or  others^  as  they  should  see 
fit  for  the  future ;  which  is  my  full  intention  to  da 

**2.  The  honorable  proprietary,  being  by  his  pat^it 
fix)m  the  Emg,  authorized  by  himself  his  heirs,  &c^ 
with  ccmsent  of  the  freemen,  to  make,  and  under  his 
seal  to  publish,  necessary  laws  for  the  good  of  the 
people ;  which  had  nev^  been  done  with  all  requisite 
circumstances,  whilst  himself  was  here ;  and  without 
which  I  must  doubt  whether  what  were  passed,  or 
should  hereafter  be  passed,  have  that  due  sanction  or 
establishment  which  laws  require;  and  fiiiding  the 
great  seal,  under  which  they  should  pass,  was  not  to 
foe  had,  the  keeper  thereof  refusmg  to  allow  the  use 
of  it  in  any  cases  by  my  direction,  I  therefore  looked 
upcm  it  as  labor  in  vain  to  attempt  it 

^  3.  The  present  posture  and  alteration  of  affairs  in 
England ;  the  uncertainty  touching  the  condition  of  the 
{»rq)rietary  himself^  and  his  power ;  and  the  fears  of 
what  dangers  might  ensue,  as  well  to  him  as  ourselves, 
in  passing  and  confirming  laws  d*  such  a  nature,  as 
would  have  been  approved  of  in  Urn  conjuncture  of 
affairs,  forbade  it 

^  4.  The  animosities  and  dissensicms  whic&  were 
here  amongst  you  before  I  came,  and  have  been  late- 
ly revived  amcmgst  the  members  of  the  provincial 
council,  by  the  endeavours  of  some,  as  to  their  pro- 
ceedings in  that  sendee,  hind^^  their  agreement  in 
council,  as  to  domg  any  thmg;  msomuch  as  I  was 
constramed,  for  love  and  peace  sake,  upcm  that  and 
the  other  foregoing  con^derations,  to  dismiss  them  from 
further  attendance  on  that  account 

^6.  An  expedient  occurred  to  me,  ci  less  danger 
to  us  an,  viz.  that  I,  being  by  my  commission,  as 
aforesaid,  referred  for  my  rule  and  mstructions  to  the 
laws  then  in  being,  and  which  had  beeU)  as  wdl  by 
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the  proprietary  as  people,  approved  and  owned  as 
such,  whUst  he  was  amongst  you  here,  and  observing 
that  he  had  reserved  the  confirmation  and  disannul- 
ling of  what  laws  should  be  made  m  his  absence  to 
himself;  so  that,  if  any  were  or  should  be  proposed, 
they  could  not  take  effect  among  us  as  laws,  till  his 
pleasure  should  be  therein  declared ;  I  came  to  a  reso- 
lution within  myself,  of  observing  them  in  the  course 
of  my  government,  as  so  many  rules  and  mstructions 
given  me  by  my  master,  as  far  as  I  should  find  and 
judge  them  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England,  and 
of  supplying  the  want  or  defect  m  your  laws  by  the 
laws  of  England,  which  I  believe  will  be  most  grate- 
ful to  our  superiors  in  England,  especially  at  this  time ; 
and  will  be  as  useful  among  ourselves,  there  being  no 
other  way  occurring  to  my  understanding  whereby  you 
may  receive  the  benefit  of  them ;  and  in  this  purpose 
I  am  ready,  unless  you  should  otherwise  advise,  until, 
by  better  mformation  out  of  England,  we  shall  be  led 
out  of  these  state  meanders." 

The  assembly  answered,  among  other  things,  as 
follows;  viz. 

"  We  heartily  wish  that  thy  design  in  coming  hither, 
with  all  imaginable  respect  to  our  governor  and  inhab- 
itants here,  may  be  pursued  accordingly  with  suitable 
measures;  and  we  cannot  but  have  that  opinion  of 
our  worthy  governor's  tender  regard  to  the  people 
here,  that,  as  he  will  justify  nb  unbecoming  behaviour 
in  us  towards  his  representative,  so  we  hope  he  will 
vindicate  no  unlawful  or  rigid  procedure  agamst  us. 
As  to  our  governor's  absence,  we  are  very  sensible 
that,  as  it  may  be  to  his  disappointment,  so  it  is  ex- 
tremely to  our  prejudice.  We  were  in  expectation 
of  receiving  bills  from  thee  and  the  council  as  former- 
ly ;  to  the  reason  thou  art  pleased  to  give  why  none 
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are  sent,  that  the  proprietary  and  governor  hath  given 
directions  for  letting  aU.  the  laws  drop  or  fall,  we  are 
credibly  infcnmed,  that  afterwards  he  was  well  pleased 
they  should  stand ;  and  all  the  laws  made  here  since 
his  departure,  were  sent  for  hb  perusal,  and  none  of 
them,  to  our  knowledge,  in  the  least  declared  void  by 
him ;  neither  do  we  conceive  that  he  hath  any  reason 
so  to  do. 

^  As  to  the  establishment  of  laws,  we  expected  nor 
aimed  at  any  higher  sanction  than  was  used  in  the 
governor's  tune ;  but,  in  case  bills  had  been  prepared 
and  promulgated  according  to  charter,  and  had  passed 
by  us  into  laws,  and  the  great  seal  had  been  necessary, 
and  the  same  duly  required  to  be  applied  to  the  said 
laws,  and  die  keeper  refiised  the  same,  then  we  might 
justly  blame  such  refusal;  but,  as  to  the  way  thou 
mentions,  that  our  proprietary  and  governor  is  author- 
ized by  himself,  and  with  consent  (^  the  freemen,  to 
make  laws,  and"  under  his  seal  to  publish  them,  and 
not  in  the  granted  way  of  the  charter  and  act  of  set- 
tlement ;  as  we  do  not  desire,  so  our  hopes  are,  that 
no  laws  of  that  make  will  be  imposed  upon  us ;  and, 
had  we  made  laws  at  this  time,  as  formeriy,  we  ques- 
tion not  but  that  they  had  been  as  moffensive  in  the 
present  conjuncture,  as  afore;  and  we  do  conceive, 
that  our  laws  h&re,  not  being  declared  or  adjudged  by 
the  IQng  imder  his  privy  seal  to  be  void,  do  remam 
and  stand  in  full  fcHt^  according  to  the  true  mtent 
and  meaning  thereof! 

^As  for  the  charge  of  animosities  and  dissensions 
amongst  us  before  thy  coming  here,  it  b  so  general, 
that  we  can  make  no  oth^  answer  than  that,  in  mat- 
ters of  government,  our  apprehensions  were  otherwise, 
the  end  of  good  government  being  answered,  in  that 
power  was  supported  in  reverence  with  the  people, 
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and  the  people  were  secured  from  die  abue  of  power; 
but  for  wliat  thoa  mentions  to  have  been  renewed 
since  amongst  the  members  oi  coundl,  we  kare  thea 
to  answer, 

''As  to  the  ezpedbnt  proposed,  of  Ay  gDverning 
this  province  and  territories,  by  sudi  of  the  laws  as 
were  made  before  our  proprietary  and  goremor  went 
hence,  which  thou  shalt  judge  not  contrary  to  the 
ktws  of  England,  we  coaceive  no  sodi  expedient  can 
be  consbtent  with  our  constitution,  without  ihe  conr 
c^nrence  of  the  council,  according  to  such  methods 
as  have  been  heretofore  used  in  legislature ;  and  what 
course  of  government  is  otherwise,  wiH  be  ungrateiiil 
and  uncertam  to  us ;  for  how  &r  the  laws  of  Knghnd 
am  to  be  oar  rules,  is  dedared  by  the  Kng's  letters 
patent 

'^As  to  diy  assuring  us  thy  just  campliaace  widi 
us,  in  what  we  may  reasonably  desire,  we  take  it  kind^ 
ly,  and  do  desu^  that  our  menAjors  of  council  may 
be  permitted  to  sit,  according  to  our  former  reqnesiL'' 

The  govanor  finding  himself  thus  steadily  opposed, 
had  recourse  to  »iother  piece  of  practice,  which  was 
to  prevail  on  certam  members  to  wididraw  Ihemsdves 
from  the  House;  the  House,  on  the  other  hand,  voted 
dns  to  be  a  treachery,  and  farther  prepared  and  pie- 
sented  the  following  request  to  die  governor;  viz. 

''To  the  Governor  and  Council,  sitting  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  twentieth  day  of  the  third  month,  1689. 

"  We,  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  Pemir 
sylvania  and  territories  thereof,  in  Assembly  met,  being 
much  disappomted  in  our  expectation  m  not  finding 
any  bills  prepared  and  promulgated  by  you  for  a  furdier 
coDcuirence ;  and  percdving  three  members  diily  eleet- 
ed  to  serve  in  coun<^  (m  vdiose  wisdom  and  foithfiil- 
ness  we  much  ccmfide)  too  long  ke^  out ;  and  dnt  a 
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member  of  our  own  is  treated  with  great  rigor  and 
severity  m  the  time  of  assembly,  and  not  allowed  to 
be  with  us,  though  most  of  us  have  known  him  to 
have  been  serviceable  therein  these  several  years ;  we 
(bemg  under  a  strait  m  these  considerations)  do  re- 
quest your  tender  regard  of  our  grievances  already 
presented,  and  of  our  answer  presented  to  the  governor 
m  council,  to  his  speech  delivered  to  us  there.  And 
we  do  deme  you  do  not  go  to  dismsis  us  undl  we 
are  received  and  righted  in  our  just  complaints ;  and 
that  we  be  not  discouraged  in  charging  before  the 
provincial  council  such  persons  or  members,  whom  we 
can  with  great  probability  make  appear  to  be  01  min- 
bters  and  chief  authors  of  the  present  arbitrariness  in 
government ;  and  who  are  men  unworthy,  as  we  con- 
ceive, to  be  much  consulted  with,  and  unfit  to  be  chief 
magistrates.*— What  we  purpose  to  do  herein,  idiall 
be  orderiy,  speedily,  and  within  bounds.** 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  request  met  with  any 
regard,  or  that  the  proprietary  mterest  gamed  any 
^und  m  the  assemblies  held  the  two  mibs^uent 
3rears;  and,  m  the  year  1698,  the  Ebg  and  Queen 
assumed  the  government  of  the  colony  into  their  own 
hands ;  under  what  pretext,  in  vktue  of  what  manage- 
ment, whether  to  gratify  any  displeasure  conceived 
against  Mr.  Pe»n,  or  in  omc^  widi  him,  is  not  ^pe- 
cffied. 
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CHAPTER    II. 

The  Government  assumed  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  in  1698,  and  ad- 
ministered by  Colonel  Fletcher,  Goremor  of  New  YoriL  He  declares 
the  Constitution  of  Penn's  Govenmient,  and  that  of  their  Mijesties,  to 

.  be  directly  opposite  each  to  the  other.  He  menaces  the  Assembly  with 
an  Annexation  of  their  Province  to  that  of  New  York.  Protestation 
against  passing  Bills.  Remonstrance  to  Penn.  The  Governor  admits 
the  Principles  of  the  Quakers,  not  to  carry  Arms  or  levy  Money  to 
make  War.  The  Assembly  insist  on  their  Right  to  appropriate  as 
well  as  to  raise  Money.  The  Government  of  William  M arldiam.  A 
new  Act  of  Settlement  or  Frame  of  Government  The  Government 
resumed  by  Penn.  A  new  Model  of  Ejections.  The  Assembly  formed 
thereon  dissolved.  Another  Assembly  called  upon  another  ModeL 
Aids  granted  to  the  Proprietary  Governor  in  Exchange  for  a  Confirma- 
tion of  Property.  Penn's  SpMch  to  a  new  Assembly.  Three  of  the 
Requisitions  they  made  to  him,  with  ins  Answers  and  their  Replies. 
A  Breach  between  the  Province  and  the  Territory.  The  last  Charter 
of  Privfleges.  It  is  unanimously  rejected  by  the  Freemen  of  the 
Territory.  Penn's  Departure  for  England.  Andrew  Hamilton,  Deputy* 
Governor,  in  vain  endeavours  to  re-unite  the  Territory  with  the  Prov- 
ince. 

Colonel  Fletcher  was  appointed  governor  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  by  one  and  the  same  c(»nmis- 
»on,  with  equal  powers  and  prerc^tives  in  both  prov- 
mces ;  as  if  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  charter  ex* 
tant 

This  commission  of  his  was  also  aconnpanied  with  a 
letter  fix>m  the  Queen,  countersigned  JVUtrnghanij  re- 
quiring him,  as  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  send  such 
aid  or  assistance,  m  men  or  otherwise,  for  the  security 
c^  the  province  of  New  York  against  the  attempts  of 
the  French  and  Indians,  as  the  conditicm  c^  the  said 
colony  would  permit ;  as  if  the  good  will  d*  the  free- 
men was  no  longer  worth  mentionmg. 

To  the  assembly,  however,  this  royal  visitor  thought 
fit  to  communicate  both  his  commission  and  her  Majes- 
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ty's  ssdd  letter.  But  th^i  it  was  an  assembly  widely 
difierent  fix)in  that  appointed  by  their  charter*  Instead 
of  six  memb^^  for  eadi  of  the  «x  counties,  those  of 
Phihdeli^iia  and  Newcastle  were  reduced  to  four  each, 
and  the  rest  to  three;  difference  sixteen;  and^  as  an 
act  of  grace,  his  Excdlency  dispensed  with  the  oaths 
of  sudi  as  made  it  a  point  of  conscience  not  to  swear; 
and  accepted  a  written  profession  and  declaration  of 
allegiance,  before  established  in  their  stead.  Wheth^ 
so  strange  an  innovation  was  openly  and  specially 
complained  of  or  not,  the  assembly  had  ner^theless 
the  spirit  to  open  their  sessbn  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  passed  nem.  con.  ^  That  die  laws  of  this 
[MDvince,  that  were  in  force  and  practice  before  the 
arrival  of  this  present  governor,  are  still  in  force ;  and 
that  the  assetnbly  have  a  right  humbly  to  move  the 
governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirmation  of  the  same.'' 

They  also  interwove  this  vote  of  them  in  their  ad- 
dress to  hkn»  and,  not  unartfully^  introduced  it  under 
the  umbrage  d*  an  insinuaticm,  that  the  King  and  Queen 
had  thoii^ht  fit  to  appomt  him  to  be  their  governor 
because  of  die  absence  of  their  proprietary;  but  de* 
rived  no  benefit  fit)m  it;  fi>r  the  governor  blundy  told 
them,  ^he  was  sorry  to  find  their  desires  grounded 
upon  so  great  mistakes ;"  adding  these  emphatical  ex- 
pressionsi  ^  The  absence  of  the  proixietary  b  the  least 
cause  mentioned  in  their  Majesties'  liters  patent,  for 
their  Majesties  asserting  tlmr  undoubted  ri^t  of  gov- 
anmg  tl»eir  subjects  in  this  provmce.  There  are  rea- 
sons of  greater  moment;  as  the  n^ects  and  miscar^ 
riages  m  the  late  administration,  the  want  of  necessary 
defence  against  the  enemy ;  the  danger  c{  [the  prov^ 
ince  must  be  unda^tood]  being  lost  finm  the  crown. 
The  constitution  of  their  Migesties'  government  and 
that  of  Mr.  Pern's  are  in  dfa^t  opposition  one  to  the 
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t)ther;  if  you  win  be  tenacious  in  stickling  for  this,  it 
is  a  plam  demonstration,  use  what  words  you  please, 
that  mdeed  you  decline  the  other.'' 

The  assembly  again,  not  to  be  wandng  in  duty  to 
the  King  and  Queen,  nor  consistency  to  themselves, 
admitted  their  Majesties'  right  c^  government  to  be  m- 
dubitable ;  but  would  not  allow  themselves  to  be  under 
any  mistake  in  relation  to  the  proprietary's  absence. 
"And  to  the  other  reasons  rendered,"  said  they  m  their 
remonstrance,  "for  the  superseding  our  proprietary's 
povemancy,  we  apprehend  [they]  are  founded  on  mis- 
informations ;  for  the  courts  of  justice  were  open  in  all 
counties  in  this  government,  and  justice  duly  executed 
from  the  highest  crimes  of  treason  and  murder  to  the 
determining  the  lowest  difference  about  propaty,  be- 
fore the  date  or  arrival  c^  the  governor's  commissicnL 
Neither  do  we  apprehend,  that  the  provmce  was  m 
danger  of  being  lost  bam  the  crown,  although  the  gov- 
ernment was  in  the  hands  of  some  whose  principles 
are  not  for  war;  and  we  conceive,  that  the  jn^sent 
govemancy  hath  no  direct  oppointion  (with  respect  to 
the  King's  government  here  m  general)  to  our  {»o- 
prietary's,  William  P^m,  though  the  exercise  of  thy 
authority  at  present  supersedes  that  of  our  said  {»o- 
prietary ;  nevertheless  we  readily  own  thee  for  our  law- 
ful governor,  saving  to  ourselves,  and  those  whom  we 
represent,  our  and  their  just  rights  and  privileges." 

Proceedmg  then  to  business  they  voted  a  supply; 
but  inclined  to  have  their  laws  confirmed  and  dieir 
grievances  redressed  first  Accordmgly  they  sent  up 
a  committee  of  ten  with  the  book  of  their  laws  to  the 
governor,  for  his  acceptance  and  ratification ;  and,  aft^ 
a  long  debate  between  hun,  assisted  by  five  of  his 
council,  and  them,  which  was  termmated  oh  his  side 
somewhat  equivocaUy,  he  sent  two  of  the  said  councfl 
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to  assure  the  House,  in  his  name,  of  his  confinnation 
of  all  the  said  laws  (excepting  one  relating  to  ship- 
wrecks) during  the  Ein^s  pleasure;  for  which  they 
thought  proper  to  return  him  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Nor  is  it  much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  men,  taken 
by  surprise  out  of  the  hands  of  their  friend  the  pro- 
prietary, and  exposed  at  once  to  a  wrestling-match 
with  the  crown,  which  they  had  nev^  had  any  imme- 
diate transactions  with  before,  should  submit  to  hold 
their  liberties  by  courtesy,  rather  than  incur  the  least 
risk  of  not  holding  them  at  alL 

There  was,  however,  a  party  among  them,  who, 
having  drawn  up  a  petition  of  right,  claiming  and  de- 
fflring  the  use  and  benefit  of  two  hundred  and  th(ee 
laws  therein  specified,  as  m  all  respects  consonant  to 
their  charter,  and  none  of  them  annulled  by  the  crown 
in  consequence  of  the  power  reserved  to  the  sove- 
reign, would  hear  of  no  abatement ;  and  who  had  credit 
enough  with  the  assembly  to  obtain  the  sendmg  a 
message  to  the  governor,  signifying,  ^  that  it  was  the 
sense  and  expectation  of  the  assembly,  that  aggriev- 
ances  ought  to  be  redressed  before  any  bill  of  supply 
ought  to  pass.** 

And  here  their  hearts  failed  them ;  for,  the  governor 
having  returned  the  bill  sent  up  with  the  message  which 
he  had  proposed  amendments  to,  without  any  specifi- 
cations of  what  those  amendments  were  to  be,  with 
the  following  answer,  ^  that  the  Assembly  should  have 
no  account  of  the  amendments  of  the  bill,  till  they 
came  in  a  full  House  before  hun  to  give  the  last  sanc- 
tion to  the  laws,"  and  further,  <^  that  he  saw  nothmg 
would  do  but  an  annexion  to  New  York,"  the  menace 
carried  the  supply. 

When  the  bill  for  granting  it  was  however  sent  up, 
they  not  only  sent  up  the  roll  of  their  laws  with  it. 
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but  also  gave  tiiat  part  of  tkeir  ord^  the  first  place  iii 
tiv^  books* 

They  fiirther  *"  Reaolyed,  nem.  coiu  that  all  bOls^  sent 
to  the  gOTemor  and  council  m  order  to  be  amended^ 
ought  to  be  returned  to  this  House,  to  have  then*  iarther 
approbation  upon  such  amendments^  he&xe  thej  can 
have  Uieir  final  assent  to  pass  mto  laws.^ 

And  though  ihej  did  not  join  with  their  committee 
of  ten  in  the  following  paper^  they  suffisred  k  to  be 
entered  in  their  books,  by  way  of  protest  cm  their  be* 
half;  to  wit, 

^We^  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  lep- 
rasetttadyes  of  the  fi^eemen  of  this  province  in  asaem*' 
bly,  do  declare,  it  is  the  Imdoubted  right  of  this  House 
to  receiye  back  fixxn  the  governor  and  council  all  such 
bffls  as  are  sent  up  for  their  a{^nt)bation  or  ^meod* 
meats  {  temd  that  it  is  as  necessaiy  to  know  the  amend- 
meats,  and  debate  ibe  same,  as  the  body  of  the  hSis  i 
and  that  the  denial  of  that  right  is  destmctiye  to  the 
freedmn  of  making  bws.  ^  And  we  also  declare,  it  is 
the  i^t  of  the  ass^nbly,  that,  before  any  biD  Sot  sup* 
{dies  be  presented  (or  the  last  sanction  of  tt  law,  ag-» 
grievances  ought  to  be  redressed,  Th€9refiQre»  we,  with 
protestation  (savii^  our  just  rights  in  bssembly)  do 
declare,  that  the  assent  of  such  of  us^  as  were  for 
sliding  ^  the  bill  thb  morning  was  merely  in  con* 
sideration  of  the  governor's  q)eedy  departure,  iMit  th^ 
it  should  not  be  clrawn  into  example  or  precedent  fiMr 
the  fut^ire.    David  Llotd^"  &c. 

And  concerning  this  whole  period^  we  find  the  fi^ee* 
men  in  assembly  met,  Ic^  the  year  1704^  thus  ferthar 
expostubtmg  widi  their  profxietary,  in  the  remanstFance 
ah'eady  more  than  cmce  referred  to ;  to  wit,  ^  But  what 
thou  and  they  (the  five  conoyssicmers  of  state)  could 
aot  eiect  in  that  behalf  was  peribimed  by  Colonel 
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Fletcber  m  the  year  1693,  and  then  we  were  brought 
under  the  unmediate  direction  of  the  crown,  but  with 
conunands  for  him  to  govern  us  by  the  laws  of  the 
country ;  and  although  both  the  laws  and  charter  had 
been  long  before  transmitted  to  thee,  in  order  to  get 
the  late  Bjng's  (James)  approbation  thereof  which  we 
insisted  upon,  and  urged  that  they  w^e  laws  till  dis- 
approved, yet,  thou  having  sent  no  account  whether 
they  were  approved  or  not,  we  were  forced  to  comply 
vnth  him,  and  accept  of  such  as  he  pleased ;  but  the 
charter  he  totally  rejected,** 

Before  he  set  out  for  New  York,  he  did,  however, 
give  a  written  sanction  to  the  laws  required ;  and  the 
next  year's  assembly  proved,  notwithstandmg,  to  be 
of  the  same  leaven  with  the  last 

This  assembly  had  been  summoned  by  the  writs 
of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  (Markham),  and,  when  met 
in  a  humor  to  state  and  redress  the  grievances  of 
the  colony,  found  themselves  precluded  from  acting, 
by  an  order  from  Fletcher  for  their  adjournment 

That,  therefore,  they  might  make  the  most  of  two 
days,  they  appomted  a  committee  of  grievances ;  and 
hamg  received  their  report,  agreed  upon  a  remon- 
strance to  the  governor  thereon,  containing  a  com* 
plaint  of  their  bemg  sent  fen*  only  to  be  dismissed; 
assertmg  the  right  of  the  House  to  adjourn  themselves, 
and,  among  several  other  particulars,  calling  upon  the 
governor  so  to  exert  his  power  and  authority,  that 
cases  determined  by  juries  might  not  be  unduly  avoided 
by  determinations  in  equity ;  that,  to  prevent  aibitrary 
assessments  and  the  dissatisfaction  they  gave  rise  to^ 
the  justices  of  the  peace  might  consult  with,  and  be 
directed  by  the  approbation  of  the  several  grand  juries ; 
and  that  the  money  raised  by  the  last  assembly  might 
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be  properly  appUed  and  jffopetfy  aococmted  for  to  tlie 
present  at  their  next  sittbg. 

Their  right  df  adjounung  themsdres  having  been 
admitted,  they  met  accordmgly  towards  the  end  of  the 
next  month*  Goremor  Fletcher  was  by  this  time  re- 
tmmed  to  them  in  person ;  and,  in  the  opening  of  his 
speech,  made  them  a  handsoine  apology  for  not  ineet-> 
mg  them  before;  nrgmg  the  necessity  of  a  sudden 
jomney  to  Albany,  to  endeavour  at  reclaimmg  the  Five 
Nations  of  Indians,  hitherto  the  aBies  of  England,  bat 
now  confederated  with  the  governor  of  Canada  against 
us ;  said  he  had  brought  the  papers  which  passed  at 
the  conference  along  with  him,  for  their  satis£au:ti(m ; 
that  their  Indians  would  be  next  forced  intd  the  same 
fatal  confederacy;  that  he  had  seen  with  his  eyes  a 
large  tract  of  cuhivated  land  about  Albany,  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  rather  through  the 
unkindness  of  their  neighbours  m  refusing  them  aasis^ 
tance,  than  by  the  force  of  the  enemy ;  prayed,  that 
those,  who  shut  their  eyes  agamst  a  distant  danger, 
might  not  find  it  at  their  own  doors ;  extolled  the  two 
provinces  of  Jersey  for  the  aids  they  had  sent;  and 
ccmduded  thus;  ^Gendemen,  I  consider  your  jHinci-^ 
pies,  that  you  will  not  carry  arms,  nor  levy  money  to 
make  war,  though  hr  your  own  defence ;  yet  I  hope 
you  will  not  refuse  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the 
naked ;  my  meaning  is  to  supply  those  Indian  nations 
with  such  necessaries  as  may  influence  them  to  a 
continuance  of  their  Mendship  to  these  inx>vinces.  And 
now,  Gendraien,  if  you  will  consider  wherein  I  may 
be  useful  to  you,  acc(xxling  to  the  tenor  of  my  com* 
mission,  in  redressing  your  grievances,  if  you  have 
any,  you  shall  find  me  ready  to  act  by  the  rules  of 
loyalty,  with  a  true  regard  to  liberty  and  property,'* 

What  appears  to  have  been  most  remarkable  m  this 
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session  was  «  dispute  betifem  the  gpvergcnr  mi  the 
House  aJxHit  a  mooej  biH ;  be  aUe^og  it  n^^as  iiicofii- 
sutent  with  his  trust  to  pass  the  bill,  hec^up^  tl^  h^ 
nuDcd  collectors  di»ein,  mhi^  /ieemed  tQ  d^ro^^^^ 
from  the  confidence  reposed  in  tJba  Jiang's  officer  apt- 
pointed  to  coflect  (he  last  tas;,  and  misisjting  vipofi  some 
answer  to  die  Quel's  fetter,  b^ore  he  came  to  a 
final  nesohitioQ  oonceming  it;  and  they  at  once  ad^ 
hering  to  their  billt  and  desiring  it  njti^ht  not  be  re^ 
jected  on  die  first  of  those  acooustts;  since  they  could 
not  but  assert  (heir  undoubted  ri^bt  to  appropriate  as 
well  as  raise  money,  agreeably  to  the  privileges  here- 
taSote  granted  them,  the  pmcjtice  in  England,  as  weU 
as  in  that  and  ^Iso  in  some  c(  die  neighbouiiog  colo- 
mes;  and  that,  as  to  the  receiver,  when  their  ^pprt^Hiar 
lioBs  had  been  answered,  he  was  to  dispose  jol'  the  re^ 
mamder,  as  the  governor  and  f^^ounril  should  order. 

The  governor  stiU  pressed  for  dieir  answer  to  her 
Majesty,  instead  of  giving  diem  the  s^tisfacdon  der 
sired;  and,  the  said  answer  pix>ving  tp  be  ^  r^mon^ 
strance,  he  dissolved  thenu 

Of  the  next  sessions  the  accounts  are  esbpemely  im- 
perfect We  find,  indeed,  by  n  coivse  of  mitiutes,  that 
ft  jomt  committee  of  the  counci],  at  tibe  req$ds^id(H)i  of 
Ae  governor,  had  i^verai  meetings,  to  owaider  of  the 
Queen's  letter,  the  governor's  dem^n^s  tbemon  iii  his 
speech,  and  an  act  of  setdement;  that  %a  ^iswer  to 
his  speedi  viras  drawn  up  and  9&Bi  to  the  governor, 
together  widi  an  act  of  setdemeet;  that  the  messier 
ga^  on  their  return,  reported,  diey  had  de}iva^^  both, 
and  weie  told  the  govanor  and  eouneil  had  «o  ferdier 
business  at  present ;  and  that  aft^  several  adjournmratjk 
being  met  in  committee,  and  in  high  debi^  ihw  at- 
tendance was  required  by  the  governor,  in  order  to 
dissdve  diem. 
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That  the  demands  made  upon  them,  in  Tirtue  d 
the  Queen's  letter,  were  the  subject  of  these  debates, 
is  more  than  probable ;  and  if  so,  it  will  follow,  that 
their  want  of  will  or  power  to  comply  with  them  was 
the  cause  of  their  dissolution. 

In  the  year  1696,  being  the  next  year  following 
Markham,  once  the  proprietary's  secretary  and  clerk 
of  the  council,  and  of  late  lieutenant-gov^nor,  sum- 
moned the  next  assembly,  as  lieutenant  to  the  pn>- 
prietary  now  reinstated  in  the  government;  and,  at 
their  meeting,  recommended  Governor  Fletcher's  speech 
at  the  openmg  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  thereby 
to  excite  the  charity  of  Pennsylvania,  in  relievmg  the 
poor  Indians,  whose  com  and  provisions  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  French ;  and  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it  was,  by  way  of  message,  thus  communiciUed. 

^Whereas  the  gov^nor  has  been  pleased  to  con- 
vene us,  by  his  writs,  although  not  in  the  form^  of 
our  charter,  as  we  could  desire,  we  have  obeyed  the 
same,  and  considered  what  he  has  laid  before  us,  viz. 
an  answer  to  the  late  Queen's  letter,  and  our  proprie- 
tary's promise  upon  his  restoration  to  his  government ; 
and  are  heartily  and  unanimously  willing  and  ready  to 
perform  oxir  duty  therein,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  if  the 
governor  would  be  pleased  to  settle  us  in  our  former 
constitutions,  enjoyed  by  us  before  this  govemm^t 
was  committed  to  Governor  Fletcher's  trust' 

This  was  followed,  on  the  governor's  part,  with  a 
demand  of  money  as  before  for  the  relief  df  the  In- 
dians ;  and,  the  assembly  choosing  to  take  care  of  the 
provincial  constitution  firet,  required  the  governor  to 
appomt  a  committee  of  the  council  to  join  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  assembly  for  that  purpose.    Such  a  joint 

*  They  had  been  iMaed  vpoa  Fletcher's  plan  before  specified. 
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committee  was  appointed  accordingly,  who  agreed  m 
recommending  this  expedient;  ^that  the  governor,  at 
the  request  of  the  assembly,  would  be  pleased  to  pass 
an  act  [of  settlement  must  be  understood,]  with  a  salvo 
to  the  proprietary  and  people ;  and  that  he  would  also 
issue  out  his  writs  for  choosing  a  M  number  of  rep- 
resentatives on  the  10th  of  March  next  ensuing,  to 
serve  in  provmcial  council  and  assembly  according  to 
charter,  until  the  proprietary's  pleasure  should  be  known 
therein ;  and  that  if  the  proprietary  should  disapjHOve 
the  same,  then  the  said  act  should  be  void,  and  no 
ways  prejudicial  to  him  or  the  people  in  relation  to  the 
validity  or  invalidity  of  the  said  charter." 

To  this  expedient  the  House  unanhnously  agreed. 
A  bin  of  settlement  and  a  money  bill  were  thereupon 
ordered  and  prepared;  and,  after  some  temperament, 
reported,  agreed  to,  and  passed. 

The  money  bill  was  for  raising  three  hundred  pounds 
for  support  of  government,  and  relievmg  the  distressed 
Indians. 

In  the  act  of  settlement,  the  rotation  principle  was 
wholly  dropped.  Elections  both  of  council  and  assem- 
bly were  to  be  annual  and  certain ;  the  time  of  elec- 
tion, March  the  10th;  the  time  of  sitting.  May  the  10th; 
the  members  of  council  for  each  county,  two,  for  the 
assembly,  four ;  they  were  to  be  of  the  most  note  for 
virtue,  wisdom,  and  ability,  and  otherwise  qualified  in 
point  of  fortune  and  residency.  In  the  governor  en*  his 
deputy,  and  the  said  assembly  and  council,  the  gov- 
ernment was  placed.  The  governor  or  his  deputy  was 
to  preside  in  council ;  but  at  no  time  perform  any  act 
of  state  whatsoever,  but  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  council,  c»*  a  majority  thereof;  that  two 
thirds  were  to  be  a  quorum  in  tiie  upper  walk  of  busi- 
ness, and  one  third  in  the  lower ;  that  the  assembly 

VOL.  in.  19  M 
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should  have  power  to  propose  bills  as  well  as  the  cou&* 
c3 ;  that  both  might  confer  on  such  as  eith^  of  them 
should  propose ;  that  such  as  the  governor  in  councfl 
gave  his  consent  to  should  be  laws ;  that  the  style  oS 
those  laws  should  be,  ^By  the  governor,  with  the  assent 
and  the  approbation  of  the  freemen  in  general  assembly 
met ;"  that  duplicates  thereof  should  be  transmitted  to 
the  King's  council,  according  to  the  late  King's  patent ; 
that  the  assembly  should  sit  on  thar  own  adjournments 
and  committees,  and  contmue  to  prepare  and  propose 
bills,  redress  grievances,  impeach  criminals,  &x^  tiH 
dismissed  by  the  governor  and  council ;  and  to  remain 
during  the  year  liable  to  serve  upon  his  and  their  sum'* 
mons ;  should  be  allowed  wages  and  travelling  charges ; 
two  thirds  to  make  a  quorum ;  all  questions  to  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority ;  affirmations  to  be  admitted  in  all 
courts,  &LC^  instead  of  oaths,  where  required ;  all  p^ • 
sons  m  possession  of  lands  by  purchase  or  otherwise 
imder  any  legal  or  equitable  chum,  so  to  continue; 
sheriffs  and  their  substitutes  to  give  security  for  office 
behaviour;  elections  were  to  be  firee,  regular,  incoirupt, 
&C.,  no  member  being  permitted  to  serve  without 
wages,  or  for  less  wages  than  by  this  act  appointed, 
&C.  Neither  the  form  nor  effect  of  this  act  was  to  be 
diminished  or  altered  in  any  part  or  clause  thereof 
contrary  to  the  true  intent  or  meaning  thereof  with* 
out  the  consent  of  the  governor,  and  six  parts  in  sev* 
en  df  the  freemen  in  council  and  assembly  met  It 
was  to  contmue  and  be  m  force  till  the  proprietary 
should,  by  some  instrument  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
signify  his  pleasure  to  the  contrary ;  and  it  was  fmmd* 
ed,  that  neither  this  act  nor  any  other  should  preclude 
or  debar  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  and  tenitcMies 
fixsn  claimmg,  having,  and  enjojring  any  of  the  rights, 
privileges^  and  immunities,  whidi  the  said  proprietary^ 
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for  himsd^  his  hdrs  and  assigns,  did  formerly  grant, 
ot  which  of  right  did  belong  unto  them  the  said  inhabit- 
ants by  virtue  of  any  kw,  charter,  or  grant  whatsoever, 
any  thing  therem  contained  to  the  coatnry  notwith- 


A  new  applicaticm  fitnn  Governor  Fletcher  ht  fur** 
ther  assistance,  and  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
assembly  to  whom  it  was  referred  (uiging  the  infency, 
poverty,  and  incumbered  state  of  the  colony  m  excuse 
for  non-c(Hn[diance),  together  with  an  act  for  ratifymg 
and  confirming  the  acts  and  proceedii^s  of  the  last 
year's  assembly  by  s<»ne  persons  questioned  wd  mis- 
represented, are  all  the  remains  of  what  passed  in  the 
assemhfy  of  1697. 

Nor  does  any  thing  material  occur  m  the  yesors  1698, 
1699,  tiU  the  arrival  of  the  proprietary  fixun  England. 

Jamuxry  25th,  1699  - 1700,  the  assembly^  bemg  con- 
vened for  the  second  time,  was  tdd  by  the  proprietaiy 
in  person,  that  he  had  so  convened  them  d)ie%^  to 
reinforce  the  former  laws,  or  by  a  new  law  more  rig- 
orously to  discourage  piracy  and  forbidden  trade ;  mis- 
demeanors which  he  said  had  exposed  the  gov^nment 
to  much  odium  at  home,  which  he  had  been  much 
pressed  by  his  superiors  to  correct,  and  which  he, 
therefore,  pressed  most  concernedly  upon  th^n. 

Both  these  points  were  immediately  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  two  several  committees ;  and,  one  of 
their  own  members,  son-in-law  of  their  late  lieutenant- 
governor  Maricham,  proving  to  be  the  most  obnoxious 
person  on  the  first  of  these  accounts,  they  proceeded 
so  £ar  as  to  commit  him,  till  satisfied  by  the  governor 
that  he  had  given  sufficient  security  fen*  his  appearance 
to  answer  what  complaints  should  be  brought  agamst 
him. 

They  also  tack  care  to  purge  themselves  on  the  head 
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of  forbidden  or  illicit  trade,  which  appears  to  hare 
been  done  m  so  effectual  a  manner,  that  the  governor 
himsdf  could  not  avoid  cooperating  with  the  council 
m  their  justification.  To  prove  which,  his  answer  to 
their  several  addresses  (concerning  a  fit  person  to  be 
provincial  treasurer ;  cautions  to  avoid  confusbn  in  the 
next  election,  which  was  to  be  on  a  new  model,  as 
also  the  expediency  of  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council  and  assembly  thereon;  and  fahe  w^armaiian 
sent  to  England  against  them)  here  inserted,  will  be 
suffident ;  to  wit, 

**First,  as  to  the  receiver  or  treasurer,  that  he  would 
consider  of  it,  and  would  take  care  to  please  all  by  his 
choice  of  a  fit  person ;  as  to  their  address  to  av<Md 
confiision  in  the  next  election,  that  he  consented  to 
the  request  of  the  House,  and  ordered,  by  general  con- 
sent of  council  and  assembly,  mmutes  to  be  made  in 
both ;  that,  at  the  next  election,  three  should  be  cho- 
sen for  council  in  each  county,  and  six  for  assembly, 
the  election  to  be  on  the  usual  day,  but  reserving  to 
himself  the  specification  of  the  term  the  former  w&re 
to  serve  for,  which  was  to  be  expressed  m  the  writ ; 
and  that,  as  to  the  oth^  pomt  oi  false  mformatum  sent 
agamst  the  colony  to  England,  the  unseascmable  time 
of  the  year  would  not  suffer  the  merits  of  the  case  to 
be  thoroughly  discussed,  but  that  all  the  representa- 
tives, both  of  council  and  assembly,  had  agreed  in  draw- 
ing up  some  general  defence  £or  the  present 

And  before  their  separation  it  was  drawn  up  and 
presented  to  the  governor  acc(»xlingly. 

The  next  general  assembly  met  at  the  usual  time, 
and  was  in  eveiy  respect  an  extraordinary  one;  ex- 
traordinary fen*  the  number  of  members  superadded  in 
the  manner  just  recited ;  extraordinary  for  an  occa- 
sional law  they  passed  at  the  instance  ctf  the  govenK^* 
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and  council  to  prolong  the  present  sessions  beyond  the 
time  limited  by  charter ;  and  extraordinary  (ot  the  de** 
bates  concerning  another  new  frame  of  government, 
which  continued  through  the  whole  course  of  it,  with** 
out  producmg  any  satisfactory  temperament  at  last 

Found  intractable,  after  a  month's  practice,  they  were 
dissolved ;  and,  in  October  followmg,  a  new  assembly 
was  summoned ;  not  as  before  to  consist  of  thir^-six 
members,  but  of  twenty-four,  that  is  to  say,  four  in- 
stead of  six  (ot  each  county. 

The  place  of  meeting  was  also  different ;  fen*,  instead 
(rf!  assemblmg  as  usual  at  Philadelphia,  the  members 
were  convened  at  Newcastle,  perhaps  only  to  gratify 
the  mhabitants  of  the  Territories,  at  a  time  when  ex- 
traordinary demands  were  to  be  made  upon  them  (or 
the  gratification  of  the  proprietary  gov^nor. 

At  the  opening  of  this  assembly,  the  govenun*  said, 
he  had  called  them  upon  indent  occasions;  that  they 
were  ia  want  of  a  frame  of  government,  a  body  of  laws, 
a  settlement  of  property,  and  a  supply  for  the  support 
d*  government ;  addmg,  that  he  would  give  them  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power. 

With  the  body  of  laws  they  began,  and  made  a  con- 
siderable iHX>gress  in  the  work ;  but  the  frame  of  gov- 
ernment again  met  with  as  many  difficulties  as  before. 
The  additions  of  union  between  the  Province  and  the 
Territories,  in  particular,  had  like  to  have  produced 
an  immediate  separation ;  and  the  dispute  which  arose 
concerning  equal  privileges  or  equal  voices  in  the  rep- 
resentative, could  be  no  otherwise  compromised  than 
by  referring  the  issue  to  the  next  general  assembly. 

The  pomts,  which  more  immediately  concerned  both 
branches  of  the  legislature,  were  the  settlement  of 
property  and  the  supply.  In  the  latter  the  gover- 
nor himself  was  deeply  interested,  and  almost  every 
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landholder  of  the  cokmy  in  the  former  These,  there- 
fore, were  to  be  first  despatched ;  and,  accordingly,  a  biQ 
for  the  efiectual  establishment  and  confirmation  of  the 
freeholders  of  both  parts  of  the  united  colony,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  in  their  lands  and  tenements;  to- 
gether with  two  others,  one  for  raising  of  one  penny 
per  pound,  and  six  shillmgs  per  head,  fc»*  support  of 
government,  &c^  and  one  fen*  granting  and  raismg  to 
the  proprietary  and  goremor  two  thousand  pounds, 
upon  the  real  value  of  estates  real  and  personal,  and 
another  six  shillmg  poll-tax ;  of  which  more  than  a 
moiety  was  paid  by  the  county  of  Philadelphia  alone. 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  in  the  preceding  ses- 
sion four  pence  in  the  pound  and  twenty-four  shillmgs 
per  head  had  been  demanded  for  these  services ;  and 
that,  as  they  paid  by  halves,  the  proprietary  performed 
by  halves ;  as  the  mention  hereafter  made  of  his  char- 
ter of  property  will  demonstrate. 

The  same  assembly  being  again  convened  in  August 
at  Philadelphia,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  torn  his 
Majesty,  requiring  an  aid  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
poimds  sterling  towards  the  fortifications  to  be  nosed 
on  the  fix)ntiers  of  New  York,  they  excused  themselves 
irom  complying,  urging  that  the  great  sums  lately  as- 
sessed upon  the  colony  by  way  of  impost  and  taxes, 
over  and  above  the  arrears  of  quit-rents,  had  rend^^ed 
them  incapable;  and  these  excuses  were  readily  ad- 
mitted by  the  government,  so  that  the  proprietary  in- 
terest in  this  mstance  undeniably  supplanted  the  royal, 
and  private  interest  public  service. 

In  September,  1701,  the  proprietary  convened  an- 
other assembly,  consbting  of  four  members  for  each 
of  the  six  counties,  agreeable  to  the  law,  for  ascertain- 
ing the  number  of  members,  lately  passed  at  New- 
castie;  and  though  he  had  m  the  last  evaded  giving 
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a  copy  of  his  speech  m  wiidng  to  the  House,  as  not 
bebg  hb  usual  way,  went  out  of  his  way  for  this  once 
to  do  it  now. 

Some  apology  he  made  fen*  callmg  them  together  a 
month  sooner  than  they  would  have  met  of  course ; 
assigned  as  a  reason  the  necessi^  he  was  under, 
through  the  endeavours  of  the  enemies  to  the  pros- 
perity  of  the  colony,  to  go  few  England,  where,  taking 
the  advantage  of  his  absence,  some  had  attempted  to 
undermine  his  government;  talked  as  if  the  voyage 
was  disagreeable  to  him,  as  if  the  quiet  of  a  wilder- 
ness was  all  his  ambition,  as  if  his  purpose  had  been 
to  stay  with  them  always,  or  at  least  till  he  could  ren- 
der every  body  safe  and  easy ;  said  his  heart  was  with 
them,  whatever  some  people  might  please  to  thmk; 
that  no  unkindness  or  disappomtment  should,  with  sub- 
mission to  God's  providence,  ever  be  able  to  alter  his 
love  to  the  country,  and  his  resolution  to  return  and 
settle  his  family  and  posterity  in  it,  &lc.  ^  Think, 
therefore,''  contmued  he  in  the  most  captivatmg  style 
and  manner  that  ever  was  made  use  o^  ^  since  all  men 
are  mortal,  of  some  suitable  expedient  and  provision 
for  your  safety  as  well  in  your  privileges  as  fHop- 
erty,  and  you  will  find  me  ready  to  comply  with 
whatsoever  may  render  us  happy  by  a  nearer  union  of 
our  interests.  Review  agam  your  laws;  pr(^)ose  new 
ones  that  may  better  your  circumstances;  and  what 
you  do,  do  it  quickly ;  remembering  that  the  Parliament 
sits  the  end  of  the  next  month,  and  that  the  sooner  I 
am  there,  the  safer  I  hope  we  shall  all  be  here." 

He  then  returned  to  the  three  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  sterling,  demanded  by  the  King;  unparted  to 
them  the  happy  issue  of  Colonel  Fletcher's  conferences 
with  the  Five  Nations ;  and  again  recommended  una- 
nimity and  despatch,  smce  it  might  contribute  to  the 
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disappointment  of  those,  who  had  bi^  sought  the  ruin 
of  their  young  country. 

The  assembly  returned  a  short  but  affectionate  and 
respectful  answer,  afta*  which  they  (x^esented  an  ad- 
dress  to  hun,  consbting  of  twenQr-one  articles ;  the 
first  desiring,  that,  on  his  dq)arture  for  England,  due 
care  be  taken,  he  might  be  represented  there  by  per- 
sons of  integrity  and  considerable  known  estates,  who 
might  have  full  power  and  authcxiQr,  not  only  to  grant 
and  confirm  lands,  &a,  but  to  compensate  short  and 
resume  over  measure ;  the  second,  that  he  would 
grant  them  such  an  instrument,  as  might  absolutely 
secure  and  defend  the  fi-eemen  of  the  i»x>yince,  by 
them  represented,  in  their  estates  and  properties,  fit>m 
hunsel^  his  heirs,  and  assigns  (ot  ever,  or  any  cbum- 
ing  under  him,  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  also  to  clear 
all  Indian  purchases  and  others ;  and  the  last,  that  the 
bill  of  property,  passed  at  Newcastle,  might  be  insert- 
ed in  the  charter,  with  such  amendments  as  should  be 
agreed  on. 

To  each  of  the  whole  twenty-one  he  returned  a 
special  answer;  and  to  the  three  recited,  those  that 
foUow.  ^  To  the  first ;  I  shall  appoint  those  in  whom 
I  can  confide,  whose  powers  shall  be  suffktent  and 
public  for  the  securi^  of  all  concerned,  and  I  hope  they 
shall  be  of  honest  character  without  just  exception,  to 
do  that  which  is  right  between  you  and  me.  [It  is 
strange  the  crown  should  not  be  so  much  as  mention- 
ed.] To  the  second ;  much  of  it  is  included  in  my 
answer  to  the  first ;  however,  I  am  willing  to  execute  a 
public  instrument  or  charter  to  secure  you  m  your  prop- 
erties, according  to  purchase  and  the  law  of  iHX)perty 
made  lately  at  Newcasde,  excepting  some  corrections 
and  amendments  absolutely  necessary  therein.  And 
to  the  last;  I  agree  that  the  law  of  property  made  at 
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Newcastle  shall  be  inserted  in  the  charter  with  requi- 
site amendments.'^ 

How  short  these  expressions  fdl  of  his  speech  is 
obvious ;  nor  is  it  any  honor  to  himself  or  his  laws, 
that  the  latter  stood  in  need  of  so  many  amendments, 
and  that  the  freemen  found  reason  to  think  they  could 
not  take  too  many  precautions  to  secure  themselves 
against,  him^ 

To  these  answers  of  the  goremor,  the  assembly 
returned  as  many  replies,  most  of  them  expressing 
their  acceptance  and  acknowledgments ;  and  the  mat- 
ter of  the  first,  bemg  at  all  times  equally  reasonable, 
deserves  to  be  particulariy  remembered,  to  wit,  **that 
the  commissioners  thou  art  pleased  to  promise,  be  in- 
vested with  fuU  and  complete  pawer^  and  be  obliged 
by  some  clause  in  the  commission  to  act  without  refu* 
sal  or  delay,  according  to  the  full  and  public  powers 
thereof;  and  that  it  would  please  thee  to  nominate  the 
persons  to  the  assembly.'' 

The  gov^nor,  on  the  other  hand,  whether  out  of 
artifice  or  complaisance  is  hard  to  say,  would  have 
induced  them  to  name  his  substitute  themselves ;  but 
they  as  artificially  or  complaisandy  excused  themselves, 
saying  diey  did  not  pretend  to  the  knowledge  neces- 
sary for  such  a  nomination,  and  that  they  desired  to 
leave  it  to  the  governor's  pleasure. 

While  the  charter  of  privileges  was  under  consider- 
ation, the  late  breach  between  the  members  of  the 
province  and  those  of  the  territory  was  again  opened, 
and  soon  grew  wider  than  ever. 

The  territory  men  were  for  obtaining  some  pow^*s 
or  rights  peculiarly  favorable  to  themselves,  which  the 
others  thmking  unreasonable,  were  not  willing  to  allow ; 
and,  not  being  able  to  carry  their  point,  the  members 
for  the  territory  left  the  House. 
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^  The  proprietary  interposed  his  authcHtty  to  bring 
about  an  accommodation,  and  for  the  present  (Mfevailed* 
But  the  same  spirit  of  animosity  stiB  remained ;  and 
what  with  the  hurry  the  goYemor  was  in  to  set  sail, 
and  what  with  the  warm  dispute  which  arose  between 
him  and  the  assembly  ccmceming  the  allowance  to  be 
made  to  such  as  had  defectire  measure  in  their  hands, 
the  remamder  of  a  session,  so  plausibly  opened,  and 
m  which  the  constituticm  was  to  be  finsJIy  settled,  was 
soured  with  expostulations  and  reproaches,  even  to  the 
last  moment  of  it ;  and  the  goremor  and  his  freemen 
at  last  parted  like  pec^  who  were  equally  glad,  they 
had  made  so  much  o^  and  were  now  to  be  separated 
from,  each  other. 

And  thus  the  course  of  time  has  brought  us  to  that 
frame  or  system,  which,  in  subordination  to  the  royal 
charter,  is  at  present  the  rule  of  government  in  Peim- 
i^vania. 

In  May,  1700,  the  former  had  been  surrendered 
mto  the  hands  of  die  governor,  by  six  parts  m  seven 
of  the  assembty,  under  the  solemn  promise  of  restitu- 
tion, with  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  should 
be  found  necessary. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1701,  when  the  governor 
was  so  near  his  departure  that  it  might  almost  be 
said  he  had  one  foot  on  board,  this  |HX)mise  was  made 
good ;  the  council,  the  assembly  (the  provincial  part 
o(  it,  that  is  to  say),  and  several  of  the  principal  inhab- 
itants of  Philadelphia  attendmg. 

The  Charter  of  Privileges  granted  by  William  Penn, 
Esquire,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  and  Territo- 
ries, this  important  instrument  is  called ;  and  the  main 
purport  of  it  is  as  foUows,  to  wit ;  "  that,  because  no 
people  could  be  truly  happy,  tiiough  under  the  greatest 
enjoyment  of  civil  liberties,  if  abridged  of  the  fi-eedom 
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of  their  coBsdenoes,  as  to  their  reH^ous  profiessioa 
and  worship,  no  inhabitant,  confessing  and  acknowl- 
edging me  ahnighty  God,  and  professmg  himself  ob- 
liged to  live  quiet  under  the  civil  government,  should 
be  in  any  case  molested  or  prejudiced  in  person  or 
estate;  that  aU  persons  professing  to  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  worid,  proqiising,  when  re- 
quired, allegiance  to  the  King,  and  taking  catam  attests 
by  a  certain  provmcial  law  provided,  should  be  capa- 
ble to  serve  the  government  either  legii^tively  or  ex- 
ecutively; that  an  assraably  should  be  yearly  chosen 
by  the  freemen,  to  consist  of  four  persons  out  of  each 
county,  of  most  note  for  virtue,  wisdom,  and  ability ; 
or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  governor  and  assembly 
should  so  agree,  upon  the  first  of  October  for  ever,  and 
should  sit  oa  the  14th  following,  with  power  to  choose  a 
speaker  and  other  their  officers,  to  be  judges  of  the  quali- 
fications and  elections  c^  their  own  members,  sit  upon 
their  own  adjournments,  appcnit  committees,  p'epare 
bills,  impeach  crimmals,  and  redress  grievances,  with 
all  other  powers  and  privileges  of  an  assembly,  accord- 
mg  to  the  rights  of  the  freeb(Hii  subjects  of  England, 
and  the  customs  observed  m  any  d*  the  King's  planta- 
tions in  America ;  that  two  thirds  of  the  fiieemen  so 
diosen  should  have  the  full  pow^  of  the  whole ;  that 
the  sfidd  fi^eemen  in  each  respective  county,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  he  electing  representatives,  might 
choose  a  double  number  of  persons  to  present  to  the 
governor  iqc  sheriffs  and  coroners,  to  serve  for  three 
years,  if  so  long  they  should  behave  themselves  weQ, 
out  of  whom  the  governor  was  to  nominate  one  ioc  each 
office,  provided  his  nomanaticni  was  made  the  third  day 
after  presentment,  otherwise  the  person  first  named  to 
sare,  and,  in  case  of  death  or  defisoilt,  the  governor 
to  suppty  the  vacancy ;  that  three  persons  should  be 
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nominated  by  the  justices  of  the  respective  counties,  out 
of  whom  the  governor  was  to  select  one  to  serve  (ot  clerk 
of  the  peace,  within  ten  days,  or  otherwise  the  place  to 
be  filled  by  the  first  so  nominated ;  that  the  laws  of  the 
government  should  be  in  this  style,  to  wit,  ^By  the 
gavemaTj  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  free- 
men  in  general  assembly  met ;  *  that  all  criminals  should 
have  the  same  privileges  of  witnesses  and  council  as 
their  prosecutors ;  that  no  person  should  be  obliged  to 
answer  any  complamt,  matter,  or  thing  whatsoever, 
relatmg  to  property^  before  the  governor  and  council, 
or  in  any  other  place  but  in  ordmary  course  of  justice, 
unless  in  appeals  according  to  law ;  that  the  estates  of 
suicides  should  not  be  forfeited;  that  no  act,  law,  or 
ordinance  whatsoever  should  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
made  or  done  to  alter,  change,  or  diminish  the  form  or 
efiect  of  this  charter,  or  of  any  part  or  clause  therem, 
according  to  the  true  mtent  and  meaning  thereof  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  and 
six  parts  in  seven  of  the  assembly  met ;  that  the  first 
artide  relatmg  to  liberty  of  conscience  should  be  kept 
and  remam  without  any  alteration  inviolably  (oc  ever; 
that  the  said  William  Penn,  for  himself^  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  did  thereby  solemnly  declare,  grant,  and  con- 
firm, that  neither  he,  his  heirs,  nor  assigns  should  pro- 
cure oc  do  any  thing  or  things  whereby  the  liberties, 
in  this  charter  contained  and  expressed,  nor  any  part 
thereof,  should  be  infiinged  or  broken,  and,  that  if  any 
thing  should  be  procured  and  done  by  any  perscm  or 
persons  contrary  thereto,  it  should  be  held  of  no  force 
or  effect** 

Thus,  though  much  remamed  of  the  first  institution, 
much  was  taken  away.  The  people  had  no  Icmger 
the  election  of  the  council ;  consequendy  all  who,  for 
the  fixture,  were  to  serve  m  that  capacity,  were  to  be 
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nominated  by  the  gov^nor,  consequently  were  to  serve 
oa  what  terms  he  pleased.  Instead  of  haying  but  three 
voices  in  seventy-two,  he  was  left  single  in  the  ex* 
ecutive,  and  at  liberty  to  restrain  the  legislative  by 
refusing  his  assent  to  their  bills  whenever  he  thought  fit 

On  the  other  hand,  the  assembly,  who  at  first  could 
not  propound  laws,  though  they  might  amend  or  reject 
them,  were  put  in  possession  of  that  privilege;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  there  was  much  more  room  for  ac- 
knowledgments than  complaints. 

How  much  soever  the  governor  had  grown  upon  Mr. 
Penn,  and  how  much  soever  his  concern  for  others  had 
worn  ofi^,  when  raised  to  a  sphere  above  them,  it  is  plain 
he  had  not  forgotten  his  own  trial,  nor  the  noble  com- 
mentary upon  Magna  Charta,  which,  m  his  tract,  called 
"The  People's  Ancient  and  Just  Liberties  Asserted,** 
he  had  up<m  that  occasion  made  public,  wherein  he 
says ; 

**  There  were  but  two  sorts  of  government ;  will  and 
power,  or  condition  and  contract  That  the  first  was 
a  government  of  men,  the  second  of  laws.  That  uni- 
versal reason  was  and  ought  to  be,  among  rational 
beings,  universal  law ;  that,  of  laws,  some  were  funda- 
mental and  immutable,  some  temporary,  made  for  pres- 
ent convenience,  and  for  convenience  to  be  changed. 
That  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were  oi  all  laws 
most  abhorrent  of  will  and  pleasure ;  and,  that  till 
houses  should  stand  without  their  own  foundations,  and 
Englishmen  cease  to  be  Englishmen,  they  could  not 
be  cancelled,  nor  the  subjects  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  them.** 

Such  as  it  was,  by  the  fi'eemen  of  the  province  it 
was  thankfully  accepted,  but  by  those  of  the  territory 
unanimously  declined ;  and  in  this  divided  condition  this 
new  Lycurgus,  as  Montesquieu  calls  him,  teft  them. 
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Andrew  Hamilton,  Esquire,  (not  the  celdbrated  bar- 
rister of  that  name)  was  the  person  appointed  to  be  his 
substitute ;  and  the  principal  effort  d*  his  administra* 
tiod  was  to  bring  about  a  reunion,  which  bemg  at 
length  found  impracticable  (the  territory  men  still  per- 
sisting m  their  refusal  of  the  charter),  the  provmce,  in 
yirtue  of  dbe  charter,  daimed  a  separate  representative  of 
their  own,  whidi,  in  point  of  number  was  fixed  at  eight 
members  for  each  of  the  three  counties,  and  two  (or 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  now  so  constituted  by  the 
proprietary's  special  charter;  and,  after  duly  qualifying 
themselves  according  to  law,  their  first  resolution  was, 

**  That  the  representatives  or  delegates  of  the  fi-ee- 
hdders  of  this  provmce,  according  to  the  powers  grant- 
ed by  the  proprietary  and  governor  by  his  charter, 
dated  the  eighdi  day  of  October,  Anno  Domini  1701, 
may  meet  in  assembly  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Octo^ 
ber,  yearly,  at  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  govonor  and  council  for  the  time 
bebg,  and  so  continue  <m  their  own  adjournments  bom 
time  to  time  during  the  year  of  their  service,  as  they 
shall  find  occasion,  or  think  fit,  for  preparing  of  bills, 
debating  therecHi,  and  voting,  in  order  to  their  being 
passed  into  laws ;  appointing  committees,  redressing 
of  grievances,  and  iDQf)eaching  of  criminals^  as  they 
idmll  see  meet,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  of  the  as- 
semblies of  this  province  and  territories  have  hitherto 
at  any  time  done,  or  might  legally  do ;  as  eflfectually, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  any  of  the  neighbouring 
governments  under  tl^  crown  of  England  have  power 
to  do,  accordmg  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  free 
bom  subjects  of  England,  keepuig  to  the  rules  and 
prescriptions  of  the  Parliament  of  En^^iand,  as  near  as 
may  be,  respecting  the  infancy  of  the  govaiunent  and 
the  capacities  of  the  people ;  and  that  the  said  assrai*- 
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biy,  as  often  as  the  governor  for  the  time  being  shall 
require,  attend  on  him  in  order  to  legislation,  and  to 
answer  all  other  just  ends  of  assemblies  on  any  emer- 
gencies or  reasons  of  state,  but  shall  not  be  subject 
at  any  time  to  be  by  him  adjourned,  prorogued,  or 
dissdved." 
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CHAPTER    III. 

John  Evans  succeeda  Hamilton.  Controveray  between  him  and  the  Ab> 
sembly.  Nine  several  Heads  of  Complaint  entered  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  Assembly,  as  the  Groond  of  a  Representation  to  the  Proprietary. 
The  Remainder  of  that  Representation.  A  Copy  of  it  demanded  by 
the  Governor  and  refused  by  the  Assembly.  The  Governor  censures 
the  Proprietary's  Charter  of  Property.  The  Draftsman's  Defence 
of  it  The  Governor  declares  the  Proprietaiy's  high  Resentment  of 
the  Assembly's  Representation.  The  Assembly's  Reply.  The  Gov- 
ernor refers  to  the  Charter  of  Privileges  as  the  only  Rule  of  Govern- 
ment The  Assembly  complain  of  Infractions  made  in  it  Their 
Representation  to  the  Proprietary  against  the  Governor.  Logan  im- 
peached by  the  Assembly,  and  skreened  by  the  Governor.  A  unan- 
imous vote  of  thanks  to  the  Proprietary  for  recalling  Evans.  General 
View  of  Gookin's  Government    Assembly's  Character  of  Themselves. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  when  John  Evans, 
Esquire,  appomted  deputy-governor  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hamilton,  arrived  in  the  province  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1704. 

What  his  comnussion  and  mstructions  were  does  not 
appear;  but,  having  convened  the  representatives  both 
of  the  province  and  territories,  to  meet  him  at  the  same 
time  in  hi3  council-chamber,  he  affected  to  be  surpris- 
ed at  finding  them  in  separate  states,  said  her  Majesty 
considered  them  as  one  entire  government,  and  earn- 
estly pressed  them  both  to  come  to  an  amicable  agree- 
ment, not  without  msinuation,  that  neither  of  them 
would  otherwise  be  in  a  condition  to  act  at  all. 

The  provincials,  in  return,  intimated,  that  they  should 
be  heartily  glad  of  a  farther  union  with  the  territories 
if  it  could  be  obtamed  without  prejudice  to  their  con- 
stitution or  to  their  charter ;  said,  those  of  the  territory 
had  been  the  occasion  of  insertmg  that  clause  in  their 
charter  by  which  they  had  been  enabled  to  act  separ- 
ately ;  made  professions  of  so  much  good-will  and  good 
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ndghboorhood  as  might  prevent  all  inconveniences  from 
their  separation ;  that  they  had  appointed  a  committee 
to  confer  with  them,  &c. 

Conferences  were  accordingly  c^ned  betwe^i  the 
two  Houses,  which  produced  two  papers,  one  torn  the 
territory  members,  not  over  ingenuous  in  its  contents, 
offoing  now  to  recdve  the  charter  they  had  tiU  then 
rejected,  and  to  cooperate  with  those  of  the  province ; 
and  the  other,  a  reply  from  the  provincials,  charging 
them  virith  mconsistency,  and  declaring,  that,  seemg  they 
were  by  their  fcntnal  rdusal  necessitated  to  form  them- 
selves into  a  distinct  assembly,  and  were  now  estab- 
lished acc(Hdingly,  it  was  not  in  their  power,  as  they 
concaved,  without  a  violation  of  the  clmrter  and  trust 
reposed  in  them,  to  entertam  any  expedient  to  recon- 
cOe  their  request  of  a  unicm  with  the  said  charter,  &c. 

Thus  all  negotiation  on  this  head  came  to  an  end, 
and  the  provincials  w&e  already  in  disgrace  with  their 
new  governor,  for  showing  so  little  regard  to  his  re* 
conunendatioiL 

A  bill  to  confirm  thdr  charter,  and  some  proceedings 
to  correct  the  exorbitances  of  the  proprietary  land- 
office,  rendered  them  yet  fkrther  obnoxious ;  and  they 
also  were  in  their  turns  exasperated  by  some  intem- 
perate censures  passed  on  their  proceedings  by  one  of 
the  govemor^s  coimciL 

Nor  was  this  all;  the  bill  to  confirm  their  charter, 
&C.  was  sent  back,  with  such  amendments  as  appeared 
to  the  House  destructive  to  the  present  constitution, 
and  for  that  reason  drew  from  them  the  folbwmg  unan- 
imous resolutions  and  address  founded  thereon ;  to  wit, 

**  Resolved,  that  what  is  proposed  for  amendment  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  pages  of  Ae  bill  will  render  the 
said  charter  useless  and  meffectual,  and  bring  an  odium 
upon  the  pn^rietary,  who  granted  this  instead  of  other 
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charters,  wherein  were  larger  and  greater  privileges 
granted  to  the  first  adventurers  and  purchasers  of  kmd 
in  this  province,  which  they  expected  (as  it  viras  their 
undoubted  right)  to  enjoy,  as  well  as  the  lands  they 
bought;  therefore  this  House  cannot  admit  of  those 
amendments ;  because  they  are  also  destructive  to  the 
present  constitution,  by  which  the  representatives  of 
the  fi:ee  people  of  this  provmce  are  now  assembled, 
and  are  resolved  to  assert  and  maintain. 

*^  Resolved,  that  the  method  of  passing  bills  by  the 
governor  should  be  adjusted  and  setded ;  but  whether 
the  governor  thinks  fit  to  be  in  council  or  not,  at  the 
passing  of  bills,  is  submitted  to  him. 

^  Resolved,  that  it  is  mconsistent  with  the  late  King's 
letters  patent,  and  the  said  charter  of  privileges,  that 
the  council  (as  now  chosen)  should  have  a  share  in 
the  legislation,  unless  it  be  when  the  government  is 
m  the  council ;  which  this  House  agrees  may  be  upon 
the  death  of  the  governor,  unless  other  provision  be 
made  by  the  govemor-m-chief ;  and  that  a  clause  may 
be  added  to  the  bill  for  that  purpose." 

"  To  JoH5  Evans,  Esq,,  Lieutenant-Governor,  &c. 

"The  !iddress  of  the  Assembly  of  the  said  Province, 
sittmg  at  Philadelphia,  the  twelfth  Day  of  August, 
1704, 

"In  all  humble  manner  showeth, 
"That  this  assembly,  having  taken  mto  their  serious 
consideration  the  matters  yesterday  debated  in  the  con- 
ference, relatmg  to  the  proposed  amendments  to  the 
bill  entitled,  'An' act  for  removing  and  preventing  all 
questions  and  disputes  concerning  the  convening  and 
sitting  of  this  Assembly,'  &c.  as  also  for  confirmation 
of  the  charter  of  privileges,  do  find  nothing  advanced 
that  can  reconcile  the  said  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution of  our  charter,  and  thereupon  do  come  to  this 
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iresdve,  That  to  admit  of  the  power  of  dissolution  or 
prort^tion  in  the  governor  wUl  manifestly  destroy  or 
frustrate  the  elections  setded  by  the  charter,  which  is  a 
{>erpetual  writ,  supp(xted  by  the  l^islative  authority 
of  this  government,  and  will  make  way  for  elections 
by  writs  grounded  upon  a  prerogative,  or  rather  a  pre- 
emmence,  which  the  proprietary  and  his  deputy  are 
by  charter  debarred  to  resume. 

**  But  to  take  off  the  jealousies  that  may  arise  upon 
that  part  of  the  charter  and  bill,  which  empowers  us 
to  sit  upon  our  own  adjournments,  we  are  willing  to 
settle  and  limit  the  times  of  adjournment  and  sitting, 
and  in  order  thereunto  propose  to  the  governor, 

« That  a  clause  be  added  to  the  aforesaid  bill,  that 
the  time  of  the  assembly's  sittmg  from  the  fourteenth 
of  October,  yeariy,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  days,  un- 
less the  governor  for  the  time  being  and  assembly 
shall  agree  to  a  longer  time;  and  the  adjournment 
from  that  time  shall  not  be  less  than  three  months; 
and  so  for  every  time  of  sitting,  and  every  adjourn- 
ment within  the  year,  respectively.'' 

The  return  to  this  was  as  follows ;  viz. 

"From  the  Governor  in  Council  to  the  Assembly." 

**The  governor,  upon  the  best  advice  he  can  have 
upon  the  pomt  of  dissolution  and  prorogation,  cannot 
be  of  opinicm,  that  the  proprietary  has  granted  away 
that  power;  and  that  therefore  it  is  very  unsafe  for 
him  to  do  it.  He  is  very  unwilling  to  have  any  mis- 
understandmg  with  the  assembly,  and  shall  always  be 
inclinable  to  make  things  easy  in  this,  as  well  as  other 
pomts,  and  desires  to  leave  it  till  further  directions  can 
be  had  from  England,  to  which  he  thmks  it  b  fit  the 
matter  should  be  referred ;  and  in  the  mean  time  re- 
commends to  the  assembly,  to  proceed  to  the  des- 
patch of  such  other  busmess  of  impcHlance  as  lies 
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before  tfaem^  and  the  exigencies  of  the  govemmest 
necessarily  require ;  and  to  which  the  of^KKriunity  now 
presented  to  them  ought  to  myite  and  encourage  dieoL" 

And  this  was  the  rejomder  of  the  Assembly. 

^  To  John  Evans,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Governor,  &c. 

''The  Address  of  the  Representatives,  &c. 
"Humbly  showeth, 

''That  we  have  taken  into  our  serious  consideration 
thy  writtra  message  yesterday,  raiting  to  the  bill  fior 
confirmation  of  the  charter  of  privileges,  &c. 

"And  smce  the  pomts  of  dissolution  and  proroga- 
tion are  by  thee  asserted,  and  the  power  of  this  as- 
sembly to  sit  upon  their  own  adjournments,  first  brought 
into  question  by  the  council  in  Octob^  last,  whid^ 
occasbned  us  to  proceed  thus  far  in  explaining  and 
settling  our  constituticm  by  charter,  we  conceive  we 
cannot  saf(^  let  it  drop  at  this  time  (and  remain  dis- 
putable) without  violation  of,  or  injuiy  to,  our  said 
present  c(Histituti(m ;  and  consequendy  it  will  not  be  so 
proper  to  proceed  to  the  despatch  of  other  afl^rs  of 
importance  before  us,  whilst  our  foundation  remains 
unsettled. 

"That,  allowing  what  erne  of  the  members  of  coun- 
dl  who  came  with  the  message  was  pleased  to  ob- 
sere  to  us,  that  the  proprietary  had  not  given  away 
the  power  of  dissolution,  &c.  by  the  charter  [in  ex 
press  words},  yet  that  it  could  not  be  mtended  to  be 
reserved  by  him,  seems  evident  to  us  {(X  the  follow-* 
ing  reas(His; 

"First,  because  it  could  at  no  thne  be  put  in  prac- 
tioe,  without  fiustrating  the  very  dedgn  of  the  grant, 
that  we  should  have  an  annual  standing  assembly. 

"Secondly,  that  whenever  a  dissohition  should  hap 
pen,  the  governor  not  being  capable  to  caD  a  new 
Me  by  writ,  as  the  same  member  of  council  rightly 
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obseired,  the  remaining  part  of  that  year  the  province 
must  be  destitute  of  an  assembly^  and  the  governor  of 
power  to  call  one,  whatever  commands  from  the  crown 
or  other  extraordinary  occasions  may  happen,  unless 
(as  the  said  member  was  pleased  to  observe)  by  some 
such  means  as  would  need  the  power  of  a  subsequent 
assembly,  to  confirm  all  that  they  should  have  occa- 
sion to  act  or  do. 

"Thirdly,  that  the  proprietary,  m  the  preamble  of 
this  present  charter,  having  been  pleased  to  remember 
and  acknowledge  his  promise  made  to  the  assembly 
upon  the  delivery  of  the  former  charter,  that  he  would 
either  restore  us  that  or  another  better  adapted  to  our 
circumstances ;  therefore,  in  assurance  of  his  good  and 
^cere  mtentions,  this  charter  must  be  such  a  one. 

"  Fourthly,  by  the  former  constitution,  it  is  very  plain 
there  could  be  no  dissolution,  because  the  same  mem- 
bers of  assembly,  and  no  others,  were  liable  to  be 
called  at  any  time  vnthin  the  year;  and,  in  many  years' 
experience,  no  inconveniency  found  to  arise  diereby; 
nor  was  that  any  controverted  pdnt  between  the  pro- 
prietary and  the  people,  for  the  rectifying  whereof 
another  charter  was  thought  necessary,  but  other  mat- 
ters not  unknown  to  some  of  the  council 

"Fifthly,  and  lastiy,  as  a  clear  proof  that  the  pro- 
prietary never  mtended  to  reserve  the  power  of  dis- 
solution, it  may  be  remembered,  that  at  the  close  of 
the  sessions  of  assembly,  in  the  year  1701,  when  the 
members,  bemg  then  chosen  by  writs,  requested  a 
dissolution,  the  proprietary  answered,  he  would  not  do 
it ;  nor  could  he  answer  it  to  the  crown,  to  leave  the 
province  vnthout  a  standing  assembly. 

"Upon  the  whole,  we  take  leave  to  inform  thee, 
that,  smce  this  assembly  (having  long  waited  in  hopes 
of  the  passing  of  this,  vrith  other  bills  lymg  before  thee,) 
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is  modi  straitened  in  time,  the  season  of  the  year  ur- 
gently calling  most  of  the  members  from  their  atten- 
dance, and  conddering  the  goremor's  great  mdisposi* 
iioa  is  an  obstmction  of  business,  and  that  another 
decdon  is  now  near  at  hand ;  that  it  is  the  indination 
and  desire  of  this  House,  that  all  other  business  might 
be  waived  till  the  meeting  of  the  next  assembly,  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  governor  would  be  favor- 
ably pleased  further  to  consider  the  aforesaid  pomts.'' 

Impelled  also  to  discharge  their  minds  in  full  to  the 
I»t>prietary  himself  they  agreed,  mm.  cofL^  to  nine  sev- 
eral heads  of  complamt,  which  were  entered  in  their 
mmutes  as  fdlow,  to  wit; 

^  First,  that  the  proprietary,  at  the  first  settlmg  of 
this  province,  promised  large  privileges,  and  granted 
several  charters  to  the  people;  but  by  his  artifices 
brought  them  all  at  his  will  and  pleasure  to  defeat 

**  Secondly,  that  dissolution  and  prorogaticm,  and 
calling  assemblies  by  his  writs,  empowered  by  his  com- 
mission to  his  present  deputy,  and  his  ord^^  to  his 
former  deputies  and  commissioners  of  state,  dre  con- 
trary to  the  sud  charters. 

^Thirdly,  that  he  has  had  great  sums  of  money 
last  time  he  was  here,  for  negotiating  the  confirma- 
tion of  our  laws,  and  for  makmg  good  terms  at  home 
for  the  people  of  this  province,  and  ease  his  fiiends 
here  of  oaths,  &c ;  but  we  find  ncme  of  our  laws  are 
confirmed,  nor  any  relief  agamst  oaths,  but  an  order 
beta  the  Queen  to  require  oaths  to  be  admmist^ied, 
whereby  the  Quakers  are  disabled  to  mt  in  courts. 

^  Fourthly^  that  there  has  been  no  surveyor-general 
since  Edward  Pennington  died,  but  great  abuses  by 
surveyors,  tod  great  extwtions  by  them  and  the  other 
oflicers  concerned  m  pn^)^y,  by  reason  ct  the  pro- 
prietary's refusmg  to  pass  that  law  proposed  by  the 
assembly,  m  1701,  to  regulate  fees,  &c 
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"FiWJy,  that  we  fffe  like  to  be  rraiedUess  in  every 
tlupg  thaA  be  bftdi  not  particularly  gr8ttted»  or  made 
express  provision  fior ;  because  the  present  deputy  eafla 
it  a  great  bard^dbip  upon  hkn,  and  90ini^  of  tbe  Corn- 
ell urge  it  as  absurd  and  unreasonable  to  deaire  or 
expect  any  ^arg^nent  or  explanation  by  binit  of 
what  the  proprietary  g^'anted. 

^Sixdi)y»  that  we  are  also  left  r»iediles9  in  this, 
that»  when  we  are  wronged  and  opf)reased  about  our 
dvil  rigbtd  by  the  pn^etary,  we  cannot  have  jus- 
ticcr  done  us ;  because  the  clerk  of  the  court,  being  of 
his  own  puttasg  in,  reuses  to  make  out  any  process ; 
and  the  justices,  by  and  before  whom  our  causes  against 
bin  idiouki  be  tried,  are  of  hia  own  ai^Kwitment,  by 
means  wh^«of  he  becomes  Judge  in  his  own  case, 
which  is  against  natural  equity* 

^Sei^eitfhly,  that  sherifis  and  other  officers  of  tibe 
greatest  trust  in  this  government,  which  the  proprie- 
tary hath  eonunissionated,  being  mra  of  no  visible  es- 
Wes ;  and  if  any  of  th^m  have  given  security,  it  was 
to  himself;  ao  that  the  people,  whom  .these  officers 
have  abused  and  defrauded,  can  reap  ^o  h&aeBt  of 
auch  securiQr. 

^Eighthly,  tibat  although  the  commissioners  of  prop*- 
erty  ha'Vfe  power  by  their  commission  to  make  satis^ 
iacticm,  where  people  have  not  their  full  quantity  of 
land  aceordmg  to  their  purdiaae,  yet  diey  n^lect  and 
dday  doing  right  in  doiat  behalfl 

^No^y,  &at  we  diaige  the  proprietary  not  to  sur- 
r^der  the  govemmwt,  taking  notice  of  the  inlima- 
ti<m  he  hnd  g^esa  of  making  terms,  ^uu,  and  let  him 
UAderstand  how  vice  grows  of  hHta" 

And  they  ondeoed  a  rq)r^sentaiion  to  be  dmwn  up 
consequent  thereto,  and  sent  by  the  first  opportuni^. 

Part3  ^  this  are  almady  before  w;  and,  as  « 
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suggestion  was  afterwards  made,  that  it  contained  oihet 
matter  than  was  comprehended  in  the  articles,  the  re- 
mainder deserves  to  be  inserted  here. 

^That,  upon  thy  being  restored  to  the  goyemment, 
thou  required  thy  lieutenant  to  goyem  us  acc(Nrding  to 
charter,  which,  by  reason  of  Fletcher's  interruption,  be- 
came unpossible  before  thy  ord^^  reached  us,  and  so 
the  government  fell  under  great  confusion  again.  Nor 
was  the  admmistration  of  thy  propriety  much  better 
managed,  because  thou  put  some  in  ^at  commission 
with  whom  the  rest  would  not  act;  and  at  last  the 
office  of  property  and  surveyor-general  came  to  be  shut 
up,  and  thou  kept  them  so  whilst  thou  sdd  lands  to 
the  value  of  about  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and 
gave  thy  warrants  in  En^and  for  surveying  the  said 
land,  and  also  got  great  tracts  of  land  laid  out  or  se- 
cured for  thyself  and  relations,  besides  several  valuable 
parcels  which  should  have  been  laid  out  for  the  pur- 
chase, but  were  reserved  by  thy  surveyonsf,  whether 
for  thee  or  themselves  we  know  not;  however  thou 
s^propriated  those  lands  to  thyself  by  the  name  <^ 
concealed  lands,  whereas  in  truth  they  were  concealed 
fit)m  the  purchasers,  who  were  to  have  their  lands  laid 
out  contiguous  one  to  another,  and  no  vacancies  left  be- 
tween them ;  and  thou  wast  to  have  only  thy  tenth,  as 
it  fell,  according  to  the  concessions  thou  made  with  thy 
first  adventurers ;  and  if  thou  took  it  not  up  so,  Jt  was 
thy  own  (not  their)  fault,  but  the  other  was  a  mani- 
fest injury  to  many  of  them,  as  above  declared. 

**  That  upon  thy  last  arrival  here,  after  all  the  hard- 
ships and  dissq[)pointments  we  had  labored  under,  we 
hoped  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  thy  former  promises  and 
engagements;  but,  mstead  of  that,  we  found  thee  very 
full  of  resentment,  and  many  of  our  applications  and 
addresses,  about  our  just  rights  and  properties,  were 
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answered  by  recriminations  oc  bitter  invectives;  and 
we  found  that  the  iiaJse  insinuations  and  reproaches, 
that  our  adversaries  had  cast  upon  the  province,  with 
respect  to  false  trade  and  harbouring  pirates,  had  made 
so  great  an  impression  upon  thee,  that  thou  rather 
believed  them  than  thy  hcmest  friends. 

^And  when  thou  ent^^d  upon  legislation,  thou  wast 
pleased  to  repeal  all  the  laws  that  w^^  made  in  Col- 
onel Fletcher^s  time,  which  were  approved  by  the 
King  or  Queen,  as  we  were  informed,  and  as  some 
of  us  gathered  by  the  account  thou  gave  of  them,  viz., 
that  Chancellor  Somers  had  sent  {or  thee  to  know 
what  thou  had  to  object  against  any  of  those  laws; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  (oc  thee,  none  of  them  had 
passed,  or  words  to  that  eflfect.  And  not  only  so,  but 
the  people  bemg  mmded  to  surrender  the  said  second 
charter  upon  thy  promise  to  give  them  a  better  in  li^i 
o{  it,  and  under  pretence  of  passing  an  act  for  con- 
firming and  securing  their  lands,  &a,  thou  obtained 
liberty  to  re-survey  all  the  lands  m  the  province,  and 
to  bring  the  people  to  terms  {ot  the  overplus ;  so  that 
by  this  stratagem,  the  warrants,  surveys,  and  new  pa- 
tents cost  the  people  as  much,  and  to  some  more, 
than  the  &st  purchase  of  their  lands,  besides  their 
long  attendance  upon  thy  secretary  and  surveyors  to 
have  their  business  done ;  but  before  thoo  would  pass 
that  act,  it  must  be  accompanied  with  an  unpost  or 
excise,  and  a  two  thousand  pound  bH  besides.  And 
aU  this  thou  esteemed  but  inccmsiderable^  when  thou 
compared  it  with  the  vast  diarge  thou  had  been  at, 
in  the  administration  and  defence  oi  this  government, 
flkce  the  year  1682,  though  we  know  thy  stay  here 
at  first  coming  was  not  above  two  years,  but  went 
home  about  the  d^erence  between  thee  and  Baltimcn^ 
concerning  the  bounds  of  the  Lower  Counties,  and  did 
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not  return  till  the  year  1699,  excusmg  thy  stay  by  thy 
service  to  the  nation  of  England  in  general,  and  to 
thy  friends  there  m  particular,  (as  appears  by  thy  let- 
ters from  time  to  time,)  whilst  the  interest  of  this  prov- 
ince was  sinking,  which  might  have  been  upheld  by 
the  many  wealthy  persons  that  were  inclined  to  trans- 
port themselves  here,  after  the  rout  of  Monmouth,  if 
thee  had  then  come  over  according  to  thy  repeated 
promises.  And  how  far  thy  stay  has  either  effected 
what  thou  went  about,  or  contributed  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  mhabitants  here  in  their  just  rights  and 
liberties  and  properties,  we  leave  thee  to  demonstrate, 
and  the  world  to  judge.  In  the  mean  time,  we  desire 
thee  to  consider  better  what  to  place  to  the  account 
of  this  province ;  and  do  not  forget  that  no  part  of  thy 
pretended  charges  was  expended  in  paying  some  of 
those  who  acted  under  thee,  in  the  admmistration  here, 
one  of  whom,  viz.  Thomas  Lloyd,  served  thee  in  that 
station  about  nine  years  of  thy  absence,  which  thou 
leaves,  it  seems,  for  the  country  to  discharge. 

^  That  after  thou  had  managed  these  pomts,  and 
was  sent  for  to  England,  thou  granted  the  third  char- 
ter of  privileges,  by  which  we  are  now  convened ;  as 
also  a  charter  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  signed  a  charter  of  property,  but  refused  to  order 
thy  seal  to  be  affixed  thereunto,  till  thou  had  advised 
upon  it  in  England ;  nevertheless,  thou  promised  under 
thy  handy  that  thou  would  confirm  the  first  part  of  it 
relating  to  tides  of  land,  but  thou  sent  thy  order,  un- 
der hand  and  seal,  dated  within  six  months  after,  to 
countermand  the  sealing  thereof. 

'^That,  after  the  laws  were  completed  for  raising  all 
the  said  taxes  and  imposts,  thou  proposed,  that,  if  thy 
friends  would  give  thee  a  sum  of  money,  thou  prom- 
ised to  negotiate  their  affairs  at  home  to  the  best  ad- 
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vantage,  and  endeavour  to  procure  the  approbation  of. 
our  laws  and  a  general  exemption  from  oaths.  We 
find  that  considerable  sums  have  been  raised  by  way 
of  subscription  and  benevolence  for  that  service ;  part 
thou  received  before  thou  went,  and  more  have  been 
received  since  by  thy  secretary;  but  we  had  no  ac- 
count that  our  laws  are  approved,  nor  had  we  as 
much  as  a  letter  from  thee,  nor  any  other  intimation, 
but  by  thy  secretary's  letters,  which  he  thought  fit 
to  communicate  by  piecemeals,  whereby  we  under- 
stand, that  thou  hast  been  making  terms  for  thyself 
and  family.  And,  by  what  we  gather,  thou  hast  been 
upon  surrendering  the  government ;  nor  are  thy  fiiends 
here  eased  of  oaths,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  order 
fix)m  the  Queen,  requiring  oaths  to  be  administered  to 
all  persons  who  are  wilUng  to  take  them  in  all  judi- 
catures, whereby  the  people  called  Quakers  are  disa- 
bled to  sit  m  courts. 

"  That,  by  the  last  charter  of  privileges,  thou  estab- 
lished an  annual  election  of  representatives  for  assem- 
bly, and  that  they  should  contmue  and  sit  upon  their 
own  adjournments;  yet,  by  thy  commission  to  thy 
present  deputy,  John  Evans,  thou  did,  m  a  direct  op- 
position to  the  said  charter,  give  him  power,  not  only 
to  call  assemblies  by  his  writs,  but  to  prorogue  and 
dissolve  them  as  he  should  see  cause;  and  also  re- 
served to  thyself,  though  in  England,  thy  final  assent 
to  all  bills  passed  here  by  thy  deputy.  We  suppose 
thou  hast  not  forgot,  that  what  rendered  the  former 
charter  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable,  was  •chiefly, 
that  Colonel  Fletcher's  interruption  had  extinguished 
the  rotation  of  the  council,  and,  next  to  that,  the  pro- 
posals of  laws  by  the  council,  m  presence  of  the  gov- 
ernor; as  also  the  mstability  of  the  Lower  Counties, 
which  we  had  before  experience  of,  and  whose  result 
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.  was  ihea  doubted,  as  hath  since  happened.  But  that 
annual  standing  assemblies,  liable  only  to  the  dismis- 
sion and  call  of  the  governor  as  occasion  required,  was 
never  found  an  inconveniency,  nor  assigned  as  a  reason 
for  changmg  the  said  former  for  the  present  charter; 
and,  should  that  of  dissolution  be  introduced,  it  would 
frustrate  the  ccxistitution,  because,  if  a  dissolution  should 
happen,  the  province  might  be  a  great  part  of  the 
year  without  an  assembly,  and  the  governor  without 
power  to  call  one,  whatsoever  commands  from  the 
crown,  or  othar  occasions,  may  happen;  for  that  the 
election  being  fixed  by  charter,  which  is  in  nature  of 
a  p^petual  writ,  and  has  the  authority  of  a  law,  if  it 
could  be  superseded  by  the  govanor^s  writ,  which  is 
but  an  act  of  state,  and  merely  temporary,  it  would 
be  of  pernicious  consequence  to  the  province  as  well 
as  thyself;  and  of  this  thou  seemed  very  sensible, 
when,  being  desired  by  the  assembly,  upon  the  close 
of  the  session  in  the  year  1701,  to  dissolve  them, 
(being  then  called  by  writs,)  thou  UM  them,  thou 
wouldst  not  do  it,  for  that  thou  couldst  not  answer  to 
the  crown  to  leave  the  province  without  a  standing 
assembly. 

^That,  as  the  exemption  from  any  dissdution  or 
prorogation  seems  to  be  an  mseparable  consequent  of 
thy  grant,  as  well  as  our  constant  practice  upon  the 
former  charter,  which  this  was  by  thy  promise  to  ex- 
ceed, so,  upon  an  attempt  made  by  the  council  to  pro- 
rogue us  in  October  last,  we  have  thought  it  our  duty 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  ascertainmg,  explaining,  and  set- 
tling our  {H^sent  constitution;  which  we  havmg  pre- 
sented to  thy  deputy  fcH-  his  assent,  he  findmg  that 
the  power  of  dissolution  and  prorogation  is  not  m  ex- 
press words  granted  away  by  charter,  as  also  the  in- 
conveniency thereof  with  his  said  commission,  after 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OF  PENNSYLVANIA-  173 

several  conferences  th^^eupon,  had  with  hun  and  his 
council,  he  thought  fit  to  advise  us  to  f(H*bear  the  far* 
ther  pressing  it,  till  we  should  hear  from  thee ;  there- 
fore, he  being  unwillmg  to  pass  the  said  bill  by  us 
judged  so  necessary,  and  the  very  foundation  of  our 
present  constitution,  we  could  not  think  it  proper  to 
proceed  to  perfect  any  other  business,  whilst  that  re- 
mained unsettled.  Nor  do  we  suppose  any  thing 
will  be  done  in  legislation  eith^  by  the  present  or 
succeeding  assemblies,  till  the  difficulties  we  labor  un- 
der herem  be  removed,  either  by  thy  speedy  order,  or 
by  thy  deputy  vnthout  it,  seemg  to  proceed  upon  other 
matters  would  be  to  raise  a  superstructure  before  the 
foundation  were  well  laid ;  nor  do  we  look  upon  it  very 
advisable  for  us  to  proceed  far  in  legislation,  until  thou 
repeals  those  parts  of  thy  lieutenant's  commission,  re- 
lating to  prorogation  and  dissolution  of  assemblies,  for 
the  reasons  before  given,  as  also  concemmg  thy  final 
assent  to  laws,  which  we  conceive  to  be  very  unrea- 
sonable in  itself,  and  a  great  abuse  and  violation  of  our 
omstitution,  that  thou  should  ofier  to  put  three  nega- 
tives upon  our  acts,  whereas  by  our  first  charter  we 
had  none  but  that  of  the  crown ;  and  how  thou  gamed 
another  to  thyself  we  have  before  showed  thee,  but 
now  to  bring  us  under  three  seems  a  contrivance  to 
I»x>voke  us  to  complam  to  the  Queen,  that  thou  art  not 
efiectually  represented  here,  and  make  that  a  motive 
for  her  to  take  us  under  her  immediate  care  and  pro- 
tection, which  would  make  thy  surrender  in  some 
measure  our  act,  which,  if  thou  should  do  without  the 
ccmsent  of  the  landholders  and  inhabitants  of  this  prov- 
mce  first  obtained,  would  look  too  much  like  treachery. 
"That  it  appears,  by  several  petitions  now  before 
us,  that  very  great  abuses  have  been  and  are  put  upon 
the  inhabitants,  and  extortions  used  by  thy  secretary, 

o* 
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surveyors,  and  other  o&e&rSj  concerned  in  jmperty  as 
well  as  courts,  which  might  have  been  prevented  or 
soon^  remedied,  had  thou  been  [deased  to  pass  the 
bMl  proposed  bj  the  assembly  m  the  year  1701  to 
regulate  fees ;  as  also  the  vi^ant  of  a  surveyor-generalt 
which  is  a  great  injury  and  dissatisfetction  to  the  peo- 
pie,  as  is  likewise  the  want  of  an  established  judicature 
for  trials  between  thee  and  die  peq)le.  For  if  we 
exhibit  our  complaints  against  thee,  or  those  who  rep* 
resent  thee  in  state  or  property,  they  must  be  deter- 
mined by  or  before  justices  of  thy  own  appointment; 
by  which  means,  thou  becomes,  in  a  l^al  sense,  judge 
in  thy  own  cause,  which  is  against  natural  equity. 
Theref<n«  we  pn^pose,  that  a  man,  learned  m  the  laws 
of  England,  may  be  commissioned  by  the  Queen,  to 
determine  all  matt^is,  idierein  thy  tenants  have  just 
cause  to  complain  against  thee,  thy  deputies,  or  com- 
imssioners ;  or  eke  restore  the  people  to  the  privilege 
of  electing  judges,  justices,  and  other  officers,  accord* 
ing  to  the  direction  of  the  first  charter,  and  mtent  ci 
the  first  adv^tura^  and  as  the  people  of  New  Eng* 
land  have,  by  King  William's  charter.  That  thy  commis* 
sioners  of  property,  are  very  unwfflmg  to  n»ke  good 
the  deficiencies  of  those  lands  thou  hast  been  many 
years  ago  paid  for  (though  thou  gave  them  power  so 
to  do),  and  so  great  is  the  difficulty  and  trouble  to  get 
satisfaction  in  this  particular,  that  it  is  better  for  cme 
to  forego  his  right,  than  wait  on  and  attend  die  com* 
missioners  about  it,  unless  the  quantity  wantmg  be 
very  great 

^We  have  many  other  dungs  to  represent  to  thee 
as  grievances ;  as  thy  unheard-of  abuses  to  thy  pur* 
diasers,  &C.,  in  pretending  to  give  them  a  town,  and 
dien,  by  imposiDg  unconsdonable  quit-rents,  makes  it 
mcftse  by  ten-fold  than  a  purchase  would  have  been ; 
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also  the  abuse  about  tbe  bank,  and  want  of  commcHi 
to  the  town,  and  not  only  so,  but  the  very  land  the 
town  stands  on  is  not  cleared  of  the  Swedes'  claims. 
^  These  are  the  chief  heads,  which  we  thought  fit 
at  this  time  to  lay  before  thee,  earnestly  intreating  thy 
serious  consideration  of  them,  and  that  thou  will  now 
at  last,  afl^  we  have  thus  long  endured  and  groaned 
under  these  hardships  (which  of  late  seem  to  be  mul- 
tiidied  upon  us),  endeavour,  as  £ar  as  in  thee  lies,  to 
retrieve  thy  credit  with  us  thy  poor  tenants  and  fellow- 
subjects,  by  redressmg  th^e  aggrievances,  especially 
in  getting  our  laws  ccmfinned,  and  also  to  be  eased  of 
oaths,  and  giving  positive  orders  to  thy  deputy  to  unite 
heartily  with  us  upon  our  constitution;  and  that  the 
charta*s  thou  granted  us  for  city  and  country  may  be 
expluned,  settled,  and  confirmed  by  law.  And  we 
further  intreat,  that  effectual  care  be  taken  for  the  sup- 
pressing of  vice,  which,  to  our  great  trouble  we  have 
to  acquamt  thee,  is  more  rife  and  common  amongst  us 
smce  the  airival  c^  thy  deputy  and  son,  especially  of 
late,  than  was  ev^  known  before.  Nor  are  we  capa- 
ble to  suppress  it,  whilst  it  is  connived  at,  if  not  en- 
couraged by  authority,  the  mouths  of  the  more  sober 
magistrates  being  stopped  by  the  said  late  order  about 
oaths,  and  the  governors  licensing  ordmaries  not  ap- 
proven  by  the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  roast  chiefly  ruled  by  such  as  are  none  of  the 
most  exemplary  (or  virtuous  conversatk)n.  Thy  positive 
orders  in  the  premises,  vnll  be  absdutely  necessary 
to  thy  deputy,  who  diinks  it  unreasonable,  and  a  great 
hardship  on  him,  to  give  sanction  to  laws  explanatory 
of  thy  grants,  or  to  do  any  thing  by  way  of  enlarge* 
ment  or  confirmation  of  aught,  save  what  is  partku- 
Jariy  and  expressly  granted  by  thee,  it  being  by  some 
of  his  council  urged  as  an  absurdity  in  us  to  expect ; 
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and  we  desire  that  thou  would  otder  the  licensing  of 
ordinaries  and  taverns  to  be  by  the  justices,  according 
to  thy  letter  dated  m  September,  1697;  and  we  hope 
we  need  not  be  more  express  in  chargmg  thee,  as 
thou  tenders  thy  own  honor  and  honesty,  or  the  obli- 
gations thou  art  under  to  thy  friends,  and  particularly 
thy  first  purchasers  and  adventurers  into  this  province, 
that  thou  do  not  surrender  the  government,  whatsoever 
terms  thou  may  by  so  domg  make  for  thyself  and  fami- 
ly, which  we  shall  deem  no  less  than  a  betraying  us, 
and  at  least  will  look  like  first  fleecing,  then  selling; 
but  rather  use  thy  utmost  interest  with  the  Queen,  to 
ease  us  in  the  premises ;  and  i^  after  thy  endeavours 
used  to  keep  ihe  government,  it  be  per  farce  taken 
fix)m  thee,  thou  will  be  the  clearer  in  the  sight  of  God, 
and  us  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  thy 
province,  who  are  thy  real  fiiends  and  well-wishers, 
as  we  hope  is  evident  in  that  we  have  dealt  thus 
plainly  with  thee." 

It  was  but  natural,  that  such  a  paper  as  this  should 
deeply  afiect  those  it  was  levelled  against,  and  that  it 
should  operate  diiferendy  on  persons  difierently  made 
and  diiferendy  situated. 

Those,  best  acquamted  with  the  necessiQ^  of  keep- 
ing the  first  principles  of  government  ever  before  their 
eyes,  and  the  danger  of  admitting  the  least  departure 
fix)m  them,  could  not  but  be  pleased  with  the  plain 
and  firm  language  of  this  remonstrance ;  while  those, 
apt  to  be  so  dazzled  with  the  outside  of  things,  that 
they  were  mcapable  of  lookmg  into  their  contents,  were 
as  much  softened  with  concern  for  the  &ther  and  foun- 
der of  their  community,  and  consequendy  inclined  to 
thmk  hun  hardly  dealt  by  in  it 

There  is  something  m  connexion  and  dependence 
which  gives  a  secret  bias  to  all  we  think  and  wish,  as 
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well  as  what  we  say ;  and  in  all  disputes  tbis  must  be 
duly  aQowed  for  on  both  sides. 

Seven  persons  some  of  them  of  the  council,  made 
their  application  by  petition  to  the  next  assembly  for 
a  copy  of  it,  but  were  flatly  refused ;  and  eren  when 
the  governor  himself  in  very  high  language  required  it, 
they  were  immovable  as  before. 

Willmg  as  they  might  be  to  redaun  the  proprietary 
to  a  due  sense  of  his  first  obligations,  they  might  be 
equaUy  unwilfing  tOs  expose  him;  and,  agreeable  to 
this,  the  assembly  of  1706-7,  in  one  of  their  remon- 
strances to  the  governor,  say,  "  that,  hopmg  the  bill  of 
courts  then  in  dispute  would  have  put  an  end  to  some 
of  the  grievances  they  had  several  years  groaned  un- 
der, they  had  hitherto  forborne  publicly  to  remonstrate ; 
choosing  rather  to  provide  remedies  iot  things  amiss 
than  to  complain  of  them."  Some  concern  they  might 
also  be  under  for  themselves;  thdr  ascendency  was 
precarious ;  it  depended  on  the  good- will  of  numbers ; 
and  the  infirmity  of  nature  above  touched  upon,  might 
happen  to  operate  more  powerfully  m  the  people,  than 
the  consideration  of  justice  and  safety  to  themselves 
and  their  posterity.  The  province,  at  this  time,  had 
m(n^over  their  reasons,  on  account  of  oaths,  a  militia, 
&C.,  to  apprehend  some  mconveniency,  if  they  fell  un- 
der the  immediate  government  of  the  crown,  and  there- 
fore did  not  care  to  break  with  the  proprietary  entirely. 

Nor  was  it  long  before,  by  partial  and  indirect  prac- 
tices, such  as  both  influencmg  and  awing  the  electors 
(&cts  publicly  charged  on  the  instruments  of  govern- 
ment by  the  assembly  of  1706-7),  that  the  gover* 
nor  obtamed  both  an  assembly  and  a  speaker,  aknost 
as  complaisant  as  he  could  wish.  Nor  ought  it  to  be 
forgot,  that  his  successor  Gookin  obtained  such  another 
in  the  year  1710. 

YOL.  III.  23 
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In  all  matters  of  public  concern,  something  pers<Hial 
will  mterfere.  Thus  we  find,  during  this  turbulent 
period,  two  names  fi^quently  occur,  as  opposites  in 
principle  and  purpose,  and  the  oracles  of  their  respec- 
tive parties,  to  wit ;  David  Lloyd,  speaker  of  the  as- 
sembly, and  James  Logan,  secretary  to  the  governor 
and  council 

Logan  insults  the  members  of  the  assembly  sent 
torn  the  House  on  a  message  to  the  governor.  The 
House  resent  it,  complam  of  it,  airaign  his  conduct  in 
office,  and  proceed  against  him  as  a  public  delinquent 
The  governor,  on  the  other  hand,  conceives  an  insu- 
perable aversion  to  the  speaker,  points  him  out  to  the 
public  as  an  interested,  factious,  dangerous  person,  treats 
him  arrogantly  at  two  several  conferences,  and  complains 
of  the  House  for  not  abandoning  him  to  his  resentments. 

Thus  heat  kmdled  heat,  animosity  excited  animosity, 
and  each  party,  resolvmg  to  be  always  in  the  right, 
were  often  both  m  the  wrong. 

By  the  way  this.  —  And  it  is  necessary  stiD  to  add, 
that  all  this  while  the  chsfrter  of  prwUeges  and  that  for 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  that  of  property, 
remamed  unconfinned  at  home;  and  the  people  were 
plainly  told  by  Evans,  that,  till  both  the  proprietary  and 
his  governor  were  put  upon  proper  estabUsfments^  they 
were  not  to  expect  the  fruits  of  his  favor  and  pro- 
tection. 

The  last  of  those  charters,  the  said  governor,  in  one 
of  his  p24;>ers,  was  pleased  to  style  a  tedious  bill  of 
property,  fitted  so  entirely  to  the  people's  mterest,  and 
with  so  little  regard  to  die  proprietary,  that  it  seemed 
strange  how  reasonable  men  could,  without  confusion, 
offer  it ;  and,  in  another,  he  discourses  of  it  as  a  project 
of  the  speaker's  to  incorpwate  the  whole  province,  and 
take  away  near  the  whole  power  out  of  the  hands 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OF   PENNSYLVANIA.  179 

of  the  proprietary  and  goyemor,  and  lodge  it  in  the 
people. 

To  which  the  assembly  replied  m  the  remaricable 
words  following; 

"And  as  to  what  b  said  concemmg  the  charter  pre- 
pared at  the  proprietary's  departure,  the  draftsman 
has  assured  us,  that  no  project  or  power  is  comprised 
in  that  charter  but  what  was  the  proprietary's  direction, 
perused  and  corrected  by  his  cousin  Parmiter,  before 
it  was  engrossed,  and  afterwards  signed  by  himself; 
but  whether  the  proprietary  designed  thereby  to  re- 
verse the  method  of  the  government  according  to  an 
English  constitution,  and  establish  a  republic  in  its 
stead,  or  leave  the  people  to  struggle  with  the  Queen's 
governors,  which  he  then  expected  would  be  the  con- 
sequence of  the  bill  then  moving  in  Parliament  agamst 
proprietary  governments,  the  draftsman  cannot  tell ; 
but  he  well  remembers,  that  the  proprietary  told  him, 
that  he  held  himself  obliged  to  do  what  he  could  to 
confirm  his  tenants  in  their  lands  and  prq)erties,  and 
give  them  all  the  powers  he  could,^  as  he  was  lord 
of  this  seignory,  and  much  more  to  that  effect." 

And  now,  to  finbh  on  the  head  of  the  representa- 
tion, which  throws  so  much  light  on  the  first  foundation 
of  this  colony,  what  afterwards  passed  in  the  assembly 
concerning  it,  candor  requires  should  here  be  subjoined. 

"But  what,"  says  Governor  Evans,  "I  must  not  be 
silent  m,  is,  that  he  (the  proprietary)  highly  resents 
that  heinous  mdignity  and  most  scandalous  treatment 

*  '^  William  Biles  acquainted  this  House,  that  Nathaniel  Puckle  had 
a  letter  irom  the  proprietaiy  to  be  communicated  to  several  persons  here, 
encouraging  them  to  insist  upon  the  'privileges  of  their  charter  and  laws, 
and  not  tamely  give  them  up;  and  instanced  what  advantage  it  had  been 
to  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  other  proprietary  gov- 
ernments, to  assert  their  rights,"  &c.  —  VoUm  of  Msembly,  for  August 
Slst,  1704. 
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be  was  met  with  in  the  letter,  directed  not  only  to 
himself,  but  also  to  be  shown  to  some  other  persons 
disaffected  to  bun,  in  the  name  oi  the  assembly  and 
people  of  this  province,  of  which  I  have  fSwtnerly  de- 
manded a  copy,  but  was  then  denied  it,  under  pretence 
(when  it  was  too  late)  that  it  should  be  recalled  If 
Aat  letter  was  the  act  of  the  people,  truly  represented, 
he  thinks  such  proceedings  are  sufficient  to  cancel  all 
obligations  of  care  over  them ;  but,  if  done  by  particular 
persons  only,  and  it  b  an  iiiqx)Sture  in  the  name  of 
the  whole,  he  expects  the  country  will  purge  them- 
selves, and  take  care  that  due  satisfaction  be  given 
him/* 

The  reader  will  observe,  that  the  letto^  is  not  com- 
plamed  of  as  scandalous,  because  of  its  falsehood^  bat 
because  of  its  freedom,  in  which  it  must  be  understood 
consists  the  mdignity. 

And  the  assembly's  reply  was  as  foQows; 

^  As  to  the  representation  or  letter  sent  to  the  pro- 
prietary by  order,  or  in  the  name  of  the  farmer  assem- 
bly, which  he  takes,  it  seems,  as  an  indignity,  and 
resents  it  accordmgly ;  it  not  having  been  done  by 
this  House,  but  being  the  act  (or  in  the  name)  of  a 
farmer,  as  we  are  not  entided  to  the  affitmt,  tf  amy 
be^  neither  are  we  concerned  m  answering  it ;  our 
part  is  only  to  lament  (as  we  really  do)  that  there 
should  be  true  occasion  for  such  representadcm ;  or, 
if  none,  that  it  should  be  offered  to  our  pn^etary, 
whom  we  both  love  and  honor;  and,  therefore,  we 
hope  his  obligations  of  care  ova*  us  imd  the  pe(^  of 
this  province  by  no  such  means  shall  be  cancelled." 

That  this  man's  government  should  be  one  continued 
brcnl,  from  the  beginnmg  of  it  to  the  end,  is  proof  suf- 
ficient, that  Mr.  Penn  left  his  frame  at  least  in  a  very 
imperfect  state. 
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Nor  were  the  people  themselves  msensible  of  it,  nor 
more  backward  to  declare  their  sentiments  concerning 
it,  than  of  the  other  parts  of  his  conduct 

Eyans,  for  example,  havmg  made  use  of  the  follow- 
mg  clause  in  one  of  his  papers  to  the  assembly,  to  wit ; 

"The  governor,  at  his  arrival,  found  the  people  pos- 
sessed of  a  charter,  by  virtue  of  which  the  present  as- 
sembly now  sits,  containing  the  fromt  of  government, 
settled  solemnly,  as  he  has  reason  to  believe,  between 
the  proprietary  and  the  people,  because,  by  the  sub- 
scription, it  is  said  to  be  thankfidly  accepted  of  by  the 
assembly  then  sitting,  and  was  signed,  not  only  by  the 
proprietary,  but  by  the  speaker  of  the  assembly,  in  the 
name  of  all  those  of  the  provmce  (as  it  is  affirmed) 
who  were  then  present,  and  unanimously  consenting, 
and  is  farther  witnessed  by  the  council ;  diis,  therefore, 
ought  fully  to  conclude.  For,  if  the  people  could  allege 
that  any  Amg  more  was  their  due,  it  ought  at  that  time 
to  have  been  fixed  and  settled,  the  assembly  then  sit- 
ting, as  the  governor  is  infonned^  havmg  fully  con- 
sidered and  debated  it;  or,  if  any  demands,  which  it 
is  imagined  might  further  have  been  made,  were  not 
then  granted,  the  governor  cannot  think  it  proper  for 
him  to  intermeddle  or  to  concern  himself  farther  than 
by  virtue  of  the  filing's  letters  patent  to  the  proprietary, 
and  the  proprietary's  commission  to  him,  with  her  Ma- 
jesty's royal  approbation,  to  govern  according  to  that 
charter,  and  the  laws  m  force,''  &c 

The  assembly  thus  replied; 

"  As  to  the  present  charter,  which  the  governor 
found  in  bemg  at  his  arrival,  though  it  he  far  short  of 
an  English  constitution,  yet  even  that  has  been  violated 
by  several  inroads  made  upon  it ;  and  if  the  governor 
cannot  grant  the  just  and  reasonable  demands  of  the 
people's    representatives    agreeable   with    an    English 

VOL.  in.  p 
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establishment,  there  b  cause  to  conchide,  that  the  pro- 
prietary is  not  fidhf  represented  here;  and,  howerer 
the  charter  was  received,  yet  it  was  not  with  such 
unammity  as  is  alleged,  because  dtntnttfn^  of  former 
privileges ;  neither  was  it  prq)ared  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  but  done  in  great  hmteJ* 

^  We  are  not  striving  for  grants  of  power^  but  what 
are  essential  to  the  administration  of  justice,*  and 
agreeable  to  an  English  constitutbn ;  and,  if  we  have 
not  been  m  possession  of  this  these  twasty-four  years, 
we  know  where  to  place  the  fault,  and  shall  only  say, 
it  is  high  time  we  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  rights.'' 

And,  lasdy,  the  said  assembly,  having  drawn  up  two 
several  remonstrances  to  die  proprietary,  recitmg  the 
particulars  of  their  grievances  and  corophonto  agamst 
the  said  governor,  took  occasion  m  the  last  of  them, 
dated  June  10th,  1707,  to  express  themsdves  as  follows ; 

**  We,  and  the  people  we  represent,  bemg  stiH  gritr^ 
ed  and  oppressed  with  the  male-admmistration  and  prac- 
tices of  thy  deputy,  and  the  31  carriage,  unwarrantable 
proceedings,  and  great  exactions  of  thy  secretary,  are 
like  to  be  destroyed  by  the  great  mjustice  and  arbitrary 
oppressi(ns  of  thy  evO  mmisters,  who  abuse  the  powers 
given  thee  by  the  crown,  and  we  suppose  have  too 
much  prevsuled  upon  thee  to  leave  us  hkherto  without 
relief. 

^That  the  assembly  which  sat  here  on  the  26th  of 
the  sixth  month,  1704,  agreed  upon  c^tam  heads  or 
particulars,  which,  according  to  the  order  of  that  day, 
were  drawn  up  in  a  representation,  and  was  signed  by 
the  speaker,  and  sent  thee  by  a  passenger  in  Jdm 
Guy's  brigantme,  who  was  taken  into  France,  it»n 

*  The  goreraor  had  rejeeted  the  hill  prc^^oied  bj  the  useB^^I/  ftr 
eetahliflhing  courts  of  justice,  &.c^  and  had  done  it  by  an  ordmanet  of  his 
own. 
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whence  the  same  representation  was  conyeyed  to  thy 
hands;  whereby  thou  art  put  in  mind,  upon  what  score 
the  purdiasers  and  first  adventurers  embarked  with 
thee  to  [dant  this  colony,  and  what  grants  and  promises 
thou  made,  and  the  assurance  and  expectations  thou 
gare  them  and  the  rest  of  the  settlers  and  inhabitants 
of  this  province  to  enjoy  the  privileges  derived  from 
thy  own  grants  and  concessions,  besides  the  rights  and 
freedoms  of  England ;  but  how  they  were  disappraited 
in  several  respects,  appears,  in  part,  by  the  said  vep* 
resentation,  to  which  we  refer,  and  become  supplicants 
for  relieC  i^ot  only  in  matters  there  complained  o^  which 
are  not  yet  redressed,  but  also  m  things  then  omitted, 
as  well  as  what  have  been  lately  transacted,  to  the 
j^vous  q[)pres3ion  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  and  public 
scandal  of  this  government 

^  We  are  much  concerned,  that  thou  conceived  such 
displeasure  as  thou  did  against  that  assemUy,  and  not 
in  afi  this  time  vouchsafe  to  show  thy  readiness  to  rec* 
tify  those  things  which  they  made  appear  were  amiss ; 
nor  hast  thou  showed  thy  particular  objecticHis  to  the 
bills,  which,  with  great  care  and  charge,  were  then 
prepared,  for  confirming  thy  charters  to  this  city  and 
country,  respecting  both  privileges  and  property,  and 
for  settling  the  affirmation  instead  of  oaths.  But,  on 
the  othar  hand,  we  found,  to  our  great  disappomtment, 
that  thou  gave  credit  to  wrong  insinuaticms  against 
them,  as  appears  by  thy  letter  fix)m  Hyde  Park,  dated 
the  twenth-sixth  of  the  twdfth  month,  1704-5,  where- 
in thou  treated  some  particulars  very  unfiiendly,  and 
without  any  just  grounds  blamed  die  people's  r^ 
resentatives,  w1k>»  we  perceive  by  their  proceedings, 
were  ready  to  support  the  government  under  thy  ad^ 
ministration,  and  desired  nothing  but  to  have  their  just 
rights,  privileges,  and  prc^perdes  confirmed,  die  judi- 
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catories  regulariy  established,  the  magistracy  supplied 
with  men  of  virtue  and  probity,  and  the  whole  consti* 
tution  so  framed,  that  the  people  called  Quakers  might 
have  a  share  with  other  Christian  peqple  in  the  govern- 
ment, which  thou  always  gave  them  an  expectation  <£, 
and  which  they  justly  claim  as  a  point  of  right,  not  f<^ 
the  sake  of  honor,  but  for  the  suppressmg  of  vice,  &c.^ 

To  wade  through  the  whole  of  this  provincial  con- 
troversy, which,  at  several  reprisals,  lasted  till  Gookin 
was  superseded  in  the  year  1717,  and  replaced  by 
William  Keith,  Esquire,  (afterward  Sir  William  Keith, 
Baronet),  would  be  a  task  of  great  prolixity,  and  what 
consequendy  might  prove  as  tedious  to  the  reader  as 
laborious  to  the  writer. 

Enough  has  been  recited,  to  show  upon  what  terms 
Mr.  Penn  was  first  followed  by  his  flock,  as  a  kind  <^ 
patriarch  to  Pennsylvania ;  as,  also,  what  failures  in  his 
conduct  towards  them  were  complamed  of  by  them; 
and,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  seve*al  assemblies,  which, 
in  the  several  periods  of  this  interval,  mamtabed  this 
controversy,  a  bare  perusal  of  their  proceedings  is  in 
general  sufficient  for  their  justification. 

Men  they  were;  passions  and  interests  they  conse- 
quently had ;  and,  if  they  were  sometimes  carried  away 
a  litde  too  far  by  them,  it  is  obvious  the  passions  and 
interests  of  others  woriced  up  the  ferment  first,  and 
never  relented  to  the  last 

It  is  true,  an  over  rigid  performance  of  conditions  is 
not  to  be  expected  cf  government,  and  seldom  can  be 
exacted  from  it ;  but  then,  if  the  representative  part  is 
not  tenacious,  almost  to  a  fault,  of  the  rights  and  claims 
of  the  people,  they  will  in  the  course  of  time  lose  their 
very  pretensions  to  them. 

Against  Logan,  the  proprietary's  minister,  stand  ypon 
record,  still  unanswered,  thhteen  articles  of  malversationi 
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by  way  of  impeachment^  which  the  goremor  (Evans) 
found  means  to  evade,  against  die  repeated  offers  of 
the  assembly  to  produce  their  witnesses  and  fasten  their 
proofs  npon  him;  and,  agamst  the  governor  himself^ 
twelve  in  the  shape  of  remonstrances,  which  argue  him 
loose  in  principle,  arbitrary  in  disposition,  and  scanda- 
lous in  his  private  life  and  deportment 

So  unpopidar  was  he,  that  a  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  proprietary  was  passed  on  his  being 
removed,  almost  before  his  £sm^  for  he  was  stBl  a  resi* 
dent  among  them ;  and  as  he  had  been  Logan's  screen, 
so  his  successor,  Gookin,  was  litde  better  than  Logan's 
toed.  The  first  had  the  name,  die  latter  die  power; 
and,  by  the  help  of  the  council,  spurred  him  on,  or 
remed  him  in,  as  he  pleased. 

Both  w^re  necessitous^  ccmsequendy  craving  tiiLe; 
and  having  each  considered  himself  firat,  and  the  pro* 
{Hietary  next,  h&d  litde  consideration  left  for  the  crown, 
and  none  at  all  for  the  people. 

If  Evans  adventured  to  act  m  many  respects  as  if 
there  was  neither  charter  nor  assembly,  or,  rather,  as 
if  he  was  authorized  by  his  commission  to  do  what  he 
pleased  in  contempt  of  both,  (as  appears  by  his  arbi- 
trary dismission  of  one  assembly  merely  because  they 
could  not  be  brought  to  obey  his  dictature,)  Grookin,  after 
his  example,  and  at  the  instance  of  Logan,  declared 
another  assembly  to  be  no  assembly,  and  refused  to  hold 
any  further  correspondence  with  them.  And  yet,  when 
he  was  on  the  point  of  being  recalled,  he  was  both 
mean  enough  and  desperate  enough  to  convene  the 
assembly,  purposely  to  make  them  this  laconic  proposi- 
tion, viz.  ^*  That  for  the  litde  time  he  had  to  stay,  he 
was  ready  to  do  the  country  all  the  service  he  could ; 
and  thsLt  they  might  be  their  aton  carverSy  in  case  tl^ey 
woidd  in  some  measure   provide  for  his  gomg  badL 

VOL.  m.  24  p* 
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to  seek  anothar  employment;''  oi  which,  however,  thej 
made  no  other  use  than  to  gratify  him  with  a  present 
cS  two  hmidred  pounds. 

Lastly,  that  the  reader  may  have  a  gen&dl  idea  of 
those  assemblies,  represented  in  proprietary  language  as 
so  refractory  and  turbulent,  so  pragmatical  and  assum- 
ing, let  him  accept  of  a  passage  out  of  one  of  diear 
own  papers  to  Governor  Evans,  in  which  they  thus 
characterize  themselves.  ^^And  though  we  are  mean 
men,  and  represent  a  poor  colony,  yet  as  we  are  the 
immediate  grantees  of  one  branch  of  the  legislative 
authority  of  this  province,  (which  we  would  leave  to  om 
posterity  as  free  as  it  was  granted,)  we  ought  to  have 
been,  and  do  expect  to  be,  more  civilly  treated  by  hhn 
that  claims  the  other  branch  o(  the  same  authori^,  and 
under  the  same  rojral  grant,  and  has  his  support  from 
us  and  the  people  we  r^resenf 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

A  Proprietary  Governor  a  wretched  Thing.  Aitfbl  Conduct  of  Governor 
Keith.  Penn's  Death.  The  Province  left  in  the  Hands  of  Tiuateea 
Logan,  one  of  those  Tnisteea,  obtains  a  Mi^joiity  in  the  Council  against 
the  Governor.  Logan  makes  a  Voyage  to  England,  and  returns  with 
Private  InstructionB  to  Keith.  A  Breach  between  the  Governor  and 
the  Speaker.  The  Province  in  a  State  iji  TsanquMlity  for  nine  Years 
under  his  Administration.  Pennsylvania  easy  to  be  governed,  if  well 
governed.  Private  Instructions  from  the  Proprietary  in  two  several 
Instances  declared  void.  The  Proprietaries  the  sole  Puichasen  of 
Indian  Lands.  The  People  at  the  s<^  Expense  of  Indian  Aflbin. 
Paper  Money  first  issued  in  Pennsylvania.  Precaotions  taken  to 
secure  it  from  Depreciation.  Room  left  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Province  for  SelMefence,  by  Force  of  Arms,  though  the  Use  of  Arms 
was  not  consistent  with  the  Princi|des  of  Quakers. 

It  is  by  this  time  apparent  raough,  that,  though  the 
proprietary  and  popular  interests  spring  fix)m  one  and 
the  same  source,  they  divide  as  they  descend;  that 
every  proprietary  goyemor,  for  this  reason,  has  two 
masters,  one  who  gives  him  his  commissicMi,  and  one 
who  gives  him  his  pay ;  that  he  is  on  his  good  beha- 
viour to  both ;  that  if  he  does  not  fulfil  with  rigor  every 
proprietary  command,  however  injurious  to  the  prov- 
ince or  dSensive  to  the  assembly,  he  is  recalled ;  that 
if  he  does  not  gratify  the  assembly  in  what  they  think 
they  have  a  right  to  daim,  he  is  certain  to  live  in  per- 
pebial  broils,  though  uncertain  wheth^  h€  shall  be 
enabled  to  live  at  all ;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  to  be 
a  goYemov  upon  such  terms  is  to  be  the  most  vn^tch- 
ed  thing  alive* 

Sir  William  Keith  could  not  be  ignorant  df  this ; 
and,  therefore,  howevar  he  was  nistructed  here  at 
home,  either  by  his  pincipal  or  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
resolved  to  govern  himself  whea  he  came  upon  the 
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spot,  by  die  goyeming  interest  there ;  so  that  his  ad- 
mmistration  was  wholly  different  fix>m  that  df  his  two 
predecess(»^ 

With  as  particular  an  eye  to  his  own  particular  emd- 
ument^  he  did  indeed  make  his  first  address  to  the 
assembly ;  but  then  aM  he  said  was  m  pqmlar  lan- 
guage ;  he  did  not  so  much  as  name  the  prqMietaiy ; 
and  his  hints  were  such  as  could  not  be  misunderstood, 
that,  in  case  they  would  pay  Um  wdl,  he  would  serve 
ihem  weB. 

The  assembly,  on  the  other  hand,  had  sense  enough 
to  discern,  that  this  was  all  vrbich  could  be  required 
of  a  man  who  had  a  family  to  mamtain  with  some  de- 
gree of  splendor,  and  who  was  no  richer  than  planta- 
tion goyemors  usually  are;  in  sdiort,  they  believed  in 
him,  were  liberal  to  him,  and  the  returns  he  annually 
made  them  were  suitable  to  die  confidence  they  placed 
in  hun ;  so  that  the  proper  operation  of  one  master*^ 
spring  kept  the  whole  machine  of  government,  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time,  in  a  more  consistent  motion 
than  it  had  ever  known  before. 

Of  aD  pditical  cemesits,  reciprocal  interest  is  the 
strongest;  and  the  subject's  money  is  never  so  wel 
disposed  of,  as  m  die  maintenanoe  <3i  order  and  tran- 
qufflity,  md  the  purchase  o(  good  laws ;  for  which 
fididties  Keidi'a  administration  was  deserved^  memo* 
rable. 

Under  proprietaiy  disfdeasure,  however,  by  die  resent* 
ment  and  artifice  of  Logan,  die  proprietary  secretary, 
excited  and  aggravated  by  some  n^eets  and  wisfakea 
of  his  own,  he  sunk  at  last ;  after  what  manner,  it  may 
not  be  altogether  unus^ul  to  intfanate* 

When  Afr.  Pran  died,  in  the  year  1718^  he  left  his 
hold  of  die  proviBce  (which  was  much  mcumbered,  by 
a  mortgage  on  one  himd,  and  by  a  trani^  of  it  to  the 
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crown  for  ten  thousand  pounds,  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived two  thousand  pounds,  on  the  oth^,)  m  the 
hands  of  trustees,  namely,  his  widow,  Henry  Gould- 
ney,  Joshua  Gee,  and  his  all-sufficient  secretary  Logan. 

The  difficulties  thus  resting  in  his  family  were  rery 
wdl  known  in  the  province  ;  notwithstanding  which 
the  inhabitants,  satisfied  with  their  governor,  persevered 
in  all  duties  to  them,  nor  seemed  to  entertain  a  thought 
to  their  disadvantage. 

Logan  and  his  creatures  were  the  only  malecontents ; 
and  why  they  were  so  w21  be  made  sufficiently  obvi- 
ous. The  governor  and  assembly  m  concurrence  codd 
govern  the  province  without  his  participation  ;  so  he 
remained  without  importance  to  either,  tiU  this  share 
of  the  trust  enabled  him  to  mterpose,  and  entitled  him 
to  be  heard,  at  the  expense  of  both. 

In  the  second  year  after  Keith's  arrival,  Logan  had 
divided  his  council  agamst  him,  and  canied  off  a  ma- 
jority ;  and  ever  after  had  represented  him  in  his  des* 
patdies,  as  having  substituted  his  own  interest  in  the 
place  of  the  proprietary's,  and  confederated  with  the 
assembly  to  make  hoAi  branches  of  the  legislature 
equally  subservient  to  popular  purposes. 

Subde,  however,  as  he  was,  and  [nactised  in  all  the 
arts  of  political  disguise,  he  coukl  not  loi^  omceal 
himself  6rom  the  penetraticm  of  Keith.  Thus  having 
been  detected  (as  Keith  sa}rs,*)  in  aggravating,  and 
even  m  altering  certain  minutes  of  the  council  proceed- 
mgs  for  the  purposes  before  specified  ;  and,  in  fuH 
confidence  of  proprietary  protection,  defending  himself 
therein,  with  much  personal  abuse  agamst  the  gover- 
nor; the  latter  dismbsed  him  6rom  his  post  as  secre- 
tary, and  substituted  another  m  his  place. 

•  Goreraor  Keitfa'b  Letter  to  tbe  widow  Penn,  September  94tk,  1791 
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Wkh  Ais,  and  a  variety  of  othar  complamts,  all  of 
the  same  tendency,  Logan  therefore  made  a  voyage  to 
Ettgknd,  soon  after  he  became  a  trustee  and  th»e 
Bade  his  court  90  effectually  to  the  widow,  &C.,  that 
tiiey  freighted  him  back  with  letters  of  rqproo^  and 
private  instructions  to  Keith,  not  only  to  reinstate  him» 
but,  m  effect,  to  be  governed  by  him,  as  implicidy  as 
Gookin  had  been  governed  b^ore. 

Keith,  on  the  other  hand,  being  a  mad  <^  too  much 
Bfiiit  to  submit  to  such  treatment,  and  presuming  be- 
side, that  his  services  to  and  interest  in  the  colony,  and 
his  connexions  with  the  most  considerable  men  in  it, 
would  ufdidd  him  agamst  all  opposition  whatsoever, 
ccmimunicated  all  to  the  assemUy  together  widi  his 
own  answers;  and  this  he  thought  was  the  mcH^  in* 
cumbent  on  him,  because  Logan  had  already  been 
making  his  efforts  to  stir  up  a  party  against  hkn. 
*  Logan,  upon  this,  commences  advocate  in  form  for 
the  {MDprietary  interest,  presents  a  written  plea  on  its 
behsdf  to  the  assembly,  justifying  therem  all  the  restrict 
tions  laid  on  the  governor  by  those  instructions  (which 
will  be  in  the  next  session  exjdamed),  and,  whether  by 
chance  or  design  it  is  hard  to  pronounce,  miffered  the 
secret  of  the  quarrel  to  escape,  by  insinuating  that  the 
prc^rietarv,  during  his  absence,  had  not  received  one 
penny  ather  to  himself  or  his  family,  from  the  govern- 
ment, whereas  others  had  received  laige  sums. 

The  assembly,  however,  not  being  in  a  humor  to 
pay  two  government  subsidies  instead  of  one,  when 
exempted  by  the  of^inal  article  of  quit-rents  from  the 
obligation  of  paying  any,  did  not  so  mudi  aa  take 
notk^  of  ibis  point ;  but  on  the  contrary,  cksing  with 
the  governor,  desired  his  concurrence  with  them,  and 
offered  their  concurrence  to  him,  in  withstanding  what- 
ever was  in  the  said  instructions  contained,  repugnant 
to  their  charter,  ov  inconsistent  with  their  priidleges. 
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The  goremor  Umself  aba  became  an  advoeate  for 
the  pTDyince,  and  laid  before  the  assemblj  a  wntten 
defence  of  the  coostitatioii  thereof^  as  weH  as  of  die  bUo 
proprietary's  chacacter^  in  aonswer  to  Logan's  memorial ; 
and  die  sesdon  was  conchided  most  triumphandy  on 
the  governor's  side ;  far  the  House  not  only  agreed  bf 
a  remonstrance,  in  answer  to  the  widow  Penn's  prioaU 
ktstmctions,  as  they  were  caDed,  but  moreover  gratified 
Um  for  his  extraordinary  services  widi  a  thousand 
pounds. 

The  controversy  continued  notvritfastanding,  and  bodi 
parties  bestirred  themselves  equally  in  order  to  make 
proselytes.  Logan  seemed  xnxxe  humble  than  before^ 
but  neva*  was  more  confident.  Keith  never  was  so 
much  in  pab  for  his  own  stabili^,  and  yet  never  seen** 
ed  to  have  less  apprehensioos.  In  pK^)ortion,  how^m; 
as  it  became  more  and  more  probable,  that  he  vrould 
be  laid  aside,  he  became  less  and  less  considered ;  and 
a  breadi  between  him  and  the  speakar  Lloyd,  so  cAol 
menticmed,  and  who  had,  even  in  print,  acted  the  pari 
ei  a  second  to  him,  became  as  faiai  to  him  as  it  was 
fortunate  to  Logan.  > 

When  the  next  assembly  met,  it  soon  appeared^ 
Aa^  though  the  governor  used  die  same  patriot  Itn- 
gimge  to  it,  he  had  not  die  same  ascendency  over  itj 
Two  several  negatives  were  put,  upon  two  sevord  mo^ 
dons  to  furnish  hfan,  the  first  widi  six  hundred  pounds^ 
die  second  with  five  hundred  poimds,  towands  his  mft* 
port  No  more  dian  four  hundred  pounds  could  b6 
cbtaiaed ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  ^igines  and  aB 
devices  were  employed^  no  further  compenaation  ooiU 
be  procured  for  him. 

It  is  equaUy  the  lot  of  this  nation  to  be  move 
sqpecious  than  virtuous,  more  sfdendid  than  consistettt, 
and  to  abound  more  m  politicians  than  philosopheisu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


192  frankLin's  writings. 

Eeith  had  more  of  the  fonner  than  the  latter  m  his 
composition,  though  he  was  neither  in  any  eminent 
degree.  A  politician  would  not  hare  furnished  hb 
adrersaries  with  a  plea  to  excuse  his  removal,  by  com- 
municatmg  a  private  ipspear  to  a  popular  assembly.  A 
philosopher,  governed  by  principle,  and  {ntx)f  against 
passion,  would  not  have  been  in  the  power  of  any 
issue  whatsoever ;  and  if  the  assembly  had  been  capa* 
ble  of  consistency,  they  would  have  set  a  lustre  on  his 
dismission,  by  accompanjring  it  with  all  the  doueeun 
in  the  power  of  the  provmce  to  have  heaped  upon  him, 
that  other  governors  might  have  thought  it  worth  their 
whOe  to  proceed  on  his  plan. 

Instead  of  which,  on  the  first  intelligence  of  a  new 
governor,  which  was  as  carefully  imparted  to  them^  as 
concealed  finom  Am,  they  even  affected  to  procrastinate 
the  business  of  the  province ;  and  when  upbraided  by 
Kieith  with  this  backwardness,  and,  not  without  some 
mixture  of  indignation,  required  to  give  the  public  a 
testimonial  of  his  administration,  they  proceeded  in  it, 
as  if  rather  constrained  than  inclined ;  and  at  last  took 
care  to  say  as  Utde  as  possible,  though  they  had  room 
to  say  so  much. 

In  short,  after  a  nine  years'  administration,  unem- 
barrassed with  any  one  breach  between  the  govemw 
and  assembly,  and,  as  acknowledged  by  the  latter, 
ptxiuctive  of  much  positive  good  to  the  province,  they 
ported  with  reciprocal  coldness,  if  not  disgust ;  Keith 
disdaining  to  follow  Qookin's  example  in  desiring  a 
benevolence,  and  they  not  having  consideration  enough 
1^  for  him  to  offer  it. 

There  is  no  man  long  or  much  conversant  in  this 
overgrown  city,  who  hath  not  often  found  himself  in 
company  with  the  shades  of  departed  gov^nors,  doom- 
ed to  wander  out  the  residue  ^  their  lives,  full  of  the 
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agonizmg  remembrance  of  their  past  eminence,  and 
the  severe  sensation  of  present  neglect 

Sir  William  Keith,  upon  his*  return,  was  added  to 
this  unfortimate  list;  concerning  whom  the  least  that 
can  be  said,  is,  that  either  none  but  men  of  fortune 
should  be  appointed  to  serve  in  such  dignified  offices ; 
or  otherwise,  that,  for  the  honor  of  government  itseIC 
such  as  are  recalled  without  any  notorious  imputati<m 
on  their  conduct,  should  be  preserved  from  that  wretch- 
edness and  contempt,  which  they  have  been  but  too 
frequendy  permitted  to  fall  mto,  for  want  even  of  a 
proper  subsistence. 

The  reader  is  desired  to  pardon  this  digression,  if  it 
is  one.  It  was  necessary  to  show,  that  the  province 
of  Pennsylvania,  when  well  governed,  is  easily  gor- 
emed ;  and  that  whichever  branch  of  the  legislature 
inflames  the  proprietary  jealousy,  or  interferes  with  the 
proprietary  mterest,  the  result  is  the  same ;  the  obnox- 
ious assembly  is  reprimanded  and  vilified,  and,  as  before 
observed,  the  obnoxious  governor  is  recalled. 

So  that,  unless  the  provmce  stoops  to  be  loaded  with 
a  triple  tier  of  subsidies,  namely,  one  for  the  public 
service,  ordinary  and  extraordmary,  one  for  the  gover- 
nor's annual  appointments,  and  one  for  the  gratificatbm 
of  the  proprietaries  and  their  creatures,  it  seems  rea- 
sonable to  conclude  it  is  never  to  enjoy  any  established 
state  of  tranquillity.  < 

And  now,  in  addition  to  the  pomts  of  proprietary 
encroachment  and  proprietary  resentment  already  men- 
tioned, we  are  naturally  led  to  such  other  points  o( 

*  He  stayed  in  PhOadelphia  some  time  after  his  being  displaced ;  and, 
•educed  by  his  resentments,  condescended  to  act  a  part  neither  becom- 
ing nor  prudent;  procoring  himself  to  be  returned  as  an  assembly-man, 
and  taking  all  the  measures  in  his  power  to  divide  the  province,  embar- 
rass the  governor,  and  distress  the  pnpridariei, 
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ccmtroversy,  as  at  various  times  have  arisen  for  want 
of  sufficient  foresight  and  sufficient  preventiyes,  and  of 
winch  several  are  imhappily  in  agitation  at  this  very  day. 

It  caimot  but  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Penn,  in  his 
discourse  with  his  jomt  adventurers,  concerning  reserv- 
ed rents  for  the  support  of  government,  made  a  re- 
mariLable  distmction  between  his  two  capacities  of  pro- 
jprietary  and  gwemar;  and  from  hence,  as  well  as 
-from  the  nature  of  the  trust,  it  must  obviously  follow, 
that  when  he  withdrew  himself  to  England,  and  trans- 
ferred the  government  to  his  deputies,  those  deputies 
could  not  but  be  possessed  of  all  the  powers  originaDy 
"vested  by  the  crown  in  him.  Adrcnt  as  he  was  at 
refinements,  he  could  not  do  by  his  trust  as  he  did  by 
liis  land ;  withhold  a  reserve  of  power,  and,  like  the 
drunken  sailors  in  the  play,  appoint  a  vic»x)y,  and 
retain  a  power  to  be  viceroy  over  him. 

And  yet  even  Mr.  Penn  himself^  in  his  commission 
to  Evans,  a  man,  as  we  have  seen,  determined  enough 
to  push  any  proprietary,  and  defeat  any  popular  points 
i^tsoever,  could  venture  to  slip  the  following  clause 
into  his  commissicm,  to  wit ;  ^^  saving  always  to  me  and 
my  heirs,  our  fined  assent  to  all  such  bills  as  thou  shalt 
pass  into  laws  in  the  said  government,  JLc." 

The  assembly,  however,  to  whom  this  commission 
was  communicated,  were  shrewd  enough  to  start  the 
following  doubt  upon  it,  and  to  send  it  by  way  of  mes- 
nge  to  the  council,  to  wit;  **  Whether  the  said  vote 
is  void  in  itself,  and  does  not  vacate  the  rest  of  the 
said  commission  or  render  it  invalid  ? ''  And  the  coun- 
cil, with  the  proprietary's  eldest  son  at  the  head,  and 
secretary  Logan  at  the  rear  of  it,  were  so  startled  at 
it,  that,  m  order  to  evade  the  last  niference,  they  found 
themselves  under  a  necessi^  to  return  the  following 
answer. 
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*  We  erf"  the  council,  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 
sdibed,  are  of  opmion,  that  the  said  saving  is  void  in 
itself;  and  that  those  bills  whidi  the  present  Heutenant-* 
governor  shall  think  fit  to  pass  into  laws,  and  cause 
the  proprietary's  great  seal  to  be  aflixed  thereunto, 
cannot  afterwards  be  vacated  or  annulled  by  the  pro^ 
prietary,  without  assent  of  the  assembly  of  this  prov-^ 
ince.** 

The  next  piece  of  practice^  to  answer  the  same 
purpose,  that  was  found  out,  was  to  impose  certain 
conditions  of  government  on  the  deputy,  under  the 
penalty  of  a  certam  sum.  This  was  &^t  submitted  to 
by  Keith,  and  has  be^i  a  rule  to  all  his  successors, 
with  this  difference,  that  whereas  the  penalty  exacted 
from  him  was  but  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  it  has 
been  since  raised  to  two  or  three  thousand  pounds. 

If  ever  the  case  of  this  colony  should  come  before 
parliament,  winch  is  not  altogeth^  improbable,  no  doubt 
these  conditions  will  be  called  for ;  and  if  they  should 
then  be  found  irrec<mcilable  with  the  charter,  and  a 
check  upon  the  legislative,  altogether  unconstitutional 
and  illegal,  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  will,  no  doubt, 
pronounce  upon  such  a  trespass  according  to  the 
heinousness  of  it 

Again ;  the  widow  Penn,  in  her  private  mstructions 
to  Sir  William  Keith,  having  admitted  and  comjdained, 
that  the  powers  of  legislature  weare  lodged  in  the  gov'^ 
emor  and  assembly,  without  so  much  as  a  negatii>€ 
reserved  to  the  proprietary  when  absent,  proceeds  to 
avow,  that  it  was  never  intended  [by  the  proprietary 
must  be  understood]  the  said  govi^nor  and  assembly 
should  have  the  exerdse  d  these  powers ;  as  also  to 
pronounce  it  a  dangerous  inoentum  of  Kdith's  to  enact 
laws  m  conjunction  with  the  assembly,  and  transmit 
them  directly  to  the  King's  ministers  without  any  other 
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check ;  and  then,  after  thus  arrogandj  interposing  be- 
tween the  Kmg  and  his  lieges  of  this  province,  clenches 
the  whole  with  the  foUowmg  injunction;  ^^Therefdre, 
for  remedy  of  this  grievance,  it  is  required,  that  thou 
advise  vniii  the  council,  upon  every  meeting  or  adjourn- 
ment of  the  assembly,  which  requires  any  deliberation 
•  on  the  governor's  part ;  that  thou  make  no  speech,  nor 
send  any  written  message  to  the  assembly,  but  what 
shall  be  first  approved  in  council ;  that  thou  receive  all 
messages  from  them  in  council,  if  practicable  at  the 
time,  and  shall  return  no  bills  to  the  House,  without 
the  advice  of  the  council,  nor  pass  any  whatsoever  into 
a  law,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  that  board, 
&c." 

What,  therefore,  the  governor's  bond  had  not  been 
sufficient  to  obtain,  this  new  expedient  was  to  extort 
If  the  governor  would  not  act  as  required,  he  was 
thus  to  be  disabled  from  acting  at  all;  and  after  so 
many  various  frames  of  government  had  been  granted 
and  regranted,  proprietary  will  and  pleasure  was  to  be 
the  last  resort  of  alL 

In  vain  both  governor  and  assembly  freely  and  fully 
remonstrated  agamst  such  an  innovation,  in  a  govern- 
ment supposed  to  be  guarded  by  charter  against  all 
innovations  whatsoever,  more  especially  such  as  were 
neither  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  people,  the 
powers  already  vested  in  the  govemcH*,  nor  the  respect 
due  to  the  crown. 

Logan  discovered  the  assembly  were  not  authorized 
by  charter  to  advisej  though  they  were  to  enact ;  be- 
cause the  word  admce  was  not  to  be  found  in  that  last 
given  to  them ;  that  governors  were  not  to  be  trusted 
to  act  without  advice ;  consequendy  the  said  expedient 
to  bridle  them  was  a  good  one ;  and,  if  we  may  judge 
by  events,  his  sophistry  has  given  the  law  ever  since. 
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From  what  has  been  thus  far  redted,  it  is  obvious, 
that  the  proprietary  of  PejonsjlvaBia  wd^  of  too  Ktde 
consideratkm  here  at  home,  to  be  of  much  use  to  the 
province  either  as  a  protector  or  advocate ;  and  yet,  that 
he  was  there  so  much  above  the  level  of  his  freemen 
and  tenants,  that,  even  in  their  legislative  ei^acity  con- 
federated with  the  governor,  they  could  ha^y  main- 
tain their  rights  they  were  so  many  ways  entitled  to, 
against  the  artifices  and  ^icroachments  of  his  emis- 
saries. 

As  lard  of  the  soU^  is  the  light  he  is  next  to  be  con- 
sidered in.  The  charts  of  Mr.  Penn  obtamed  of  the 
crown,  comprehended  a  far  greater  extent  of  territcxy, 
than  he  thought  fit  to  take  up  of  the  Indians  at  hjs 
first  purchase. 

And  even  in  the  very  infancy  cS  his  cdony,  it  was 
by  act  of  assembly  inconsiderately,  because  uncondi- 
tionally, provided,  diat,  in  case  any  person  should  pre- 
sume to  buy  land  of  the  natives,  within  the  limits  of 
the  province,  &a,  without  leave  first  obtained  from  the 
prc^rietary,  the  bargain  and  purchase  so  made  should 
be  void. 

Rendered  thus  the  only  purchaser,  he  redtoned  he 
might  always  accommodate  himself  at  the  Indian  market, 
on  the  same  terms,  with  what  quantity  of  land  he 
pleased ;  and  till  the  stock  in  hand,  or  such  parts  of  it 
as  he  thought  fit  to  dispose  o^  w^^  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  sold  oS,  he  did  not  think  it  for  his  interest  to 
encumber  himself  with  more. 

This  happened  sooaier  than  1^  f(»resaw;  though  it 
must  be  acknowledged  the  founders  of  few  cities  appear 
to  have  had  more  foresight  than  he.  The  ^wdi  of 
his  cdony  exceeded  his  most  sanguine  expectations; 
and,  when  successive  new  purchases  came  to  be  made, 
an  inconvenience  by  degrees  became  manifest,  which. 
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perhaps,  had  not  been  thought  of  bef(x^  or,  if  thought 
of^  had  not  been  guarded  agamst 

Men  who  want  a  present  convenience  must  not  be 
over-solicitous  about  future  contingencies;  and,  in  g^i- 
era],  we  choose  to  be  blind  to  such  objects  as  we  fear 
we  have  not  strength  enough  to  remove;  he  that  is 
too  much  of  a  huckster  often  loses  a  bargain,  as  he  that 
is  too  litfle  so,  often  purchases  a  law-suit 

It  was  no  hard  matter  to  induce  a  belief  that  occa- 
sional treaties  widi  the  Indians,  imder  the  pretence  o( 
keeping  up  the  same  brotherly  correspondence  which 
had  been  at  first  established  with  them,  was  a  necessary 
measure  of  government ;  nor  to  prevail  with  the  prov- 
ince, while  this  was  understood  to  be  the  sole  consid- 
eration, to  bear  the  expense  of  them. 

But  when  it  appeared,  as  in  the  course  of  time  was 
unavoidable,  that  a  treaty  and  a  purchase  went  on 
together,  that  the  former  was  a  shoeing-hom  (or  the 
latter,  that  the  governor  only  made  the  compliments, 
and  the  assembly  the  presents,  &c,  it  could  not  but 
appear  abo,  that  there  must  be  somewhat  unfair  in  a 
procedure,  where  one  paid  all  the  cost,  and  the  other 
engrossed  all  the  profit,  and  that  it  was  high  time  to 
put  some  stop  to  a  practice  so  injurious  to  their  under- 
standings. 

It  is  not  indeed  necessary  in  private  life  to  bargam, 
that  those  who  purchase  for  their  own  use  and  advan- 
tage, should  pay  the  price  out  of  their  own  pockets ; 
but  in  public  it  is. 

Persons  who  stand  on  the  same  ground  will  insist 
on  the  same  rights ;  and  it  is  matter  x)f  wonder,  when 
any  one  party  discovers  folly  or  msolence  enough  to 
demand  or  expect  any  preeminence  over  the  other. 

Whereas  prerogative  admits  of  no  equality,  and  pre- 
supposes that  difference  of  place  alters  the  use  of 
language,  and  even  the  very  nature  of  things. 
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Hence,  though  protection  is  the  reason,  and  conse- 
quently should  be  the  end  of  government,  we  ought 
to  be  as  much  upon  our  guard  against  our  protectors 
as  against  our  enemies. 

Power,  like  water,  is  ever  workmg  its  own  way,  and 
wherever  it  can  find  or  make  an  opemng,  is  altogether 
as  prone  to  overflow  whatever  is  subject  to  it 

And  though  matter  of  right,  overlooked,  may  be 
reclaimed  and  re-assumed  at  any  time,  it  cannot  be 
too  soon  reclaimed  and  re-assumed. 

That  assembly  then,  which  first  discovered  this  lapse, 
or  which,  at  the  requisition  of  their  constituents,  first 
endeavoured  to  retrieve  it,  did  no  more  than  their  duty, 
and  the  precedent  they  set  cannot  be  too  closely  fol- 
lowed. 

Again ;  the  distinction  made  by  Mr.  Penn  m  the  case 
of  the  quit-rents,  between  his  two  capacities  of  gover- 
nor and  proprietary^  had  a  use,  which  even  he,  with 
all  his  shrewdness,  did  not  perhaps  advert  to,  when 
it  was  made,  or  at  least  expect  it  would  be  adverted 
to  by  any  body  else. 

For  the  support  of  the  governor  and  government,  it 
must  be  recollected  they  were  submitted  to;  for  the 
support  of  the  proprietary,  when  absent  from  his  gov- 
ernment, and  when  the  government  charge  was  other- 
wise supported,  they  were  paid.  And  as  he  and  his 
agents  went  on,  not  only  to  reserve  such  rents  out  of 
all  the  parcels  of  lands  they  disposed  of,  but  even  to 
rise  in  their  demands  as  the  value  of  lands  rose,  so  it 
could  not  but  follow,  that  in  process  of  time  these 
quit-rents  would  of  themselves  become  an  immense 
estate. 

When,  therefore,  the  proprietary  no  longer  acted  as 
governor,  nor  even  resided  in  the  province,  nor  ex- 
pended a  fifth  of  his  income  there,  could  it  be  supposed. 
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that  this  ^tate,  dius  obtained  and  thus  perverted  from 
its  origmal  purpose,  should  not  be  liable,  in  common 
with  all  other  estates,  to  contribute  to  diose  charges  it 
was  first  in  the  entire  allotted  for,  and  the  whde  amount 
of  which  it  so  many  fold  exceeds  ? 

No  proper^  in  England  is  tax-free ;  no  diflference  in 
the  amount  or  value  of  prop^y  makes  any  difference 
in  the  duty  of  subjects ;  and  nothing  is  more  conso- 
nant to  reason,  dian  that  he  who  possesses  most,  should 
contribute  most  to  the  public  service. 

And  yet,  for  want  of  a  specific  clause  to  declare 
their  property  taxable,  the  (H'esent  proprietaries  insist 
on  having  it  exempted  torn  every  pub&c  obligation,  and 
upon  charging  the  difference  on  the  pubHc,  who,  it  can- 
not be  too  often  remembered,  gave  it  in  the  first  in- 
stance as  the  price  of  an  exen^tum  torn  all  other  taxes. 

Clear,  however,  it  will  be  made  to  every  unpreju- 
diced mind,  that  such  a  specific  clause  neither  is,  nor 
ever  was  necessary ;  and,  diat  in  virtue  of  the  inherit 
right,  as  well  as  the  power  and  authority  reposed  in 
the  freemen  to  tax  themselves  by  ways  and  means  of 
their  own  providing,  all  the  proper^  of  the  province 
lies  mdiscriminately  at  their  discretion,  subject  to  an 
equal  taxation. 

The  paper  currency  of  the  province  is  next  to  be 
mentioned ;  and  as.  that  was  out  of  prospect  while  the 
several  Jrames  of  government  were  under  considera- 
tion, it  could  not  be  comprehended  in  any  of  them. 

The  currency  then  was,  and  so  continued  to  be,  for 
many  years  after,  gold  and  silver  of  any  species  by 
weight ;  at  first  in  so  irregular  a  manner,  and  at  such 
uncertain  rates,  as  gave  the  crafty  many  opportunities 
to  prey  upon  the  igncHtmt  and  necessitous;  conse- 
quentiy  was  productive  of  much  contention,  embarrass- 
ment, and  confusion. 
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By  royal  proclamation,  m  the  fourth  of  Queen  Anne, 
the  rates  and  values  of  all  foreign  coins  current  in  the 
English  colonies  were  limited  and  ascertained ;  and,  in 
her  sixth,  the  contents  of  the  said  proclamation  were 
enacted  into  a  law,  which  is  still  m  force. 

But  the  annual  influx  of  these  foreign  coins,  through 
what  channel  soever,  or  fix)m  whatsoever  source,  by 
no  means  answered  the  demands  of  an  annual  issue. 

From  England  came  all  the  manufactures  consumed 
in  the  plantations ;  and  all  the  returns  they  could  make 
by  their  commodities  sent  thither  directly,  or  the  pro- 
duct of  them  at  other  markets,  feU  far  short  of  the 
balance  groMong  against  them. 

The  defect,  therefore,  was  to  be  made  good  in  gdd 
and  silver,  and  was  so  as  long  and  as  often  as  any 
could  be  found.  Every  colony,  m  its  turn,  was  con- 
sequently dramed  of  its  specie ;  and,  as  it  is  an  impos- 
sibility, known  and  avowed,  for  any  trading  community 
to  subsist  without  some  medium  of  circulation,  every 
colony  in  its  turn  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
same  expedient  of  uttering  provincial  bills  of  credit, 
and  making  them  answer,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the 
topical  purposes  of  gold  and  silver;  by  which  their 
several  capitals  were  enlarged,  the  gold  and  silver  be- 
came conunodities  that  could  be  spared  for  exportation, 
and  the  merchants  at  home  were  paid  in  that  gold  and 
silver,  without  any  provincial  detriment 

Pennsylvania,  however,  if  not  the  very  last,  was  one 
of  the  last,  which  gave  into  it.  It  was  not  till  the  year 
1722,  (Keith  governor,)  that  they  made  their  first  ex- 
periment, and  even  then  they  proceeded  with  the  utmost 
caution  and  circumspection  m  every  step  they  took. 

Knowing,  for  example,  that  the  danger  of  deprecia- 
tion was  the  only  danger  they  had  to  guard  against,, 
and  that  nothing  but  an  over  quantity,  defect  of  solid 
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security,  and  of  proper  provisbn  to  recall  and  cancel 
them,  could  create  that  danger,  diey  issued  at  first  but 
fifteen  thousand  pounds ;  they  made  no  loans  but  on 
land  security  or  plate  deposited  in  the  loan-office ;  they 
obliged  the  borrowers  to  pay  five  per  cent  for  the  sums 
they  took  up;  they  made  their  bills  a  tender  in  all 
payments  of  all  kinds,  on  pain  of  vacating  the  debt,  c^ 
forfeitmg  the  commodity;  to  keep  them  as  near  as 
possible  on  a  par  with  gold  and  sOver,  they  imposed 
sufficient  penalties  on  all  those  who  presumed  to  make 
any  bargam  or  sale  upon  cheaper  terms,  in  case  of 
being  paid  in  the  one  preferably  to  the  other ;  they 
provided  for  the  gradual  reduction  of  them,  by  enact- 
ing, that  one  eighth  of  the  principal,  as  weU  as  the 
mterest  money  should.be  annually  paid  And  it  was 
not  till  they  were  convinced  by  experience  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure,  and  the  msufficiency  of  the  sum. 
that  they  adventured  to  issue  thirty  thousand  pounds 
more. 

Such,  moreover,  was  the  benefit  apparendy  resulting 
from  it,  such  the  inconveniency  apprehended  by  every- 
body from  the  scarcity  of  money  sure  to  follow  a  too 
precipitate  discharge  of  the  loans ;  and  such  the  appar- 
ent growth  of  the  province  during  this  mterval,  that, 
in  the  year  1729,  (Patrick  Gordon  governor,)  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  mcrease  the  provincial  capital  by 
a  new  emission  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  to  render  the  repayments  still  easier 
to  the  borrowers,  by  reducing  them  to  one  sixteenth 
a  year. 

Again ;  in  the  year  1739,  (George  Thomas  gover- 
nor,) occasion  was  taken  from  the  discoveries  repeat- 
edly made,  that  these  provincial  bills  had  been  coun- 
terfeited, not  only  to  call  them  all  in,  m  order  to  their 
bemg  replaced  with  others  of  a  new  impression,  &c 
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but  also  for  the  reasons  before  given,  to  issue  the  fur* 
ther  sums  of  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds,  iive  shfflmgs,  (which,  added  to  the  sums  already 
in  circulation,  made  their  whole  capital  amount  to  eighty 
thousand  pounds,)  to  be  current  for  sixteen  years. 

Lastly ;  finding,  that  the  like,  or  a  greater  sum,  in 
case  the  province  should  grow  still  greater,  would  in 
all  probability  be  always  necessary,  the  assembly  more- 
over provided,  that  so  fast  as  any  of  the  former  bor- 
rowers should  repay  their  provmcial  money,  the  trus- 
tees of  the  loan-office  might  reemit  the  same  sums 
during  the  said  term  of  sixteen  years,  on  the  same 
conditions,  either  to  them  or  others,  without  any  new 
authority  for  that  purpose. 

And,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
assembly,  in  establishing  this  paper  currency ;  in  taking 
upon  themselves,  as  representatives  of  the  provmce,  to 
appoint  the  trustees  and  other  officers  charged  with 
the  admmistration  of  it ;  in  providing  that  the  said  trus- 
tees and  officers  should  be  responsible  to  the  province 
icn*  their  omduct  in  it;  and  in  reserving  to  the  assem- 
bly, for  the  time  bemg,  the  disposition  and  application 
of  the  annual  product,  met  not  vnth  any  such  objection 
from  their  governors,  or  the  proprietaries,  or  the  mm- 
istry  here  at  home,  as  could  excite  the  least  apprehen- 
sion of  any  such  contest,  as  m^t  either  embroil  the 
province,  aflfect  the  interest,  or  incommode  the  govern- 
ment of  it 

It  is  true,  the  proprietaries  and  their  agents  did,  from 
the  beginning,  discover  a  repugnance  to  this  measure, 
till  diey  found  themselves  considered  m  it;  like  the 
snail  with  his  horns,  they  had  no  sensations  for  the 
province,  but  what  reached  them  through  the  nerves 
of  power  and  profit  Profit,  though  ranked  last,  they 
consulted  finrt ;  and,  when  possessed  of  one  pomt,  they 
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thought  they  might  wrangle  more  successfully  for  the 
other. 

If  the  widow  Penn  acquiesced  in  the  paper  money 
acts  passed  by  Keith,  she  reprimanded  him  for  passmg 
them,  and  in  a  manner  forbid  him  to  pass  any  more. 

Gordon  (KeiA*s  successor),  having  over  and  over 
agsdn  acknowledged  his  corwictian  of  the  conveniences 
arising  to  the  province  from  a  reasonable  increase  of 
their  paper  currency,  gave  the  assembly  to  understand, 
in  so  many  words,  that  nothing  but  the  gratification  of 
the  proprietaries  in  the  affiaur  of  their  quit-reniSj  would 
prevent  the  opposition  they  were  otherwise  to  expect 
to  the  act  then  before  them  in  England. 

By  special  contract  with  the  several  purchasers,  th^Se 
quit-rents  of  theirs  were  to  be  paid  in  sterling  money; 
and,  as  it  was  impossible,  by  any  provision  whatsoever, 
to  make  the  provincial  currency  answer  the  universal 
purposes  of  gold  and  silver,  so  no  provision  could  hin- 
der these  metals  from  havmg  the  preference  of  paper. 
To  convert  paper  mto  specie  or  bullion  could  not  erf 
course  but  be  attended  with  some  cost,  and  hence  the 
proprietary  remittances  could  not  but  come  shorter 
home.  When,  therefore,  by  the  eighty  thousand  pounds 
act,  paper  was  to  become  Ae  provincial  establishment, 
they  would  not  allow  their  share  of  the  provincial  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  it  (which  was,  at  least,  equal  to 
that  of  the  provmce,  as  will  hereafter  become  apparent,) 
to  be  what  it  really  was,  an  adequate  consideration, 
but  insisted,  not  only  on  having  the  difference  between 
paper  and  specie  or  buUion  made  up  to  them,  but  that 
the  difference  of  exchange  should  be  made  up  to  them 
also ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  pounds  steriing  due 
to  them  in  Pennsylvania,  should  be  paid  to  them  nett 
in  England. 

In  short,  the  sum   of  one  thousand  two   hundred 
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pounds,  was  in  this  manner  extorted  fixnn  the  province, 
together  with  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds,  to  continue  during  the  circulation  of  those  bills ; 
which  win  senre  to  show,  at  least,  that  the  province 
could  not  be  more  stubbcxn  upon  other  occasicms,  dian 
the  projnietaries  wea^  ad6ak  on  this. 

Tha*e  remains  yet  another  topic  to  be  touched  upon, 
which  will  require  a  more  tender  consideradcm  from  the 
reader  than  perhaps  it  may  always  find. 

Mr.  Penn  and  his  foUowers  were  of  that  sect,  who 
can  themselves  by  the  amiable  and  levelHng  name  of 
Friends;  and  who,  having  been  at  first  q)probriously 
caned  by  that  of  Quakers^  have  been  forced,  by  die 
ymi  tyranny  of  imposition  and  custom,  to  answer  to  it 
ever  smce. 

Of  these,  the  majcnity  carried  along  ^th  them  a 
scruple,  better  acconunodated  to  the  forming  of  a  so- 
cie^  and  preserving  it  in  peace,  than  to  the  protecting 
it  fiom  those  insults  and  depredations,  which  pride  and 
lust  of  d(xninion  have  at  an  periods  conunitted  on  their 
weaker  neighbours,  and  from  the  visitation  of  which 
no  system  of  pditics,  mcn^  or  religion,  hath  as  yet 
been  able  to  preserve  mankind. 

An  their  views,  purposes,  and  endeavours  were  nar- 
rowed, tha*efore,  to  the  forms  and  uses  of  civil  Hfe, 
and  to  link  the  several  parts  of  their  own  fittle  commu- 
nity in  the  most  expedient  manner  together. 

Nor,  mdeed,  had  they  at  that  time  any  other  object 
before  them;  afike,  to  wage  war  against  any  power 
in  alUance  with  England,  and  to  ccnrespond  with  any 
power  at  war  with  her,  was  expresdy  forbid  both  to 
the  proprietary  and  the  province,  by  the  fifteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  royal  charter. 

The  French  ware  too  feeble  m  America,  and  too 
remote  from  Pamsylvania,  to  be  then  aj^rehended. 
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The  proYinces  adjacent  were  branches  fixxn  the  same 
root,  and  responsible  for  dieir  conduct  to  the  same 
laws;  and  the  Indians,  from  the  yeiy  beginning,  had 
been  considered  and  treated  as  equally  the  sons  of  one 
common  father. 

Land  wanted  by  us  was  a  drug  to  theuL  The  prov- 
ince, then  to  be  allotted,  peopled,  and  cultivated,  had 
not  been  wrested  fix>m  them  by  violence,  but  purchased 
for  a  suitable  consideration.  In  the  contract  between 
the  proprietaiy  and  his  sub*adventura^  all  possible  care 
had  been  taken,  that  no  cause  of  complaint  should  be 
administered  to  them;  in  trade  they  were  not  to  be 
overreached  or  imposed  upon;  in  their  persons  they 
were  not  to  be  insulted  or  abused,  and,  in  case  of  any 
complaint  on  either  side,  the  subject  matter  was  to  be 
heard  by  the  magistrates  in  concert  with  the  Indian 
chief,  and  decided  by  a  mixed  jury  of  Indians  and 
planters. 

The  same  regard  to  conscience,  which  led  them  into 
this  wilderness,  adhered  to  them  afterwards ;  and,  hav- 
mg  thus  resolved  and  provided  never  to  be  aggressors, 
and  not  being  sovereigns,  they  left  the  rest  to  Provi- 
dence. 

Governed  by  principle  m  all  things,  and  believing 
the  use  of  arms  to  be  unlawful,  the  case  of  defence  by 
arms  could  not  come  within  their  plan. 

But  then,  as  their  community  was  left  open  to  Chris- 
tians of  all  persuasions,  and  the  conditions  of  union 
could  be  abhorrent  to  none,  they  might  well  presume 
on  being  joined  by  numbers,  which  has  smce  happened 
accordingly,  who,  being  devoid  of  such  scruples,  might 
be  easily  mduced,  for  proper  considerations,  to  take 
that  difficulty  out  of  their  hands ;  and,  as  to  military 
service  under  all  English  tenures  whatsoever,  no  man 
could  be  compelled  to  serve  m  person,  who  made  it 
his  choice  to  serve  by  proxy. 
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Add  to  all  this,  that  William  Penn  himself  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  under  the  dommion  of  these  scru- 
ples, he  having  taken  care  in  his  charter  from  the  crown 
(sect  16.)  to  be  invested  virith  all  the  powers  ever 
bestowed  on  a  captam-general,  (which  were  also  to 
descend  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,)  /^to  levy,  muster, 
and  train  all  sorts  of  men,  of  what  condition  soever,  or 
wheresoever  bom,  and  to  make  war  and  to  pursue 
such  enemies  as  should  make  mcursions  into  the  prov- 
ince, as  well  by  sea  as  land,  even  without  the  limits 
of  the  said  provmce,  and,  by  God's  assistance,  to  van- 
quish and  take  them,'*  &c. 

And,  lastly,  if  ever  mvolved  in  the  quarrels  of  the 
mother  country,  and  obliged  to  take  their  share  of  the 
common  duty  and  the  common  danger,  they  might 
reasonably  hope  for  all  the  protection  fix)m  thence  they 
m^ht  stand  in  need  o^  on  the  condition  of  contributing 
all  that  was  in  their  power,  consistent  with  their  prin- 
ciples, towards  it 

This  they  have  occasionally  done  from  Colonel  Fletch- 
er's time  downwards ;  and  they  would  have  done  m(H*e, 
if  the  profHietary  calls  and  those  of  dieir  deputies  had 
not  put  it  out  of  their  power. 

Allowing,  therefore,  that  this  unresisting  principle 
would  have  been  a  solecism  m  the  construction  of  an 
independent  state,  it  was  not,  provincially  speaking, 
destitute  of  proper  palliatives. 

At  least,  scruple  of  conscience  is,  at  all  times  and 
m  all  cases,  less  blamable  than  the  wanton  experi- 
ments tried  upon  the  province  even  by  the  proprietary's 
own  agents ;  first  to  scatter  terrors  among  the  peace- 
able inhabitants,  and  then  to  plead  the  necessity  of  a 
military  force  fit)m  the  effects  of  their  own  wicked 
devices. 

Of  this  nature  was  the   false  alarm  raised  m  the 
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Queen's  time  bj  Evans  and  Logan;  a  fact  which 
stands  charged  against  them,  m  the  records  of  the 
assembly,  at  this  very  day;  and  which,  as  often  as 
recdlected,  will  ever  suggest  a  fear,  that  a  measure,  so 
unwarrantably  contended  for,  would,  if  obtained,  be  as 
unwarrantably  made  use  oL 

We  have  now  such  a  summary  of  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, fix>m  its  origin,  before  us,  as  may  render  every 
branch  of  the  controversy  still  dependbg  familiar  to 
us ;  and,  as  facts  are  best  seen  and  understood  in  order 
of  tune  as  they  occurred,  we  shall  do  our  best  to  follow 
the  thread  as  it  lies. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

The  Assembly  grants  Money  in  aid  of  the  Expedition  against  Cartha- 
gena.  The  Governor  enlists  indented  Servants  upon  that  Occasion; 
and  the  Assembly  apply  the  Money  they  had  given  to  indemnify  the 
Masters.  They  give  Money  towards  the  Public  Service.  The  Pro- 
prietaries of  Pennsylvania  oppose  the  Bill  brought  into  Parliament  for 
restraining  the  Northern  Colonies  fiom  issuing  Paper  Bills  of  Credit 
The  Assembly  call  upon  the  Proprietaries  to  contribute  to  the  Expense 
of  Indian  Affairs,  which  they  decline.  A  Bill  for  increasing  the  Provin- 
cial Paper  Currency.  Rejected  by  the  Grovemor;  and  petitioned  for 
by  the  Inhabitants.  The  Answer  of  the  Proprietaries  to  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  Assembly  concermog  the  Expense  of  Indian  Affairs. 
The  Assembly's  Message  sent  to  the  Governor,  together  with  the 
Currency  Bill  he  had  before  rejected^  Another  Message  to  him  con- 
cerning Indian  Affairs.  Governor's  Message,  importing  his  Assent  to 
the  Currency  Bill,  with  a  suspending  Clause.  Resolution  of  the  As- 
sembly not  to  accept  this  Clause,  with  their  Reasons.  Their  Reply  to 
the  Proprietary's  Answer  to  the  Representation  on  Indian  Expenses. 

In  April,  1740,  when  the  paper  currency  of  the 
province  had  been  just  mcreased,  as  above  specified, 
to  eighty  thousand  pounds,  and  established  for  sixteen 
years,  the  merchants  trading  to  the  eastern  colonies  of 
America  took  occasion  to  complain  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  of  the  inconveniences  and  dbcouragements 
brought  on  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  in  those 
parts,  by  the  excessive  quantities  of  paper  money  there 
issued,  and  the  depreciated  condition  diereof,  for  want 
of  proper  fulids  to  support  its  credit  The  House,  by 
way  of  palliative,  addressed  the  throne  to  put  a  tem- 
porary stop  to  the  evil,  by  instructing  the  several  gov- 
ernors not  to  give  their  assent  to  any  farther  laws  of 
that  nature,  without  an  express  proviso,  that  they  should 
not  take  efiect,  till  his  Majesty's  approbation  had  been 
first  obtamed. 

Such  mstructions  were  accc»xlingly  sent;  and  those 
to  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania  were  dated  August  21st, 
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1740.  Notwithstandbg  all  which,  the  Lords  of  Trade 
and  Plantations  (having  already  in  their  hands  a  full 
and  clear  account  of  the  currency,  as  established  by 
the  eighty  thousand  pounds  act,  as  also  of  the  rates  of 
gold  and  silver,  fix)m  the  year  1700  to  the  year  1739, 
and  having  been  moreover  convinced,  by  die  mer- 
chants tradmg  to  that  provmce,  that  such  a  sum  was 
not  only  reasonable  but  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
commerce  of  the  country)  thought  fit  to  recommend 
the  said  act  to  the  royal  acceptance  and  ratification,  and 
ten  days  afterwards  the  Lcxds  Justices  passed  it  mto 
a  law. 

Here  the  affair  slept  for  several  years,  except  that 
the  assembly,  m  confcHmity  to  an  order  which  acccnn- 
panied  the  mstructions  just  mentioned,  caused  a  second 
state  of  their  currency  to  be  transmitted  the  fdlowing 
year  to  the  Lords  of  Trade ;  and  before  it  was  again 
resumed  in  Parliament,  the  sev^^  mcidents,  next  to 
be  recited,  took  place. 

When  the  attempt  upon  Carthagena  was  under  con- 
sideration, the  northern  colonies  were  called  upon  to 
furnish  soldiers  for  that  service,  and  Pennsylvania  amcmg 
the  rest  The  assembly  was  at  that  time  composed, 
as  it  had  hitherto  generally  been;  consequentiy  this 
demand  could  not  but  be  productive  of  scruples  and 
difficulties  m  point  of  conscience.  That,  however,  they 
might  discharge  all  obligations  at  once,  they  voted  four 
thousand  pounds  for  the  Kmg's  use,  and  the  governor 
took  upon  himself  to  raise  the  soldiers. 

This  was  a  duty  of  office ;  and,  if  he  had  discharged 
it  properiy,  what  would  have  given  universal  satisfac- 
tion. The  labor  of  the  plantations  b  performed  chiefly 
by  indented  servants  brought  fix)m  Gh*eat  Britain,  Ire* 
land,  and  Germany ;  nor,  because  of  the  high  price  it 
bears,  can  it  be  performed  any  other  way.    These  ser* 
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vants  are  purdiased  of  the  captains  who  bring  them ; 
the  purchaser,  by'  a  positive  law,  has  a  legal  property 
in  them  during  the  term  they  are  bound  for,  can  sell 
or  bequeath  them,  and,  like  other  chattels,  they  are 
liable  to  be  seized  for  debts.  Out  of  these,  never- 
theless, did  the  governor  make  his  levies.  A  ferment 
ensued ;  the  owners  were  tenacious  of  their  rights ; 
the  governor  stood  upon  (H^rogative  as  paramount  to 
all ;  the  dispute  was  brought  into  the  courts,  and  such 
was  the  terror  of  power,  that  the  aggrieved  was  forced 
to  repair  to  New  York  for  advocates. 

The  assembly,  seeing  no  other  remedy,  thought 
themsdves  bound  to  ddfend  the  rights  of  their  con- 
stituents, and  did  defend  them  accordingly,  by  refus- 
mg  to  part  with  their  supply,  unless  these  servants,  so 
unjustty  taken  from  their  masters,  were  restored.  The 
governor  was  obstinate,  and  so  the  money  was  at  last 
apidiec^  as  it  ought,  to  mdemnify  them  for  die  injury 
they  had  sustained. 

That,  however,  they  might  not  be  misrepresented 
or  misunderstood  at  home,  as  deficient  in  zeal  for  the 
public,  or  backward  to  contribute  to  the  service,  they 
came  the  next  year  to  the  following  vote,  to  wit ;  **  The 
House,  taking  mto  consideration  die  many  taxes  their 
fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britam  are  obliged  to  pay 
towards  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  crown  and  de- 
fraying the  necessary  and  contmgent  charges  of  gov- 
ernment, and  vnlling  to  demonstrate  the  fidelity,  loyalty, 
and  afiection  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  to  our 
gracious  sovereign,  by  bearing  a  share  of  the  burden 
of  our  fellow  subjects  proportionably  to  our  circum- 
stances, do  therefore  cheerfuDy  and  unanimously  re- 
sdve,  that  three  tiiousand  pounds  be  paid  for  the  use 
of  the  Ejngt  his  bars,  and  successcn^  to  be  applied 
to  such  uses  as  he,  in  his  royal  wisdom,  shall  think 
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fit  to  direct  and  appomt''  And  the  said  three  thou- 
sand pounds  were  afterwards  paid  into  his  Majesty's 
exchequer  bj  the  ag^t  of  the  provmce  accordingly. 
A  fi'ee  gift,  if  ever  there  was  one,  fit)m  subject  to 
sovereign ;  and,  however  small,  a  sufficient  voucher  for 
the  good  intentions  of  those  who  made  it 

Ih  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746,  the  project  against 
Louisbiirg,  having  been  carried  in  the  assembly  of 
New  England  by  a  single  vote  only,  was  imparted  to 
the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  by  Governor  Shiriey,  with 
a  desire  that  they  would  contribute  thereto ;  but,  though 
they  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  part  in 
an  enterprise  which  to  them  appeared  so  desperate, 
they  voted  four  thousand  pounds  m  provisions  for  the 
refreshment  and  support  of  the  brave  troops  who  had 
taken  the  place,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  were  in 
possession  of  it,  and  that  such  suppUes  were  wanting. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746,  the  ministers 
affected  to  entertam  a  project  for  the  reduction  of  Can- 
ada. By  letters  fix)m  the  secretary's  office,  dated 
April  6th,  the  northern  colonies  were  severally  called 
upon  to  contribute  their  respective  quotas  towards  it, 
which  they  cheerfully  concurred  in  doing,  seduced  by 
their  interests  and  their  mdinations  into  a  belief,  that 
the  whole  line  of  our  colcmies  would  not  be  thus  agi- 
tated, nor  their  Indian  allies  mduced  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  m  conjunction  with  th^m,  merely  by  way  of 
feint  to  facilitate  a  peace. 

Forces  were  everywhere  raised  by  the  several  gov- 
ernors, and  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  voted  five 
thousand  pounds  for  the  Ejng's  use,  or,  in  other  words, 
as  their  contingent  for  this  pretended  national  service. 
The  money  so  voted  bemg  more,  than  their  revenue 
could  furnish,  they  proposed  to  raise  it  by  an  addition 
of  the  like  sum  to  their  paper  currency ;  in  which  case 
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the  King  would  be  served,  the  provincial  capital  would 
be  so  far  enlarged,  and  the  interest  arismg  fix)m  it  would, 
in  a  due  propordon  of  time,  dischai^e  the  principal 

And  here  began  the  first  dispute  between  die  gov- 
ernor and  the  assembly  on  this  topic;  the  governor 
pleaded  the  mstruction  of  1740  as  a  reason,  why  he 
could  not  bring  himsdf  to  such  a  pitch  of  boldness  as 
he  apprehended  was  necessary  to  the  contravention  of 
it,  and  therefore  urged  them  to  find  out  some  method 
less  exceptionable  for  raising  the  said  sum ;  and  they, 
willing  to  comply  as  far  as  possible  with  his  scruples, 
so  far  receded  bom  their  point  at  that  time  as  to  issue  it 
out  of  the  money  dormant  in  the  loan-office  for  ex- 
changing torn  and  illegible  bills,  and  to  replace  it  by  a 
new  emission  of  bills  to  the  same  amount,  to  be  sunk 
out  of  the  product  of  the  excise  in  ten  years.  Upon 
which  the  governor  waved  the  instruction,  and  passed 
the  biU ;  five  hundred  men  were  raised  and  supported 
by  it,  for  near  eighteen  mcmths,  employed  chiefly  in 
defending  the  fit)ntiers  of  New  York,  when  the  expe- 
dition at  length  was  dippped  and  the  troops  disbanded 

A  formal  bill  to  restrain  the  northern  colonies  in 
general  torn  issuing  paper  bills  of  credit,  it  must  be 
observed,  had  been  brought  mto  Parliament,  but  not 
perfected;  and  m  the  year  1748  agam;  upon  which 
occasion  the  next  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  James 
Hamilton,  Esquire,  in  a  message  to  the  assembly,  in 
October,  1749,  made  use  of  the  following  remarkable 
expressions.  ^  I  take  it  for  granted,  we  are  all  sensible 
of  the  mischievous  tendency  of  the  biU  that  was  brought 
mto  Parliament  the  last  year  to  regulate  and  restrain 
paper  bills  of  credit  m  the  pbmtations  (m  which  there 
was  a  clause  to  enforce  the  orders  of  the  crown  m  his 
Majesty's  American  dominions),  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  something  of  the  same  kind  may  be  offered 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


214  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

in  the  ensuing  session.  I  persuade  myself  you  wiD 
give  your  agent  full  instructions  upon  this  subject,  in 
case  it  should  become  necessary  for  him  to  oppose  it ; 
the  honorable  proprietaries  at  that  time  labored  and 
with  success  to  avert  the  mischiefs  that  threatened  this 
province  fix>m  the  passmg  of  the  said  bill,  and  I  have 
it  in  command  fix)m  them  to  assure  you  of  their  as- 
sistance upon  all  future  occasions,  wherein  the  welfare' 
and  happmess  of  the  people  of  this  province  may  be 
concern^** 

This  had  a  favorable  appearance  towards  the  prov- 
ince ;  and  fix)m  hence  it  might  well  be  supposed,  that 
the  issues  from  this  source  would  never  be  productive 
of  any  deep  or  lasting  strife. 

But,  though  the  springs  had  not  as  yet  broke  out 
with  any  violence,  they  were  working  their  way  under 
ground.  The  growmg  charge  of  Indian  alSairs,  which 
lay  wholly  on  the  province,  and  which,  on  die  head 
of  purchases,  as  before  explained,  was  productive  of 
great  advantages  to  the  proprietaries,  began  to  be  the 
subject  of  public  complaint ;  and  by  these  suggestions 
of  the  importance  of  the  proprietaries  at  home,  the 
people  were  to  be  taught  the  danger  q{  disobliging 
them. 

But,  if  this  was  their  view,  it  did  not  answer ;  the 
assembly  had  too  much  discernment  to  be  diverted 
from  the  object  before  them  by  the  interposition  of 
another,  how  dexterously  soever  the  trick  was  perform- 
ed, and  therefore  proceeded,  notwithstanding,  to  take 
this  afiair  mto  consideration. 

It  is  scarce  necessary  to  mtimate,  that  the  governor 
and  the  creatures  of  the  government  did  all  they  could, 
not  only  to  discourage  them  in  it,  but  also  to  convince 
them,  in  effect,  that,  according  to  the  usual  current  ci 
the  worid,  all  advantages  are  the  prerogative  of  those 
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above,  and  all  burdens  the  inheritance  of  those  below. 
This  may  mdeed  be  agreeable  to  the  usual  current  of 
the  worid;  but  then,  as  such  doctrines  are  not  over- 
palatable  anywhere,  so  in  a  free  government  like  Penn- 
sylvania, it  was  not  to  be  thought  they  would  be  swal- 
lowed at  aD.  They  were  neidier  to  be  convmced  nor 
discouraged,  it  seems ;  on  the  contrary,  they  persevered, 
they  examined,  they  reported,  they  resolved,  and  at 
last  applied  to  the  proprietaries  to  do  what  equity  re- 
quired, by  taking  a  share  of  die  charge  upon  diem- 
selves. 

The  proprietaries,  on  the  other  hand,  announced  in 
their  reply,  "  That  they  did  not  conceive  themselves  to 
be  under  any  such  obligation,  even  though  the  people 
had  been  taxed  for  the  charges  of  government ;  that, 
as  not  one  shilling  had  been  levied  on  the  people  for 
that  service,  it  was  so  much  less  reasonable  in  the  peo- 
ple to  ask  any  thmg  of  them  ;  that  they  had,  notwith- 
standing, charged  diemselves  with  paymg  their  inter- 
preter even  much  more  than  could  be  due  to  hun  on 
their  account,  and  were  also  then  at  the  expense  of 
mamtaining  his  son  with  a  tutor  in  the  Indian  country,  to 
learn  their  language  and  customs  for  the  service  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  of  sundry  other  charges  on  Indian 
affairs ;  that  they  had  been  at  considerable  expense  for 
the  service  of  the  provmce  both  in  England  an4  there ; 
that  they  pay  the  Indians  for  the  land  they  purchase ; 
and  that  they  are  no  more  obliged  to  contribute  to  the 
public  charges  than  any  other  chief  governor  of  any 
other  colony .*• 

In  answer  to  this,  the  assembly.  May,  1761,  respect- 
fully represented,  "  That  the  preservmg  a  good  under- 
standing with  the  Indians  was  more  for  the  mterest  of 
the  proprietary  estate  than  that  of  any  other  estate  in 
the  provmce,  as  it  gave  the  proprietaries  an  opportunit)- 
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of  purchasing  lands  on  the  frontiers  at  a  low  [Nice,  and 
selling  them  at  a  high  one,  which  would*  otherwise  be 
imfHacticable ;  that,  therefore,  the  obligations  of  justice 
and  equity  being  stronger  than  those  of  law,  they  were 
certainly  bound  by  them  to  contribute  to  the  expense 
of  those  Indian  treaties  and  presents  by  which  the  good 
understanding  so  beneficial  to  them  was  maintained ; 
that  though  taxes  in  form,  for  the  immediate  support 
of  the  proprietaries'  substitute,  and  for  defiaying  the 
charges  of  these  Indian  treaties,  had  not  of  late  years 
been  imposed  on  the  province,  the  charge  of  all  (by 
the  interest  of  the  paper  money,  which  was  a  virtual 
tax,  the  excise,  which  was  a  real  one,  produdng  about 
^£3000  per  annum,  and  the  tax  arismg  fit>m  licenses  of 
various  kinds,  amounting  yearly  to  a  sum  not  mconsid- 
erable,  and  appropriated  wholly  to  the  governor's  sup- 
pent),  was  paid  by  the  province ;  that  the  assembly  had 
always  paid  the  Lidian  interpreter  for  his  public  services 
to  his  full  satisfsiction ;  that  they  believed  future  assem- 
blies would  not  fail  to  do  whatever  oould  be  reasonably 
expected  from  them  in  regard  to  his  son,  when  he 
should  be  qualified  to  succeed  him,  as  also  to  dischai^ge 
all  just  debts  for  expenses  properly  chargeable  to  the 
province,  whether  incurred  there  or  in  England,  when- 
ever the  accounts  should  be  exhibited ;  that  by  the  act 
forbidding  all  but  the  proprietaries  to  purchase  lands 
of  the  Indians,  they  had  obtamed  a  monopoly  of  the 
soil,  consequently  ought  to  bear  the  whole  chai^  of 
every  treaty  for  such  purchases,  as  the  profit  was  to 
be  wholly  theirs ;  that  Aeir  paying  for  land  (bought  as 
was  conceived  much  cheaper  on  account  d  the  pro- 
vmcial  presents  accompanying  those  treaties)  was  not 
a  satisfactory  reason  why  they  should  not  bear  a  part 
of  the  chaise  of  such  other  treaties,  as  tended  to  the 
common  welfare  and  peace  of  the  province ;  and  that 
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upon  the  whde,  as  the  interests  of  the  proprietaries 
were  so  constantly  mtermixed,  mpre  or  less,  witl^  those 
of  the  province,  m  all  Indian  treaties,  and  as  it  appear* 
ed  the  proprietaries  thought  they  paid  more  than  their 
share,  while  the  people  thought  they  paid  abundandy 
too  much,  they  apprehended  the  surest  way  to  prevent 
dissatisfaction  on  all  sides^  would  be  to  fix  a  certain 
proportion  of  the  charge  of  all  future  provincial  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  to  be  paid  by  the  proprietaries  and 
province  respectively;  which,  not  only  as  a  proposal 
equitable  m  itself,  but  conducive  also  to  preserve  that 
union  and  harmony  between  the  proprietaries  and  peo- 
ple, so  evidently  advantageous  to  both,  they  hoped, 
would,  on  further  consideration,  be  agreed  to," 

How  this  was  received  we  shall  see  in  its  piace. 

The  assembly  proceeded  soon  after,  to  take  into  con* 
sideration  the  growth  of  the  province,  and  the  state  of 
their  commerce ;  and  findmg  both  to  be  such  as  requir- 
ed an  extension  of  their  psqper  currency,  on  the  same 
grounds  and  for  the  same  ends  as  at  first  gave  rise  to 
it,  unanimously  resolved  to  strike  an  additional  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds,  in  order  to  replace  defective 
biHs,  and  increase  the  provincial  capital,  in  proportion 
to  the  increase  of  inhabitants ;  as  also  to  reemit  and 
continue  the  sums  already  in  circulation. 

A  bill  was  accordingly  prepared  in  January,  1763, 
and  sent  up  to  the  governor  (Hamilton)  for  his  concur* 
rence;  but  though  that  gentleman  was  a  native  of  the 
province,  with  rather  better  qualifications  for  his  post, 
and,  as  may  be  supposed,  inore  affection  for  the  people, 
than  is  common  widi  governors,  he  had  bis  reasons  for 
not  seeing  this  provincial  pomt  in  the  same  light  that 
the  province  did,  and  therefore  returned  the  biU  in  a 
day  or  two,  with  his  negative  upon  it;  qualified  in- 
deed with  expressions  of  concern  for  his  so  differing  in 

VOL.  III.  28  8 
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opinion  with  them,  but  founded  in  the  dislike  raised  in 
Britain  by  the  late  too  general  and  undistinguishing 
complaints  against  the  plantation  bills  of  credit,  which 
rendered  the  time  very  unseasonable  for  any  application 
to  the  crown  concemmg  the  extension  or  reemission  of 
theirs ;  and  fortified  by  a  caveat,  which  sounded  so  much 
the  more  plausible  as  it  seemed  to  be  drawn  fit>m  their 
own  premises,  namely,  that  the  many  advantages  they 
derived  fit)m  the  use  of  paper  money  ought  to  make 
them  extremely  careful,  how  they  took  any  step  which 
might  possibly  endanger  it 

The  assembly,  on  the  other  hand,  gladly  fastened  on 
an  acknowledgment  so  express  in  favor  of  the  thing, 
and,  from  the  same  sense  of  it,  declared  themselves  to 
be  equally  careful  with  the  governor  m  the  conduct  and 
direction  of  it ;  but,  having  so  done,  they  went  on  to 
say,  **  That,  as  they  did  not  think  die  dislike  raised  m 
Britam  of  the  plantation  bills  was  so  general  and  undis- 
tinguishing, or  still  so  warmly  subsisted  as  the  governor 
seemed  to  apprehend,  so  neither  did  they  conceive  the 
time  to  be  unseasonable  for  an  application  to  the  crown 
about  theirs;  that  they  were  equally  conc^ned  with 
the  governor  for  their  difference  of  opinion,  and,  that 
they  might  not  seem  to  act  too  precipitately  in  an  affair 
of  such  importance,  they  chose  to  make  a  short  ad- 
journment before  they  took  his  objection  into  consid- 
eration.** 

Adjourn  they  did  accordingly;  and  at  their  next 
meeting,  which  was  towards  the  end  of  May  the  same 
year,  found  themselves  eamestiy  pressed  by  a  message 
fit)m  the  governor  on  one  hand,  concerning  Indian  af- 
fairs, and,  on  the  other,  by  petitions  from  a  considerable 
number  of  inhabitants,  for  a  further  addition  to  their 
paper  money,  supported  by  a  variety  of  allegations  of 
the  most  interestmg  and  affecting  nature. 
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The  governor's  message,  whether  premature  or  not 
will  best  appear  from  the  sequel,  prepared  the  House 
to  expect,  "  that  the  country  of  Allegany  situate  on 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  paurtly  within  the  Ihnits  of 
Pennsylvania,  partly  within  those  of  Virginia,  already 
was  or  soon  would  be  invaded  by  an  army  of  French 
and  Indians  from  Canada;  m  which  case  the  Indians 
mhabiting  there,  who  were  a  mixture  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, Shawnese,  Delawares,  and  Twigtwees  lately 
recommended  as  allies  to  the  province  by  the  said  Six 
Nations,  would  be  obliged  to  leave  the  country,  and 
his  Majesty's  subjects  tradmg  with  them  would  be  cut 
off,  &c,  unless  tunely  warned  by  the  messengers  sent 
to  them  by  himself  for  that  purpose ;  that  Montour,  an 
mterpreter,  had  heard  the  French  declaration  delivered, 
and  the  reply  of  the  Indians,  which  was  firm  and  reso- 
lute, but  not  to  be  relied  upon,  as  they  were  in  want 
of  all  things."  So  far  was  matter  of  intelligence.  The 
rest  was  a  pathetic  representation  of  dangers  and  mis- 
chiefs to  be  apprehended  on  their  own  frontiers,  and 
exhortations  to  enable  him  to  give  the  Indians  assistance 
answerable  to  their  exigencies. 

And,  upon  the  heels  of  this  message,  the  governor 
also  communicated  to  them  the  answer  of  the  proprie- 
taries to  the  representation  of  the  assembly  above  ex- 
hibited, and  which,  if  purposely  calculated  to  divide 
the  province  and  inflame  the  animosities  ah*eady  kindled, 
could  not  have  been  better  framed  or  better  timed  for 
those  fatal  purposes. 

Professions  of  attachment  to  the  true  and  real  inter- 
est of  the  provmce,  of  sparing  no  cost  or  pains  when- 
ever it  should  appear  to  them  necessary  to  advance  it, 
and  acting  such  a  part  in  considering  the  matter  of  the 
representation  as  all  dismterested  persons  should  think 
just,  they  set  out  with ;  and,  having  made  this  ground 
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for  Uiemselves,  diey  proceed  to  charge  the  assembly 
with  being  actuated  by  ill-will  to  them  on  one  hand, 
and  a  desire  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  weaker 
part  of  the  electors  on  the  other.  In  the  next  para- 
graph they  say,  after  we  had  "ordered  our  governor 
to  give  you  the  answer  which  he  did,  to  your  former 
application,  we  had  no  reason  to  expect  a  repetition  of 
the  application  directly  to  ourselves,  as  you  might  weD 
suppose  we  had  considered  the  matter  before  we  had 
returned  our  first  answer ;  and  the  repeating  the  request 
could  only  produce  the  repeating  the  answer,  the  occa- 
sion for  which  does  not  appear  to  us.  It  is  possible^ 
that  one  purpose  may  be  in  order  to  show  more  pub- 
licly this  difference  in  opinion  between  us  and  your- 
selves ;  and,  if  that  was  ever  intended,  it  will  be  con- 
venient that  we  should  set  this  matter  in  a  clear  light 
(although  it  may  make  our  answer  longer  than  we 
could  wish),  that  the  true  state  of  the  matter  may 
appear/' 

They  then  urge  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  justification  of  their  former  assertion,  that  they  were 
no  more  obliged  to  contribute  to  the  public  charges, 
than  the  chief  governor  of  any  other  colony ;  they  will 
not  allow  that  their  honored  father  had  any  assistance 
from  the  people  in  making  his  purchases,  or  that  there 
is  the  least  color  for  pressing  them  so  unseasonably  to 
contribute  to  the  public  charge,  seemg  that  the  said 
charge  did  not  much  exceed  one  half  of  the  revenue ; 
and  they  not  only  return  to  their  first  charge,  that  the 
assembly,  by  so  doing,  could  only  mean  to  captivate  the 
weakest  of  the  people,  and  so  by  their  assistance  con- 
tinue to  hold  their  seats  in  the  assembly,  but  farther, 
cite,  as  so  many  proofs,  the  time  of  making  their  first 
representation,  which  was  just  before  an  election ;  their 
printing  the  report  and  most  extraordinary  resolutions 
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on  which  the  said  representation  was  founded^  which 
seemed  to  argue  it  was  rather  intended  as  an  address 
to  them,  the  said  populace,  than  to  the  proprietaries, 
and  the  solemn  repetition  of  the  same  request,  as  if  it 
was  a  matter  of  great  value  and  importance. 

Take  the  next  article  in  their  own  words.  "  Where- 
fore, on  this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
inform  the  people,  through  yourselves  their  representa- 
tives, that,  as  by  the  constitution  our  consent  is  neces- 
sary to  their  laws,  at  the  same  time  that  they  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence and  real  service  of  the  country,  so  it  will  tend 
the  better  to  facilitate  the  several  matters  which  must 
be  transacted  with  us,  for  their  representatives  to  show 
a  regard  to  us  and  our  interest ;  for,  considering  the 
rank  which  the  crown  has  been  pleased  to  give  us  in 
Pennsylvania,  we  shall  expect  from  the  people's  repre- 
sentatives, on  all  occasions,  a  treatment  suitable  thereto ; 
and  that  whilst  we  desire  to  govern  the  province  ac- 
cordmg  to  law  only,  they  should  be  as  careful  to 
support  our  interests,  as  we  shall  always  be  to  support 
theirs.** 

Recurring  again  to  the  revenue,  they  aflfected  to  be 
truly  concerned  for  being  obliged  to  acquamt  the  public 
with  a  state  of  it;  settie  that  state  at  six  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  arising  from  the  excise  and  the  provin- 
cial bills ;  agam  assert,  that  the  annual  expense  of  gov- 
ernment for  a  series  of  years,  including  Indian  charges, 
amounts  to  little  more  tiian  half  that  sum ;  and  that,  of 
all  this  revenue,  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year 
only  has,  on  an  average,  for  twenty  years  past  (and 
great  part  of  that  time  during  war),  been  expended  m 
presents  to  the  Indians  and  charges  on  that  account, 
which  they  could  not  conceive  to  be  a  large  sum,  com- 
pared with  that  revenue,  the  manner  of  its  being  rsdsed, 

8* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


222  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

and  so  important  a  service  as  that  dT  keeping  the  united 
nations  of  Indians  in  the  mterest  of  Great  Britain. 

They  then  talk  of  Ae  taxes  paid  by  their  family  here 
at  home,  as  an  equivalent  to  the  Indian  article;  and 
then  proceed  in  the  following  remarkable  terms.  ^  And 
at  the  same  time  that  we  show  you  that  we  do  pay  all 
other  taxes  here,  that  on  land  only  excepted,  we  must 
advise  you  to  be  very  careful,  not  to  put  people  here 
in  mind  of  that  single  exemption.  Several  proposals 
have  been  made  for  laying  taxes  on  North  America ; 
and  it  is  most  easy  to  foresee,  that  the  self-same  act 
of  Pariiament  that  shall  lay  them  on  our,  will  also  lay 
them  on  your  estates,  and  on  those  of  your  constit- 
uents.'* 

In  the  next  article,  having  denied,  that  the  assembly 
had  always  psdd  the  interpreter  to  his  satisfaction,  and 
insisted  that  they  themselves  had  gratified  him  when 
the  assembly  had  refused  to  pay  him  what  he  thought 
his  services  deserved;  they  add,  in  a  higher  tone, 
**  However,  with  respect  to  any  expense  of  that  sort, 
and  many  others  here,  we  entered  into  them  without 
any  expectation  of  bemg  repaid,  and  should  think  it  for 
beneath  us  to  send  the  accounts  of  them  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  as  your  agents  employed  by  your- 
selves might  do,  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  them.** 

Proceeding  in  the  same  style,  they  say  m  the  next 
article,  "  We  do  not  conceive  that  any  act  of  assembly 
does,  or  can  establish  what  you  call  a  monopoly  m  us 
for  the  purchase  of  lands ;  we  derive  no  right  or  prop- 
erty from  any  such  law ;  it  is  under  the  King's  royal 
charter  that  we  have  the  sole  right  to  make  such  pur- 
chases,**  &c. 

It  is  fit  the  last  five  articles  should  be  mserted  entire ; 
and  they  are  verbatim  as  follows,  viz. 

**  12.  Tour  assertion,  that  treaties  for  land  are  made 
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at  a  less  expense  to  us,  on  account  of  provindal  pres- 
ents being  given  at  the  same  time,  does  not  appear  to 
us  to  be  founded  on  fact ;  the  last  purchase  was  made 
on  no  other  account,  but  purely  to  save  the  province 
the  expense  of  making  another  present  to  some  Indians, 
who  came  down,  after  the  time  that  the  principal  den- 
tation had  received  the  presents  intended  for  (he  whole, 
and  were  on  their  return  back;  and  the  land  was 
bought  very  dear  on  that  account  Other  treaties  fc^ 
land  have  been  made  when  provincial  presents  have 
not  been  given ;  and  we  do  not  or  ever  did  desire  that 
the  inhabitants  should  bear  any  part  of  the  expense  of 
Indians,  who  come  down  solely  at  our  request  to  con- 
sent to  the  sale  of  lands,  unless  they  stay  on  other 
public  business  also;  and,  whenever  they  have  come 
down  on  both  accounts,  we  are  sensible  the  expense 
has  been  divided  in  a  manner  very  fisivorable  to  the 
public 

^13.  We  are  &r  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing 
to  any  public  expense,  which  it  is  reasonable  we  should 
bear  a  part  of,  although  our  estate  is  nbt,  by  law, 
liable  to  be  taxed.  As  we  have  ah^ady  been,  so  we 
doubt  not  we  shall  always  be,  at  a  far  greater  expense 
in  attending  the  affairs  of  the  province,  than  our  estate 
could  be  taxed  at,  if  all  die  estates  m  the  province  were 
rated  to  the  public  chaises,  which  would  be  the  only 
fair  way  of  establishing  a  proportion.  If  we  were  will- 
ing to  consent  to  any  such  matter,  the  value  of  our 
estate,  and  of  the  estates  of  all  the  faihabitants,  ought 
to  be  considered,  and  the  whole  expense  proportionably 
Isdd  upon  the  whole  value ;  in  which  case,  you  will  find, 
that  the  expense  which  we  voluntarily  submit  to,  out 
of  affection  to  the  inhabitants,  is  much  more  than  such 
our  proportion  so  laid  would  amount  to ;  besides  these 
general  expenses,  the  first  of  us  sent  cannon,  at  his 
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own  charge,  to  the  amount  d  above  four  hundred 
pounds  sterlmg,  for  the  defence  of  our  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, neglected  by  a  late  House  of  Representatives ; 
which,  alone,  is  such  a  sum  as  the  proportion  of  a  tax 
on  our  estate,  would  not  in  many  years  amount  ta 
And,  as  this  is  the  case,  we  are  not  disposed  to  enter 
into  any  agreement  with  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  payment  of  any  particular  proportion  of  Indian  oc 
other  public  expense,  but  shall  leave  it  to  them  (to 
whom  it  of  right  belongs)  to  provide  for  such  expense, 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
**  14.  As  you  desire  to  appear  willing,  on  your  parts, 
to  ease  your  constituents  of  a  small  part  of  the  Indian 
expense  by  throwmg  it  upon  us,  we  shall,  on  our  part, 
and  hereby  do  recommend  it  to  you  to  give  them  a 
real  and  far  greater  relief,  by  taking  off  a  large  share 
of  that  only  tax  which  is  borne  by  them.  As  the  gen- 
eral expense  amounts  to  littie  more  than  three  thousand 
pounds  a  year,  we  conceive  it  may  very  well  be  provid- 
ed for  out  of  the  interest  of  the  paper  money,  and  one 
half  of  the  present  excise ;  especially,  if  we  shall  be 
induced,  from  the  state  of  your  trade  (which  we  expect 
soon  to  receive),  to  consent  to  an  increase  of  your 
paper  currency,  this  would  ease  the  inhabitants  of  about 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  would  be  felt  by 
many  of  them,  when  they  would  not  be  sensible  of  the 
trifle  you  propose  we  should  contribute  to  the  public 
expense.  We  have  directed  the  governor  to  consent  to 
such  a  law,  when  you  shall  think  fit  to  present  it  to  hun. 
"  16.  As  we  shall  ever,  in  the  first  place,  endeavour  to 
promote  the  real  interests  of  the  good  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania, we  make  no  doubt  of  preservmg  an  union 
and  harmony  between  us  and  them,  unless  men  of 
warm  or  uneasy  spirits  should  unhappily  procure  them- 
selves to  be  elected  for  representatives,  and  should,  for 
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the  supporting  of  their  own  private  views,  or  interests, 
influence  their  brethren,  otherwise  honest  and  weU 
designing,  to  espouse  their  cause ;  in  such  case,  mdeed, 
disputes  may  arise,  wherein  we  shall  engage  with  the 
utmost  reluctance;  but  even  then,  as  we  shall  make 
the  general  good  the  rule  of  our  actions,  we  shall,  on 
all  such  occasions,  if  ever  they  should  happen,  steadily 
and  without  wavering,  pursue  measures  the  most  likely 
to  conduce  to  that  good  end. 

"  16.  The  representatives  being  annually  chosen,  we 
are  aware  that  we  are  not  writing  now  to  the  same 
persons  who  sent  the  representation  to  us ;  the  persons 
most  forward  to  push  on  a  measure,  (which,  from  the 
answer,  we  directed  our  governor  to  give  to  the  former 
application  he  was  desired  to  make  to  us,  must  be  sup- 
posed disagreeable,)  may  not  now  be  in  the  house,  but 
may  be  succeeded  by  more  prudent  persons,  returned 
for  their  places,  who  would  be  careful  not  to  press  a 
matter  too  far,  in  which  the  rights  of  the  people  are  not 
really  concerned ;  however,  the  answer  we  give  must 
be  to  the  representation  sent  us.  And  we  desire,  in  any 
matter  of  the  like  nature,  that  the  House  will  be  satis- 
fied with  such  an  answer,  as  the  governor  may  have 
orders  to  give  on  our  behalf. 

"Thomas  Pewx, 
"Richard  Pewn.*' 

In  the  temper  the  assembly  was  in  before  the  read- 
ing of  this  imgracious  paper,  it  was  but  natural  to 
expect,  that  they  would  have  taken  fire  immediately, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  their  own  justification. 

But,  much  to  the  honor  of  their  prudence,  they  took 
a  difierent  method.  They  ordered  it  to  lie  on  the  table, 
together  with  their  own  votes,  report,  representation, 
&c.,  alluded  to  in  it ;  and,  returning  to  the  two  points 
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already  before  them,  resolved  to  dear  their  way,  by 
despatching  them  first 

These,  it  will  be  remembered,  were  the  cmrency 
bfll,  retm*ned  to  the  House  by  the  governor,  before  their 
adjournment,  with  a  negative,  and  the  governor's  mes- 
sage with  respect  to  the  resolution  of  the  Indians  to 
withstand  the  French,  in  case  they  should  be  invaded 
by  them  on  the  Ohio. 

They  had  also  under  consideration  several  new  de- 
spatches fit)m  their  agent  here  at  home,  and  also  an 
account  of  the  value  of  their  imports  irom  hence ;  which, 
for  the  year  1749,  was,  m  all,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds, 
two  shillings,  and  ten  pence.  For  the  year  1750,  two 
hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirteen  pounds  and  ten  pence.  And,  for  the  year 
1751,  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  seventeen  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  one  penny. 
Whence  it  was  apparent,  that,  for  want  of  a  sufiicient 
currency,  to  mvigorate  the  mdustry,  and  supply  the 
wants  of  the  province,  the  importations  from  hence 
were  b  a  gradual  course  of  declension.  And,  after 
mature  deliberation  on  the  whole  matter,  they  again 
sent  up  their  bill  to  the  governor  with  the  following 
message,  viz. 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"  The  governor's  apprehension,  at  our  last  sitting, 
that  the  dislike  raised  in  Great  Britain  of  the  bills  of 
credit  in  the  plantations,  by  the  late  too  general  and 
undistinguishing  complamts,  so  warmly  subsisted,  as  to 
make  any  application  to  the  crown  about  our  currency 
at  that  time  unseasonable,  induced  the  House,  notwith- 
standing their  difierent  sentunents,  to  make  a  short 
adjournment,  to  consider  farther  of  the  weight  of  that 
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objection,  and  also  of  the  sums  by  that  bill  proposed 
to  be  made,  and  continued  current  in  this  province* 
And  now,  when  we  reflect,  that  though  the  complamts 
against  a  paper  currency,  arising  from  the  excesses  of 
some  colonies  therein,  were  indeed  at  first  too  general 
and  undistinguishmg,  so  as  to  occasion  the  bringing 
mto  Parliament  a  bill  for  restraining  the  same  in  all  the 
colonies ;  yet,  as  upon  strict  mquhy  (a  state  of  our 
currency  then  lymg  before  them)  the  Paiiiament  thought 
fit  to  alter  the  bill,  and  lay  the  restraint  only  on  those 
colonies  where  that  currency  had  been  abused,  we  can- 
not but  look  on  this  as  distinguishing  m  our  favor; 
especially  as  we  are  assured,  that  no  complaints  were 
ever  made  of  our  currency  by  the  British  merchants, 
trading  hither,  who  only  could  be  affected  by  it ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  have,  whenever  called  upon 
for  their  opinion,  by  the  Pariiament  cm-  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  appeared  openly  and  warmly  in  its  favor,  and 
declared  (as  they  ^d  m  1739,  when  our  act  for  eighty 
thousand  pounds,  the  present  sum,  was  under  consid- 
eration), that  it  was  not  only  a  reasonable  sum,  but 
absolutely  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  commerce  of 
the  country ;  which  appears  by  the  report  of  the  said 
lords,  made  on  that  occasion  to  the  council.  And  as 
the  exports  fix)m  Britain  to  this  province,  of  which  we 
have  authentic  accounts,  had  then,  in  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  amounted  to  no  more  than  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  two  pence  sterling ;  and  now 
in  the  years  1749,  1750,  and  1751,  they  amount  to 
six  hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  three  hundred 
and  seventeen  pounds,  eight  shillings,  and  nine  pence 
sterlmg;  and  our  numbers  of  people,  and  domestic 
trade,  and  the  occasion  for  a  medium  of  commerce,  are 
equally  mcreased,  there  cannot,  we  thmk,  be  any  doubt, 
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but  the  British  merchants  will  now  likewise  be  of  opm* 
ion,  that  the  small  addition  we  at  present  p^pose  is 
absolutely  necessary,  though  they  may  not  think  it  so 
suitable  to  our  circumstances  as  a  larger  sum;  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  pap^  currency  bearing 
by  no  means  the  same  proportion  to  our  trade  now,  as 
eighty  thousand  pounds  did  then.  And  it  is  certain, 
that,  as  the  money  circulating  among  us  diminishes, 
so  must  our  trade  and  usefulness  to  Great  Britain,  and 
our  consumption  of  its  manufactures  duninisfa. 

**  Upon  the  whole,  we  entreat  the  governor  to  con- 
sider the  distressing  circumstances  under  which  the 
trade,  and  in  consequence  the  whole  province,  must 
languish,  if,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  the  bill  we 
now  present  him  should  not  be  enacted  into  a  law. 
And  we  are  well  assured,  that,  as  the  governor  has 
been  pleased  to  declare  his  sentiments  of  the  many 
advantages  we  derive  from  the  use  of  paper  money,  his 
transmitting  it  home,  in  a  true  light,  will  make  our 
application  to  the  crown  as  effectual  as  it  is  season- 
able.'* 

The  governor  now  demurred  in  his  turn,  and,  by 
his  secretary,  gave  the  House  to  understand,  that,  as  it 
was  usual  for  the  assembly  to  meet  again  in  August  to 
finish  the  business  of  the  year,  he  chose,  fisr  that  and 
some  other  reasons,  to  keep  the  bill  nnder  considera- 
tion, till  that  time. 

In  this  the  House  acquiesced ;  and,  having  suspend- 
ed all  resolutions  on  the  proprietaries'  papa*,  and  the 
draft  prepared  by  a  committee  of  their  own  in  an- 
swer to  it,  till  their  next  sitting,  proceeded  to  the 
Indian  affairs,  and,  having  come  to  proper  resdJutions 
thereon,  transmitted  them  also,  together  with  the  fol- 
lowing judicious  message,  to  the  governor,  to  wit 
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"May  it  please  the  Governw, 

**  We  have,  on  all  occasions,  acknowledged  our  grate- 
ful sentiments  of  the  governor's  r^ard  and  justice 
towards  the  Indians,  our  allies  ;  and  we  now  again 
return  our  hearty  thanks  fot  his  continutd  care,  and 
for  communicatmg  the  intelligence  he  has  received  con- 
cerning their  present  distresses.  In  pursuance  of  which, 
we  have  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letters  laid 
before  the  House,  with  the  message  of  the  16th  of 
October  last,  together  with  the  governor's  late  message 
and  papers,  sent  down  to  us  before  and  since  the  return 
of  the  expresses  despatched  to  Ohia  We  have  also 
carefully  examined  the  messenger  himself,  and  such 
Indian  traders,  and  others,  who  could  give  us  any  in- 
formation of  the  numbers  and  designs  cf  the  forces, 
raised  by  the  governor  of  Canada,  and  of  the  condition 
€i  the  Twigtwees,  as  well  as  the  other  Indians,  our 
allies,  upcm  the  waters  of  Ohio ;  and,  upon  mature 
deliberation,  have  resolved  to  contribute  generously  to 
their  assistance,  by  a  present  suitable  to  their  want  of 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

"Though  the  alliance  between  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Six  Nations,  and  the  protection  and 
assistance  they  expect  to  receive  in  virtue  of  that  alli- 
ance, is  more  immediately  under  the  direction  of  the 
government  of  New  York;  and  although  Virginia,  at 
this  time,  has  entered  largely  into  the  trade,  and  will, 
no  doubt,  on  the  present  occasion,  assist  them  and 
their  allies,  yet  we  have  always  endeavoured,  in  pro- 
portion to  our  abilities,  by  presents,  as  well  as  by  oblig- 
ing our  Indian  traders  to  behave  with  justice  towards 
them,  to  preserve  their  friendship ;  and  on  the  present 
occasion,  notwithstanding  we  have  the  misfortime  to 
differ  m  sentiments  with  our  proprietaries  in  the  part 
they  ought  to  bear  in  these  expenses,  we  have  rather 
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considered  the  advantages  both  they  and  the  province 
may  receive  by  our  liberality,  which  we  have  voted 
cheerfully,  and  recommended  the  distribution  to  the 
care  of  die  governor,  that  the  Six  Nations  at  Onondago 
(upon  any  application  to  be  made  to  him  in  their  own 
behalf,  or  for  their  allies  who  reside  to  the  westward, 
and  are  likely  to  be  more  immediately  affected)  may 
be  satisfied,'  and  the  present  mtended  them  best  answw 
their  necessities,  and  our  peaceable  and  friendly  inten- 
tions." 

The  present  was  eight  hundred  pounds ;  two  hun- 
dred pounds  as  a  present  of  condolence  to  the  Twig- 
twee  nation,  for  the  loss  of  fourteen  of  them,  cut  off  ia 
the  preceding  year,  by  the  French  and  their  Indians,* 
and  the  rest  to  be  distributed  by  the  governs  among 
the  other  nations,  at  his  own  discretion. 

Thus  far  all  was  calm  and  quiet  And  at  their  next 
meeting,  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  they  received  two 
other  messages  from  the  governor,  relating  to  the  money 
bill  and  the  Indian  present;  the  latter  importmg,  that 
he  had  not,  as  yet,  received  any  application  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  from  any  of  the  Indians,  nor  even 
such  well-grounded  advices  of  their  wants  and  distresses 
as  to  induce  him  to  make  any  use  of  the  credit  reposed 
m  him ;  that  he  had,  however,  despatched  Weiser  [the 
interpreter]  for  mtelligence;  and  that,  havmg  received 
advices  by  all  who  came  from  the  westward,  that  the 
French  were  on  their  march  towards  the  Ohio,  and  had 


*  They  suffered  this  loss  in  defence  of  some  English  traders  then  in 
one  of  their  towns.  The  French  came  with  a  strong  hody,  and  demanded 
that  the  traders  and  their  goods  should  he  delivered  up  to  them.  The 
Indians  determined  to  protect  them,  hut  were  overpowered  hy  numhers  ; 
some  of  the  traders  were  killed,  and  the  rest  carried  away  to  Montreal, 
and  afterwards  sent  prisoners  to  France.  This  was  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  and  one  of  the  many  hostilities  of  the 
like  kind  previous  to  our  seizing  their  ships. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OP  PENNSYLVANIA.  231 

sent  out  their  parties  to  scour  the  woods  before  them, 
he  had  not  sent  the  present  of  condolence,  for  fear  of 
its  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  &c* 

And,  as  to  the  former,  it  related  to  the  currency  bill, 
returned  at  the  same  time  with  some  few  amendments, 
to  which  he,  the  governor,  presumed  the  House  could 
have  no  objection;  and  concluded  with  these  remark- 
able expressions,  **I  cannot,  however,  but  acquaint 
you,  that,  in  giving  my  assent  to  this  bill,  I  have  acted 
rather  in  compliance  to  your  repeated  application,  than 
that,  in  my  own  judgment,  I  could  think  an  addition  to 
our  currency  at  this  time  absolutely  necessary.  I  am 
in  hopes,  nevertheless,  that,  as  the  sum  to  be  emitted  is 
not  exorbitant,  it  may  be  attended  with  no  bad  conse- 
quences  to  the  province." 

Now  the  principal  of  these  amendments  was  the  fol« 
lowing  proviso,  viz.  **  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  this  act 
or  any  thing  therein  contamed,  shall  not  take  effect,  or 
be  deemed  or  construed  or  taken  to  have  any  force  or 
effect,  until  the  same  shall  have  received  the  royal 
approbation  of  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or  successors.** 
Which  proved  to  be  so  far  from  being  unobjectionable, 
that  upon  the  question  the  House  unanimously  resolved, 
"  not  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  because  they  appre- 
hended it  to  be  destructive  of  the  liberties  derived  to 
them  by  the  royal  and  provincial  charters,  as  well  as 
injurious  to  the  proprietaries'  rights,  and  without  any 
precedent  m  the  laws  of  the  province."  And  the  gov- 
ernor, on  the  other  hand,  adhered,  ^  because  the  clause 
so  proposed  to  be  added  was  founded  on  the  additional 
instruction  from  the  Lords  Justices,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Commons'  address  above  specified,  which  instruction 
had  been  known  to  the  province  ever  smce  January, 
1740;  and,  consequentiy,  they  might  see  the  reason  of 
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his  adding  it  was  such  as  he  could  not  allow  himself 
the  liberty  of  recedmg  from." 

And  here  it  is  to  be  lamented^  that,  while  this  a&ir 
was  first  under  the  consideration  df  Parliament,  neither 
the  proprietary  nor  the' provincial  agent  thought  fit  to 
lay  those  clauses  of  their  charter  before  the  House,  by 
which  the  said  proprietary  and  the  assembly  are  m- 
trusted  with  the  whole  legislative  power,  subject  to  the 
royal  revisicm  and  ratification,  and  may  even  put  laws 
not  inconsistent  with  their  allegiance  in  fcHX^  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  without  it ;  smce,  in  all  probabili^, 
that  measure  would  have  produced  some  such  tempera- 
ment as  might  have  prevented  the  broil  which  ensued 
apparently  for  want  of  it. 

The  assembly  took  the  govemor^s  reply  unmediately 
into  consideration,  and  prepared  a  suitable  rejoinder, 
in  which,  having  interwoven  the  unanimous  resolution 
just  specified,  they  declared  themselves  assured,  fit)m 
the  report  of  their  committee,  to  whom  they  had  re- 
ferred both  the  clause  and  the   examination  of  their 
laws,  that  there  had  not  been  one  single  instance  of  a 
law  passed  under  such  a  restriction  as  that  then  con- 
tended for,  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  province  to 
that  day.    And  here  they  might  have  safely  stopped,  if 
they  had  thought  fit,  seemg  nothing  could  be  added  in 
their  justification  stronger  than  their  charter  claims,  and 
such  a  series  of  practice  founded  upon  them.     But, 
willmg  to  be  every  way  fortified,  they  entered  farther 
into  an  inquiry,  why  so  dangerous  an  experiment  should 
be  then  pressed  upon  them  without  the  least  apparent 
necessity.    And  proceeded  to  show,  that  the  instruction 
itself  was  a  temporary  one ;  that,  though  it  was  directed 
to  a  governor  of  that  province,  among  the  rest,  it  neither 
did  nor  could  suit  their  circumstances,  either  at  that 
or  at  any  other  time,  before  or  since ;  that  this,  having 
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been  manifested  to  and  acknowledged  by  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  the  ends  of  it,  as  to  them,  had  been  fully  an- 
swered ;  that  the  said  lords,  in  their  report  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  subsequent  to  that  address  to  the  throne 
concerning  the  paper  currencies  of  America,  having  sig- 
nified, that  they  would  humbly  propose  that  his  Majesty 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  repeat  his  orders  to  his 
governors  of  the  plantations,  not  to  give  their  assent  for 
the  future,  to  any  bill  or  bills  for  issuing  or  re-issuing 
paper  money,  proceed  to  say,  **  We  hope  these  propo- 
sitions for  reducmg  and  dischargmg  the  paper  currency 
of  the  plantations,  may  have  a  good  efiect  in  those 
governments  which  are  held  by  immediate  commission 
under  his  Majesty ;  but  we  are  very  doubtful,  whether 
they  will  produce  the  like  effect  in  the  charter  govern- 
ments, who  do  apprehend  themselves  by  their  particu- 
lar charters  and  constitutions  to  be  very  little  depend- 
ent upon  the  crovm,  and  for  that  reason  seldom  pay 
that  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  orders,  which  might  be 
reasonably  expected  fipom  them;*'  that,  notwithstand- 
ing what  is  here  said  concerning  the  repetition  of  these 
orders,  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  those  orders, 
at  least  to  their  governors,  had  never  been  repeated; 
that  a  bill,  in  which  was  a  clause  to  enforce  the  orders 
and  mstructions  of  the  crown  in  America,  had  been 
repeatedly  brought  mto  Parliament,  and  as  often  reject- 
ed ;  that  the  governor  himself  had  represented  this  bill 
(to  restrain  the  issues  of  paper  money)  as  of  mischiev- 
ous tendency;  that  even  the  very  proprietaries  had 
made  a  merit  of  opposing  it ;  that,  as  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpose,  which  did  pass  in  June, 
1751,  the  eastern  colonies  alone  were  mcluded,  so 
Pennsylvania  was  left  in  full  possession  of  its  rights, 
even  by  the  Parliament  itself;  that,  as  the  date  of  the 
governor's  commission  was  many  years  posterior  to  the 
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date  of  the  bstruction,  they  hoped  and  presumed,  he 
was  at  full  liberty  to  pass  all  their  acts  upon  the  terms 
granted  them  by  the  royal  and  provmcial  charter,  with- 
out putting  them  to  the  disagreeable  necessi^  of  exam* 
inmg  the  validity  of  such  instructions,  &c.  And,  lastly, 
as  to  the  issue  of  their  inquiry,  concerning  the  necessity 
of  contrading  for  the  present  amendmaoits,  they  not 
only  declared  themsehres  at  a  loss  to  find  it  out,  but  also 
called  upon  the  governor  to  comply  with  the  general 
voice  of  the  people,  and  the  repeated  unanimous  appli- 
cations of  their  representatives  in  grantmg  them  and 
the  province  the  seasonable  relief  provided  for  in  the 
bill,  by  giving  his  assent  to  it  as  it  stood. 

How  the  governor  was  circumstanced  may  be  gath- 
ered from  his  actions ;  he  adhered  to  his  amendments, 
and  returned  the  bill  as  before,  with  a  written  message^ 
in  which  he  persevered  in  holding  up  the  instruction 
as  an  insurmountable  bar,  till  revoked,  to  the  assent 
required  of  him ;  urging,  that  his  predecessor  had  done 
the  same  in  1746;  that  the  assembly  admitted  the  va- 
lidity of  it  in  ordmary  cases,  and,  without  pretending 
to  dispute,  only  hoped  he  would  find  himself  at  liberty 
on  a  reconsideration  to  give  his  assent,  notwithstand- 
ing, to  a  currency  bill,  when  any  extraordinary  emer- 
gency required  it ;  that  then,  it  seemed  plain,  they  did 
not  think  an  instruction,  founded  on  an  address  of  the 
commons,  was  either  illegal  or  temporary,  or  destruc- 
tive of  their  liberties ;  that,  if  these  were  then  the  senti* 
ments  of  both  governor  and  assembly,  there  was  no  room 
for  the  insmuation  that  he  had  been  the  first  to  press  so 
dangerous  an  experiment ;  that,  if  there  was  no  instance 
before  (^  a  like  clause  offered,  there  was,  perhaps,  no 
instance  of  the  like  instruction,  which  otherwise,  it  was 
to  have  been  supposed,  would  have  met  with  the  same 
dutiful  obedience;  that  a  restraining  instruction  was. 
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perhaps,  on  no  occasion  so  necessary  as  in  the  business 
of  money,  over  which  the  Kmg  had  peculiar  preroga- 
tives ;  that,  if  they  could  make  it  appear  to  his  Majesty's 
mmistry,  that  an  addition  to  their  currency  was  at  that 
time  necessary,  the  royal  compliance  was  not  to  be 
doubted ;  that,  with  regard  to  the  former  currency  bill 
by  them  cited,  he  was  still  of  the  same  opinion ;  but 
that  surely  a  very  moderate  share  of  penetration  was 
sufficient  to  distinguish  between  an  act  to  enforce  all 
orders  and  instructions,  and  an  instruction  founded  on 
an  address  of  Parliament ;  that  they  would  certainly 
allow  him  to  judge  for  himself  in  a  point  recommended 
to  his  observance  on  pain  of  incurring  his  Majesty's 
highest  displeasure;  that  he  did  not  by  any  means 
blame  them  for  contending  for  what  they  apprehended 
to  be  their  rights  and  privileges,  consequently  could 
have  no  objection  to  their  examining  the  validity  of  the 
King's  instructions,  provided  they  proceeded  with  such 
temper  and  moderation,  as  might  give  the  world  no 
room  to  repeat  the  charge  brought  against  the  charter 
governments  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  of  apprehending 
themselves  very  litde  dependent  on  the  crown;  and 
that,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  sincerely  of  opinion,  the 
royal  instruction  was  of  the  same  force  as  when  the 
late  governor  told  the  assembly,  in  the  year  1746,  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  such  a  pitch  of  boldness  as 
to  contravene  it 

It  is  obvious,  that  the  conjuring  up  the  ghost  of  these 
departed  instructions,  was  only  to  strike  an  awe  into 
the  assembly,  and  thereby  prepare  them  for  what  farther 
practice  the  new  orders,  which  could  not  but  accom- 
pany the  proprietary's  paper  already  recited,  might 
enjoin. 

The  Kmg,  the  King's  ministers,  and  the  House  of 
Commons,   were  authorities  too  big  for  a  provincial 
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representative  to  compete  with,  and  therefore  it  might 
be  supposed  their  very  names  would  serve. 

But  they  were  too  wise  and  too  steady  to  be  amused ; 
and  the  difference  of  language  made  use  of  by  the  pro- 
prietaries and  their  governor  was  alone  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  different  conduct  they  observed ;  for,  though 
the  governor  talked  only  of  the  sovereign  power,  the 
proprietaries  talked  only  of  themselves ;  **  If  we  shall 
be  induced  from  the  state  of  your  trade  to  consent  to 
an  increase  of  your  paper  currency." 

Not  thinkmg  themselves  obliged,  therefore,  to  con- 
sider what  additional  mducements  were  necessary  to 
mdine  those  great  men  to  suffer  their  deputy  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  his  commission,  the  assembly  chose 
to  lose  their  bill  rather  than  pay  more  for  it  than  it 
was  worth. 

Accordingly,  the  governor's  amendments  being  again 
put  to  the  question,  were  again  rejected  unanimously ; 
and  a  committee  was  appomted  to  answer  his  message, 
which  they  did  m  such  a  manner  as  showed  they  were 
more  anxious  to  do  justice  to  their  cause  than  make 
their  court  to  the  governor. 

What  Governor  Thomas  did  m  passing  the  five  thou- 
sand pounds  act,  they  urged  against  what  he  said ;  the 
validity  of  instructions  in  ordinary  cases,  said  to  be 
admitted  by  the  assembly  of  that  time,  they  explain 
away,  by  saying,  the  distinction  was  only  made  use  of 
to  furnish  the  governor  with  a  pretence,  or  inducement, 
to  pass  the  bill ;  that  this  was  not  the  first  instruction 
unlimited  in  point  of  time,  and  remainbg  as  yet  unre- 
voked, which  neither  was  nor  would,  as  they  hoped,  be 
observed,  smce  there  was  one  still  to  be  found  in  the 
council  books  to  Governor  Keith,  dated  July,  1723, 
requiring  him,  for  the  future,  not  to  pass  any  private 
act   without    a  suspendmg   clause,  till  his   Majesty's 
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approbation  had  been  first  obtained;  that  unfortunate, 
indeed,  would  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  be,  if  gover- 
nors were  never  to  be  fi^ed  fitan  the  obligation  of  occa- 
sional mstructions.  ^  If  the  King,"  said  they,  ^  should 
judge  all  the  purposes  of  his  mstruction  answered,  upon 
passmg  the  paper-money  bill  in  Parliament  in  1751,  we 
must,  nevertfieless,  for  ever  contmue  under  the  burden 
of  it  without  redress.  And  if  we  should  suppose  the 
governor  is  restricted  by  the  proprietaries  torn  giving 
his  assent  to  the  emission  of  any  farther  sum  in  bills  of 
credit,  as  we  have  very  little  reason  to  doubt,  if  then 
the  proprietaries  should  be  pleased  to  withdraw  that 
restriction,  and  leave  him  at  liberty  to  pass  all  our  acts 
upon  the  terms  granted  us  by  our  charters,  what  will 
this  avail,  if  the  governor  continues  to  think  he  can  never 
be  freed  from  the  obligation  of  his  instructions  ?  " 

More  materially  still,  they  also  subjomed  the  articles 
following,  viz. 

"We  apprehend  all  royal  orders  and  instructions 
subject  the  governors  to  whom  they  are  directed,  and 
their  successors  too,  as  the  governor  is  pleased  to  in- 
form us,  to  the  royal  displeasure,  unless  such  mstruc- 
tions  are  revoked  by  his  Majesty's  authority ;  and  yet 
we  cannot  find  that  Governor  Keith,  to  whom  it  was 
directed,  or  Governor  Gordon  his  successor,  or  Gover- 
nor Thomas,  or  our  present  governor,  have  ever  thought 
themselves  under  any  danger  of  incurring  his  Majesty's 
displeasure  for  a  total  neglect,  and  direct  disobedience  to 
the  additional  instruction  of  the  Lords  Justices  in  1723, 
the  origmal  of  which,  we  make  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
of  the  mstruction  of  1740,  is  in  the  governor's  posses- 
sion ;  and  the  substance  of  both  we  know  to  be  printed 
with  the  minutes  of  our  House.  Why  then  an  instruc- 
tion, allowed  to  be  m  force  in  1723,  and  still  unrevoked, 
should  be  of  no  effect,  and  an  additional  instruction  of 
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the  Lords  Justices  m  1740,  possibly  revoked  by  the 
conduct  of  the  succeeding  sessions  of  the  same  Parlia- 
ment, upon  whose  address  to  his  Majesty  that  instruc- 
tion was  founded,  should  be  so  strictly  binding,  is  what 
we  cannot  apprehend.*' 

"  But  if  the  liberty  the  governor  contends  for  can 
mean,  that  we  must  allow  him  to  judge  for  himself,  how 
far  he  may  or  may  not  obey  such  royal  instructions, 
at  his  own  risk  (as  his  Majesty's  highest  displeasure 
is  threatened  agamst  him  particularly)  and  at  his  own 
pleasure  too,  then  we  must  own  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
distinguish  any  great  difference  between  the  mischiev- 
ous tendency  of  an  act  to  enforce  all  orders  and  instruc- 
tions of  the  crown  whatever,  and  the  necessity  the 
governor  is  pleased  to  thmk  we  are  under  to  allow  him 
the  power  of  enforcing  them  whenever  he  shall  think 
fit;  with  this  preference,  however,  that  we  would  far 
rather  choose  to  submit  ourselves  and  our  cause  to  the 
King  and  the  justice  of  a  British  Parliament,  than  to 
the  mere  will  of  our  governor,  whether  to  enforce  or 
disregard  them,  however  they  may  have  answered  their 
ends,  or  otherwise  abated  of  their  force ;  and,  in  the 
present  case,  we  hope  the  governor,  on  reflection,  wiD 
pay  some  regard  to  the  judgment  of  the  same  Parlia- 
ment from  which  the  address  to  the  crown  had  been 
preferred  to  issue  this  additional  mstruction,  who,  al- 
though requested  in  their  next  session  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  to  address  the  crown  again,  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  repeat  his  instructions  to  the  governors  in 
his  American  colonies,  have  not  only  never  complied 
therewith,  that  we  know  of,  but  have  since  passed  an 
act  for  restraining  the  issuing  bills  of  credit  m  those 
particular  colonies,  where,  after  a  full  mquiry,  they  found 
such  emissions  injurious  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
or  not  calculated  to  do  justice  between  man  and  man. 
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and  have  left  us,  as  we  presume,  ezonerafed  from  the 
burden  of  this  additional  mstruction,  and  in  full  power 
oyer. our  laws  upon  the  terms  of  oiu*  charters;  and, 
so  long  as  we  ask  nothing  farther  than  is  warranted  by 
these,  we  hope  it  neither  wiU  nor  can  interfere  wi^ 
the  royal  prerogatives. 

^  It  may  be  presumed,  the  representatives  of  this 
provmce,  when  met  in  their  assemblies,  have  some 
valuable  privileges  yet  left  in  framing  their  laws^  to  do 
justice  between  man  and  man,  without  the  aid  of  an 
additional  instruction;  and  we  hope  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected that  we  should  very  easily  part  with  those  rights 
and  depend  on  royal  instructions,  over  which  we  are 
to  allow  the  governor  the  power  he  is  pleased  to  con- 
tend for ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  all  men  of 
understanding  and  candor  will  prefer  a  regular  course 
of  laws,  occasionally  suited  to  the  times,  and  framed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  annually  chosen, 
and  assented  to  by  their  governor,  to  a  series  of  instruc- 
tions sent  for  that  purpose  from  so  great  a  distance. 

"  For  our  own  part,  we  are  fully  satisfied  and  assur- 
ed, that  so  long  as  we  continue  in  our  duty  and  loyalty 
to  the  best  of  Kngs,  who  has  been  pleased  to  declare, 
that  nothing  in  this  world  can  give  him  so  much  pleasure 
as  to  see  (Ms  subjects)  a  flourishing  and  happy  people  ; 
and  neither  claim,  nor  desire,-  other  or  greater  privileges 
than  those  we  have  a  right  to,  under  the  grant  of  his 
royal  predecessors,  we  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
a  King  and  a  British  Parliament ;  and,  as  it  is  our  duty 
to  defend  these  in  the  best  manner  we  are  able,  m  the 
faithful  discharge  of  so  high  a  trust,  we  shall  have  the 
satisfaction  of  our  own  minds,  and,  we  hope,  the  coun- 
tenance of  all  good  men,  notwithstanding  the  governor's 
opinion,  that  the  charge  made  against  this  province 
(among  other  charter  provinces)  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
is  not  much  to  our  advantage." 
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And  having  before  declared  their  persuasion  or  as* 
surance,  that  the  governor  might  pass  the  law  in  ques- 
tion, or  any  other  law  consistent  with  the  royal  charter^ 
without  the  least  apprehension  of  his  Majesty's  dis- 
pleasure, they  finally  suggest,  that  it  must  be  not  only 
a  loss  of  time  to  the  representatives,  but  a  great  ex- 
pense to  the  country,  to  prepare  bOls  for  the  governor's 
assent,  which  he  was  bound  by  jnivate  instructions 
torn  the  proprietaries  not  to  pass. 

Unanimously  this  report  was  approved  of;  and  ye^ 
from  a  principle  of  moderation  we  must  presume,  it  was 
left  to  be  reconsidered  by  the  next  assembly ;  as  also 
was  anoth^  report,  received  the  same  day  from  the 
c(»nmittee,  appointed  to  draw  up  a  reply  to  the  paper 
last  transmitted  from  the  proprietaries,  of  which»  as  a 
debt  both  of  honor  and  justice  to  the  i»x)vince,  sone 
account  is  now  to  be  given. 

Sixteen  sections  or  paragraphs,  it  must  be  recollect- 
ed, that  paper  was  composed  of;  and  one  by  one  they 
are  severally  considered,  acknowledged  or  refused. 

The  declaration  contained  in  the  first  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  a  noble  one,  and  worthy  the  rank  held 
by  the  proprietaries;  the  insinuation  in  the  second  is 
declared  to  be  not  only  groundless  but  also  injurious; 
the  assembly,  instead  of  opposing  the  proprietary  inta*- 
est,  having  ccmsulted  that  interest,  even  in  the  veiy 
point  m  question,  if  it  was  consistent  with  their  interest 
to  have  a  good  understanding  with  the  people;  to  ob- 
tain which  a  method  was  proposed ;  to  the  intimation 
contained  in  the  third,  that,  after  they  had  ordered  their 
governor  to  give  the  answer  which  he  did  to  the  former 
application,  they  had  no  reason  to  expect  a  repetition 
directly  to  themselves,  &c,  it  was  replied^  that  repeti- 
tions, when  they  are  supported  with  new  reasons,  and 
contain  answers  to  those  given  for  rdusing  the  request 
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that  had  been  made,  are  justifiable  m  all  cases,  except 
where  the  persons  applied  to  were  sure  to  be  mfallibly 
right,  or  incapable  of  hearing  reason ;  to  the  fourth, 
containing  the  opinion  of  the  Lc»*ds  of  Trade,  concerning 
the  obligations  mcumbent  on  the  proprietaries  as  chief 
goremors,  to  pay  a  part  of  public  charges,  the  com* 
mittee  say,  that  the  House  did  not  require  their  con- 
tribution as  governors  but  as  proprietaries,  which  was 
according  to  William  Penn*s  own  distinction  formeriy 
made ;  and  considering  them,  as  in  the  same  paragraph 
is  afterwards  done,  to  be  the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of 
the  provmce,  it  follows  undeniably,  that  such  their  con- 
tributions were  therefore  due  to  the  provmce  in  propor- 
tion to  their  substance  m  it ;  in  their  answer  to  the  fifth, 
they  both  combat  with  and  complam  of  a  misrepresen- 
tation contained  in  it,  as  a  thing  unworthy  the  dignity 
of  the  proprietaries  and  chief  governors  of  a  provmce, 
urging,  that  they  did  not  assert,  purchases  were  made 
directly  with  the  people's  money ;  but  only,  that  they 
were  made  on  the  more  reasonable  terms,  because  of 
the  provincial  presents  attending  them ;  and  that  this  was 
advanced  as  an  additional  reason  why  the  proprietaries 
should  bear  at  least  a  proporticmal  part  of  die  expense 
of  such  presents,  sharing  m  the  first  place,  as  they  did, 
in  the  good  from  these  treaties  resulting  to  the  whole, 
and  engrossing,  over  and  above,  a  v^  considerable 
advantage  to  themselves. 

To  the  sixth,  which  insinuates,  that  the  people  are 
able  enough  to  pay  these  expenses  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  proprietaries,  they  retort  most  unanswer- 
ably, that  because  they  are  able  to  pay,  it  does  not 
follow,  that,  therefore,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  unjustiy ; 
as  also,  that  they,  the  proprietaries,  are  as  able  as  them- 
selves, and  askmg  why  ihBt  reason,  which,  it  was  plain, 
was  not  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  pay  a  part,  should 

VOL.  in.  31  V 
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be  held  of  force  enough  with  the  people  to  mduce  them 
to  pay  the  whole?  After  which  they  declare  the  chai^ 
against  them  m  the  said  paragraph  of  aiming  to  capti- 
vate the  weakest  of  the  people,  &c.,  to  be  an  absolute 
mistake,  unsupported  with  the  least  degree  of  prob- 
ability, the  proprietaries  not  having  had  any  formidable 
share  in  the  people's  esteem  for  many  years  past,  nor 
the  supposed  address  to  the  people  made,  nor  the  rep- 
resentation itself  published,  nor  even  the  votes  on  which 
it  was  founded,  till  after  the  election  was  over,  &c 

Upon  the  seventh,  concemmg  the  expediency  of 
showing  a  due  regard  to  the  proprietaries  and  their 
interest,  they  comment  as  follows;  ''That  is,  as  we 
understand  it,  though  the  proprietaries  have  a  deputy 
here,  supported  by  the  province,  who  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  fully  empowered  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  for  the 
service  of  the  country,  yet,  bpfore  we  can  obtain  such 
laws,  we  must  facilitate  their  passage,  by  paying  money 
for  the  proprietaries  which  they  ought  to  pay;  or  in 
some  other  shape  make  it  their  particular  interest  to 
pass  them.  We  hope,  however,  that,  if  this  practice  has 
ever  been  begun  it  will  never  be  continued  in  this 
province ;  and  that  since,  as  this  very  paragraph  allows, 
we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  such  laws,  we  shall  be 
always  able  to  obtam  them  from  the  goodness  of  our 
sovereign,  without  going  to  market  for  them  to  a  sub- 
ject" They  afterwards  expatiate  on  the  word  rank,  as 
applied  by  the  proprietaries  to  themselves  in  the  same 
paragraph,  concerning  which  they  say,  **  We  cannot 
find  on  perusing  the  representation  in  question,  that  it 
contains  any  treatment  unsuitable  to  their  rank.  The 
resolve  of  tlie  House  was,  that,  to  prevent  dissatisfac- 
tions on  all  sides,  they  should  be  requested,  in  the  most 
reasonable  and  most  respectful  manner,  to  agree  upon 
a  proportion  of  Indian  charges  to  be  paid  by  them  and 
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the  province  according  to  justice ;  and  it  may  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  judgment  of  all  impartial  persons,  whether 
the  representation  drawn  m  pursuance  of  the  resolve 
was  not  both  reasonable  m  itself  and  respectful  in  the 
manner.  It  was  not,  as  the  proprietaries  represent  it, 
an  address  to  the  public.  It  is  not  to  this  day  made 
public.  It  was  a  private  application  to  themselves, 
transmitted  to  them  through  die  hands  of  their  gov- 
ernor. Their  true  mterest  (which  they  will  always  find 
to  consist  m  just,  equitable,  and  generous  measures, 
and  in  securing  the  afiections  of  their  people)  was  con- 
sulted in  it,  and  one  suitable  means  proposed  to  obtain 
that  end.  As  to  rank,  the  proprietaries  may  remember, 
that  the  crown  has  likewise  been  pleased  to  give  the 
assemblies  of  this  province  a  rank ;  a  rank  which  they 
hold,  not  by  hereditary  descent,  but  as  they  are  the 
voluntary  choice  of  a  free  people,  unbribed,  and  even 
unsolicited;  but  they  are  sensible  that  true  respect  is 
not  necessarily  connected  with  rank,  and  that  it  is  only 
firom  a  course  of  action  suitable  to.  that  rank  they  can 
hope  to  obtam  it" 

Coming  then  to  the  eighth,  they  express  their  sur* 
prise  at  the  concern  affected  by  the  proprietaries,  on 
their  bemg,  as  they  say,  laid  under  a  necessity  of  ac- 
quamting  the  public  with  a  state  of  the  provmcial  reve- 
nue, the  said  revenue  being  annually  setded,  stated, 
printed,  and  published  by  the  assembly,  and  having  so 
been  for  thirty  years  past ;  adding,  that,  whatever  rea- 
sons the  proprietaries  might  have  to  make  a  secret  of 
their  revenue,  the  province  had  none.  The  manner  in 
which  the  projMietaries  reason  concerning  taxes  they 
object  to  m  the  next  place,  as  inaccurate  and  inconclu- 
sive ;  assertmg,  that  taxes,  how  reasonably  soever  im- 
posed or  willingly  paid,  are  nevertheless  taxes;  that 
all  taxes  ought,  upon  the  whole,  to  produce  more  good 
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to  those  who  pay  them^  dian  the  same  sum  left  at  their 
own  disposal,  in  which  case  they  are  no  bmxlen,  &c ; 
and  concludmg  thus ;  ^  After  estimating  our  whole  pres- 
ent  revenue,  as  if  it  had  been  the  same  for  twenty  years 
past,  and  would  certainly  continue,  though  the  proprie- 
taries  know  it  depends  on  temporary  acts  near  expiring; 
the  renewal  of  which  is  at  best  dubious,  they  conclude 
that  four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  for  Indian  expenses, 
is  a  small  sum,  and  that  we  are  under  no  necessity  of 
being  frugal,  on  this  account,  of  the  public  money. 
This  four  hundred  a  year  is  the  sum  that  they  find 
has  been  paid  on  an  average  for  twenty  years  past, 
and  they  take  no  notice  of  its  being  a  growing  charge, 
and  that,  for  the  four  last  years  before  the  representa- 
tion, it  amounted  to  nearly  twelve  hundred  a  year, 
which  we  conceive  disinterested  persons  will  Aink  a 
very  large  sum;  and  although  the  same  excise  might 
have  b«en  raised,  if  not  half  that  money  had  been 
expended,  it  does  not  seem  to  us  to  foBow,  that  the 
proprietaries  ought  not  to  have  p^d  their  just  proper* 
tion  of  it ;  if  the  sum  be  small,  their  proportion  of  it 
must  have  been  smaller;  and  the  money  so  saved 
might  have  been  applied  to  some  other  use,  beneficial 
to  the  public,  or  have  remained  ready  m  the  treasurer 
for  any  emergency.** 

In  return  to  the  ninth  they  say,  the  people  of  Penn- 
sylvania pay,  proportionably,  as  much  towards  the  sup- 
port of  his  Majesty's  government,  in  the  shs^e  of  duties 
and  excise,  as  the  proprietary  family,  or  any  other 
subjects ;  indeed  as  much  as  an  mfant  colony  can 
bear ;  and  more  they  hoped  and  believed  the  justice 
of  a  British  Parliament  would  never  burden  them  with; 
adding,  ^^The  proprietaries'  exemption  was  not  published 
till  now  at  their  own  instance ;  it  was  made  use  of  as 
a  private  motive  to  themselves  only  in  the  represen- 
tation:" 
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To  the  tenth,  which  regards  the  Indian  interpreter, 
among  other  thmgs  equally  pertinent,  they  say,  **We 
suppose  the  instance  alluded  to,  wherem  the  assembly 
did  not  fully  satisfy  him,  must  have  been  such  as  the 
proprietaries  were  concerned  in  by  the  purchase  of 
lands;  and  a  part  might  be  accordingly  left  for  them 
to  pay."  And,  for  themselves  and  all  other  assemblies, 
they  declare  their  hope  and  belief  that  no  service  from 
the  proprietaries  to  the  province  will  ever  be  suffered 
to  pass  without  grateful  acknowledgments  and  proper 
returns. 

Of  the  proprietary  right  to  a  monopoly  of  land, 
whether  from  the  crown  or  assembly,  they,  in  answer 
to  the  eleventh  article,  wave  all  dispute ;  it  being  every 
way  conclusive  alike,  "  that  those  m  whose  favor  such 
monopoly  was  created,  ought,  at  least,  to  bear  a  part 
of  the  expense  necessary  to  secure  them  the  full  benefit 
of  W 

Lastly,  havmg  aheady  giv^ti  the  concluding  five  arti- 
cles ctf  the  proprietary  paper  in  the  entire,  it  is  but 
reasonable  to  subjoin  the  entire  answers,  which  were 
as  follow ;  to  wit 

^  12.  In  the  twelfth  paragraph,  three  thmgs  appear 
somewhat  extraordinary  to  your  committee.  1.  That 
the  proprietaries  should  deny  that  treaties  for  land  are 
made  at  less  expense  on  account  of  provmcial  presents 
accompanymg  them,  which  we  think  any  disinterested 
judge  would  at  least  allow  to  be  probable.  2.  That 
they  should  say  the  last  purchase  was  made  on  no 
other  account,  but  purely  to  save  the  province  the  ex- 
pense of  a  present ;  as  if  they  had  no  occasion  to  pur- 
chase more  land  of  the  Indians,  or  found  no  advantage 
in  it  3.  That,  to  prove  such  purchases  were  not  the 
cheaper  on  account  of  provmcial  presents  accompany- 
ing them,  they  should  give  an  instance  in  which,  they 
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themselves  say,  the  purchase  was  the  dearer  for  want 
of  such  presents.  If  purchases  are  dearer  to  the  pro- 
prietaries  when  no  provincial  presents  accompany  them, 
does  not  this  clearly  confirm  the  assertion  of  the  assem- 
bly, that  they  are  the  cheaper  when  there  are  such 
presents?  And  does  it  not  prove  what  the  proprieta- 
ries deny? 

*^  13.  It  appears  by  their  thirteenth  paragraph,  that 
the  proprietaries  think  the  part  they  voluntarily  submit 
to  bear,  and  expect  always  to  bear,  of  public  expenses, 
is  greater  than  their  proportion,  equitably  laid,  would 
amount  to.  If  this  be  so,  and  they  are,  as  they  say, 
*far  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing  to  any  public 
expense  which  it  is  reasonable  they  should  bear  a  part 
of,  although  their  estate  is  not  by  law  liable  to  be 
taxed,'  your  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  why 
they  should  refuse  ^  to  enter  into  an  agreement  for  the 
payment  of  any  particular  proportion  of  Indian  or  other 
public  expenses,'  when  such  agreement  might  save 
them  money^  and  is  proposed  to  prevent  dissatisfac- 
tions, and  to  preserve  union  and  harmony  between 
them  and  the  people ;  unless  it  be  to  show  their  utter 
contempt  of  such  union  and  harmony,  and  how  much 
they  are  above  valuing  the  people's  regard. 

"The  chaise  on  former  assemblies,  that  they  neg- 
lected the  defence  of  the  proprietaries'  city,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  but  think  unkind,  when  it  is  known  to 
the  world,  that  they  gave  many  thousand  pounds  dur- 
ing the  war  to  the  King's  use,  besides  pajring  near 
three  thousand  pounds  at  one  time,  to  make  good  the 
damages  done  to  the  masters  of  servants  by  the  irreg- 
ular and  oppressive  proceedings  of  the  proprietaries' 
lieutenant ;  and  that  their  not  providmg  cannon  to  de- 
fend the  city  was  not  from  neglect,  but  other  considav 
atkms  set  forth  at  large  in  the  printed  proceedings  of 
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those  times,  needless  now  to  be  repeated.  At  the 
same  time  it  may  be  remembered,  that,  though  the 
defence  of  the  proprietaries'  city,  as  they  are  pleased  to 
term  it,  by  batteries  of  cannon,  was  more  their  interest 
(we  will  not  say  duty)  than  any  other  persons'  what* 
soever,  and  they  now  represent  it  as  a  thing  so  neces- 
sary, yet  they  themselves  really  neglected,  and  even 
discouraged  it ;  while  some  private  gentlemen  gave 
sums  neariy  equal  to  that  they  mention,  and  many  con- 
tributed vastly  more^  considering  their  circumstances, 
by  which  means  those  batteries  were  not  only  com- 
pleted m  season,  but  the  defence  of  both  town  and 
cotmtry  in  that  viray  provided  for ;  whereas  this  boasted 
assistance  of  four  hundred  potmds'  worth  of  cannon, 
was  sent,  like  Venetian  succours,  after  the  wars  were 
oven  Yet  we  doubt  not  but  the  proprietary  who  sent 
them  has  long  since  had  the  thanks  of  those  who  re- 
ceived them,  though  we  cannot  learn  that  they  ever 
were  favored  with  any  from  him  for  what  they  did 
and  expended  in  defence  of  his  share  of  the  provmce 
property. 

^14.  The  fourteenth  paragraph  of  the  proprietaries' 
answer  seems  calculated  merely  for  the  same  design 
with  which  they  charge  the  representation,  viz.  to 
amuse  the  weaker  part  of  the  people.  If  they  are 
really  disposed  to  favor  the  drinkers  of  spirituous 
liquors,  they  may  do  it  without  a  law,  by  instructmg 
their  lieutenants  to  abate  half  the  license  fees,  which 
would  enable  the  retailers  to  sell  proportionably  cheap- 
er;  or  to  refuse  licenses  to  more  than  half  the  present 
number  of  public  houses,  which  might  prevent  the  ruin 
of  many  families,  and  the  great  increase  of  idleness, 
drunkenness,  and  other  unmoralities  among  us. 

"15.  In  return  to  the  good  resolutions  expressed  by 
the  proprietaries  in  their  fifteenth  section,  your  corn- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


248  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

mittee  hope,  that  future,  as  well  as  past  assemblies  will 
likewise  endeavour  to  make  the  public  good  the  rule 
of  their  actions,  and  upon  all  occasions  consult  the  true 
interest  and  honor  of  the  proprietary  family,  whaterer 
may  be  the  sentiments  or  conduct  of  any  of  its  par- 
ticular branches.  To  this  end,  we  think  the  honest 
and  free  remarks  contamed  in  this  report,  may  be  more 
conducive  than  a  thousand  flattering  addresses.  And 
we  hope,  that,  when  the  proprietaries  shall  think  fit  to 
reconsider  this  matter,  they  will  be  persuaded,  that 
agreeing  to  an  equitable  proportion  of  expense  will  be 
a  good  means  of  takmg  away  one  handle  of  dissendcm 
from  '  men  of  warm  and  uneasy  spirits,  if  such  should 
ever  unhappily  procure  themselves  to  be  elected.' 

"  16.  Yet,  if  the  proprietaries  are  really  desirous  of 
preserving  an  union  and  harmony  between  themselves 
and  this  people,  we  cannot  but  be  surprised  at  their 
last  paragraph,  whereby  they  endeavour  to  cut  off  the 
assemblies'  access,  to  them,  in  cases  where  the  answers 
received  from  their  deputies  may  not  be  thought  agree- 
able to  the  public  good.  No  King  of  England,  as  we 
can  remember,  has  ever  taken  on  himself  such  state, 
as  to  refuse  personal  applications  from  the  meanest  of 
his  subjects,  where  the  redress  of  a  grievance  could 
not  be  obtamed  of  his  oflicers.  Even  sultans,  sophies, 
and  other  Eastern  absolute  monarchs  will,  it  is  said, 
sometimes  sit  whole  days  to  hear  the  complaints  and 
petitions  of  their  very  slaves ;  and  are  the  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania  become  too  great  to  be  addressed  by 
the  representatives  of  the  firemen  of  their  province  ? 
If  they  must  not  be  reasoned  with,  because  they  have 
given  instructions,  nor  their  deputy  because  he  has 
received  them  ;  our  meetings  and  deliberations  are 
henceforth  useless;  we  have  only  to  know  their  will 
and  to  obey. 
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-  **  To  conclude ;  if  this  province  must  be  at  more 
than  two  thousand  pounds  a  year  expense  to  support 
a  proprietary's  deputy,  who  shall  not  be  at  Kberty  to 
use  his  own  judgment  m  passing  laws  [as  is  intimated 
to  us  m  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  answer  we  have 
been  considering],  but  the  assent  must  be  obtamed 
from  chief  governors,  at  three  thousand  miles*  distance, 
often  ignorant  or  misinformed  in  our  affairs,  and  who 
will  not  be  applied  to  or  reasoned  with  when  they  have 
given  instructions,  we  cannot  but  esteem  those  colo- 
nies that  are  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  crown 
in  a  much  more  eligible  situation ;  and  our  smcere  re- 
gard for  the  memory  of  our  first  proprietary  must  make 
us  apprehend  fc»*  his  children,  that,  if  they  follow  the 
advice  of  Rehoboam's  counselors,  they  will  like  him 
absolutely  lose,  —  at  least,  the  affections  of  their  peo- 
ple. A  loss,  which,  however  they  affect  to  despise, 
will  be  found  of  more  consequence  to  them  than  they 
seem  at  present  to  be  aware  oil" 
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CHAPTER    VI. 

Unanimous  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  concerning  the  Necessity  of  a 
Re€mi8sion  of  their  Paper  Currency.  Lord  Holdemesse's  Letter  and 
other  Papers.  The  Governor  revives  the  old  Controversy,  concerning 
the  Paper-Money  Instruction,  and  demands  supplies  to  arm  the  Province. 
The  Assembly  demur,  and  desire  a  short  Adjournment  The  Governor 
persists  in  his  former  Declaration.  The  Assembly  adjourn  and  are 
again  assembled  by  the  Governor.  Debates  in  the  Assembly,  and  a 
new  Acyoumment  Another  Session,  and  a  Message  firom  the  Gov- 
ernor, accompanied  with  Intelligence,  that  the  French  were  before  the 
Fort  built  by  the  Virginians  on  the  Ohio.  A  joint  Bill  for  granting 
Aid.  Amendments  proposed  by  the  Governor.  Unanimously  reject- 
ed by  the  Assembly.  The  Governor's  Reply.  A  Reflection  thereon. 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  and  Message  to  the  Governor  before 
their  Adjournment  They  are  re-convened  by  special  Summons. 
The  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  at  Albany  laid  before  them. 
They  prepare  and  present  a  Bill  for  striking  Bills  of  Credit,  which 
the  Governor  evades  for  want  of  sufficient  Powers  to  pass  it 

The  assembly,  returned  in  October  for  the  remam- 
der  of  the  year  1753,  and  to  last  till  October,  1754, 
bemg  composed  of  nearly  the  same  persons  as  the 
last,  met  with  the  same  disposition,  and  proceeded  on 
the  same  principles. 

To  have  a  sufficient  currency  was,  as  we  have  seen, 
the  great  provmcial  point ;  and,  frdm  the  facts  already 
stated,  it  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  the  proprietary  con- 
currence therewith  was  not  to  be  obtained,  but  upon 
such  terms  as  even  silver  and  gold  could  never  be 
worth.  The  loan-office,  which  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  assembly,  was  still  considered  as  an  over-balance 
for  the  land-office,  in  the  hands  of  the  oroprietary, 
though  they  never  came  mto  competition,  and  no  ben- 
efit could  any  way  result  to  the  province,  but  the  pro- 
prietaries were  sure  to  have  their  share  of  it 

What  encouragement  the  near  prospect  of  a  war 
furnished  to  either,  and  what  use  was  made  of  it,  and 
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at  whose  door  the  obstructions  given  to  the  public 
service  are  to  be  laid,  will  best  be  deduced  from  the 
sequel 

With  the  consideration  of  the  state  of  their  com- 
merce and  the  accumulated  proofs  resulting  therefrom, 
that,  with  the  increase  of  their  currency,  the  trade  of 
the  provmce,  as  well  by  importations  from  England  as 
the  exportations  of  their  own  product,  had  amazingly 
increased,  the  assembly  opened  their  sessions  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1754,  and,  taking  in  also  the  consideration  of 
their  currency  with  it,  came  to  the  foUowing  unanimous 
resolutions,  to  wit; 

"  That  it  is  necessary  that  the  paper  money  of  this 
provmce  should  be  reemitted  for  a  farther  time. 

"That  there  is  a  necessity  of  a  farther  addition  to 
the  paper  money  at  present  current  by  law  within  this 
province. 

**  That  there  is  a  necessity,  that  a  sum  should  be 
struck  to  exchange  the  ragged  and  torn  bills  now  cur- 
rent by  law  in  this  provmce.*' 

Upon  which  resolutions,  they  afterwards  ordered  in 
a  bill  for  strikmg  forty  thousand  pounds,  to  be  made 
current  and  emitted  on  loan,  and  for  reemitting  and 
continuing  the  currency  of  the  bills  ah^ady  in  circula- 
tion ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  governor  sent  them 
down  a  written  message,  accompanied  with  a  letter  to 
himself  from  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse,  a  second  from  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  and  a  third  from  the  French  command- 
ant on  the  Ohio  to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,  deputy-governor  of 
Vh^inia. 

The  Earl  of  Holdemesse's  letter  was  dated  August 
28th,  1763,  and,  as  it  may  be  presumed,  was  nearly  the 
same  with  the  other  letters,  sent  at  the  same  time,  to 
the  governors  of  the  other  provinces. 

The  contents  of  it  were,  "  That  his  Majesty  having 
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received  information  of  the  march  of  a  considerable 
number  of  Indians,  supported  by  some  regular  Euro- 
pean troops,  with  an  intention  as  it  was  apprehended 
to  commit  some  hostilities  on  parts  of  his  Majest3r's 
dominions  in  America,  his  lordship  had  recdved  the 
King's  commands  to  send  him  (the  governor)  intelli- 
gence thereof;  as  also  to  direct  him,  to  use  his  utmost 
diligence  to  learn  how  far  the  same  might  be  weO 
grounded ;  and  to  put  him  upon  hb  guard,  that  he 
might  be,  at  all  events,  in  a  condition  to  resist  any  hoe- 
tile  attempts  that  might  be  made  upon  any  parts  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions  within  his  govenmient;  and 
to  direct  him  m  the  King's  name,  that,  in  case  the 
subjects  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state  should  presume 
to  make  any  encroachments  on  the  limits  of  his  Majes- 
ty's dominions,  or  to  erect  forts  on  his  Majesty's  lands, 
or  commit  any  other  act  of  hostility,  he  was  immedi- 
ately to  represent  the  injustice  d*  such  proceedings, 
and  to  require  them  forthwith  to  desist  from  any  such 
unlawful  imdertaking ;  but  if^  notwithstanding  such  re- 
quisition, they  should  still  persist,  he  was  then  to  draw 
forth  the  armed  force  of  the  province,  and  to  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  repel  force  by  force.  But,  as  it  was 
his  Majesty's  determination  not  to  be  the  aggressor, 
he  had  the  King's  commands  most  strictly  to  enjdn 
him,  the  said  governor,  not  to  make  use  of  the  armed 
force  under  hb  direction,  excepting  within  the  undoubt- 
ed limits  of  his  Majesty's  dominions ;  and  that,  whereas 
it  might  be  greatly  conducive  to  his  Majesty's  service, 
that  all  his  provmces  in  America  should  be  aiding  and 
assisting  each  other  in  case  of  any  mvasion,  he  had 
it  particularly  in  charge  from  his  Majesty  to  acquamt 
him,  that  it  was  his  royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  he 
should  keep  up  an  exact  correspondence  with  all  his 
governors  on  the  continent;  and  that,  in  case  he  should 
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be  mformed  bj  them  of  any  hostile  attempts,  be  was 
immediately  to  assemble  the  general  assembly,  and  lay 
before  them  the  necessity  of  mutual  assistance,  and 
engage  them  to  grant  such  supplies,  as  the  exigency 
of.  affairs  might  require/' 

The  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  was  dated  Sep- 
tember 18th,  and  imported,  "  That,  his  Majesty  havmg 
been  pleased  to  order  a  sum  of  money  to  be  issued 
for  presents  to  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  and  to  direct 
his  governor  of  Nfew  York  to  hold  an  mterview  with 
them,  for  delivering  the  same,  for  bur}ring  the  hatchet, 
and  for  renewmg  the  covenant  chain,  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  signify  the  same.  And,  it  having  been 
usual  upon  the  like  occasions  formerly  for  aU  his  Maj- 
esty's colonies,  whose  interest  or  security  were  con- 
nected with  or  depended  upon  them,  to  join  in  such 
interview ;  and  that,  as  the  present  disposition  of  those 
Indians,  and  the  attempts  made  upon  them  to  withdraw 
them  from  the  British  interest,  appear  to  them  to  make 
such  a  general  interview  more  particularly  necessary  at 
that  time,  their  desire  was,  that  he,  the  governor,  would 
lay  this  matter  before  the  council  and  general  assembly 
of  the  province  under  his  government,  and  recommend 
to  them  forthvnth  to  make  a  proper  provision  for  ap- 
pointing commissioners,  to  be  jomed  with  those  of  the 
other  governments,  for  renewing  the  covenant  chain, 
&C.,  and  that  the  said  commissioners  might  be  men  of 
character,  ability,  mtegrity,  and  well  acquamted  with 
Indian  affairs." 

The  letter  of  the  French  commandant  was  in  answer 
to  the  representations  of  Governor  Dmwiddie,  concem- 
mg  the  French  encroachments  on  the  Ohio,  (for  the 
European  regulars,  mentioned  in  Lord  Hddemesse's 
letter,  were  of  that  nation,  though  so  much  caution  had 
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been  used  to  suppress  the  very  name,)  and  in  very 
polite  terms  denied  the  whole  charge. 

In  the  governor's  written  message  accompanying  these 
papers,  something  was  said  of  each;  and  of  the  last 
radier  more  (whatever -the  matter  of  fact  really  was) 
than  it  seems  to  contain.  The  French  commandant 
says,  ^  it  belongs  to  his  general  at  Canada,  not  to  him, 
to  demonstrate  the  reality  of  the  King  his  master's  right 
to  the  lands  situated  along  the  Ohio ;  that  he  shall  for- 
ward the  letter  he  has  received  to  him;  that  his  an- 
swer would  be  a  law  to  him ;  that,  as  to  the  requisition 
made  to  him  to  retire,  he  could  not  think  himself 
obliged  to  submit  to  it ;  that  he  was  there  by  his  gen- 
eral's orders,  which  he  was  determined  to  obey;  that 
he  did  not  know  of  any  thing  that  had  passed  during 
the  campaign,  which  could  be  esteemed  an  hostility; 
that,  if  the  governor  had  been  more  particular  in  his 
complaints,  he  had  been  more  particular  in  his  answer, 
&c." 

The  governor's  comment  is  in  these  words;  "An 
express  has  this  week  brought  me  Governor  Dinwid- 
dle's account  of  that  gentleman's  (Colonel  Geoige 
Washington's)  return  with  the  answer  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  fort,  who  avows  the  hostilities  already 
committed,  and  declares  his  orders  from  the  King  of 
France  are,  to  build  more  forts,  take  possession  of  all 
the  country,  and  oppose  all  who  shall  resist,  English 
as  well  as  Indians,  and  that  he  will  certainly  execute 
these  orders  as  early  as  the  season  will  permit" 

It  is  certain,  at  leasts  this  language  was  never  echoed 
at  home;  and  not  a  little  extraordinary  it  is,  to  find 
this  gentleman  in  his  very  next  paragraph,  making  so 
very  fi^e  with  the  French  nam^  which  the  secretary 
of  state  had  been  so  extremely  careful  to  avoid  the 
mention  of. 
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"  Gentlemen,'*  he  proceeds  to  say,  **  French  forts  and 
French  armies  so  near  us  w21  be  everlasting  goads  in 
our  sides ;  our  inhabitants  fiom  thence  will  feel  all  the 
miseries  and  dreadful  calamities  that  have  been  hereto- 
fore suffered  by  our  neighbour  colonies ;  all  those  out- 
rages, murders,  rapines,  and  cruelties,  to  which  their 
people  have  been  exposed,  are  now  going  to  be  ex- 
perienced by  ourselves,  unless  a  force  be  immediately 
raised  sufficient  to  repel  these  invaders.  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  therefore,  that,  as  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty, 
and  m  justice  to  your  country,  you  will  not  fail  to  take 
into  your  consideration  the  present  exigency  of  affairs ; 
and,  as  it  will  be  attended  with  a  very  considerable 
expense,  and  require  a  large  number  of  men,  make 
provision  accordingly,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  what 
his  Majesty,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  colonies,  will 
expect  from  a  government  so  populous,  and  likely  to  be 
so  nearly  affected  with  the  neighbourhood  of  French 
garrisons." 

In  subsequent  paragraphs,  he  farther  informs  the 
assembly,  that  the  governors  of  Virginia,  New  York, 
and  the  Massachusetts  had  made  a  tender  of  their 
assistance  to  the  provmce,  and  expressed  an  earnest 
desire  to  act  in  concert  with  it ;  enforces  the  necessity 
of  a  general  union  of  all  the  provinces,  both  m  council 
and  forces;  recommends  the  appointment  of  some 
trusty  person  to  reside,  in  behalf  of  the  provmce,  among 
the  Indians  upon  the  Ohio ;  as  also  the  preparation  of 
a  bill  for  better  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  and  con- 
cludes with  the  following  stimulative,  to  wit; 

"  Gentlemen, 

*^  There  b  so  much  to  be  done,  and  so  little  time  to 
do  it  m,  the  season  being  so  far  advanced,  and  Gover- 
nor Dmwiddie  expectmg  the  forces  frcnn  this  province 
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to  jcxn  those  of  YirpsMy  eaily  in  March,  on  the  Poto- 
macy  that  I  most  earnestly  entreat  you  will  not  dday 
the  supplies^  nor  deal  them  out  widi  a  sparing  hand, 
but  use  all  the  expedition  in  your  power ;  for  you  will 
undoubtedly  agree  with  me,  that  so  alarming  an  occa- 
sion has  not  occurred  since  the  first  settlement  of  the 
province,  nor  any  one  thing  happened  that  so  much 
deserves  your  serious  attention." 

A  treaty  with  the  Ohio  Indians,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
had  been  just  concluded  at  the  expense  of  the  prov- 
mce,  by  three  conmiissbners,  two  of  them  selected  out 
of  the  assembly  by  the  governor;  and  the  necessity 
of  regulating  the  Indian  trade  had,  in  the  course  of  the 
conferences^  been  made  undeniably  apparent,  by  the 
representalions  and  complaints  of  die  Indian  diiefs. 

And  the  reader  w31  of  himself  be  furnished  with 
proper  reflections  on  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse's  letters 
to  the  governors  of  the  several  provinces,  imposing  the 
double  care  upon  them,,  of  defending  themselves  agamst 
the  encroachments  of  the  enemy,  and  also  against  aH 
objections  at  home,  in  case  of  doing  it  imprc^riy.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  peculiar  difficulty  laid  both  on  the 
province  and  govanor  of  Pennsylvania,  where  there 
never  had  been  any  armed  force  cm  a  provincial  estab- 
lishment  at  all. 

The  assembly  took  the  whole  into  immediate  con- 
sideration,  and  agreed  upon  the  following  answer,  which 
was  sent  up  to  the  governor  the  same  day,  to  wit ; 

'^^The  distressed  circumstances  of  the  Indians,  our 
allies,  on  the  river  Ohio,  demand  our  closest  attention, 
and  we  shall  not  fail  to  proceed  in  the  matters  contam- 
ed  in  the  governor's  message  with  all  the  despatch  an 
afiair  of  so  much  importance  will  admit  of^  in  which 
we  doubt  not  to  comply  with  every  thing  that  can  be 
reasonably  expected  on  our  part 
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^  In  the  mean  time,  having  some  days  smce  pre- 
pared a  bill,  which  we  conceive  absolutely  necessary, 
not  only  to  the  trade  and  welfare  of  this  province,  but 
to  the  support  of  government,  upon  the  success  of 
which,  our  deliberations  at  this  time  must  in  a  great 
measure  depend,  we  now  lay  it  before  him  as  a  bill 
of  the  utmost  importance,  and  to  which  we  unanimously 
request  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  his  assent" 

Four  days  the  governor  and  his  council  employed 
in  considering  what  return  should  be  made  to  it;  or 
rather  in  searching  out  such  an  expedient  as  should 
force  the  province  mto  the  measm^s  of  the  proprieta- 
ries, or  else,  by  their  refusal,  embroil  them  with  the 
government  In  his  very  first  paragraph  he  gave  an 
absolute  negative  to  their  bill.  He  told  them,  that  the 
product  of  their  present  funds  wss  greatiy  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  support  of  government ;  that  he  hoped 
to  find  them  better  subjects  to  his  Majesty,  and  greater 
lovers  to  their  country,  than  to  make  the  issue  of  their 
bill,  in  which  he  and  they  had  an  equal  right  to  judge 
for  themselves,  the  rule  of  their  conduct  "I^  how- 
ever," continued  he,  "  you  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
there  will  be  a  necessity  to  strike  a  farther  sum  in  bills 
of  credit,  to  defi^y  the  chaises  of  raismg  supplies  for 
his  Majesty's  service  in  this  time  of  imminent  danger, 
and  will  create  a  proper  fund  or  funds  for  sinking  the 
same  in  a  few  years,  I  will  concur  with  you  in  passing 
a  law  for  that  purpose,  thmking  myself  sufficiently  war- 
ranted so  to  do,  in  cases  of  real  emergency. 

"And  now,  Gentiemen,  I  hope  you  will,  upon  due 
consideration,  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that  the  chief  end 
of  your  bill  will  be  hereby,  in  a  great  measure  answered, 
as  the  sum  to  be  struck  and  circulated  upon  this  occa- 
sion, will  be  such  an  addition  to  your  present  currency, 
as  probably  may  be  thought  sufficient  for  some  time," 
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The  assembly  also»  in  thek-  turn,  took  a  sufficient 
time  for  deliberation,  and,  having  touched  on  the  un- 
usual manner  in  which  the  governor  had  been  pleased 
to  reject  their  bill,  and  assumed  some  merit  to  them- 
selves, m  not  suffering  any  separate  interests  of  their 
own  to  interfere  with  the  common  good,  observed,  there 
was  some  difference  between  the  royal  orders  and  the 
governor's  manner  of  representing  them ;  chose  there- 
fore to  adhere  to  the  former;  availed  themselves  most 
prudently  and  sensibly  of  the  cauticms  so  circumstan- 
tially recommended  and  enforced  in  them,  more  espe- 
cially concerning  the  undoubted  limits^  and  the  restric- 
tions thereupon,  that  his  Majesty  may  not  be  rendered 
the  aggressor;  said  it  would  be  highly  presumptuous 
m  them  to  judge  of  those  undoubted  limits ;  that,  instead 
of  bemg  called  upon  to  resist  any  hostile  attempt  made 
upon  any  part  of  Pennsylvania,  they  were  called  upoa 
to  grant  such  a  supply  as  might  enable  the  governor 
to  raise  forces  to  be  ready  to  jom  those  of  Vii^ginia; 
that  therdbre  they  hoped  the  governor,  under  these 
circumstances,  would  concur  with  them,  that  the  most 
prudent  part  for  them  would  be  to  wait  the  result 
of  the  government  of  Virginia,  where  no  provision  had 
as  yet  been  made  that  they  knew  of^  nor  in  any  of 
the  neighbourbg  colonies,  though  the  several  governors, 
in  pursuance  of  the  King's  command,  had  made  the 
necessary  requisitions  of  their  several  assemblies,  and 
they  were  equally  bound  by  all  the  ties  of  general 
interest.  They  also  superadded  the  regard  due  to  the 
scruples  of  those  conscientiously  principled  against  war, 
yet  deeply  sensible  of  the  blessmgs  they  enjoyed,  and 
willing  to  demonstrate  their  duty  and  loyalty,  by  giv- 
ing such  occasional  sums  of  money  for  the  King's  use* 
as  might  be  reasonably  expected  from  so  young  a  coir 
ony ;  took  notice  they  had  contracted  a  debt  of  four- 
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teen  hundred  pounds  fof  presents  to  the  Indians,  and 
other  chaises  arismg  firom  the  late  treaty,  which  thej 
should  cheerfully  discharge,  though  their  proprietaries 
had  refused  to  contribute  any  part  of  their  Indian  ex* 
penses;  agreed  to  send  commissioners  to  Albany,  as 
required,  diough  the  place  was  so  remote,  and  to  de- 
fray the  expense,  &c. 

The  difficulty  thus  retorted  on  the  governor,  and 
his  resentment  it  must  be  supposed  quickened  thereby, 
he  takes  up  the  minutes  o(  the  last  day's  sessions  of 
the  last  assembly,  and,  under  the  pretence  of  justifying 
his  own  character,  revives  the  old  controversy  concern- 
ing the  paper-money  instructions,  by  a  long  and  angry 
paper  sent  to  the  House,  March  1st;  and,  forgetting 
what  he  had  formerly  said  m  the  following  paragraph, 
^  I  do  not  blame  you.  Gentlemen,  for  cont^iding  for 
what  you  are  persuaded  are  your  rights  and  privileges^ 
and  consequently  can  have  no  objection  to  your  exam- 
ining the  validity  of  the  Emg's  mstructions,''  flames 
out  as  follows ;  ^^  Had  I  been  an  enemy  to  the  liberties 
and  privileges  ctf  the  people,  or  been  desirous  of  grati- 
fying my  own  passions  at  their  expense,  it  must  be 
confessed  you  have  furnished  me  with  the  fairest  oc- 
casion a  govemcM*  so  disposed  could  possibly  have 
wished  for.  For  example,  you  have  voted  a  clause, 
proposed  to  be  added  to  your  bill  by  his  Majesty's 
express  direction,  at  the  request  of  his  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  to  be  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  province,  &x^  and  have  even  threatened 
to  examine  the  validity  of  the  Kmg's  instruction,  if,  by  a 
{)erseverance  in  my  opinion,  I  laid  you  under  the  neces- 
sity of  doing  it  What  is  this  less  than  declaring,  that 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  and  his  Majesty's  Privy  Coun- 
cil, consisting,  among  others,  of  the  most  eminent  law- 
yers in  Great  Britain,  have  requested,  and  his  Majesty 
enjoined,  an  act  directly  contrary  to  law?" 
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And  he  condudes  with  makiDg  a  m^t  to  the  pror- 
mce  of  the  moderation  he  had  shown  in  suppressing 
his  sense  of  the  provocations  then  offered  to  hitn,  in 
hopes  of  a  more  dispassionate  behaviom*  for  the  future. 

The  very  next  day  this  paper  was  foDowed  by  an- 
other more  immediately  in  point ;  the  governor  therem 
undertaking,  first,  to  defend  his  negative,  and  the  use 
he  had  made  of  it ;  and,  secondly,  so  to  turn  the  tables 
on  the  assembly,  that  all  the  wrong  should  be  on  theii 
side,  and  all  the  right  on  his  own. 

The  use  made  of  the  different  language  used  by 
the  secretary  of  state  and  him,  he  calls  an  evasion; 
and  what  they  ought  not,  in  point  of  duty,  to  have 
taken  any  advantage  of.    He  then  declares  he  has  un- 
doubted assurance,  that  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
within  his  government  was,  at  that  time,  invaded  by 
the  subjects  of  a  foreign  prince  who  had  erected  forts 
within  the  same ;  and  requires  them  to  take  notice,  that 
he  did  then  call  upon  them,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's 
orders,  in  the  present  emergency  to  grant  such  sup- 
plies as  might  enable  him  to  draw  forth  the  armed  force 
of  the  province,  &c.    He  then  undertook  to  prove, 
that  the  place  where  the  French  had  then  their  head- 
quarters was  within  the  limits  of  the  provmce ;  and  teUs 
them,  that  if  he  did  not  communicate  materials  before 
to  assist  their  inquiries  into  this  fact,  so  neither  had 
they  applied  to  him  for  them ;  that  if  they  had  inquired 
for  themselves  and  suppressed  the  truth,  it  was  ex- 
tremely dismgenuous ;   if  not,  their  neglect  could   be 
imputed  to  no  other  cause  than  a  desire  to  have  a 
plausible  excuse  for  not  paying  a  proper  regard  to  his 
Majesty's  commands  ;    that  even  on   account  of  the 
scruples  urged,  he  had  looked  on  Governor  Dinwid- 
die's  requisition  as  a  very  lucky  circumstance,  seeing 
that  a  requisition  fix)m  hunself  would  have  set  the  prov- 
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ince  in  the  fixmt  of  the  opposition,  and  a  refusal  from 
them  would  have  exposed  it  to  Ae  contempt  and  deris- 
ion, as  well  of  the  French  as  our  Indian  allies ;  that  as 
the  French  avow  these  hostilities,  so  the  Indians,  men- 
aced by  them,  most  eamesdy  besought  us  to  build  places 
of  refuge,  to  which  their  wives  and  children  might 
repair  for  safety,  and  also  to  assist  th^n  against  thenr 
enemies ;  that,  instead  of  being  gor^ned  by  the  exam- 
{de  of  the  neighbouring  colonies,  nothing  remained  but 
to  give  the  necessary  supplies,  and  thereby  set  the 
example  to  them,  this  province  having  been  &tst  invad- 
ed and  consequently  in  the  most  immediate  danger; 
that,  without  this,  they  could  neither  keep  their  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  nor  demcmstrate  their  duty  and  loy* 
alty  to  his  Majesty ;  that,  having  now  done  his  duty, 
whatever  ill  consequaices  mighl  happen,  were  to  be 
laid  at  their  door ;  tlmt,  with  regard  to  the  refusal  of 
the  propietaries  to  contribute  any  part  of  their  Indian 
expenses,  it  was  true,  they  had  refiised  to  do  it  m  the 
manna:  expected,  and  they  had  given  thekr  reasons  ; 
but  that  the  proposal  made  by  him,  the  governor,  by 
their  order,  in  the  years  1750  and  1751,  m  regard  to 
the  building  a  strong  trading-house  near  the  (dace  then 
invaded  and  possessed  by  the  French,  could  not  be 
forgot;  which  generous  offer*  had  the  assembly  thought 
fit  to  close  with,  it  might,  at  a  small  expense,  have 
prevented  all  the  mischiefs  impending,  and  secured  a 
country  to  the  English,  which  probably  might  not  be 
recovered  without  a  heavy  charge,  and  the  loss  oi 
many  lives. 

Whether  the  hostilities  committed   by  the  French 
were  or  were  not  committed  witlun  the  bounds  of 


*  See  tlie  assembly's  answer  to  this  charge  hereafter,  in  the  time  of 
Governor  Morris. 
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Pennsylyania,  became  the  great  question.  The  assem- 
bly called  for  evidence;  the  govemor  imparted  all  he 
could  collect ;  and,  after  a  strict  examination  of  the 
premises,  the  assembly  chose  only  to  glance  at  the 
mflammatories  thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  profess 
their  readiness  to  concur  with  the  govemor  in  what- 
ever might  preserve  the  harmony  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  legislature,  so  necessary  at  all  times 
and  especially  at  a  crisis  so  important,  so  far  as  the 
preservation  of  their  rights  and  the  duty  they  owed 
their  constituents  would  permit.  Not  departing,  how- 
ever, from  their  former  sentiments,  nor  admitting  any 
one  of  the  articles  laid  against  them ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, mamtaining  that  the  secretary  of  state's  lettar 
could  be  the  only  rule  of  their  conduct ;  and  tacidy 
upbraiding  the  govemor  for  havmg  suddenly  altered 
the  whole  connexion  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, in  consequence  of  such  supposed  misconduct  of 
theirs;'  and  concluding  their  replication  in  these  words; 
"  As  Govemor  Dinvnddie  had  laid  before  his  assembly 
the  Earl  of  Holdemesse's  letter,  sent,  as  we  presume, 
m  the  same  terms  to  all  the  colonies  on  the  continent, 
we  judged  it  most  pmdent  to  wait  till  the  assembly 
of  that  government  had  enabled  him  to  act  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  royal  commands,  especially  as  they  had 
that  letter  under  then*  consideration  from  the  1st  (^ 
November  last,  as  appears  by  the  joumal  of  the  House 
of  Burgesses  now  before  us ;  but  we  are  now  called 
upon  as  principals,  and  the  govemor  is  pleased  to  in- 
form us,  that  he  has  undoubted  assurance,  that  part 
of  his  Majesty's  dominions  withm  this  government  is 
at  this  time  invaded  by  the  subjects  of  a  foreign 
prince,  who  have  erected  forts  within  the  same,  and 
calls  upon  us,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  orders  in  the 
present  emergency,   to   grant   such  supplies    as  may 
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enable  him  to  resist  those  hostile  attempts,  and  repel 
force  by  fotce.  But,  as  it  appears  to  us  that  the  gov- 
ernor is  enjoined  by  the  royal  orders^  not  to  act  as 
a  principal  beyond  the  undoubted  limits  of  his  goyem- 
ment ;  and  as,  by  the  papers  and  evidences  sent  down 
and  referred  to  by -the  governor,  those  limits  have  not 
been  clearly  ascertained  to  our  satisfaction;  we  fear 
the  altering  our  connexions  with  his  Majesty's  colony 
of  Virginia,  and  the  precipitate  call  upon  us,  as  the 
provmce  invaded,  cannot  answer  any  good  purpose  at 
this  time,  and  therefore  we  are  now  inclined  to  make 
a  short  adjournment" 

The  adjournment  they  proposed  was  to  the  6th  of 
May ;  and,  before  they,  broke  up,  the  governor  agam 
addressed  them  with  another  message,  in  which  he 
also  affected  to  wave  several  things  personal  to  himself, 
which,  at  another  time,  he  might  have  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  him  to  take  notice  of;  and  proceeded  to 
tell  them,  that,  had  they  exammed  with  their  usual 
accuracy  the  gentlemen,  who  by  his  appointment  at« 
tended  their  House,  and  compared  their  testimony  with 
the  written  papers  at  several  times  communicated  to 
them,  he  thought  it  would  have  appeared  so  cleaf  to 
them,  that  the  French  had  lately  erected  one  or  more 
f(»ts  far  within  the  limits  of  the  province,  that  nothing 
less  than  an  actual  mensuration  could  have  made  it  more 
evident ;  that,  even  taking  it  for  granted,  however,  the 
foremendoned  encroachments  were  not  within  the  said 
limits,  yet  he,  having  been  informed  by  the  governor 
of  Virginia,  that  hostile  attempts  had  been  made  on 
part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  called  upon  by  him 
for  the  assistance  of  this  province,  it  was  equaDy  their 
duty  to  grant  such  supplies  as  the  present  exigency 
of  affairs  required ;  and,  that  he  could  not  but  be  ap- 
prehensive, that  so  long  an  adjournment  would  frustrate 
his  Majesty's  just  expectations  from  them. 
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This  message  was  dated  March  9th ;  and  Afnil  2d 
we  find  them  sitting  by  his  special  summons  again ;  the 
occasion  of  which  was  the  next  day  explained  in  the 
usual  way  by  message,  as  follows;  ^I  am  now  to 
acquaint  you,  Qentlemen,  that,  since  your  adjournment, 
I  have  received  fi'om  Governor  Dmwiddie,  the  several 
papers  herewith  laid  before  you  ;  by  which  it  will 
appear,  that  he  is  taking  all  imaginable  pams  for  the 
security  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  so  far  as  the  pro- 
vision made  by  his  assembly  wiQ  permit  him  to  act; 
and  he  is  very  impatient  to  know  the  issue  of  your 
deliberations  on  this  subject.  I  cannot  therefore  doubt, 
but  that,  agreeable  to  the  profession  in  your  message 
<rf  the  27th  of  February,  '  of  bemg  ready  and  will- 
mg  to  demonstrate  your  duty  and  loyalty,  by  giving 
such  sums  of  money  to  the  King's  use,  upcm  aU  suit- 
able occasions,  as  may  consist  with  your  circumstances, 
CH*  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  this  province;' 
I  say  I  cannot  doubt,  but  you  will,  with  the  greatest 
alacrity,  lay  hold  on  the  present  opportunity  of  evincing 
the  sincerity  of  those  professions,  by  granting  such  an 
aid  to  his  Majesty,  as  may  comport  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  province,  and  be  suitable  to  the  exigence 
of  the  service.  And,  in  doing  of  this,  I  hope  you  will 
be  guided  rather  by  the  importance  of  the  concern, 
than  by  the  example  of  other  colonies ;  it  being  found 
by  experience  to  be  a  very  ill-judged  piece  df  economy 
to  cramp  an  enterprise  of  this  nature  in  the  article  of 
supplies;  and  that  whatever  is  given  on  such  occa- 
sions, short  of  being  sufficient  to  accomplish  the  ends 
proposed,  becomes,  for  the  most  part,  a  waste  of  so 
much  treasure,  without  answering  any  of  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended. 

**I  have  at  present  only  to  add  my  request,  that 
whatever  you  intend  to  do  on   this    occasion,    may 
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receive  all  the  despatch  the  nature  of  the  thing  wiQ 
admit  of;  the  season  of  the  year  for  action  advancing 
so  fast,  that,  unless  our  measures  be  speedily  taken, 
they  will,  I  fear,  be  rendered  altogether  unserviceable.^ 
Upon  the  5th,  after  many  debates,  it  was  resolved, 
by  a  small  majcuity,  that  a  sum  of  money  should  be 
given  for  the  King's  use ;  and  what  the  sum  should  be, 
occasioned  many  debates  mcH^.  Twenty  thousand 
pounds  being  proposed  on  the  9th,  it  passed  in  the 
negative  by  a  majority  of  twenty-five  to  eight ;  reduced 
to  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  it  passed  in  the  negative 
twenty-three  to  ten ;  reduced  to  ten  thousand  pounds, 
it  passed  in  the  negative  twenty-two  to  eleven;  and 
again  reduced  to  five  thousand  pounds  the  next  day, 
it  again  passed  in  the  negative  twenty-two  to  ten. 
Those  who  had  hitherto  led  the  House,  votmg  affirm- 
atively ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  those  who  had  hitherto 
voted  affirmatively,  going  over  to  the  remainder  of  the 
negatives.  And  this  apparent  perplexity  was,  in  their 
reply  to  the  governor's  message,  thus  accounted  for; 
^  And  we  now  beg  leave  to  infcxm  the  governs,  that 
we  have  had  that  message  under  our  serious  consider- 
ation ever  smce  it  came  down  to  the  House ;  but,  after 
all  our  dd)ates  thereupon,  we  find  that  nearly  one  half 
of  the  members  are,  for  various  reasons,  agamst  grant- 
mg  any  money  to  the  Kbg's  use  at  this  time;  and 
those,  who  are  for  granting,  difier  so  widely  in  their 
sentiments  concerning  the  sum,  that  there  seems  at 
present  no  possibility  of  their  agreemg,  except  m  such 
a  sum,  as,  in  the  judgment  of  many  of  them,  is  quite 
disproportionate  to  the  occasbn  ;  therefore,  and  that 
the  members  may  have  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
their  constituents  on  this  important  afiair,  we  are  now 
indined  to  adjourn  to  the  13th  of  the  next  month." 
According  to  their  adjournment,  the  House  met  again, 
VOL.  ni.  34  w 
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May  6th,  and  were  infcHined  by  the  govemor  of  the 
arrival  of  a  body  of  French  forces,  consbtmg  of  up^ 
wards  of  one  thousand  men,  before  the  fort  building 
by  the  Yii^inians  on  the  Ohio,  and  the  suirendar 
thereofl  He  also  laid  before  them  the  despatches  he 
had  severally  received  from  Governs  Dinwiddle  of 
Virginia,  concemmg  the  state  of  that  province,  and  the 
succ(»u^  he  wanted  and  expected ;  and  from  Governor 
Delancy  of  New  York,  concerning  the  mt^^t  of  his 
Majesty's  colonies  in  general,  as  well  as  d  Pennsyl- 
vania in  particular,  and  said,  ^he  hopqd  they  would 
have  their  due  weight  with  them  in  their  delS>^ations 
and  advice.^  The  i»t)posals  made  by  the  governors 
of  Boston  and  New  Toric  for  an  union  of  the  several 
colonies  in  Indian  affairs,  he  then  recommended  to 
them  earnestly,  as  agreeable  to  his  own  sentiments, 
and  likely  to  be  jnxKiuctive  oS  more  real  benefit,  at 
much  less  expense,  than  the  method  hitherto  m  use  oi 
making  frequent  and  distinct  presents  to  the  Indians, 
&c«  And  he  desired  to  be  enabled  to  mstruct  the 
commissioners  to  be  sent  irom  their  province,  to  ccm- 
cur  with  those  of  the  other  cdonies,  in  case  a  reason- 
able plan  should  be  offered. 

A  jcHnt  bill  [ot  granting  an  aid  to  the  King,  and 
replacing  torn  and  ragged  bills  of  credit,  was  the  result 
of  their  first  dajr's  debate ;  and,  after  several  diviaons, 
the  several  sums  were  settled  at  ten  thousand  pounds 
(or  the  King,  and  twenty  thousand  for  the  other  pur- 
pose. 

The  Commons  of  OreBt  Britain  will  not  suffer  a 
money  bill  to  be  amended ;  the  Lords  may  reject,  his 
Majesty  may  refuse  his  assent,  but  what  they  give, 
they  give  upon  their  own  terms. 

In  Pennsylvania  a  money  bill  exacted  fixnn  the  prov- 
ince, by  all  the  consida^ticms  which  could  aflfect  gen- 
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erous  minds,  or  intimidate  weak  ones,  the  dread  d  an 
enemy  at  the  gates,  and  cS  incurring  both  the  royal 
displeasure  and  the  public  odium,  fc»*  not  making  a 
seas(mable  provision  agunst  his  i^proaches,  could  not 
be  accepted  without  amendments. 

Even  this  bill,  at  such  a  crisis  offered,  and  fc»*  such 
a  service,  was  returned  by  the  governor,  vrith  amend* 
ments,  prefaced  with  a  written  message,  of  which  the 
two  folbwing  were  the  most  material  paragraphs,  viz* 

^Considering  the  royal  instructions  laid  hei(xe  the 
assembly  last  year,  it  must  be  aj^parent  that  I  have, 
merely  from  a  desire  to  oblige  you,  consented  to  raise 
the  money  intended  for  his  Majesty's  use  m  the  man- 
ner by  you  proposed.  And  have  iHX)k>nged  the  cur- 
rency of  the  bills  d[  credit,  to  be  issued  in  virtue  of 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  as  far  as  I  can  think 
con^tent  vrith  my  own  safety. 

^And,  as  the  fond  to  be  established  upon  the  foot 
ot  my  proposed  amaidment  will  be  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  repay  the  sum  granted  by  the  bill,  I  can  see 
no  reason  for  extending  the  act  of  exdse  bnger  than 
four  years  beyond  the  date  of  its  present  limitation,  or 
for  burthening  the  people  unnecessarily  vrith  a  tax  that 
possibly  may  not  be  wanted.** 

And  these  proposed  amendments  restored  unanimity 
to  the  House;  for,  whereas  they  had  been  divided 
many  ways  in  the  course  of  the  bill,  they  now  acted 
vrith  one  will  and  one  voice,  in  rejecting  that  concern- 
ing the  excise,  which  manifestly  took  its  rise  from  pro- 
prietary considerations  only ;  and  for  the  sake  of  which, 
either  the  sendee  of  the  public  was  to  be  neglected, 
or  the  i»t)vince  to  give  up  its  understanding.  The 
latter  exceeded  the  power  of  persuasion,  and  the  former 
they  left  those  to  answer  fc»*  to  whom  it  belonged. 

Their  reply  to  the  governor  on  this  occasion  vras 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1268  FRANKLIN'8  WRITINGS. 

as  foUows ;  ^  The  House  are  not  indmed  to  enter  into 
any  dispute  with  the  governor  on  the  subject  of  his 
proposed  amendments  to  the  money  bill;  as  the  rep' 
resentatives  of  the  peo{de  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
judge,  and  determine,  not  only  of  the  sum  to  be  raised 
for  the  use  of  the  crown,  but  d[  the  manner  of  rais- 
ing it 

^  The  governor  in  his  message  of  the  19th  of  Feb* 
ruary  was  pleased  to  tell  us,  <  That,  if  the  House 
should  be  of  opmion  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  to 
strike  a  further  sum  in  bills  of  credit,  to  defray  the 
charges  of  raising  supplies  for  his  Majesty's  service  in 
this  time  of  unminent  danger,  and  would  create  a 
proper  fund  or  funds  for  smking  the  same  in  a  few 
years,  he  would  concur  with  us  in  passing  a  law  for 
that  purpose,  thinking  himself  sufficiently  warranted  so 
to  do  in  cases  of  real  emergency/ 

^  On  this  assurance  the  House  have  prepared  a  bill, 
and  presented  it  to  the  governor,  to  strike  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  pounds,  to  give  the  same  to  the  King's 
use,  and  to  sink  it  by  an  extension  of  the  excise  act 
for  a  farther  term  of  ten  years.  The  govemw  will  be 
pleased  to  consider,  that  his  predecessor,  to  whom  the 
mentioned  instruction  was  given,  did  afterwards  pass 
an  act  of  the  same  kind,  extending  the  excise  act  ten 
years  (now  near  expired)  for  a  grant  of  five  thousand 
pounds  only ;  and  we  never  heard  that  he  mcurred  the 
royal  displeasure  for  so  doing.  As  the  sum  we  grant 
is  double,  we  had  no  expectation  that  our  proposmg 
the  same  term  would  have  been  deemed  extravagant 
The  governor  thinks  four  years  sufficient ;  but,  as  the 
representatives  are  best  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  people,  and  must  themselves,  as  a  part 
of  the  people,  bear  a  share  of  all  burthens  laid  upon 
them,  it  seems  not  reasonable  to  suppose  they  will  lay 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORF  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  269 

such  burthens  unnecessarily.  They  now  offer  ten 
thousand  pounds  to  the  crown,  and  propose  a  manner 
of  raising  it,  that  they  judge  most  easy  and  convenient 
for  the  people  they  represent ;  and,  if  the  governor 
thinks  fit  to  refuse  it,  merely  fitHn  an  opnion  that  a 
shorter  term  for  sinking  the  bills  would  be  mcx^e  easy 
for  the  people,  we  cannot  but  suppose,  that,  smce  the 
messages  in  which  he  so  warmly  recommended  this 
affair  to  us,  he  has,  on  farther  advices,  or  better  om- 
sideration,  changed  his  sentiments  of  the  importance 
of  the  present  occasion  for  supplies,  and  doth  not  now 
think  the  danger  so  imminent,  c»*  the  emergency  so 
great  or  so  real,  as  he  then  apprehended  it  to  be.^ 

They  also  intimated  at  the  same  time,  that,  it  being 
an  inconvenient  season  for  the  memba^  to  be  absent 
irom  thdr  respective  homes,  they  desired  the  governor 
to  let  them  know  his  result  as  socm  as  possible. 

And  upon  the  next  day  but  one  this  result  came, 
and  i»t)ved  to  be  of  a  nature  altogeth^  extraordinary. 
Havmg  charged  the  assembly  with  lajing  down  a  posi- 
ticm  in  their  last  message,  derogatory  to  the  rights  of 
government,  in  maintaining,  that  the  representatives  d 
the  people  have  an  undoubted  right  to  judge  and  de- 
temine,  not  only  of  the  sum  to  be  raised  for  the  use 
oS  the  crown,  but  d[  the  manner  of  raising  it,  he  first 
acknowledges  that  right,  and  then  whittles  it  away, 
by  arguing,  it  was  not  an  exclusive  right ;  one  half  of 
the  legislative  powers  being  vested  in  the  governor. 
Afl^  which  he  goes  on  to  say,  that  he  had  neither 
objected  to  the  sum,  though  he  wished  it  had  been 
lai^er  and  more  seasonably  granted,  nor  to  the  manner 
oi  raising  it,  though  he  could  have  also  wished  it  had 
not  been  by  compelling  him  to  dqpart  fixnn  the  letter 
of  his  Majesty's  instruction,  but  cmly  to  the  extension 
ci  the  fund,  who^by  the  money  is  i»t)posed  to  be 

w* 
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repaid,  to  an  unnecessary  length,  by  which  a  tax  was 
to  be  laid  and  cxmtmued  upon  the  peojde  without  the 
least  apparent  necessity ;  and  that  he  was  soiry  to  find, 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  a  fund  by  which  the  ten 
thousand  pounds  granted  to  his  Majesty  would   be 
repaid  m  the  easiest  manner  in  six  years^  and  leave  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  pounds  in  their  hands  to 
be  disposed  of  as  they  thought  fit ;  and  that,  for  the 
said  ten  thousand  pounds  so  granted,  they  were  de- 
sirous  of  obtaining  more  than  three  times  the  sum  for 
themselves ;  that  the  example  of  any  former  governs 
was  not  to  be  a  rule  for  him,  but  that,  however,  if 
they  would  enlarge  the  sum  given  for  his  Majes^s 
use,  he  would  extend  the  time  fc»*  repaying  it  in  ihe 
same  proportion  already  allowed  m  his  amendment, 
which  he  should  not  otherwise  recede  fix>m ;  that  it  was 
possible  more  might  be  concealed  under  this  solicitude 
for  so  long  an  extension  of  the  excise  than  they  were 
willing  should  be  discovered;  and  here  a  paragraph 
occurs,  which  does  indeed  make  a  discoveiy,  and  which 
will  be  of  smgular  use  to  the  intdligent  reader,  through 
the  whole  course  of  the  controversy,  viz.  **  It  is  well 
known,  that,  by  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  public  money 
is  solely  m  the  disposal  of  the  assembly,  without  the 
participation  of  the  governor ;  nevertheless,  while  these 
acts,  by  which  money  was  raised,  w&e  of  short  dura- 
tion, the  governor  had  now  and  then  an  q)portunity 
of  obliging  the  assembly  in  a  very  essential  manner  by 
a  renewal  of  those  acts,  and  thereby  of  making  himself 
acceptable  to  them;  but  to  extend  them  to  such  an 
unreasonable  length  of  time  as  you  now  desire,  might 
be  to  render  him  in  a  great  measure  unnecessary  to 
them  duping  the  continuance  of  those  acts,  but  upon 
terms  very  disagreeable  to  himself,  as  well  as  injurious 
to  his  constituents;  to  this  condition  therefore  I  will 
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not  be  the  means  d[  reducing  any  successor  of  mine ; 
and  this  circumstance  is  of  no  small  additional  weight 
with  me  to  adhere  to  my  amendment.''  He  then  de* 
sires  them  to  observe,  that  the  question  between  them^ 
is  not,  which  is  best  acquamted  with  the  circumstances 
of  the  people,  but  whether  it  was  reasonable  to  bur- 
then them  with  an  unnecessary  tax ;  assures  them,  they 
are  exceedingly  mistaken,  if  they  really  supposed  he 
had  either  changed  his  sentiments  with  respect  to  the 
imp<»tance  of  the  present  occasion  for  supplies,  or  that 
he  was  less  apprehensive  of  the  dangers  the  iHX)vince 
was  then  exposed  to  from  the  invasion  of  a  foreign 
power  than  before ;  makes  a  merit  of  having  gone  far- 
ther m  his  condescen^ons  to  please  them,  dian  he  was 
warranted  to  do  by  the  King's  instructions,  unless  they 
made  an  additicm  to  the  supply,  by  extending  their 
currency  a  year  Icmger  than  the  utmost  term  allowed  to 
the  eastern  governments  by  the  late  act  of  Parliament; 
adds,  that  he  well  knew  the  state  of  their  funds,  and 
that  the  loan-office  itself^  were  the  money  duly  col- 
lected, was  able  to  furnish  a  much  larger  sum  than 
the  sum  granted  upon  this  important  occasion,  inde- 
pendent of  the  interest  hereafter  to  accrue,  &c.  That, 
such  bemg  the  favorable  state  of  their  finances,  m  de- 
clining to  do  what  his  Majesty  so  justly  expected  from 
them,  merely  because  he,  the  governor,  would  not 
wholly  depart  from  his  instructicm,  they  became  more 
justly  chargeable  with  a  wanton  disregard  of  his  Majes- 
ty's commands,  than  he  could  possibly  be  with  the 
lukewarmness  imputed  to  him,  which  he  had  the  great- 
est detestation  of;  and,  vnih  a  mixture  of  persuasion  and 
menace,  he  came  to  a  conclusion  as  follows,  '^  Let  me 
therefore,  Qentlemen,  recommend  to  your  serious  atten- 
tion, a  review  of  your  ccmduct  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion,  and,  if  you  shall  find  that  you  have  been  too 
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prec^itate  in  the  resolution  contained  m  your  message, 
let  me  entreat  you  to  rectify  it  befwe  it  be  too  late ; 
for,  as  I  must  be  obliged  soon  to  lay  this  whole  trans- 
action before  his  Majes^,  it  would  give  me  the  greatest 
pleasure  that  both  you  and  I  might  receive  his  gracious 
iq;)probation  of  our  services.  But  if,  contrary  to  my 
hopes,  you  should  still  persist  in  refusing  to  accept  of 
my  amendment,  and  the  bill  should  by  that  means  be 
lost,  I  cannot  but  apprehend  some  unhappy  conse- 
quences to  the  provmce  from  your  extnuntlinary  be- 
havfour.** 

There  is,  one  would  thmk,  a  ma^cal  power  fai 
government,  capable  not  only  d  altering,  but  even  re- 
versing the  forms,  col(»^  and  essences  of  things.  To 
common  sense  it  seems  evident,  that  the  people  give, 
and  the  governor  refuses  to  accept ;  and  that  the  said 
governor,  by  avowing  proprietary  and  deputy-govern- 
ment reasons  for  such  his  refusal,  avows,  that  the 
King's  service  and  the  people's  safety  are  but  subor- 
dinate consideraticms.  But  our  own  eyes  are  not  to 
be  trusted  it  seems ;  none  of  this  is  so.  If  the  peo- 
ple do  not  do  all  that  is  required  df  them,  and  m  the 
manner  required,  they  do  nothing;  and  all  the  mis- 
chiefs that  ensue  are  to  be  laid  at  their  door. 

The  assembly  were  not,  however,  to  be  amused  by 
the  wavmg  of  a  government  wand ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, havmg  bestowed  as  much  time  upon  the  affair 
as  was  necessary  for  a  thorough  discussion  of  it,  came 
to  a  course  of  spirited  resolutions ;  of  which  the  most 
material  and  perspicuous  are  those  which  follow,  viz. 

"  That  the  raidng  of  money  few  support  rf  govCTi- 
ment  and  other  public  uses,  by  an  excise  on  spirituous 
liquors,  hath  been  practised  m  this  i»t)vmce,  with  very 
little  mtermission,  for  more  than  thirty  years  past,  and 
hath  not  been  found,  canmunibu8  annis^  to  produce 
more  money  than  was  necessary  for  those  uses. 
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"That  the  radsmg  money  by  such  excise,  has  by 
experience  been  found  less  burdensome  to  the  people, 
than  the  method  of  poll  and  pound  rates ;  and  hence 
the  load  of  public  expense  hath  been  more  cheerfully 
borne,  government  more  liberally  supported,  those  who 
serve  the  public  better  and  more  punctually  paid,  and 
greater  sums  given  from  time  to  tune  to  the  King's 
use,  than  could  otherwise  have  well  been  raised. 

"That  if  the  excise  act  be  extended  but  four  years, 
and  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds  is  to  be  sunk 
thereby  in  that  term,  yeariy  provincial  taxes  by  poll 
and  pound  rates  (always  more  grievous  to  the  people) 
must  iHX>bably  m  a  short  tune  become  necessary  to 
defray  the  usual  and  contingent  expaises  of  the  gov* 
emment. 

"  That  if  there  really  were,  which  is  very  uncertain, 
80  great  a  sum  outstanding  due  to  the  public,  as,  if 
collected,  would  be  m  the  disposition  of  the  House, 
and  sufficient  to  answer  the  present  emergency;  yet, 
to  enforce  the  collection  suddenly,  by  seizing  and  sell* 
ing  the  estates  of  the  delinquent  borrowers,  in  this 
time  of  scarcity  of  money,  when  so  many  plantations, 
being  off(»«d  at  once  to  sale,  could  not  probably  find 
a  sufficient  number  of  good  purchasers,  and  must  con- 
sequently sell  for  much  less  than  their  real  value,  would 
be  cruel,  oppressive,  and  ruinous  to  the  people. 

"  That  die  right  of  judging  and  determhung,  not 
only  of  the  sum  necessary  to  be  rabed  for  any  public 
service,  but  of  the  time  and  manner  of  rabing  it,  and 
term  for  paying  it,  is  solely  in  the  representatives  of 
the  people;  and  that  the  governors  of  this  provmce 
have  not,  nc^  ever  had,  nor  can  have,  any  right  to 
mterfere  therein,  under  pretence  of  rectifying  mistakes^ 
easing  the  people,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

"  Tliat  a  just,  upright,  and  prudent  administration  of 
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govemmeEt,  wiO  always  be  the  best  and  most  effectual 
means  of  obtaining  and  securing  the  affections  of  the 
people ;  and  that  it  is  neither  necessary  nc»*  expedient 
to  deny  the  jHiesent  assembly  the  exercise  of  their  just 
rights,  that  a  future  goyemc»*  may  have  an  qqxxtunity 
of  obligmg  a  future  assembly  by  permitting  it 

^  That  an  act  of  Parliament  made  expressly  to  rem- 
edy disorders  in  the  eastern  gorenmientSy  and  in  which 
this  province  is  neither  named,  nor  intended,  cannot 
by  any  construction  be  supposed  binding  on  the  gov* 
emors  or  assemblies  (^  Pennsylvania. 

^  That  to  refuse  a  grant  of  ten  thousand  pounds  to 
the  King's  use  at  this  critical  juncture,  when  the  s»- 
vice  of  the  crown,  and  the  welfare,  present  and  future, 
of  all  the  British  colonies,  seem  to  the  governor  so 
eminendy  to  demand  supplies,  m^^dy  from  an  opinion 
in  the  governor,  that  he  can  judge  better  than  the  peo* 
pie's  representatives  what  is  most  f<x*  their  ease,  or  diat 
a  future  govemcn*  may  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
himself  acceptable,  appears  to  this  House  to  be  sacri- 
ficing  too  much  to  considerations  of  uncertain  and  small 
moment 

**  That  we  have  now  offered  the  govemcn*  a  bill  for 
granting  ten  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use,  to 
be  sunk  by  extending  the  excise  for  ten  years,  (a  bill 
of  the  like  tencn*  of  that  of  1746  [passed  by  Governor 
Thomas]  for  grantmg  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds 
to  the  King's  use,  to  be  sunk  by  extending  the  excise 
for  ten  years,)  to  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  refuse 
his  assent 

^That  as  the  governor  [m  his  message  (^  the  1st 
of  March  last]  acknowledged  the  term  of  ten  years, 
for  extending  the  excise  to  sink  the  five  thousand 
pounds,  was,  '  a  short  space  of  time,'  and  that  *  there 
was  not  the  least  probability  of  that  act's  producing 
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any  of  die  inconveniences  complained  of;'  the  same 
term  of  ten  years  for  extending  the  excise  to  sink 
ten  thousand  pounds,  must,  in  consequepce,  be  al- 
lowed a  '  short  space  of  time ' ;  and,  the  bill  he  now 
refuses  bemg  of  the  same  tenor,  there  cannot  be  '  the 
least  probability  of  its  producing  the  inconveniences 
complained  ot;  the  preventing  of  which  for  the  future 
appears  clearly  [to  the  governor]  to  have  been  the  sole 
end  and  purpose  ci  the  royal  instruction.' 

^  That  the  govemcH*  having,  as  he  hoped,  [to  use  his 
own  words]  *  incontestably  proved,  that  the  true  and 
real  intention  of  die  royal  mstruction  could  have  been 
no  other  than  to  guard  against  the  abuses  enumerated 
in  the  body  of  it ;  and  the  act  for  granting  five  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  King's  use,  passed  by  the  late 
governor,  in  1746,  being  ci  a  singular  and  quite  dif- 
fierent  nature  fit>m  acts  passed  upon  ordinary  occasions, 
could  not  be  comprehended  within  the  meaning  of  the 
said  instruction ' ;  the  bill  now  ofiered  to  the  governor 
for  grantmg  ten  thousand  pounds  (or  the  Emg^s  use,  be- 
mg also  of  a  smgutar  and  quite  difierent  nature  fit)m  acts 
passed  upon  ordinary  occasions,  and  of  the  same  tencH* 
with  the  act  passed  in  1746,  cannot  be  comprehended 
by  the  governor  (unless  he  has  very  lately  altered  his 
opinion)  to^be  within  the  meaning  of  the  royal  instruc- 
tion; and  therefore, 

^Tnat  it  is  our  opinion,  that  if  die  governor  is  re- 
stricted by  any  instruction  from  passing  this  bill,  it 
must  be  by  some  instruction  which  he  has  never  been 
pleased  to  lay  before  this  House,  —  and  not  the  royal 
instruction,  the  operation  of  which,  against  biUs  of  diis 
tenor,  he  hath  so  effectually  invalidated. 

«That  this  House  vnll  this  day  adjourn  to  the  19di 
day  of  the  mondi  called  August,  next" 

Before  they  adjourned,  however,  and  without  any 
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mention  made  of  these  resolutions,  they  addressed  the 
governor  by  message ;  in  which,  having  dvilly  and 
thankfully  observed  the  care  he  had  tak^  to  obtain 
the  best  intelligence  he  was  able  d*  what  was  proposed 
to  be  transacted  at  the  ensuing  treaty  to  be  held  at 
Albany,  &c.,  they  proceeded  as  follows;  "And  as  he 
has  been  pleased  to  request  our  sentiments  on  the 
mstructions  to  be  given  the  gentlemen  commissions^ 
on  the  part  of  this  province,  'to  which  he  will  pay  the 
greatest  regard,'  we  can  do  no  less  than  return  him 
our  grateful  acknowledgments  for  his  condescension 
and  justice ;  and  would  cheerfully  comply  therewith 
at  this  time.  But  when  we  consider,  that  no  proposi- 
tions for  an  imion  of  the  colonies,  in  Indian  afiisdrs,  can 
effectually  answer  the  good  purposes  or  be  bmding 
farther  than  they  are  confirmed  by  laws,  enacted  under 
the  several  governments  comprised  in  that  union ;  that 
we  know  not  what  restrictions  the  governor  may  lie 
under  in  passmg  our  acts;  and  that  we  have  y&y 
little  reason  to  depend  upon  any  assistance  in  our 
Indian  expenses,  where,  by  a  former  assembly,  it  has 
been  respectfully  addressed  for,  and  where  we  think 
in  justice  we  have  a  right  to  expect  it ;  we  are,  under 
these  circimistances,  at  a  loss  to  advise  hiin  on  the 
important  articles  he  has  been  pleased  to  pr(^x)se  to 
our  consideration.  Nevertheless,  as  we  have  ah'eady 
declared  our  satisfaction  in  the  gentlemen  the  governor 
has  been  pleased  to  name  for  this  commission,  so  we 
confide  m  their  abilities  and  prudence  to  answer  the 
ends  proposed  in  the  letter  Grom  die  Lords  of  Trade, 
of  the  18th  of  September  last,  by  renewing  at  this 
interview  the  covenant  cham  vnth  the  Six  Nations,  and 
by  fiiistratmg,  as  far  as  lies  m  then*  power,  any  attempts 
which  have  been  made  to  withdraw  them  fit)m  the 
British  interest;   and  f<^  this  purpose,  in  compliance 
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with  the  said  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  we  have 
now  granted  a  present  to  be  made  to  those  Indians  on 
our  behalf  however  inconvenient  we  may  judge  it  to 
hold  our  treaties  at  Albany  on  otiket  occasions." 

Lasdy;  the  governor  also,  on  his  part,  desired  the 
members  sent  with  this  message  to  acquaint  the  House, 
that,  as  some  parts  of  the  minutes  of  that  session  might 
be  necessary  to  be  mentioned  in  the  representation  the 
governor  found  himself  obliged  to  make  to  his  Majesty, 
in  answer  to  his  royal  order  in  relation  to  the  invasion 
of  his  dominions  by  die  French  and  theu*  Indian  allies, 
he  desired  the  House  would  order  a  copy  thereof  to 
be  deliv^^  to  him;  and  an  order  was  thereupon 
made,  that  the  said  minutes  might  be  delivered  to  him 
accordingly. 

Their  next  meeting  was  on  the  7th  of  August  fol- 
lowing, by  special  summons ;  upcm  which  occasion  the 
governor,  having  sent  ^ot  the  House,  acquainted  them 
with  Washingtcm's  defeat,  and  in  the  most  solenm  man- 
n^  (his  words)  recommended  to  them  a  cheerful  and 
vigorous  resolution  of  dislodging  fix)m  the  neighbour- 
hood of  their  setdements  [not  the  settlem^ts  them- 
selves, or  parts  unsettled  far  untMn  the  limits  of  the 
province,  as  before  confidently  asserted  from  tendaubted 
assurance]  not  indeed  as  principals,  but  in  concurrence 
with  the  government  of  Virginia,  when  the  determina- 
tions taken  there  should  be  communicated  to  them ;  — 
urging,  that  in  the  mean  while  it  would  be  highly  expe- 
dient to  take  into  consideration  the  most  proper  ways 
and  means  of  raising  a  supply  for  this  service ;  and 
that,  in  doing  thereof,  they  should  industriously  avoid 
whatever  might  be  likely  to  occasion  any  difference  of 
opinion  between  him  and  them  to  the  detriment  of  the 
common  cause,  &c.  That  some  provision  should  be 
made  for  the  support  of  such  Indians  as,  flying  from 
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the  enemy,  had  taken  refuge  amongst  their  brethroi 
of  Pennsylvania;  that  the  inhabitants  on  the  fixmtiers, 
had  also,  by  their  petitions  applied  to  him  for  protection ; 
that  the  defenceless  state  of  the  province  in  genera], 
demanded  their  special  consideration;  that  it  was  be- 
come his  indispensable  duty  to  press  it  upon  them 
accordingly,  &c.  And  m  the  close  of  all  he  expressed 
himself  as  follows ; 

^^  It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  that  I  now  communi* 
cate  to  you  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  at 
the  late  treaty  at  Albany ;  as,  on  perusal  thereof^  you 
will  clearly  perceive,  that  the  lands  on  the  river  Ohb 
do  yet  bdong  to  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  and 
have  long  since,  been  by  them  put  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  crown  of  England.  That  the  (Hroceedings 
of  the  French  in  erecting  forts  on  that  river,  and  m 
the  countries  adjacent,  have  never  received  the  coun- 
tenance or  approbation  of  those  nations ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  are  expressly  declared  by  them  to  have  been 
without  their  privity  or  consent  That  they  are  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  rapid  progress  of  the  French,  and  b 
severe  terms  reproach  us  with  supine  negligence,  and 
the  defenceless  state  of  our  possessions ;  and,  in  effect, 
call  upon  us  to  fortify  our  ironders,  as  well  for  the 
security  of  their  countries  as  of  our  own.  That,  after  a 
due  and  weighty  reflection  on  these  several  matta:^, 
with  many  others  of  equal  importance,  the  commission- 
ers thought  it  necessary  to  consider  o(  and  draw  up  a 
representation  of  the  present  state  of  the  cobnies ;  and 
from  thence,  judging  that  no  effectual  opposition  was 
like  to  be  made  to  the  destructive  measures  of  the 
French,  but  by  a  union  of  them  all  for  their  mutual 
defence,  devised  likewise  a  general  plan  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  be  offered  to  the  consideration  of  their  respec- 
tive legislatures. 
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"  And  as  both  those  papers  appear  to  me  to  coDtain 
matters  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  welfare  of 
the  colonies  m  general,  and  to  have  been  digested  and 
drawn  up  with  great  clearness  and  strength  of  judg- 
ment, I  cannot  but  express  my  approbation  of  them ; 
and  do  therefore  recommend  them  to  you,  as  well  wor- 
thy of  your  closest  and  most  serious  attention.^ 

The  particulars  contained  in  this  speech  were  also 
enforced  by  several  papers  communicated  at  the  same 
time;  and  the  House,  taking  the  premises  mto  con- 
sideration, after  various  debates,  divisions,  rejections, 
&C.,  agreed  to  a  bill  for  striking  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  and  for  granting 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  thereof  for  the  Sing's  use,  and 
for  applying  the  remainder  to  the  exchange  of  torn  and 
ragged  bills;  which,  being  presented  to  the  governor, 
produced  the  following  answer,  viz. 

"The  governor  promised  himself,  fix)m  the  request 
he  made  to  the  House  in  his  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  session,  that  (considering  the  importance  of  the 
occasion)  they  would  have  fallen  upon  some  method 
of  rsdsing  money  for  the  King's  use,  to  which  he  might 
have  had  no  material  objection ;  and  could  not  help 
therefore  being  extremely  mortified  at  findmg  the  bill, 
now  presented  him  for  that  purpose,  to  be  not  only 
formed  on  the  same  plan,  but  to  be  neariy  of  the  same 
tenor  with  that  to  which  he  refused  his  assent  at  their 
last  meeting.  He  has  nevertheless  complied  with  the 
proffer  he  then  made  them,  and  has  agreed  to  extend 
the  fund  they  have  chosen  to  raise  the  money  upon, 
m  the  same  proportion  as  they  have  increased  the  sum 
granted  to  his  Majesty.  But  the  House  is  peremptory, 
and  will  admit  of  no  alteration  in  their  bill.  All  then 
that  remains,  after  assuring  them  that  the  governor, 
lest  the  King's  service  should  suffer,  has  stramed  his 
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powers  eren  beyond  what  he  ahnost  dares  think  con- 
sistent with  his  safety,  is,  to  submit  our  respective  con- 
duct to  the  judgment  of  our  superiors.  But  he  hopes 
this  also  may  be  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  arrival 
of  the  gentleman  that  is  to  succeed  him  in  the  admm- 
istration,  who  may  every  day  be  looked  for  among  us ; 
and  who  may  possibly  think  himself  more  at  liberty 
with  respect  to  the  matter  in  controversy,  than  the 
governor  can  presume  to  do.  In  the  mean  whQe  it  is 
hoped  no  considerable  detriment  may  arise  to  his  Maj- 
esty's affairs  m  the  short  interval  between  this  and  the 
time  of  his  actual  arrival 

**  So  much  has  already  been  said  upon  this  subject 
on  another  occasion,  that  the  governor  declines  any 
farther  enlargement  thereon,  as  well  knowing  that  pub- 
lic disputes  of  this  nature  frequently  terminate  in  private 
animosities,  which  he  is  very  desirous  of  avoiding ;  and . 
therefore  only  expects  from  the  House,  that  they  will 
do  him  the  same  justice  he  is  willmg  to  do  them,  m 
supposmg  him  to  act  from  his  judgment,  when  he  tells 
them  that  he  cannot  recede  fit>m  his  amendments." 

This  was  the  last  act  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  government. 
Weary  of  a  service,  which  he  found  mcompatible,  if 
not  with  his  notions  of  honor,  at  least  with  his  repose, 
he  had  desired  to  be  dismissed ;  and  was  succeeded 
by  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Esquire. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

Governor  Morris's  Arrival  at  Philadelphia,  and  first  Speech  to  a  new 
Assembly.  The  Assembly's  Answer  and  Adjoomment  Being  as- 
sembled again,  the  GovemoT  in  his  Speech  requires  them  to  raise  and 
keep  up  a  considerable  Body  of  Troops.  They  present  a  Bill  for 
raising  Forty  Thousand  Pounds  on  the  former  Plan.  The  dd  Instruction^ 
and  an  Opinion  of  the  Attorney-General's  pleaded  by  the  Governor  in 
Bar  of  his  Assent  A  Message  firom  the  Assembly,  fully  demonstrating 
that  Pennsylvania  was  not  comprehended  in  the  Instruction  insisted 
upon ;  also  desiring  a  Sight  of  the  Instructions  he  himself  had  receiv- 
ed from  his  Principals.  A  second  Message,  in  which  they  call  upon 
the  Governor  to  give  his  Assent  to  the  Bill.  The  Governor's  Reply, 
declining  the  BiU  as  before,  and  evading  the  Communication  of  his 
Instructions.  The  Assembly's  Rejoinder,  justifying  the  Requisition 
they  had  made  of  his  Ins^ctions.  The  Governor  questions  their 
Right  to  have  these  Instructions  laid  before  them.  The  unanimous 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  concerning  the  Proprietary  Instructions^ 
in  which  they  declare  it  as  their  Opinion,  that  the  said  Instructions 
were  the  principal  if  not  the  sole  Obstruction  to  their  BilL  A  Brief 
of  the  Governor's    Surrejoinder.     Some  general  Remarks. 

Ik  the  beginning  of  October,  1754,  much  about  the 
time  of  Mr.  Morris's*  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  a  new  as- 
sembly was  to  be  chosen  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
and  had  been  chosen  accordingly. 

To  these  summoned,  according  to  form,  up  to  his 
council-chamber,  the  new  governor  made  a  short  speech, 
importing,  '^his  persuasion  that  the  proprietaries  had 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  welfare  and  prosperity 
of  the  people;  his  own  self-flattery,  that  it  was  from 
the  opinion,  that  they  had  entertained  of  his  disposition 
to  promote  the  general  happmess  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  they  had  made  choice  of  him ;  the  resolution 
he  had  taken  not  to  disappomt  them ;  assurances,  that 
he  should  upon  all  occasions  be  studious  to  i»x>tect 
the  people  committed  to  his  charge  in  their  civil  and 
religious  privileges,  and  careful  to  mamtain  the  just 
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rights  of  govemmenty  as  equally  conducive  to  the  pub- 
lic good ;  a  recommendation,  in  particular,  of  the  state 
of  the  frontier,  both  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  gov- 
ernments, where  they  would  find  the  French  acting 
vrith  a  steady  uniformity  and  avowed  resolution  to  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  country ;  an  mterspersion  of 
certam  stimulatives,  drawn  from  a  contemplation  of  the 
miseries  they  would  be  exposed  to,  in  case  they  suf- 
fered the  enemy  to  strengthen  themselves  m  their  posts; 
and  an  earnest  call  upon  them,  in  his  Majes^'s  name, 
to  exert  themselves  at  that  critical  juncture  m  defence 
of  their  country.  And,  lasdy,  a  declaration,  that  if  they 
should  find  any  laws  wanting  for  the  bettar  government 
of  the  province,  he  should  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  such  as  they  should  propose,  and  give 
his  consent  to  such  as  he  should  think  reasonable.'* 

More  doubts  than  confidence,  it  may  be  presumed, 
this  speech  excited ;  for  the  assembly  having,  upon  the 
report,  bestowed  some  time  in  the  consideration  of  it, 
thought  fit  to  call  for  a  copy  of  the  governor's  com- 
mission, as  also  of  the  royal  approbation,  before  they 
{»xx^eeded  to  answer  it 

This  answer  was  also  as  dry,  and  as  cautiously  word- 
ed, as  the  governor's  speech.  They  echoed  back  what 
parts  of  it  they  could ;  and  they  joined  issue  with  the 
governor  in  promising,  with  the  same  smcerity,  to  con- 
tribute every  thing  m  their  power  to  support  him  in  the 
exertion  of  the  just  rights  of  government,  ccmducive  to 
the  good  ends  by  him  specified.  After  which  they 
proceeded  in  these  words;  ^^The  ^K^roachments  ol" 
the  French  on  his  Majesty's  territcvies,  and  their  hos- 
tile proceedings  in  this  time  of  peace,  are  truly  alarm- 
mg ;  and,  as  they  have  he&k  long  since  known  m  Great 
Britain,  we  were  in  hopes,  cm  the  governor's  arrival,  to 
have  received  instractions  fix>m  the  crovm  how  to  c<mi-> 
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duct  ourselves  on  this  important  occasion ;  but,  as  we 
have  not  had  any  such  laid  before  us,  the  royal  order 
sent  to  the  several  colonies  by  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse, 
in  his  letter  of  the  28th  of  August,  1753,  appears  to 
be  the  only  rule  by  which  we  can  now  act  with  safety. 
And,  as  we  find  our  late  assembly  did  what  was  most 
consistent  with  the  trust  reposed  in  them  to  comply 
therewith,  the  governor  may  likewise  depend  upon  our 
doing  whatever  can  be  reasonably  exi>ected  from  us 
for  the  good  of  this  provmce,  or  the  general  mterest 
of  the  British  cdonies  on  the  continent,  whenever  our 
as^tance  can  be  applied  to  any  valuable  purpose.  But 
at  present,  as  we  know  not  where  to  direct  our  aid, 
and  as  this  has  not  been  the  usual  time  of  doing  busi- 
ness, occa^iMied  by  the  governor's  bemg  obliged  to 
give  his  attendance  elsewhere,  we  are  incl'med,  if  he 
has  no  objection,  or  any  thmg  farther  to  lay  before  us, 
to  make  a  short  adjournment ;  and  if,  during  our  recess, 
any  matters  of  importance  should  come  to  his  knowl- 
edge,  we  shall  cheerfully  attend  the  governor's  call  of 
our  House,  and  contribute  our  assistance  for  the  public 
good.** 

The  result  was,  that  the  governor  thanked  them  for 
their  speech,  and  concurred  in  their  proposition,  upon 
which  they  adjourned  accordingly. 

In  the  begmning  of  Dec^nber  they  met  again,  and 
then  the  governor  communicated  a  letter  from  Sir 
Thomas  Robinson,  secretary  of  state,  dated  July  5th, 
1754;  by  which  it  appears^  that,  for  upwards  of  ten 
months,  the  case  of  the  northern  colonies,  actually 
invaded  by  the  French,  had  not  been  made  the  fore- 
most point  of  consideration  here  at  home ;  and,  that 
the  Americans  were  m  a  sort  of  disgrace  at  court,  for 
not  havmg  broken  through  all  the  cautions  laid  upon 
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them  before,  and  assumed  and  exerdsed  all  tbe  powars 
of  government  in  taking  care  of  themsdves* 
Let  the  reader  judge  for  himself. 

« Whitehall,  Mj  5th,  1754. 
**SlR, 

**  Your  letter  of  the  26th  of  November  last,  in  an- 
swer to  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse's  of  the  28th  of 
August,  having  been  received  and  laid  before  the  Emg, 
I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  express 
command,  that  you  should,  m  obedience  thereto,  not 
only  act  vigorously  in  the  defence  of  the  government 
under  your  care,  but  that  you  should  likewise  be  aid- 
ing and  assisting  his  Majesty's  other  American  colo- 
nies to  repel  any  hostile  attempts  made  agamst  them ; 
and  it  was  with  great  suiprise,  that  the  Emg  observed 
your  total  silence  upon  that  part  oS  his  Majesty's  orders, 
which  relates  to  a  concert  with  the  other  colonies^  which 
you  must  be  sensible  is  now  become  more  essentially 
necessary  for  their  common  defence,  smce  the  account 
received  by  you  from  Major  Washington,  with  r^ard 
to  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  French  upon  the 
river  Ohio ;  which  verify  in  fact  what  was  apprehended 
when  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse  wrote  so  fully  to  you  in 
August  last,  and  which  might  have  been  in  great  meas- 
ure, if  not  totally,  prevented,  had  every  one  of  his  Maj- 
esty's governments  exerted  themselves  according  to 
those  directions,  the  observance  whereof  I  am  now,  by 
the  King's  command,  to  enforce  to  you  in  the  strtmg- 
est  manner. 

« I  am,  &c" 

The  governor  also  accompanied  this  letter  with  a 
speech,  in  which  occur  the  foUowmg  ciuious  particu- 
lars, viz. 
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^From  the  letters  and  mteOigence  I  have  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  you,  it  will  appear  that  the  French  have 
now,  at  their  fort  at  the  Monongahela,  above  a  thousand 
regular  troops,  besides  Indians ;  that  they  are  well  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  and  that  they  have  lately  received 
an  additional  number  of  cannon ;  that  their  upper  forts 
are  also  well  garrisoned  and  provided;  and  that  they 
are  making  a  settlement  of  three  hundred  famSies  in 
the  country  of  the  Twigtwees,  at  the  southwest  end 
of  the  Lake  Erie. 

"From  those  papers  you  will  likewise  be  mformed 
of  the  use  they  have  made  of  their  last  year's  success 
among  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  having  prevailed 
with  many  of  them  to  remove  to  Canada,  who  w31 
either  be  neuter  m  the  present  dispute,  or  take  up  arms 
against  us,  while  such  few  of  the  Indians,  as  still  retain 
their  attachment  to  the  English,  dare  not  be  active  for 
us,  tiD  they  see  a  force  in  the  field  superior  to  that  of 
the  French ;  and  if  that  be  not  soon,  they  will  certainly 
give  up  our  cause,  and  embrace  the  tempting  offers 
made  them  by  the  French. 

"  Gentlemen,  it  is  now  several  years  since  the  French 
undertook  this  expedition,  and  we  have  long  had  fall 
intelligence  of  their  designs,  and  of  the  steps  they  have 
taken  to  carry  them  into  execution ;  their  progress 
indeed  has  been  very  surprising,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
inactivity  of  the  English  colonies,  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  have  looked  with  too  much  indifference  upon  an 
affair  that  must  end  in  their  ruin,  if  not  timely  pre- 
vented.** 

Poor  colonies !  Exposed  on  one  hand  j  censured  on 
the  other. 

In  a  subsequent  paragraph  he  also  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows ; 
.  "  These   encroachments   of   the  French  upon   the 
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territxHies  of  the  crown  of  Britain  in  America,  have  turn- 
ed the  eyes  of  Europe  to  this  quarter  of  the  worid,  as  it 
is  uncertain  what  effects  they  may  produce.  The  con- 
duct, therefore,  of  these  colonies  will  be  more  than 
ever  the  object  of  their  attention,  and  ours  in  particular 
who  are  most  immediately  concerned ;  for  whether  the 
French  forts  are  within  the  particular  limits  of  this 
provmce  or  not,  I  look  upon  to  be  very  immaterial  m 
the  present  case,  though  in  my  opinion  they  are  cleariy 
so.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  our  situation  at  present  is 
certainly  very  alarming;  the  French  on  our  borders 
are  numerous,  strongly  fortified,  well  provided,  and 
daily  increasing ;  the  small  body  of  English  troops  on 
the  fit)ntiers,  wesikened  by  the  desertion  fix>m  the  mde- 
pendent  companies,  and  the  want  of  discipUne  in  the 
new  levies;  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  formeriy  our 
firm  fiiends,  divided  among  themselves,  many  of  them 
gone  over  to  the  French,  and  others  wavering  and  m 
doubt  whether  to  follow  their  brethren,  or  continue 
with  us ;  the  neighbouring  provinces  (except  Virginia), 
though  nearly  mterested  in  the  issue  of  the  present 
affair,  either  contributing  nothing  towards  die  common 
cause,  or  sparingly;  and,  though  Vii^inia  has  indeed 
given  thirty  thousand  pounds,  yet  it  will  avail  but  litde, 
unless  a  considerable  body  of  troops  be  sent  fit)m  this 
provmce,  and  kept  up  till  the  work  is  done. 

"  Permit  me  therefore,  Gendemen,  to  press  this  matter 
upon  you ;  exert  yourselves  upon  the  present  occasion, 
dbsipate  the  cloud  that  hangs  over  your  country,  and 
save  her  fit)m  the  threatened  destruction.  I£s  Majesty, 
ever  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  all  his  subjects,  excites 
and  commands  us ;  the  eyes  of  a  British  Pariiament,  of 
the  people  of  our  mother  country,  of  the  other  Ameri- 
can colonies,  and  even  of  all  Europe,  are  upon  us; 
and  the  fate  of  this  country,  the  happiness  or  misery 
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of  your,  posterity,  very  much  depend  on  your  resolu* 
tions." 

Thus  Pennsylvania  alone  must  be  put  m  the  front 
of  the  battle,  must  undertake  for  all,  pay  for  all,  &c., 
and  is  goaded  on  so  to  do  by  the  very  proprietaries 
and  their  deputy,  who  should  have  stood  m  the  gap, 
and  endeared  themselves  to  the  province,  by  endeav- 
ouring to  have  the  load  laid  as  equally  on  the  whole 
continent,  and  the  effort  made  as  general,  as  possible. 

It  is  visible,  the  governor's  name  signified  nothing, 
whether  Hamilton  or  Morris,  except  that  the  hardest 
driver  was  sure  to  be  the  best  thought  of  by  his  em- 
ployers; and  it  was  but  natural,  that  the  assembly 
should  be  as  resolute  to  continue  the  provmce  in  such 
a  state  as  might  render  it  worth  preserving,  as  they 
were  willing  to  contribute  whatsoever  they  properly 
could  towards  its  preservation.  Pennsylvania  wa)s  more 
dear  to  them  for  the  excellency  of  its  constitution,  than 
the  excellency  of  its  soil ;  and,  whatever  the  narrow 
notions  of  proprietaries  may  be,  as  the  liberty  of  the 
province  is  diminished,  the  value  of  their  possessions 
in  it  will  diminish  in  the  same  proportion. 

To  discharge  all  duties  at  once,  therefore,  they  again 
put  the  demands  for  the  general  service,  and  those  for 
the  particular  interest  of  the  provmce,  upon  the  same 
footing,  by  the  old  expedient  of  a  currency  bill,  provid- 
ing for  striking  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit ;  one  moiety  for  the  King's  use,  and  the 
other  for  replacing  damaged  bills,  which  they  sent  up 
to  the  governor  for  his  concurrence,  with  a  written 
message,. of  which  what  follows  was  the  most  material 
part. 

"Though  we  hope  the  number  of  the  French  and 
their  Indian  allies,  mentioned  in  George  Croghan's  let^ 
ters,  are  full  large,  yet  the  uncommon  efforts  they  have 
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made  towards  obtaining  a  possession  on  that  part  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions  are  truly  alarming^  and  dan- 
gerous to  the  British  interest  m  North  Amaica;  and 
we  have  good  reason  to  believe  the  sums  granted  the 
Kmg  by  our  late  assembly,  had  the  then  governor  been 
pleased  to  pass  the  bills  offered  to  him  (gc  that  purpose, 
^  might  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  totally,  have  pre- 
vented the  bad  situation  of  our  affairs  at  present,'  and 
have  placed  our  duty  to  the  best  of  Kings^  as  we  de- 
sire it  should  always  appear,  among  his  most  loving 
and  loyal  subjects.  And  fcH*  this  reason,  it  is  with  con- 
cern we  find,  by  the  abovementioned  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  ^  that  it  was  with  great  surprise  the 
King  had  observed,  in  our  late  governor's  answer  to  the 
Earl  of  Holdemesse,  he  had  been  totally  silent  on  that 
part  of  his  Majesty's  orders,  which  relate  to  a  concert 
with  the  other  colonies.'  But,  as  we  have  great  con- 
fidence in  our  governor,  that  he  will  at  all  times  afford 
us  all  good  offices  and  protection,  and  will  be  pleased 
to  represent  us  and  our  affairs  m  a  favorable  light,  as 
we  hope  he  may  do  with  great  justice ;  so,  cm  our  part, 
we  shall  not  fail  to  contribute  every  thing  in  our  power 
to  answer  all  reasonable  expectations  from  so  young 
a  colony,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  our  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberties ;  beyond  which,  under  so  good  a  Kmg, 
we  are  well  assured  nothing  further  will  be  asked  or 
expected  from  us;  and,  in  return  for  the  governor's 
justice  and  protection,  it  will  give  us  particular  pleasure 
to  make  his  administration  m  this  province  easy  to 
himself,  and  honorable  to  all." 

Amazing  was  the  answer  by  the  governor,  on  the 
sixth  day  afterwards  returned ;  for  having,  at  his  very 
outset,  taken  shelter  under  the  old  exploded  instruc- 
tion to  Governor  Thomas,  and  Ryder  the  attorney- 
general's  opinion  upon  Governor  Hamilton's  case,  de- 
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livered  m  the  following  compendious  manner;  '^I  am 
of  opinion,  it  is  by  no  means  safe  or  ad^sable,  or  con- 
sistent with  his  duty,  to  pass  such  bills,  without  a 
suspending  clause ; ''  and  suggested,  that  he  could  not 
by  any  means  agree  to  the  said  bill,  because  forbid  by 
the  said  instruction,  without  such  a  clause;  he  then 
proceeded  to  say,  ^  However,  as  the  act  of  Parliament 
restraining  the  four  eastern  governments  from  emitting 
paper  currency,  gives  them  a  power  to  strike  bills  of 
credit  in  case  of  emergency,  I  hope  I  shall  be  justified 
in  thinking  the  reaison  holds  good  as  to  us  who  are 
in  the  greatest  danger,  being  already  invaded  by  the 
French,  and  m  immediate  expectation  of  outrage  from 
the  Indians  in  their  alliance.  I  will  therefore  join  with 
you  in  any  bill  for  strikmg  what  sum  you  shall  think 
our  pressmg  occasions  demand,  provided  a  fund  be 
established  for  sinking  the  same  in  five  years. 

"  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  House  for  their 
kind  sentunents  with  regard  to  me,  and  shall  make  it 
my  peculiar  care  so  to  act  as  to  merit  the  contmuance 
of  their  good  opinion ;  and  can  truly  say,  it  is  no  small 
mortification  to  me  to  be  obliged  to  difier  m  opinion  from 
the  representatives  of  the  province,  who,  I  am  con- 
vinced, act  from  upright  motives,  and  what  they  esteem 
to  be  its  true  interest ;  but  would  willingly  hope,  when 
they  come  to  reflect  on  the  obligations  I  am  under  to 
pay  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  instructions,  that  they 
will  not  press  me  to  disobey  them ;  especially  when 
they  consider,  that,  should  I  disregard  my  own  honor 
and  safety  in  passing  a  bill  circumstanced  as  this  is, 
there  is  great  danger  of  its  being  disapproved  by  his 
Majesty ;  and  what  loss  and  confusion  such  an  event 
would  cause  in  the  province,  by  the  paper  bills  becom- 
ing of  no  value,  I  need  not  particularly  mention/' 

From   the  year    1740   down  to  the    time  of   this 
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altercation,  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  never  once  in- 
terfered in  thiS^  dispute ;  nor  in  these  requisitions  from 
the  secretary's  oflSce,  in  the  King's  name,  of  aids  from 
his  American  subjects,  is  the  least  trespass  on  the 
right  of  the  subject,  by  any  injunction  direct  or  indirect 
concerning  the  mode  of  raismg  these  aids,  to  be  traced ; 
and  yet  this  petty  proprietary  governor  dares  to  make 
a  bugbear  of  his  Majesty's  disapprobation,  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  the  same  breath,  that  he  leaves  a  gap  for 
dispensing  with  the  very  instruction  he  pleads,  pro- 
vided the  proprietary  turn  is  served,  of  reducing  the 
term  to  five  years. 

It  is  moreover  reasonable  to  thmk  the  governor  had 
in  his  hands  at  this  very  time  a  third  letter  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  now  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  dated 
October  26th,  1764;  for,  on  the  very  next  day  after 
this  message  was  delivered,  he  sent  down  a  copy  of 
the  said  letter  to  the  House,  accompanied  with  another 
written  message,  so  timed  and  constructed  as  to  render 
it  as  embarrassmg  as  possible. 

This  third  letter  imported,  that  the  ministers  had  at 
last  come  to  a  resolution  of  taking  some  measures  of 
their  own  for  the  defence  of  America.  Amongst  oth^^ 
it  was  said  the  Kmg  had  commanded  two  regiments 
of  foot,  consistmg  of  five  hundred  men  each,  to  repair 
to  Virginia,  there  to  be  completed  to  seven  hundred ; 
as  also  to  send  orders  to  Governor  Shiriey  and  Sir 
William  Pepperell,  to  raise  two  regiments  of  one  thou- 
sand men  each,  for  which  officers  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  to  repair  to  America  forthwith ;  all  to  be 
commanded  in  chief  by  a  general  officer  of  rank  and 
capacity,  accompanied  by  a  deputy-quartermaster- 
general  and  a  commissary  of  the  musters,  who  were 
likewise  to  set  out  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be, 
in  order  to  prepare  every  thing  for  the  arrival  of  the 
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regiments  to  be  sent,  and  those  to  be  raised.    What 
follows  is  m  the  very  words  of  the  letter,  viz. 

^  You  will  receive  from  that  general,  and  the  other 
officers  just  mentioned,  a  fuU  and  exact  account  of 
the  arms,  clothing,  and  other  necessaries,  to  be  sent 
upon  this  important  occasion ;  as  likewise  of  the  ord- 
nance stores,  and  of  the  officers  and  attendants  belong- 
ing thereto ;  all  which,  being  ordered  for  this  service, 
are  such  proofs  of  his  Majesty's  regard  for  the  security 
and  welfare  of  his  subjects  in  those  parts,  as  cannot  fail 
to  excite  you  to  exert  yourself,  and  those  under  your 
care,  to  take  the  most  vigorous  steps  to  repel  your 
common  danger ;  and  to  show  that  the  King's  CNrders, 
which  were  sent  you  last  year  by  the  Earl  of  Holder- 
nesse,  and  were  renewed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
5th  of  July,  have  at  last  roused  that  emulation  and 
spirit,  which  every  man  owes  at  this  time  to  his  Majesty, 
the  public,  and  himself.  The  Eang  will  not  therefore 
imagine,  that  either  you,  or  the  rest  of  his  governors, 
will  suffer  the  least  neglect  or  delay  m  the  performance 
of  the  present  service,  now  strongly  recommended  to 
you,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  foUovnng  points, 
viz.  That  you  should  carefully  provide  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fresh  victuals,  at  the  expense  of  your  gov- 
ernment, to  be  ready  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  their 
arrival;  that  you  should  likewise  furnish  the  officers, 
who  may  have  occasion  to  go  from  place  to  place,  with 
all  necessaries  for  travelling  by  land,  in  case  there  are 
no  means  of  going  by  sea;  and  that  you  should  use 
your  utmost  diligence  and  authority  in  procuring  an 
exact  observance  of  such,  orders  as  shall  be  issued 
from  time  to  time,  by  the  commander-in-chief,  for  quar- 
tering the  troops,  impressmg  carriages,  and  providing 
all  necessaries  for  such  forces  as  shall  arrive,  or  be 
raised  within  your  government. 
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^  As  the  articles  above  mentioned  are  of  a  local  and 
peculiar  nature,  and  arising  entir^  within  your  gov- 
eminent,  it  is  almost  needless  for  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  his  Majesty  will  expect,  that  the  charge  thereof 
be  defrayed  by  his  subjects  belongmg  to  the  same. 
But  with  regard  to  such  other  articles,  which  are  of  a 
more  general  concern,  it  is  the  King's  pleasure,  that  the 
same  should  be  supplied  by  a  common  fund,  to  be 
established  (or  the  benefit  of  all  the  colonies  cc^ec- 
tively  in  North  America;  for  which  purpose  you  will 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  induce  the  assembly 
of  your  province  to  raise,  forthwith,  as  large  a  sum  as 
can  be  afforded,  as  their  contribution  to  this  comnum 
fund,  to  be  employed  provisionally  for  the  general  ser- 
vice of  North  America,  particularly  for  paying  the 
charge  of  levymg  the  troops  to  make  up  the  comple- 
meat  of  the  regiments  above  mentioned,  until  such 
time  as  a  jdan  of  graeral  union  of  his  Majesty's  north- 
em  colonies,  for  tiieir  common  defence,  can  be  per- 
fected. 

"You  wiH  carefully  confer,  or  coirespcmd,  as  you 
shall  have  opportunities,  upon  every  thing  relative  to 
the  present  serice,  with  the  said  general.  Sir  William 
Pepperell,  and  Governor  Shirley,  of  either  of  them; 
and,  as  it  is  the  King's  intention  to  give  aD  proper  en- 
couragement to  such  perscms  wha  shall  engage  to  serve 
upon  this  occasion,  you  will  acquaint  all  such  persons, 
in  the  King's  name,  that  they  will  receive  arms  and 
clothmg  fix)m  hence,  and  that  they  shall  be  sent  back, 
if  desired,  to  their  respective  habitations,  when  the 
service  in  America  shall  be  over. 

"As  the  several  govemors  in  all  the  Kmg's  prov- 
mces  and  colonies  in  North  America  will  receive,  by 
this  conveyance,  a  letter  to  the  same  effect  virith  this 
which  I  now  send  you,  they  will  be  prepared  at  the 
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same  time  to  obey  his  Majesty's  commands.  And  I 
am  to  direct  you  to  correspond  with  all  or  either  of 
them  occasionally,  as  you  shall  find  it  expedient  for 
the  general  service.'* 

It  is  plain  by  the  general  drift  of  this  letter,  that  it 
related  equally  to  every  governor  and  every  government 
of  North  America;  and  yet  the  governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania did  his  best  to  narrow  the  application  of  it  to 
Pennsylvania  only.  These  are  his  words;  "You  will 
observe  by  the  secretary  of  state's  letter,  that  it  is  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  we  should  contribute  as  far  as  we 
can  to  the  having  about  three  thousand  men  in  readi- 
ness to  enlist;  that  we  should  provide  a  quantity  of 
fi*esh  provisions  for  the  troops,  and  necessaries  for  the 
officers  that  may  have  occasion  to  travel  by  land ;  that 
the  orders  to  be  issued  by  the  commander-in-chief  for 
quartering  the  soldiers,  and  impressmg  carriages,  should 
be  carried  into  exact  execution ;  and  that  all  necessaries 
should  be  provided  for  such  troops  as  shall  arrive,  or 
be  raised  within  this  government  His  Majesty  ex- 
pects, that,  as  the  several  articles  above  mentioned  are 
of  a  local  and  peculiar  nature,  and  arising  entirely 
within  this  government,  that  the  charge  thereof  should 
be  defrayed  by  his  subjects  within  the  same." 

To  both  these  messages  the  assembly  immediately 
applied  themselves  to  prepare  suitable  answers;  and, 
begmning  with  the  first,  among  other  things  said,  "  We 
have  the  misfortune  to  difier  in  opinion  iroxn  the  gov- 
ernor, after  considering  the  case  maturely  as  it  now 
lies  befwe  us;  neverdieless,  we  do  assure  him,  that, 
though  in  a  matter  of  small  importance  we  might  not, 
perhaps,  be  very  tenacious  of  our  own  sentiments,  yet, 
in  this  case,  our  all  is  cdncemed,  and  if  we  should  not 
act  becoming  the  rights  our  birth  as  Englishmen  en- 
tides  us  to,  we  might  appear  unworthy  of  the  regard  we 
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hare  already  exp^enced,  and  have  good  reason  to 
hope  for  hereafter,  fix)m  a  British  Paiiiament" 

"  It  appears  that  the  case,  as  stated  to  the  attorney- 
general,  regards  only  emissions  of  biUs  of  credit  on 
common  and  ordinary  occasions;  and,  in  our  opinion, 
very  little,  if  at  all,  affects  the  present  bill;  and  it  is 
remaricable,  that  there  is  not  the  least  notice  taken  of 
the  act  for  granting  five  thousand  pounds  for  the  Bang's 
use,  which  Governor  Thomas  passed  without  a  sus- 
pendmg  clause,  by  extending  diis  very  excise  act  for 
ten  years,  which  we  have  now  agam  extended  for  the 
same  term  of  years  only,  and  loaded  it  with  a  grant  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds. 

^As  Colcmel  Thomas  gave  his  assent  to  that  act 
after  the  receipt  of  the  additional  instruction,  which  the 
governor  has  now  sent  down  with  our  bill,  and  as  we 
presume  he  has  no  other  or  later  instructions  Srom  the 
crown,  though  he  has  smce  received  the  rojral  i^pro- 
bation,  we  hope  he  will  not  think  himself  more  restrict- 
ed by  it,  than  the  gendeman  to  whom  it  was  imme- 
diately directed ;  who  has  never  suffered  m  his  honor, 
that  we  know  o(  or  incurred  the  King's  displeasure, 
for  giving  his  assent  to  that  bill,  and  at  this  time  bdds 
a  government  of  great  importance  under  the  immediate 
powers  of  the  crown. 

"Governor  Hamilton,  we  find,  entered  into  bonds 
and  penalties,  (among  other  things)  ^that  he  shall  fiiom 
time  to  time,  and  all  times,  hereafter,  so  long  as  he 
shall  continue  lieutenant-governor  of  the  said  province, 
observe,  perform,  and  obey  all  such  directions  and 
instructions,  which  now  are,  or  shall  at  any  time  be, 
given  or  sent  to  him  by  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and 
successors,  or  from  any  person  or  persons^  now  acting, 
or  that  hereafter  shall  act,  by  authority  from  his  Majes- 
ty, hk  heirs  and  successors,  and  piu^uant  to,  and  for 
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the  putting  in  execution,  the  several  acts  of  trade  and 
navigation ;  relating  to  the  plantations,'  Sac.;  which  bond, 
or  bonds  of  the  like  tenor,  we  presume  our  governor 
may  have  entered  mto  before  he  received  the  royal 
approbation;  and  yet  our  late  governor  seems  clearly, 
in  his  reasoning  with  former  assemblies,  to  have  ac- 
knowledged he  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  pass  acts 
of  the  tenor  of  our  present  bill  (or  granting  money  for 
the  Emg's  use ;  and  never  offered  a  suspendmg  clause, 
notwithstanding  his  bonds  to  the  crown ;  but  whether  he 
might,  or  might  not,  be  safe  m  passing  a  bill  of  the  kind 
mentioned  in  his  state  of  the  case,  could  regard  him- 
self only,  and  does,  by  no  means,  determme  the  rights 
we  claim  under  the  royal  charter.  And  we  have  the 
pleasure  to  assure  the  governor,  we  have  been  credi- 
bly informed  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  about  a  year  ago, 
stated  a  question  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general, 
with  respect  to  the  validity  of  this  instruction  of  a  sus- 
pending clause,  over  governments  claiming  particular 
rights  by  charter;  to  which  they  have  not  yet  given 
any  answer  that  we  can  learn.  And  we  know,  that, 
notwithstanding  two  bills  extending  the  royal  instruc- 
tions ova*  councils  and  assemblies  in  America  had 
been  attempted  in  Parliament  without  success,  and  a 
third  bin  was  brought  in  with  the  same  clause,  yet  it 
could  not  obtam  a  passage  there.  And  we  are  inform- 
ed, that  a  noble  friend  to  liberty  and  the  rights  of  the 
British  subject,  a  member  of  that  House,  exposed  this 
third  attempt  so  fuDy,  upon  the  second  readmg  of  the 
bill,  that  the  clauses  on  this  head  objected  to  were 
dropped  without  a  division  in  the  committee.  And  until 
such  acts  of  Parliament  shall  be  obtained,  which  we 
have  good  reason  to  hope  will  never  be  imposed  upon 
us,  the  governor  must  agree  with  us,  that  it  is  our 
duty  to  defend  the  rights  and  privfleges  we  enjoy  under 
the  royal  charter. 
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**  As,  in  the  present  case,  we  are  not  bound  by  any 
acts  of  Pariiament,  and  are  certamly  clear  of  the  act  lim- 
iting the  eastern  colonies,  both  as  to  the  force  and  the 
intention  of  it,  we  hope  the  governor,  fircHn  his  known 
abilities  and  good  will  to  the  prosperity  of  this  province, 
will  immediately  discern  the  difference  between  this 
bill  and  acts  of  assembly  creating  bills  of  credit  on 
common  and  ordinary  occasions.  What  force  royal 
instrucdons  may  have  on  bills  of  credit  passed  on  com- 
mon and  ordinary  occasions  is  not  immediately  before 
us,  and  may  be  considered  at  a  proper  time.  But  we 
hope  the  governor,  notwithstanding  any  penal  bond  he 
may  have  entered  into,  will,  on  reflection,  think  him- 
self at  liberty,  and  find  it  consistent  with  his  safety 
and  honor,  to  give  his  assent  to  this  bill,  which  may, 
at  this  time,  be  of  such  great  service  to  the  British 
interest  in  America. 

^  But  if  we  should  unhappily  still  diffi^  in  our  opinioo, 
notwithstanding  these  reasons,  and  such  as  have  been 
offered  by  our  former  assemblies,  we  must  be  obliged, 
as  our  last  resource,  to  apply  to  the  crown  for  redress, 
or  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  or  our  proprietaries,  as  the 
case  may  require;  m  which,  we  doubt  not,  the  gov- 
ernor will  favor  us  with  his  assistance.  And,  in  order 
to  furnish  ourselves  with  every  thing  necessary  for  our 
own  vindication,  and  that  this  case  may  appear  in  its 
full  light,  we  entreat  the  governor  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  us,  whether  the  royal  instruction  is  the  only 
impediment;  or  whether  he  has  any  farther  instruc- 
tions from  our  proprietaries,  which  influence  him  in 
refusing  his  assent  to  our  bill;  and,  if  he  has,  that 
he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  those  mstructions  before 
us  for  our  consideration.'* 

And  the  answer  to  the  second  was  as  follows; 

**  The  undoubted  proofs  his  Majesty  has  ever  given 
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of  his  gracious  and  paternal  afibction  for  aD  his  sub* 
jects,  however  distant  from  his  royal  presence,  and  the 
fresh  marks  we  have  now  before  us  of  his  care  and 
regard  (or  the  wel£aure  and  security  of  his  subjects  in 
North  America,  excite  in  us  the  warmest  returns  of 
duty  and  gratitude ;  and  we  hope  we  hare  fuUy  tes- 
tified, that  we  have  nothmg  more  at  heart,  in  all  our 
deliberations,  than  to  answer  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  the  crown  from  this  young  but  loy^  cdony.  We 
have  cheerfully  passed  a  bill  for  granting  twenty  thou* 
sand  poimds  for  the  King's  use,  which  now  lies  before 
the  governor  for  his  approbation,  and  we  hope  will 
answer  all  the  purposes  recommended  to  his  care  by 
Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  letter  of  the  26th  of  October 
last" 

It  was  now  the  govem(»^s  turn;  and  the  reader 
must  recollect  his  former  declarations,  in  order  to  won* 
der  enough  at  his  introductory  paragraph,  which  was 
as  follows; 

"  Oentiemen,  when  your  bill  for  striking  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  &c.,  was  befcH^  me,  I  duly  considered 
the  dangerous  circumstances  in  which  the  province  was 
involved,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  speedy  meas- 
ures to  remove  the  French  from  their  encroachments ; 
and  this  induced  me,  instead  of  adding  a  clause  to 
suspend  the  force  df  the  act  till  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
could  be  known,  to  send  it  back  to  you,  that  you  might 
frame  such  a  one  as  I  was  at  liberty  to  give  my  con- 
sent to ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  signify  to  you,  that 
I  would  agree  to  the  striking  any  sum  the  present 
emergency  might  require,  provided  funds  were  estab- 
lished for  sinking  the  same  in  five  years,  that  being 
the  term  prescribed  by  an  act  of  Paiiiament  for  regu- 
lating paper  money  in  the  eastern  governments;  and 
I  thought  the  reason  of  that  act  extended  here,  though 
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the  force  of  it  did  not;  and  I  hoped  that  I  should  be 
excused,  if  I  so  far  relaxed  the  instruction  upon  the 
present  occasion,  as  to  act  agreeable  to  the  rule  laid 
down  by  Parliament  for  the  neighbouring  govenunents; 
and  I  am  sorry,  for  the  sake  of  the  public,  to  find 
by  your  message,  that  you  have  so  far  misappre* 
bended  me,  as  to  conceive  that  I  intended  to  insist 
on  the  suspendmg  clause  in  this  dangerous  situation 
of  aifau^,  which  the  words  of  my  message  do  in  no 
wise  import,  and  that  upon  the  whole,  you  refuse  to 
accede  to  the  reasonable  measures  I  proposed/'  Pro- 
ceedmg  then  to  Ryder's  opinion,  he  would  not  allow 
it  regarded  only  common  and  ordinary  emissions  ;  said, 
that,  if  Governor  Thomas  was  never  censured  for  dis- 
pensing with  the  instruction,  it  was  because  the«  trans- 
action itself  had  never  been  made  known  to  his  Majesty 
or  his  ministers ;  that  the  fact  mentioned  by  them,  re- 
lating to  the  case  laid  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  before 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  general,  was  quite  unknown 
to  him ;  that,  however,  when  they  should  report  their 
opinion,  and  his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  issue  dif- 
ferent instructions,  he  should  endeavour  to  pay  the 
proper  obedience ;  that  the  debates  in  Parliament,  &a, 
had  little  connexion  with  the  matter  then  before  them ; 
that,  though  the  Parliament  did  not  agree  to  give  a 
general  sanction  to  all  instructions  fit>m  hb  Majesty, 
yet  the  instruction  in  question  having  been  the  result 
of  addresses  from  both  Houses,  it  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed but  they  would  support  their  own  act ;  that  he 
jomed  with  them  m  opbion,  that  the  only  method  to 
have  the  validity  and  force  of  the  same  finally  deter- 
mined would  be  by  an  application  to  his  Majesty,  and 
was  desirous  they  should  lay  the  whole  affair  before 
his  Majesty's  ministers;  that  being,  as  he  was,  in  a 
great  measure,   a  stranger  to  their   constitution,   the 
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proprietaries'  instructions  were  quite  necessary  to  him ; 
that  those  he  had  receiyed  fix>m  them  were  so  per- 
fectly calculated  to  promote  and  secure  the  happiness 
of  the  province,  and  so  reasonable  in  themselves,  that 
they  required  nothing  of  him,  but  what  he  should  have 
thought  it  his  duty  to  do  without  them ;  that,  though 
he  did  not  think  it  quite  decent,  and  he  believed  un- 
precedented, for  a  governor  to  be  called  upon  for  a 
sight  of  his  instructions,  he  would  nevertheless  com- 
municate them  to  the  House  whenever  the  public  ser- 
vice should  require  it;  that,  accordingly,  he  took  that 
opportunity  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  had  it  in  charge 
from  the  proprietaries  to  recommend  to  them  in  the 
most  pressing  manner  to  provide  with  all  imaginable 
despatch  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  province,  not 
only  by  aflfordmg  such  aids  as  his  Majesty  from  time  to 
time  should  require,  but  by  establishmg  a  regular  nulitia, 
providing  arms  and  stores  of  war,  and  buildmg  proper 
magazines ;  all  to  be  done  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
least  burdensome  to  the  inhabitants,  and  particularly 
so,  as  not  to  oblige  any  to  bear  arms  who  were  or 
might  be  conscientiously  scrupulous  agamst  it ;  that  he 
required  this,  in  pursuance  of  the  proprietaries'  instruc- 
tions ;  and  that  he  was  the  more  urgent  in  it,  because 
the  province  never  had  been  in  more  imminent  danger 
than  it  was  at  that  time ;  that  being  to  give  true  and 
exact  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  province  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  ministers,  as  well  as  to  the  proprie- 
taries, he  desired  a  clear  and  determinate  answer  to 
this  pomt,  that  he  might  be  able  to  lay  the  same  before 
his  Majesty  in  such  a  manner  as  might  make  the  inter- 
position of  Parliament  unnecessary ;  that  he  was  really 
concerned  to  find,  that,  instead  of  providing  for  the 
articles  recommended  to  them  by  his  Majesty,  m  a 
maimer  agreeable  to  his  royal  directions  [it  has  been 
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already  obserred,  that  no  manner  had  been,  or  could 
be,  with  propriety  directed  by  the  King],  they  insisted 
on  his  passmg  the  bill  in  the  shape  they  had  sent  it 
up,  though  before  informed  he  could  not  do  it;  that 
he  then  again  assured  them,  he  would  not  assent  to 
that  or  any  other  bill  for  emitting  paper  money,  but 
upon  the  terms  above  mentioned.  He  also  took  occa- 
sion to  add  among  other  things,  that  this  dispute,  so  long 
depending,  might  certainly  have  received  his  Majesty's 
determination  long  ago,  had  they  applied  for  it,  [which, 
by  the  way,  might  have  been  retorted  with  equal  truth 
on  the  proprietaries ;]  that,  were  there  no  other  method 
of  raising  money  for  the  present  service,  but  that  by 
them  proposed  and  insisted  upon,  their  conduct  might 
have  appeared  in  a  more  favorable  light ;  but  that,  as 
they  had,  or  ought  to  have  had  m  bank,  by  the  laws 
in  being,  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  together 
with  a  revenue  of  seven  thousand  pounds  a  year ;  as 
the  city  and  province  were  in  rich  and  flourishing  cir- 
cumstances, tiie  people  numerous,  and  burdened  with 
none  or  very  triflmg  taxes,  he  could  not  consent  to  pass 
the  bill  proposed;  it  being  (said  he)  a  direct  breach 
of  a  royal  instruction  intended  to  enforce  an  act  of 
Parliament  of  the  sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  which  [wheth^ 
act  or  instructions  is  doubtful]  they  knew  had  been 
shamefully  slighted  and  disregarded  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  provinces.  "  Upon  the  whole,''  continued 
he,  "you  will  consider,  Oendemen,  in  what  light  you 
will  appear  to  his  Majesty  and  a  British  Pariiament, 
who  are  expending  great  sums  of  money  for  the  de- 
fence of  these  colonies,  while  you,  the  very  province 
most  concerned  as  bemg  invaded,  instead  of  contribut- 
ing towards  your  own  defence,  are  entering  into  an 
ill-timed  controversy  concerning  the  validity  of  royal 
instructions,  which  might  have  been  determined  \<mg 
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ago,  and  may  be  delayed  to  a  more  cooTaiient  time» 
without  any  the  least  mjury  to  the  rights  of  the  people. 
Let  me,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  once  more  reccnnmend 
the  present  unhappy  circumstances  of  this  country  to 
your  most  serious  consideration;  and  entreat  you  to 
lay  aside  (for  the  present  at  least)  erery  thmg  that 
may  admit  of  any  dispute,  and  enter  heartily  into  such 
measures  as  may  best  answer  the  public  expectations, 
and  assist  his  Majesty  in  the  measures  he  has  couch- 
ed, and  is  cairying  into  execution,  for  the  preserration 
of  this  country." 

The  assembly  again,  as  if  to  give  the  governor  tune 
for  second  thoughts,  sent  him  up  the  reply  that  follows. 

^Before  we  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  oth^ 
parts  of  the  governor's  message  of  the  34th  instant, 
we  must  acknowledge  ourselves  engaged  to  return  him 
our  hearty  thanks  for  mforming  us,  that,  ^as  he  was 
m  a  great  measure  a  stranger  to  our  constitution,  and, 
to  be  so  highly  intrusted  by  the  proprietaries,  it  seemed 
quite  necessary  he  should  receive  mstructions  from 
them ;  and,  notwithstanding  he  may  think  it  not  quite 
decent,  or  may  believe  it  unprecedented,  for  a  governor 
to  be  called  upon  for  a  sight  of  his  instructions,  yet  he 
will  communicate  them  to  the  House  whenever  the 
public  service  shall  require  it.'  In  return  to  this  candid 
declaration,  and  the  assurance  he  is  pleased  to  give  us, 
as  well  as  the  ready  furnishing  us  with  other  parts  of 
those  instructions,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  the  gov^nor, 
that  we  not  only  apprehend  it  the  undoubted  right  of 
a  British  Parliament  to  address  the  crown  for  such 
bibrmation  as  they  judge  absolutely  necessary  to  their 
deliberations,  but  also,  that  the  proprietary  instructions 
to  our  former  governors  have  been  repeatedly  laid  be- 
fore the  assemblies  of  this  province." 

Here  certain  mstances  were  cited,  and  the  sequel 
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was  in  these  words ;  •*  We,  therefore,  under  these  con- 
siderations, and  for  that  we  are  of  opinion  those  pro- 
prietary instructions,  which  the  governor  is  pleased  to 
inform  us  our  proprietaries  gave  him  on  their  appointing 
and  intrusting  hun  with  this  government,  are  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  sole,  obstructions  to  the  passing  our 
bill  for  granting  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's 
use ;  and  also,  for  that  whatever  bills  we  might  prepare 
for  this,  or  any  other  purpose,  after  all  the  expense  to 
the  country,  and  after  all  our  pains  in  framing  them, 
would  be  liable  to  the  same  difficulties,  unless  we  could 
know  what  those  proprietary  instructions  are ; —  we  say, 
under  these  considerations,  and  from  the  regard  our 
governor  is  pleased  to  express  for  our  charter  and  oar 
liberties,  we  eamesdy  request  he  would  now  candidly 
communicate  those  instructions  to  us,  as  the  time  when 
the  *  public  service  requires  it,*  in  the  most  particular 
manner ;  for,  as  we  are  now  under  an  absolute  neces- 
sity of  addressing  the  crown  in  support  of  our  civil 
and  religious  liberties,  in  which  we  have  the  pleasure 
of  the  governor's  concurrence,  and  indeed  his  desire 
that  we  should  apply  to  his  Majesty  on  this  occasion, 
we  must,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  and  in  discharge  of  the 
duty  we  owe  to  those  we  represent,  make  those  pro- 
prietary instructions,  and  the  force  and  validity  of  them, 
the  great  end  of  our  humble  petition  to  the  crown  at 
this  tune,  unless  the  governor  shall  be  pleased  to  con- 
vince us  to  the  contrary/' 

It  was  not  till  the  fourth  day  after  this  message  was 
presented,  that  the  governor  rejomed;  during  which 
interval  the  business  of  the  session  seems  to  have  been 
wholly  at  a  stand ;  and  the  language  he  then  used  was 
to  the  following  effect;  **That,  though  the  House  of 
Commons  had  a  right  to  address  the  crown  for  infor- 
mation, and  former  governors  had  occasionally  laid  par- 
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ticular  instructions  before  the  assemblies,  he  did  not 
think  assemblies  had  a  right  to  have  them  all  laid  before 
them  upon  demand ;  and  was  still  of  opinion^  that  their 
Implication  for  that  purpose  was  irregular  and  unpre- 
cedented ;  that  it  was  true  he  had  proprietary  instruc- 
tions as  all  other  governors  had  had ;  but  that  he  [who 
it  seems  was  to  be  the  only  judge]  could  not  think 
it  then  for  his  Majesty's  service,  or  the  interest  of  the 
province,  to  communicate  them  farther  than  he  had 
already  done ;  especially  as  they  claimed  it  as  a  right, 
and  seemed  industriously  to  seek  fresh  matter  of  dis- 
pute about  them,  when  the  public  service  required 
they  should  be  otherwise  employed^  when  they  ex- 
pressed so  great  a  dislike  to  them,  and  when  they  had 
avowed  a  puipose  of  making  the  force  and  validity  of 
them  the  great  end  of  their  petition  to  the  crown,  and 
an  this  without  so  much  as  knowing,  except  in  what 
related  to  a  militia,  &a,  what  those  instructions  were ; 
that,  having  assigned  the  royal  instruction,  and  the 
attorney  •general's  opinion  upon  it,  as  his  reasons  for 
not  agreeing  to  their  bill  for  striking  forty  thousand 
pounds,  he  should  be  glad  to  know  upon  what  inibr- 
mation  they  had  given  it  as  their  opinion,  that  proprie- 
tary instructions  had  been  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole 
directors  of  his  conduct,  or  had  become  so  intimately 
acquainted  with  his  private  sentiments,  as  to  know, 
that  when  he  said  one  thing  he  meant  another;  that 
he  had  been,  and  still  was  desirous  they  should  apply 
to  the  crown  for  a  determmation  of  the  dispute  between 
them ;  but  that  as  he  did  not  know  the  civil  or  reli- 
gious liberties  of  the  people  were  invaded  by  the  in- 
struction which  gave  rise  to  lit,  he  could  have  no  m- 
tention  to  consent  to  an  application  in  support  of  diem ; 
that  an  invasion  of  the  civil  and  religk)us  liberty  of  a 
people  was  to  be  reckoned  among  the  wc»^t  of  crimes, 
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imd  was  th&a  inost  aggravated  when  comimtted  by 
those,  who  were  bound  bodi  by  thdr  oaths  and  their 
duty  to  preserve  those  blessings,  and  protect  the  peo- 
I^  in  the  enjoyment  of  them ;  that  his  sacred  Majesty, 
who  had  so  long  and  so  hs^pily  governed  his  people 
upon  constitutional  principles  only,  disdamed  a  thought 
of  doing  or  approving  any  thing  that  was  otherwise ; 
that  a  British  Parliament  would  never  esteem  a  royal 
instruction,  issued  at  their  own  request,  and  intended 
to  enforce  a  good  and  wholesome  law,  in  the  least 
destrucdve  of  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  of  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  whatever  they,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Pennsylvania,  might  do;  that  it  gave 
him  particular  concern,  that  they  should  purposely  enter 
into  a  dispute  about  that  instruction,  and  choose  to 
publish  such  sentunents  of  his  Majesty's  government 
at  a  time  like  that,  when  a  French  army  were  fortifying 
themselves  in  their  country ;  that  he  eamesdy  recom- 
mended to  them  to  consider,  whether  su<;h  expressbns 
m%ht  not  have  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  aflfecticms  of 
the  people  Srom  his  Majesty's  person  and  government, 
and  thereby  greatiy  obstruct  the  measures  he  was  tak- 
ing, at  a  vast  expense,  for  the  preservation  and  protec- 
tion of  his  subjects  on  that  continent ;  that  he  had  lately 
received  intelligence,  that  six  thousand  of  the  best  troops 
cS  France  were  actually  arrived  at  the  lower  fort  on 
the  Ohio,  and  were  there  employed  m  fortifymg  the 
country ;  that  this  ought  to  convince  them  France  had 
formed  some  grand  design  on  that  continent,  and  that, 
as  they  had  made  their  first  attack  upon  Pennsylvania, 
as  the  most  plentiful  and  most  defenceless  part  oS  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  so  in  a  particular  manner  it  be- 
hoved them  to  exert  themselves  accordmgly ;  and  that 
he  must,  therefore,  entreat  them  once  more  to  wave  all 
disputes  till  a  more  favcq^le  season,  to  consider  sai- 
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ously  the  dangers  their  country  was  exposed  to,  and 
not  only  grant  the  supplies  required,  but  enable  him 
to  raise  a  considerable  body  of  men  to  be  employed 
in  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  troops,  establish  a 
regular  militia,  provide  the  necessary  stores  of  war, 
&a,  that  the  proymce,  for  want  of  discipline,  might  90 
longer  be  left  an  easy  prey  to  a  much  weaker  body  of 
men,  than  were  then  encamped  within  a  few  days  of 
this  city.** 

How  grossly  uncandid  and  clumsily  crafty  this  rhap- 
sody was,  appears  at  the  first  glance;  and  its  ope- 
ration could  not  but  be  suitable  to  its  contents. 

In  short,  the  assembly  upon  the  second  reading  of 
this  and  his  former  message,  observing,  that  the  gov- 
emcx*  called  upon  them  to  show  upon  what  informa- 
tion they  founded  their  opinion,  that  he  was  restrained 
by  proprietary  instructions  fit>m  passing  their  bill,  had 
recourse  to  their  former  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
proinietaries'  bearing  a  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 
penses mcurred  on  Indian  affairs ;  and,  the  whole  hav- 
ing been  read  and  duly  considered,  upon  the  issue 
made  the  foDowing  order,  to  wit; 

"That  the  representation  from  the  assembly  to  the 
proprietaries  m  1751,  the  proprietaries' answer  thereto 
laid  before  the  House  in  May,  1753,  and  the  report' of 
a  committee  of  assembly  at  that  time  on  the  said  answer, 
(neither  of  which  have  as  yet  been  made  public,)  be 
now  printed  with  the  minutes  d  this  sitting."  And 
they  were  printed  accordingly.  So  that  the  whole 
province  had  now  for  the  first  time  the  whole  case 
before  their  eyes,  and  could  not  help  being  convinced 
by  these  emphatical  words,  in  clause  fourteenth  of  the 
proprietary  answer,  before  pointed  out,  **  Especially  if 
toe  shall  be  mduced  fit)m  the  state  of  your  trade  to 
consent  to  an  increase  of  your  paper  currency,"  that 
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proprietaiy,  not  ro]ral  instructions^  were  indeed  the  only 
obstacles  to  the  public  service. 

But  we  anticipate.  The  assembly  did  not  stop  here ; 
but  unaninaously  came  t6  such  resolutions,  and  grafted 
such  an  address  upcm  them^  as,  notwithstanding  some 
few  inaccuracies,  must  ever  do  as  much  honor  to  their 
understandings,  as  justice  to  thdr  cause,  and  the  noble 
jHinciples  it  was  founded  upon. 

With  a  reference  to  the  conduct  of  their  predeces- 
sors in  former  assemblies,  and  the  success  of  their 
hcHiest  endeavours  for  continuing  to  them  the  invalu- 
able blessings  they  enjoyed  under  thdr  charters,  de- 
rived from  the  royal  clemency  and  goodness,  and  the 
justice  and  benevolence  of  their  founder,  they  set  out ; 
and  declared  themselves  sufficiently  anunated  by  their 
examines  to  pursue  faithfully  the  same  path,  whidi  they 
had  trod  before  th^o. 

Having  then  glanced  at  the  govemor^s  evasion  of 
his  promise  concemmg  his  proprietary  mstructionsv  and 
the  papa*s  which  had  passed  between  the  pvq)rietaries 
and  the  assembly,  as  the  ground  of  their  proceedings, 
they  mserted  the  unanimous  resohitioiis  they  had  come 
to,  which  were  as  foUow,  viz. 

^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  late 
governor,  who  was,  we  presume,  as  much  bound  by 
the  additional  instructicii  to  Cobnel  Thomas,  in  1740, 
as  our  present  governor  is  or  can  be,  has  dearly  ad- 
mitted in  his  reasonings  with  our  last  assembly,  *  that 
it  was  an  absurdity  too  faring  to  suppose,  that  any 
government  would  voluntarily  tie  up  the  hands  of  its 
subjects  from  serving  it  by  such  means  as  they  are 
able,  in  cases  of  great  emergency;'  and  that  Cdond 
Thcxnas,  m  passing  the  act  for  granting  five  thousand 
pounds  for  the  King's  use,  in  the  year  1746,  by  ex- 
tendmg  the  excise  act  for  ten  year^  was  so  far  from 
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cutting  contrary  to  the  instruction  he  had  received  fi^m 
the  Lords  Justices  in  1740,  that  the  very  contrary  was 
evident;'  and,  that  the  said  instruction  was  not  bmd- 
ing  upon  him  from  passing  a  bill  in  cases  dl  great 
emeiigency,  of  the  same  tenor  with  oiu*  bill  for  grant-^ 
faig  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the  Kmg's  use,  which 
our  governor  has  now  been  pleased  to  refuse  his  assent 
to. 

^That  it  is  the  opmion  of  this  House,  that  the  gov- 
ernor is  undoubtedly  bound  by  proprietary  instructions, 
and  that  they  may  be,  and  we  believe  they  really  are, 
or  some  of  them  are,  such  as,  independent  of  the  ro}ral 
bstruction,  limit  or  restrain  him  from  passmg  acts,  which, 
by  the  royal  and  provincial  chart^^  we  have  an  un^ 
doubted  right  to  offer,  and  which  he  has,  or  ought  to 
have,  full  powers  to  give  his  assent  tc^  as  governor  of 
this  province. 

^  That  it  is  the  opmion  d*  this  House,  that  these 
proprietary  instructicms,  or  some  one  or  mCMre  of  them, 
is,  or  are,  the  prindpal,  if  not  the  sole,  obstruction  to 
the  pasftng  oar  bill  for  granting  twenty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  King's  use,  in  this  time  of  imminent  danger  to 
the  British  interest  in  North  America."  Adding,  <^May 
it  please  the  governor,  these  resolutions,  which  are 
forced  from  us,  we  have  entered  into  with  the  utmost 
peluctancy ;  and,  in  support  of  them,  or  any  other  part 
of  our  present  conduct,  we  conceive  it  our  indispen- 
sable duty  to  conduct  ourselves  precisely  within  the 
bounds  (k  smcerity  and  sober  reason,  and  to  avoid 
every  thing  that  is  not  in  our  opinion  necessary  to  our 
own  just  vmdication." 

Yet  more  to  manifest  their  ingenuity,  they  declared, 
in  the  next  place,  their  readiness  to  retract  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  these  resolves,  on  bemg  convinceci  by 
a  sight  of  the  governor's  proprietary  instructions,  which 
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it  was  stin  in  his  power  to  communicate,  tliat  they  had 
entertabed  a  wrong  ojHnion  of  them ;  but  then,  till  that 
should  be  the  case,  they  presumed  the  goyemor  himsdf 
could  not  but  allow,  that  they  had  good  reason  to  say, 
they  were  under  a  necessity  of  making  their  humble 
application  to  the  crown  in  support  of  their  civil  and 
religious  liberties ;  and  to  think,  as  it  was  most  natural 
they  should,  that,  if  this  could  have  been  done,  it 
would  have  been  done ;  as  also,  that  the  governor,  at 
their  request,  would  have  concurred  with  them  in  an 
address  to  the  proprietaries  in  support  of  their  chartei^ 
as  it  regarded  the  royal  mstructions  only ;  and  that,  on 
the  contraiy,  as  circumstances  were,  their  apprehenaons 
of  the  proprietaiy  instructions,  and  the  operation  of 
them  in  defeating  the  bill  by  which  they  proposed  to 
demonstrate  their  readiness  and  cheerfulness  in  answa*- 
ing  all  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  crown,  could 
not  but  be  well  grounded ;  so  that  it  was  with  extreme 
concern  they  found  their  governor,  who  was,  ot  ought 
to  be,  set  over  them  for  their  protection,  endeavouring 
to  represent  them  in  a  light  they  detested  and  ab- 
horred. 

*^  The  governor  is  but  in  the  beginning  of  his  ad- 
mmistration,"  said  they ;  *'and  i^  when  he  received  the 
proprietaries'  commission,  he  was,  ^  m  a  great  measure, 
a  stranger  to  our  constitution,'  we  apprehend  he  stiH 
continues  a  stranger,  not  only  to  our  constitution,  but 
to  the  inhabitants,  if  he  does  not  certainly  know,  that 
the  King  has  not  a  more  loyal  people  among  all  his 
subjects,  than  the  inhabitants  are,  and  have  ever  been, 
since  the  first  setdement  of  this  province ;  nevertheless 
they  are  convinced  they  ought  not  to  be  governed  by 
proprietary  instructions  in  opposition  to  their  charto', 
whrbh  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  foundation  and  sanction 
of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties;  and  especiaUy  if 
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these  instnictioiis  must  be  secreted  frcnn  them^  and  by 
that  means  the  whole  country  left  without  any  known 
rule  of  their  conduct  And  it  surprises  us  extremely, 
that  a  request  of  this  House,  respectfuUy  addressed  to 
the  governor,  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  befom 
us  those  instructions,  or  such  part  of  them  as  might 
relate  to  the  immediate  service  of  the  crown,  and  to 
the  preservation  of  this  his  Majesty's  colony,  in  order 
that  we  might  examine  how  far  they  interfered  with 
that  allegiance  the  proprietaries  themselves,  and  all  of 
US)  owe  to  the  crown,  or  with  the  privOeges  granted 
by  our  charters,  should  be  represented  by  our  governor 
as  an  act,  that  *  might  have  a  tendency  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  people  of  this  province  from  his  Maj^ 
esty's  person  and  government,  and  thereby  gready  ob- 
struct the  measures  he  is  taking  at  a  vast  expense, 
fcr  the  preservation  and  protection  of  his  subjects  upon 
this  continent'  That  thus  contending  for  the  rights 
granted  us  by  the  royal  charter,  which  is  the  known 
role  of  our  conduct^  should  have  a  tendency  of  that 
kind,  under  a  King  who  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  declare,  ^  that  nothing  in  this  world  can  give  him  so 
much  pleasure  as  to  see  his  subjects  a  flourishing  and 
happy  people,'  is  so  foreign  from  our  thoughts,  and 
we  trust  will  be  so  foreign  to  every  impartial  construe-^ 
tion,  that  we  may  safely  leave  it  without  any  furth^ 
remarks  of  our  own*  But,  if  it  should  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  bemg 
bound  by  private  proprietary  instructions,  the  blame  is 
not  with  us,  who  have  never  been  consulted  upon 
them;  and,  if  we  had  been  consulted,  should  have 
thought  ourselves  obliged  to  declare,  that  we  have  a 
great  dislike  to  proprietary  instructions,  and  that,  so 
far  as  they  are  against  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
or  an  infringement  of  our  charter,  they  are  illegal  and 
Toid  in  themselves," 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


310  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS. 

They  then  cite  Sir  William  Keith's  decbrations  con- 
cerning proprietaiy  instructions  before  inserted;  and 
at  the  same  time  intimate,  that  he  was  the  first  gov- 
ernor who  gave  bond  for  the  performance  of  them. 
In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  proprietary  instructions 
which  the  governor  had  so  cheerfully  laid  before  them 
concerning  a  militia,  &c,  they  begged  leave  to  say, 
^  that,  as  it  requires  mcmey  to  be  levied  upon  the  peo- 
ple for  providing  arms  and  stores  of  war,  and  building 
magazmes,  we  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  time  enough 
to  deliberate  upon  it,  when  we  are  informed  how  &r 
he  is  at  liberty  by  his  mstructions  to  pass  our  bills; 
and  whether  himself^  or  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, are  the  proper  judges  of  the  manner  of  raising 
such  moneys.  And,  when  these  our  civil  and  religious 
rights  are  secured,  we  cannot  doubt  all  will  rise  up  as 
one  man  in  behalf  of  our  King,  our  country,  and  our 
charters,  aconxlmg  to  our  several  stations  and  abilities.^ 

Coming  then  to  the  governor's  state  of  their  reve- 
nue, they  show  he  was  as  much  a  stranger  to  that  as 
to  the  people  and  the  constitution ;  and  that,  instead  of 
having  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in  Bank, 
they  could  not  have  above  seven  thousand  pounds; 
as  also  that,  what  with  the  very  large  sums  tibey  had 
paid  for  the  suppcnt  of  government,  and  (or  Indian  and 
other  expenses,  their  treasury  and  loan-office  were 
almost  quite  exhausted.  After  which  they  proceed  as 
follows ;  ^'  But,  admitting  the  governor's  computation  in 
all  its  extent,  if  twenty  thousand  pounds,  as  he  is 
{leased  to  inform  us,  will  go  but  a  very.litde  way  to 
raise  and  maintam  such  troops  as  he  may  think  neces- 
sary, and  without  which  we  had  better,  m  his  opinion, 
do  nothing  at  all,  how  can  the  inconsiderable  sum  we 
have  any  power  over,  answer  his  demands,  though  we 
should  rum  the  persons  now  outstanding  in  our  loan- 
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office,  by  the  immediate  sale  of  their  lands  ?  We  are 
unwilling  to  make  any  further  remarks  on  this  head, 
which  has,  we  find,  been  heretofore  insisted  upon  by 
our  late  governor,  but  carries  with  it,  a^  we  conceive, 
such  appearances  of  severity,  without  answering  any 
good  purpose,  that  we  think  it  our  indispensable  duty 
to  oppose  it,  as  far  as  in  justice  we  may ;  and  now 
more  especially,  when  we  have  ofiered  a  bill  which 
would  raise  a  generous  sum  of  money  immediately, 
for  the  use  of  the  crown,  in  a  manner  that  would  be 
most  easy  and  most  agreeable  to  us  alL  Whilst  we 
are  upon  this  article,  as  the  governor  must  be  in  a 
great  measure  a  stranger  to  our  accounts,  we  take  the 
liberty  to  remark,  that  the  proprietary  patents  make, 
as  we  are  informed  by  the  trustees,  near  one  half  of 
the  mortgages  now  outstanding.  These,  after  pajdng 
for  their  lands  out  of  the  money  borrowed  from  the 
province,  are  to  improve  them  with  the  remainder,  if 
any ;  and,  as  they  must  have  shelter  for  themselves  at 
feast,  however  mean,  and  some  land  cleared  for  their 
subsistence,  it  necessarily  puts  them  in  arrears,  let  them 
be  ever  so  honest  and  industrious ;  whilst  the  purchases 
of  such  their  lands  are  constandy  complied  with  on 
granting  the  patents,  the  bulk  of  which,  we  presume, 
may  have  been  remitted  to  Great  Britain,  and  makes 
a  very  sensible  diminution  of  the  silver  and  gold  cur- 
rent among  us ;  so  that  all  ranks  of  people,  however 
flourishing -the  governor  may  be  pleased  to  represent 
us,  complain  justiy  for  want  of  a  due  medium  to  carry 
on  our  trade..  But,  as  this  inquiry  is  not  immediately 
before  us,  we  shall  at  present  leave  it,  and  proceed  to 
inform  the  governor  yet  farther,  that  his  computation 
of  our  annusJ  income  is  also  too  high ;  for,  as  our  ex- 
cise, canmmnibus  cmms^  yields  about  three  thousand 
pounds  (out  of  which  five  hundred  pounds  are  yeariy 
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applied  towards  sinking  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds,  heretofore  granted  to  the  King's  use),  the  in- 
terest payable  mto  the  loan-*office  is  much  about  the 
same  sum;  and  his  error  in  the  last  article,  we  pre- 
sume, might  arise  upon  a  supposal,  that  our  whole 
principal  sum  of  eighty  thousand  pounds  was  always 
yielding  an  interest ;  but  this  has  ever  been  found  im- 
p»*acticable,  as  considerable  sums  must  be  continually 
changmg  hands,  by  virtue  of  our  reemitting  acts.  Be- 
sides which,  the  province  has,  out  of  that  principal 
sum,  lent  considerable  parts  of  it  without  yielding  any 
interest  at  all ;  and  particularly  a  debt  from  the  ci^  of 
Philadelphia,  still  due  upon  the  first  and  second  thirty 
thousand  pounds'  acts,  long  since  expired.  And,  until 
that  is  in  our  hands,  it  would  be  unjust  to  compute  an 
interest  arising  trom  it,  or  upbraid  us  with  it,  as  money 
which  ought  to  have  been  m  our  hands  by  law,  whilst 
some  may  thbk  we  have  no  power  to  sue  fen*  it  by 
the  laws  in  being.'' 

Again;  concerning  the  royal  instructions,  or  act  of 
Queen  Anne,  said  to  have  been  shamefully  slighted 
and  disregarded  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  provinces, 
they  argued  thus;  ^The  neighbouring  provinces  must 
answer  for  themselves ;  but,  so  far  as  regards  this  cd- 
ony,  we  find,  by  the  votes  of  the  House,  that,  whilst 
Colonel  Thomas  had  the  act  before  him  for  emitting 
and  reSmitting  eighty  thousand  pounds,  this  very  act 
of  the  sixth  of  Queen  Anne  was  considered,  debated* 
and  so  fully  explamed,  that,  although  exchange  was 
then  higher  than  at  this  time,  he  (who  was  undoubt- 
edly under  the  same  oaths  and  bonds  to  obs^re  the 
acts  of  tuade  with  our  present  governor)  after  mature 
deliberation,  gave  his  assent  to  that  act  on  the  19th  of 
May,  1739;  which,  afler  having  been  recommended 
by  the  merchants  m  England  trading  to  this  province^ 
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as  ^an  act  not  only  reasonable,  but  likewise  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  this  country/  the 
King  was  pleased  to  confirm  it  in  a  full  council  on  the 
1 2th  of  May  followmg.  What  then  the  governor  does 
or  can  mean,  by  saying,  we  know  that  this  province 
has  shamefully  slighted  a  royal  instruction,  intended  to 
enforce  an  act  of  the  sixth  of  Queen  Anne,  is  what 
we  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  imagine;  neither  can  we 
conceive  any  good  reason  why  our  governor  should 
choose  to  call  our  bill  for  granting  twenty  thousand 
pounds  for  the  Emg's  use,  a  bill  for  striking  forty  thou- 
sand pounds,  without  any  further  explanation,  though 
that  bill  had  been  repeatedly  under  his  consideration. 
It  would  be,  perhaps,  too  unkind  to  suppose,  as  the 
bin  itself  and  the  contents  of  it  would  in  cdl  probability 
be  unknown  to  our  superiors,  further  than  the  grant 
to  the  crown,  he  could  have  the  least  intention  to  mis- 
represent the  purport  of  it,  and  for  this  reason  we 
leave  it  entirely  to  his  own  reflection.  The  tide  of 
that  bill  is,  *  An  act  for  striking  forty  thousand  pounds 
in  bills  of  credit,  and  for  granting  twenty  thousand 
pounds  thereof  to  the  Kmg's  use,  and  to  provide  a 
fund  for  smking  the  same;  and  for  applying  the  re- 
mamder  to  the  exchange  of  torn  and  ragged  bills  now 
current  in  this  province ; '  and  the  governor  well  knows, 
it  adds  no  more  to  our  paper  currency  than  the  very 
twenty  thousand  pounds  granted  the  King,  and  even 
that  struck  for  no  other  reason  than  to  answer  the 
immediate  call  of  the  crown,  and  to  make  the  grant 
effectual." 

In  answer  to  the  governor's  assertion,  that  the  French 
were  already  in  possession  of  part  of  their  province, 
they  Distance  the  language  constantly  used  here  at 
home,  to  wit;  that  the  French  had  invaded  his  Maj- 
esty's territories  in  Virginia ;  as  also  a  map  then  lying 
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before  them,  founded  on  authorities  suf^Iied  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  their  own  proprietaries,  wherein 
every  fort  built  by  the  French  is  placed  beyond  the 
western  boundaries  of  Pennsylvania;  and  they  agam 
took  refuge  behind  the  cautions  so  minutely  expressed 
and  strongly  msisted  upon,  in  the  first  letter  from  the 
secretary's  office,  urging,  that  while  the  two  crowns 
were  still  m  a  state  of  amity,  it  could  answer  no  good 
purpose  to  contravene  them ;  and  that,  the  Kmg  him- 
self having  most  graciously  interposed,  it  would  be 
more  prudent  and  becoming  to  consider  him  as  the 
most  proper  judge  of  the  limits  of  his  own  dominions. 

In  the  next  section  they  dispute  the  probability  and 
almost  the  possibility  of  the  arrival  of  such  a  body  as 
six  thousand  of  the  best  troops  of  France  at  the  Iowa* 
fort  upon  the  Ohio,  as  asserted  by  the  governor;  insm- 
uate,  that  such  accounts  would  have  deserved  more 
credit,  if  they  had  been  transmitted  from  Oswego,  near 
which  they  must  have  necessarily  passed,  and  from 
whence  very  minute  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
passage  of  those  fc»t:es,  which  first  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  enemy's  strength  upon  the  Ohio ;  and  leave  the 
fact  to  rest  upon  its  own  evidence. 

After  this  referring  to  their  dispute  with  Governor 
Hamilton,  and  the  information  they  gave  him  of  an 
instruction  from  the  crown,  not  to  pass  any  private  act, 
or  act  of  privilege  to  any  mdividual,  vrithout  a  sus- 
pendmg  clause,  which  had  never  been  enforced  by  the 
proprietaries  or  observed  by  any  governor,  they  plead 
a  necessity  of  informing  the  governor,  though  with 
great  reluctance,  "That  in  the  year  1736,  Governor 
Gordon  passed  an  act  for  vesting  more  effectually  cer^ 
tain  lands  m.  George  M'Call,  m  direct  contradiction  to 
that  instruction,  without  the  least  mention  of  a  sus- 
pending clause." 
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And  with  an  elevation  of  sentiment^  style,  and  man- 
ner, seldom  seen  in  public  papers,  they  finish  their 
reply  as  follows; 

*<As  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  assembly  was 
then  acquamted  with  that  mstruction,  and  as  the  bill 
particulaiiy  related  to  our  honorable  proprietaries,  our 
last  assembly,  notwithstanding  the  indiscreet  call  upon 
them,  contented  themselves,  Gram  motives  of  prudence 
and  moderation,  with  barely  pointing  out  this  transac- 
tion, in  hopes  our  honorable  proprietaries  would  see 
themselves  at  least  equally  concerned  with  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  both  in  fact  and  right,  and  thereby 
might  be  induced  to  join  cordially  with  the  people  of 
this  province  m  vindicating  our  charter  from  the  con- 
tinual infraction  of  such  instructions ;  which,  if  they 
must  operate  in  the  manner  the  governor  is  pleased  to 
contend  for,  and  our  proprietary  instructions  must  be 
bindmg  upon  us  also^  the  rights  derived  to  us  by  the 
royal  charter  is  a  name  only,  whilst  the  rety  essence 
of  it  is  effectually  destroyed ;  under  the  sanction  of 
which  charter  a  sober,  industrious  people,  without  any 
charge  to  the  crown  or  the  proprietary,  first  settied  this 
wilderness,  and,  by  their  fiiigality  and  the  equity  of 
their  laws,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flourishmg  colony, 
which  afready,  within  the  ordmary  life  of  a  man,  has 
made  a  considerable  addition  to  the  dominions  of  the 
crown  by  an  increase  of  dutiful  and  loyal 'subjects, 
and  bears  no  mean  rank  m  contributing  to  the  wealth 
and  trade  of  our  mother  country. 

"  Whether  the  above  act  for  granting  five  thousand 
pounds  for  the  King's  use,  or  the  act  for  vesting  lands 
in  George  M'Call,  were  ever  sent  home  for  the  royal 
approbation,  very  littie  concerns  us ;  as  we  presume  the 
transmittmg  our  acts  is  the  immediate  duty  of  our  pro- 
prietaries or  their  lieutenants,  in  pursuance  of  the  royal 
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chaptei^  wbich  we  look  upon  as  the  anterior  sdemn 
royal  mstructioii,  fcH*  the  rde  of  their  ccmduct^  as  well 
as  of  our  own. 

"  Upon  the  whde,  from  what  we  have  said,  we  pre- 
sume it  evidently  appears,  that  proprietary  instructions 
and  restrictions  upon  their  governOTS,  as  they  have 
occasionally  been  made  a  part  of  the  public  records  at 
different  times,  have  been  judged  and  resdved  by  our 
governs,  council,  and  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
ei&er, 

"  I.  Inccmsistent  with  the  legal  prerogative  of  the 
crown  settled  by  act  of  Parliament. 

"2,  Or  a  positive  breach  of  the  charter  of  privi- 
leges t^  the  people. 

^3.  Or  absurd  m  their  conclusions,,  and  therefore 
ifiaprac^cable. 

"4.  Or  void  in  themselves.    Therefore, 

*  Whoever  the  governor  shaH  be  pleased  to  lay 
his  prc^rietary  mstructions  before  us  for  our  examina- 
tion, and  tf  then  they  should  appear  to  be  of  the  same 
kind  as  heretofore,  his  good  judgmrat  should  lead  him 
to  ccmclude,^  that  such  'considerations  in  life'  as  our 
allegiance  to  the  crown,  or  the  immediate  safety  of  the 
colony,  &C.,  are  sufficient  inducements  for  him  to  dis- 
obey them,  notwithstandmg  any  penal  bonds  to  the 
contrary,  we  shall  cheerfully  continue  to  grant  such 
forther  sums  of  money  for  the  King's  use,  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  may  bear,  and  in  a  manner 
we  judge  least  burthensome  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
province." 

Lastly,  that  they  might  be  able  to  set  all  imputation 
and  misrepresentation  whatsoever  at  defiance,  they  ap- 
plied thes^lres  to  find  out  some  expedient  by  which 
the  service  recommended  to  them  by  the  crown  might 
be  promoted  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  even  without  the 
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concurrence  of  the  govemw.  In  order  to  which,  hav- 
mg  thoroughly  weighed  the  contents  of  Sir  Thomas 
Robinson's  last  letter,  and  the  state  of  the  provincial 
treasury,  in  which  there  were  scarce  five  hundred  pounds 
remaining,  they  unanimously  resolved  to  raise  five  thou- 
sand pounds  on  the  credit  of  the  province  for  the 
acconunodation  of  the  King's  troops;  and  empowered 
certain  members  of  their  own  to  negotiate  the  loan, 
and  allow  such  interest  as  should  be  found  necessary. 

The  controversy,  however,  which  this  new  governor 
had  been  so  ingenious  as  to  work  up  to  such  a  pitch 
m  so  short  a  time,  was,  by  the  continuance  of  the  same 
ingenuity,  to  be  still  continued  as  warm  as  ever. 

Accordingly,  down  came  another  message  fit)m  hun, 
in  which  he  complains  to  the  assembly  of  the  very 
great  obscurity,  unnecessary  repetitions,  and  unmean- 
ing paragraphs  contained  in  their  last  performance ;  and, 
through  the  whole,  manifests  that  spirit  of  perverseness 
which  is  but  too  prevalent  with  most  men  on  the  like 
occasions.  Of  the  maccuracies  before  acknowledged 
in  that  performance  (and  which  are  perhaps  unavoid- 
able in  pieces  drawn  up  from  a  variety  of  suggestions, 
and  subject  to  a  variety  of  alterations  and  additions,) 
be  takes  all  the  advantage  he  can;  and  does  indeed 
foul  the  water,  though  he  cannot  divert  the  current. 

It  would  be  endless  to  wade  through  all  the  minute- 
nesses of  so  tedious  a  contest ;  and  odds  if  the  reader 
did  not  leave  the  writer  m  the  midst  of  it. 

To  be  as  concise  as  possible,  therefore,  his  paper 
is  as  insidk)us  as  that  of  the  assembly  was  candid  and 
open.  He  would  not  allow  that  he  had  promised  them 
a  sight  of  his  instructions  — with  regard  to  their  bill  for 
granting  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King ;  which 
was  so  far  true,  because  he  could  have  none  regard- 
ing that  particular  measure.    He  would  not  allow  that 

AA* 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


318  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

he  had  represented  their  ap^dicaticm  for  those  instmc- 
tions,  as  having  a  tendency  to  alienate  the  affections 
of  the  people  from  the  King;  which  was  also  true, 
because  such  his  refx^esentation  had  been  confined  to 
the  expressicms  they  had  made  use  of  concerning  the 
invasion  of  their  civil  and  religious  liberties;  the  last 
of  which  is  mdeed  no  otherwise  to  be  accounted  for, 
than  by  the  demand  made  upon  them  to  establish  a 
militia,  and  thereby  oblige  those  to  carry  arms  who 
made  it  a  point  of  conscience  to  disavow  resistance  by 
force.  Those  expressions,  he  would  needs  have  it,  had 
the  tendency  he  ascribed  to  them;  because  *^he  very 
well  knew  how  fond  the  people  were  of  their  currency, 
and  how  averse  to  any  restraint  upon  it**  He  endeav- 
oured to  embroil  them  vnth  the  crown  for  having  called 
the  instruction  m  question  an  infraction  of  the  rojral 
charter.  He  reproached  them  both  with  ingratitude 
and  with  mjustice,  for  being  pleased  to  be  angry  with 
their  proprietaries.  In  vindicating  the  affections  of  those 
gentlemen  to  the  province,  he  derived  his  argument 
from  their  interest  in  it;  and  he  is  peremptory,  that, 
mstead  of  entertainmg  designs  to  invade  the  just  rights 
and  priviteges  of  the  inhabitants,  there  was  nothing 
they  so  much  detested  and  abhwred;  he  adhered  to 
the  resolution  he  had  taken,  nevertheless,  not  to  lay 
his  instructions  before  them  at  that  time;  being  sen- 
sible tiiey  were  no  way  necessary,  and  that,  the  assem- 
bly having  already  declared  them  destructive  to  their 
liberties,  they  were  not  in  a  proper  temper  for  the 
c(msideration  of  them.  To  show  he  was  not  restramed 
by  proprietary  instructions  from  passing  bills  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  he  declaim  hunself  ready  to 
pass  a  law  for  establishing  a  militia,  &c.,  and  foe  emit- 
tmg  any  sum  m  paper  money  on  proprietaiy  terms ; 
that  is  to  say,  on  such  funds  as  might  innk  the  same 
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in  five  years.  He  perseveres  in  maintaining^  that  the 
act  of  the  sixth  of  Queen  Anne  had  been  shamefully 
slighted  even  in  their  province ;  because  pieces  of  eight 
were  then,  and  had  been  for  many  years  past,  current 
at  seven  shillings  and  sixpence;  whereas,  according 
to  that  act,  they  should  pass  for  six  shillings  only ;  as 
if  money,  like  all  other  commodities,  would  not  find 
and  fix  its  own  value,  in  spite  of  all  the  precautions 
and  provisions  the  wit  of  man  could  invent  He  also 
maintained,  that,  on  a  reexamination  of  the  provincial 
accounts,  their  revenue  was  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty«one  pounds  per  annum,  clear  of  the 
five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  fcx*  sinking  the  five 
thousand  pounds  formerly  given  for  the  King's  use; 
and  that  the  sums  due,  and  which,  by  the  laws  in 
being,  should  have  been  paid  in  the  September  pre* 
ceding,  amounted  at  least  to  fourteen  thousand  pounds. 
He  averred  they  could  not  but  be  sensible  that  the 
twenty  thousand  pounds  currency  they  proposed  to 
give,  and  called  a  generous  sum,  was  very  insufficient 
to  answer  the  exigence,  and  that  it  was  not  two  pence 
in  the  pound  upon  the  just  and  real  value  of  the  estates 
of  the  province ;  and,  m  short,  he  said  whatsoever  else 
occurred  to  him,  which  could  favor  his  purpose  of  fig- 
uring here  at  home ;  as  if  he  was  in  all  respects  right, 
and  the  assembly  in  all  respects  WTcxig. 

Argumentatively  then,  if  not  historically,  we  have 
now  the  merits  of  the  case  before  us ;  and  may  safely 
pronounce,  that,  if  instructions  may  or  can  be  constru- 
ed into  laws,  instructions  are  then  of  more  value  than 
proclamations,  which  do  not  pretend  to  any  such  au- 
thori^.  That,  though  grants  fi^m  the  crown  are  in 
the  first  mstance  matter  of  grace,  the  subject  may  claim 
the  benefit  of  them  as  matter  of  right  That  when  the 
prerogative  has  once  laid  any  restraint  on  itself,  nothing 
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short  of  a  positive  act  of  forfeiture,  or  act  of  Parliament 
can  authorize  any  species  of  resumption.  That,  if  a 
subsequent  instruction  may  cancel  or  obviate  an  original 
grant,  charters,  under  all  the  sanctions  the  prerogative 
can  give  them,  are  no  better  than  quicksands.  That 
in  the  charter  given  to  William  Penn,  Esquire^  and 
solemnly  accepted  as  the  basis  of  government  by  his 
followers,  there  is  no  reserve  on  the  behalf  of  the 
crown  to  tie  up  the  province  from  making  the  same 
use  of  its  credit,  which  is  the  privilege  of  every  pri- 
vate subject.  That,  notwithstanding  sdl  the  pretended 
sacro-sanctitude  of  an  instruction,  probationary  at  first, 
neither  renewed  or  referred  to,  direcUy  or  indirectiy, 
by  his  Majesty  or  his  ministers  afterwards,  and  virtually 
discharged  by  a  subsequent  act  of  Parliament,  w^hich 
expressly  restrained  some  colonies,  and  consequentiy 
left  the  rest  in  possession  of  their  ancient  liberty,  the 
governor  was  notoriously  ready  to  dispense  with  it  on 
proprietary  terms.  That  the  difference  between  five 
and  ten  years  for  sinking  the  bills,  was  a  pobt  m 
which  the  national  interest  ^ad  no  concern.  That,  if 
the  eastern  colonies,  which  were  those  restrained  by 
the  said  act,  might,  nevertheless,  in  case  of  exigence, 
make  new  issues  of  paper  money,  those  unrestrained 
might  surely  do  the  same  in  the  like  case,  on  such 
terms,  and  after  such  a  mode,  as  appeared  most  reason- 
able to  themselves.  That,  according  to  all  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  governor  to  the  assembly,  if  true,  the 
fate  of  the  provmce,  if  not  of  the  public,  depended  on 
their  giving  a  supply.  That,  consequentiy,  no  exigency 
could  be  more  pressing  than  the  present,  nor  emis- 
sion of  paper  money  better  warranted.  And  that  he 
could,  nevertheless,  leave  the  province  exposed  to  all 
the  calamitieis,  which  that  exigence  could  possibly  bring 
upon  it,  or  upon  the  service  in  general,  rather  than 
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give  up  one  proprietary  item;  whereas  the  difficulty 
imposed  upon  the  people  manifesdy  was  either  to  be 
a  prey  to  their  invaders,  or  give  up  every  privilege  that 
made  their  country  worth  defending;  which  shows,  in 
the  fullest,  clearest,  and  most  unanswerable  manner, 
that  all  proprietary  interposition  between  the  sovereign 
and  subject  is  alike  injurious  to  both,  and  that  the 
solecism  of  an  tmjomum  in  imperio  could  hardly  be 
more  emphatically  illustrated. 


VOL.  III.  41 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

The  Awembly  make  their  Appeal  to  the  Crown.  The  Governoi'e  ez- 
poatulatory  Meeaage  thereon.  He  demands  a  Copy  of  their  Minotea ; 
they  order  him  one  when  the  printed  Copies  were  Jinishedy  and  adjourn. 
Upon  Braddock's  Arrival  in  Virginia,  they  are  re-assembled  by  special 
Summons ;  the  Demands  made  by  Message  on  that  Occasion.  Twenty- 
five  Thousand  Pounds  granted  to  the  King's  Use,  to  be  raised  by  an 
Emission  of  Paper  Bills.  Refused  by  the  Grovemor,  on  the  old  Pre- 
tence of  a  contrary  Instmction.  A  Provision  demanded  for  the  Ex- 
pense of  an  Indian  Treaty.  A  Memorial  to  the  Assembly  from  Mr. 
C^uincy,  a  Conunissioner  from  the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 
The  Assembly  resolves  to  raise  the  said  sum  on  the  Credit  of  the 
Province.  Another  Paper  of  Acknowledgment  firom  the  said  Mr. 
Quincy.  The  Governor  revives  the  former  Controversy.  The  As- 
sembly's'spirited  Answer  to  his  Me/ssage.    A  Remark  thereon. 

To  the  crown  under  this  diflSculty  the  assembly  now 
thought  it  high  time  to  make  their  appeal,  in  humble 
confidence,  that  a  fair  and  modest  state  of  their  case 
would  recommend  them  to  the  royal  protection,  and 
screen  them  fiK)m  the  malignity  of  their  adversaries. 

That  the  governor,  however,  might  not,  in  the  mean 
time,  remain  ignorant  of  their  sentiments,  they  made 
another  application  to  him  by  message ;  in  which  they 
apprized  him  of  what  they  had  done,  and  of  their  join- 
ing issue  with  him  in  submitting  their  cause  to  his  Maj- 
esty'fi  decision;  as  also,  of  their  inclination  to  adjourn 
till  May,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  private  affairs,  to 
relieve  the  province  from  the  expense  they  sat  at,  and 
suspend  the  uneasiness  which  a  contest,  like  to  be 
endless,  and  in  which  they  were  treated  with  so  litde 
decency,  had  given  to  them.  And  havmg  thus,  as  they 
observed,  reduced  what  immediately  concerned  them 
within  a  narrow  compass,  they  first  declare  it  was  hard 
for  them  to  conjecture  how  the  governor  came  by  his 
knowledge  of  die  people's  fondness  of  their  currency 
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and  aversion  to  restndnts  on  that  head;  seeing  they 
had  not  petitioned  for  any  mcrease  of  it,  nor  the  assem- 
bly offered  any  such  bill  during  his  administration, 
except  that  which  comprehended  the  sum  given  for 
the  King's  use,  and  that  only  as  the  best  method  they 
could  devise  for  making  the  grant  effectual  On  the 
behalf  of  the  late  assemblies  they  next  msinuate,  that, 
when  they,  did  offer  such  bills,  they  were  but  for  a 
very  moderate  sum,  founded  on  minute  calculations  of 
their  trade,  and  guarded  against  the  danger  of  de- 
preciation by  such  securities  as  long  experience  had 
shown  to  be  effectual.  Proceeding  then  to  the  gov- 
ernor's re-assertion  concerning  the  shameful  slights  put 
on  the  money-act  of  Queen  Anne,  they  appeal  to  the 
testimony  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  favor  of  their  own 
as  a  reasonable  act,  and  the  royal  sanction  given 
thereto,  by  which  it  is  declared,  that  their  provincial 
bills  of  credit  are  lawful  money  of  America,  according 
to  the  ssdd  act  of  Queen  Anne ;  as  also  to  the  course 
of  exchange  ever  smce,  as  a  full  confutation  of  his 
charge.  They  further  pl^ad  a  necessity  to  differ  from 
him  in  his  state  of  the  public  money ;  assure  him  the 
computations  he  relied  upon  were  made  without  skill, 
or  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  their  laws ;  adhere  to  the 
justice  and  rectitude  of  their  own  state ;  maintain,  that, 
by  the  laws  in  being,  seven  thousand  pounds  was  the 
most  they  had  power  over,  which  sum,  since  their  last 
settlement,  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  very 
heavy  charges  of  government ;  and,  having  recapitulat- 
ed what  the  governor  had  been  pleased  to  say  con- 
cemmg  the  insufficience  of  their  grant,  ice,  conclude 
m  the  following  spirited  manner; 

**  What  the  governor  may  think  sufficient  is  as  much 
a  mystery  to  us,  as  he  may  apprehend  his  proprietary 
instructions  are ;  but,  we  presume,  it  may  be  sufficient 
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for  all  the  purposes  in  Sir  Thomas  Robinson's  last 
letter,  and  as  much  or  more,  than  we  think  can  be 
reasonably  expected  from  us.  How  the  governor  be- 
came so  suddenly  acquainted  with  the  real  value  of 
our  estates  is  not  easy  to  conceive ;  but  we  know  from 
long  experience,  having  many  of  us  received  our  birth 
in  this  province,  that  the  inhabitants  are  not  generally 
wealthy  or  rich,  though  we  believe  them  to  be,  in  Che 
mam,  frugal  and  industrious ;  yet  it  is  evident  that  their 
lands  are  greatly  encumbered  with  their  debts  to  the 
public.  From  these  considerations,  we  are  obliged  to 
think  the  governor's  estimation  of  our  wealth  is  un- 
doubtedly too  high,  unless  he  includes  the  value  of 
the  proprietary  lands ;  for,  by  the  report  of  a  committee 
of  assembly  in  August,  1762,  it  appears,  that  the  tax^ 
ables  of  this  province  did  not  exceed  twenty-two  thou- 
sand ;  and  the  grant  we  have  offered  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds,  from  the  best  calculations  we  can  make, 
doth  at  least  amount  to  five  times  jthe  sum  that  hath 
ever  been  rsused  by  a  two-penny  tax  through  this 
province.  As  we  thmk  the  governor  cannot  be  a  com- 
petent judge  of  the  real  value  of  our  estates,  in  this 
little  time  of  his  administration,  and  as  we  have  now 
submitted  oiu*  cause  to  higher  determination,  we  con- 
ceive ourselves  less  concerned  in  his  computations  of 
our  estates,  whatever  they  may  be. 

"The  governor  is  pleased  to  mform  us,  *That  the 
proprietaries  are  too  neariy  interested  m  the  prosperity 
of  this  country  to  do  any  thing  to  its  prejudice ;  and  he 
should  have  imagmed  that  the  people  could  not  now 
stand  in  need  of  any  proofs  of  the  proprietary  affec- 
tion, or  suspect  them  of  having  any  designs  to  invade 
their  just  rights  and  privileges,  which,  he  is  confident, 
they  detest  and  abhor.'  We  cannot  suppose  the  gov- 
ernor would  mean  they   detest  and  abhor  our  just 
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rights  and  privileges;  and  yet  we  are  convinced  the 
clause  in  their  commission  to  him,  their  lieutenant, 
whereby  they  empower  him  to  act  as  fully  and  amply 
to  all  intents,  constructions,  and  purposes,  as  they  them- 
selves might  or  could  do,  were  they  personally  present, 
*  You,  (our  governor)  following  and  observing  such  or- 
ders, instructions,  and  directions,  as  you  now  have,  or 
hereafter  from  time  to  time  shall  receive  from  us,  or 
our  heirs,'  is  not  only  repugnant  to  our  just  rights  and 
privileges,  but  impracticable,  against  common  sense, 
against  law,  and  void  in  itself;  and  yet,  if  the  gov- 
ernor should  think  his  hands  are  so  tied  up  by  these 
instructions,  that  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  act  for  the 
public  good,  we  must  conclude  they  are  of  dangerous 
consequence  at  all  times,  and  particularly  in  this  time 
of  imminent  danger,  not  only  to  ourselves,  but  to  the 
British  interest  m  North  America/' 

To  this  message  the  governor  returned  a  short  an- 
swer in  these  words; 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  your  proposal  to  ad- 
journ till  May,  as  you  have  made  no  provision  far  the 
defence  of  the  province,  or  granted  the  supplies  expect- 
ed by  the  crown,  and  recommended  by  the  secretary 
erf  state's  letters ;  I  must,  therefore,  object  to  the  pro- 
posed adjournment  while  things  remain  in  this  situation, 
and  hope  you  will,  in  consideration  of  the  danger  to 
which  your  country  stands  exposed,  continue  sitting 
till  you  have  granted  the  supplies  to  the  crown,  and 
effectually  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  people  you 
represent  But  if  you  are  determined  to  rise  at  this 
time  without  doing  any  thing,  remember  it  is  your  own 
act,  and  all  the  fatal  consequences  that  may  attend 
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your  leaving  the  province  in  this  defenceless  state  must 
lie  at  your  doors/' 

The  House  in  return  unanimously  resolved,  ''That 
the  governor  has  been  respectfully  and  repeatedly  soli- 
cited by  this  House  to  pass  a  bill  presented  to  him 
for  granting  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's 
use,  which,  m  our  opmion,  would  have  answered  the 
expectations  of  the  crown  from  this  province,  as  sig- 
nified by  the  secretary  of  state's  letters,  had  the  gov- 
ernor been  pleased  to  have  given  it  his  assent ;  there- 
fore, whatever  ill  consequences  ensue  from  supplies  not 
having  been  granted  at  this  critical  juncture  must  lie 
at  his  door." 

The  governor,  by  his  secretary,  demanded  a  copy 
of  their  minutes.  The  House  ordered  the  minutes 
both  of  this  and  their  last  session  to  be  printed,  and 
that  a  copy  finished  should  be  delivered  to  the  gov- 
ernor; and,  having  then  resolved  to  adhere  to  their 
adjournment,  adjourned  accordingly. 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  however,  the  govemOT 
thought  fit  to  reassemble  them,  and  assigned  the  arri- 
val of  General  Braddock,  the  necessity  of  considering 
what  he  had  to  propose  without  delay,  and  making 
the  provisions  expected  by  his  Majesty  for  the  service 
in  time,  as  his  reasons  for  so  domg.  In  the  same 
message  he  also  acquainted  them,  ''  That  he  had  issu- 
ed a  commission  to  a  number  of  men  acquainted  with 
the  country,  to  form  a  plan  of  openmg  roads  from  the 
inhabited  parts  of  the  province  westward  towards  the 
Ohio,  at  the  requisition  of  Sir  John  St  Clair,  quarter- 
roaster-general,  to  facilitate  the  march  of  the  troops, 
conveyance  oS  provisions,  &c.,  and  also  to  prepare  an 
estimate  of  the  expense,  which  he  called  upon  them 
to  provide  for;  also,  to  be  enabled  to  take  such  a  part 
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in  the  measures  proposed  by  the  eastern  governments 
for  the  mamtenance  of  his  Majesty's  just  rights,  &c., 
as  became  the  honor  and  interest  of  a  province  cir- 
cumstanced like  theirs.  Having  then  premised,  that  it 
was  said,  the  large  supply  of  provisions  furnished  to 
the  French  from  these  colonies,  not  Pennsylvania  m 
particular,  which  he  acknowledged  had  little  concern 
in  that  unnatural  trade,  had  enabled  the  enemy  to  sup- 
port their  forces  m  America,  he  informed  them,  he  had 
given  the  officers  of  the  customs  preventive  orders  in 
relation  thereto;  and  added,  that  he  made  no  doubt 
of  their  joining  with  him  in  a  law  to  make  those  orders 
more  effectual.  The  desire  of  the  eastern  governments, 
that  Pennsylvania  would  join  with  them  in  their  oper- 
ations to  frustrate  the  schemes  of  the  French,  made 
his  next  topic;  and  he  grafted  a  hope  ppon  it,  that 
they  would  enable  him  to  take  such  part  as  became 
the  honor  and  mterest  of  a  province  circumstanced  like 
theirs.  The  establishment  of  a  post  between  Phila- 
delphia and  a  place  called  Winchester,  at  the  desire 
of  General  Braddock,  was  what  he  recommended  next ; 
and  that  again  was  followed  by  another  desire  of  the 
same  generaPs,  that  the  quotas  for  the  common  fund 
of  the  several  provinces,  recommended  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  might  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  a  treas- 
urer, subject  to  his  demands,  in  order  to  expedite 
busmess ;  and,  the  general  being  perfectly  disinterested, 
as  also  willing  to  account  for  his  disbursements,  he 
hoped  they  would  put  it  in  his  power  to  return  him  a 
satisfactory  answer;  and  for  a  conclusion  he  recom- 
mended vigor,  unanimity,  and  despatch,  that  the  happy 
opportimity  put  into  the  hands  of  the  colonies  by  his 
Majesty's  paternal  care,  &c.,  might  not  be  lost." 

That  there  was  no  retrospect  in  this  message  was 
some  recommendation  of  it ;  but  the  merit  of  this  for- 
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bearance  lasted  no  longer  than  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
very  same  day,  when  the  House  was  artfully  perplexed 
with  two  messages  more,  which  could  not  but  revive 
the  memory  of  past  dissensions,  and  consequendy  the 
ill  humor  they  had  produced.  The  first  contained  a 
reprimand  for  their  having  printed  Sir  Thomas  Robm- 
son's  letters,  communicated  to  them  widiout  his,  the  gov- 
ernor's, privilege  or  consent,  and  a  caution  against  the 
publication  of  them ;  and  an  intimation,  that,  though  he 
had  letters  and  other  papers  relating  to  his  Majesty's 
service  to  communicate  to  them,  he  did  not  think  it 
safe  to  do  it,  without  proper  assurances  that  the  con- 
tents should  remain  a  secret.  The  second  being  nearly 
as  short,  and  rather  more  extraordinary,  shall  be  given 
in  his  own  words; 

"  Gentlemen, 

**0n  the  10th  of  January  last,  I  demanded  by  the 
secretary  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings, 
which  you  promised  to  send  me;  but,  not  receiving 
them,  I  did,  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  by  lettei 
to  the  speaker,  again  demand  them,  and  have  fre- 
quently by  the  secretary  reiterated  my  request,  but 
could  not  obtain  a  sight  of  them  till  the  12th  instant, 
above  two  months  after  your  rising,  and  then  only  a 
part  of  them  were  sent  me  in  print,  and  I  have  not 
yet  seen  the  whole  of  them. 

"  The  keeping  your  proceedmgs  thus  a  secret  from 
me,  I  take  to  be  a  very  unconstitutional  and  extraor- 
dinary measure,  liable  to  a  construction  that  I  do  not 
choose  at  present  to  put  upon  it,  but  only  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  expect  you  will  order  your  clerk  to  attend 
me  every  night  with  the  minutes  of  the  day,  that  I 
may  know  what  is  done  and  doing  in  your  House, 
and  be  able  in  time  to  lay  the  same  before  his  Majesty 
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and  his  nunisters,  who  expect  to  be  regularly  mform- 
ed  of  the  measures  taking  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
colonies/' 

Both  were  answered  the  next  day  in  substance  thus, 
"That  they  were  humbly  of  opmion,  such  letters  as 
those  in  question,  containing  the  commands  of  the 
crown,  ought  generally  to  be  inserted  in  their  minutes 
as  being  the  foundation  of  their  proceedings,  and  what 
might  be  necessary  for  their  justification ;  that  those 
letters  were  communicated  without  the  least  caution  to 
keep  the  contents  a  secret ;  that  the  latter,  which  was 
the  most  material  of  the  two,  was  a  circular  letter 
which  had  been  sent  in  effect  to  all  the  provinces  and 
colonies  m  North  America,  and  of  which  die  substance, 
as  they  were  informed,  had  been  printed  in  the  speeches 
of  several  governors  to  their  assemblies ;  that  the  de- 
sign of  sendmg  two  regiments  from  England,  and  rais- 
ing two  more  in  America,  was  no  secret,  having  been 
avowed  even  in  the  London  Gazette ;  that  the  gover- 
nor himself  had  given  very  full  and  particular  abstracts 
of  those  letters,  in  his  messages,  which  had  been  printed 
in  their  own  gazettes  long  before  the  House  adjourned, 
and  passed  without  objection;  that  they  were,  there- 
fore, surprised  at  the  exceptions  started  now  to  the 
insertion  of  them  in  their  minutes,  and,  no  single  incon- 
venience to  result  fit)m  it  having  been  pointed  out, 
were  not  inclined  to  expunge  them ;  that,  knowing  not 
what  assurances  of  secrecy  would  be  satisfactory,  they 
could  only  say,  that,  whenever  it  should  appear  to  the 
House  to  be  necessary  for  the  King's  service,  or  the 
public  good,  to  keep  any  matters  laid  before  them 
secret,  proper  measures,  they  doubted  not,  would  be 
taken  for  that  purpose."  Proceeding  then  to  what 
related  to  the  governor's  demand  of  a  copy  of  their 
minutes,  they  adjoined,    "That  they  had  ordered  the 
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said  mmutes  to  be  printed  with  all  conrenient  i^)eed9 
and,  when  finished,  that  a  copy  should  be  delivered 
as  required ;  that,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  copied  and 
revised  by  a  committee  of  the  House,  they  were  put 
to  press;   and  that  the  governor  had  been  supplied 
with  a  copy  of  the  greatest  part  of  them  even  before 
they  were  finished;    that  it  had  been  the   constant 
practice  of  the  House  to  have  their  minutes  so  revised, 
and  to  postpone  the  said  revisal  till  after  the  rising  of 
the  House ;  and  that,  till  dns  was  done,  no  copies  had 
ever  been  given  out,  unless  of  special  votes  on  special 
occasions ;  that  the  principal  matters  contained  in  these 
minutes  were  generally  to  be  found  in  the  governor's 
speeches  or  messages,  and  the  answers  of  the  House ; 
and  that  these,  together  with  such  votes  as  were  most 
material,  were,  for  the  most  part,  immediately  printed 
in  the  newspapers ;  that  the  rest  was  chiefly  matter  of 
form;   that,  therefore,  as  it  would  be  inconveni^it  to 
the  House  to  make  up  and  perfect  their  votes  daily, 
so  as  to  send  a  copy  to  the  governor,  as  they  saw  no 
public  service  concerned  in  it,  nor  knew  of  any  right 
in  the  governor  so  peremptorily  to  demand  it,  they 
were  not  inclined  to  alter  their  andent  custom;  that 
his  charge  of  taking  extraordinary  or  unconstitutional 
measures  to  keep  their  proceedings  a  secret  fix>m  him^ 
was  void  of  any  real  foundation ;  that,  as  to  the  ccm- 
struction  put  by  the  governor  on  their  conduct,  they 
neither  knew  nor  could  guess  what  it  was ;  that  what- 
ever it  was,  they  had  rather  it  had  been  spoken  plainly, 
than  insmuated,  because  they  might  then  have  known 
how  to  justify  themselves ;  that,  however,  being  con- 
scious of  the  firmest  byalty  to  the  crown,  and   the 
most  upright  intentions  to  the  people  they  represented, 
they  were  not  very  apprehensive  of  any  great  preju- 
dice fiK)m  such  msinuations  :    that  reflecting  on   the 
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weight  and  importance  of  the  matters  laid  before  them 
in  the  morning  message,  which,  moreover,  so  earnestly 
pressed  them  to  unanimity  and  despatch,  they  could 
not  but  be  surprised  at  receiving  messages  of  so  differ- 
ent a  kind  in  the  afternoon,  and  which  could  only 
tend  to  produce  division  and  delay,  &c.  And,  that 
therefore,  they  humbly  entreated  the  governor  to  sus- 
pend those  his  irritating  accusations  and  novel  demands 
till  a  season  of  more  leisure,  and  that  he  would  permit 
them  to  proceed,  without  any  farther  interruption,  on 
the  business  for  which  he  had  been  pleased  to  call 
them  together."  , 

Not  to  be  diverted,  however,  from  the  pursuit  he 
was  m  by  this  caution,  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  printers 
for  the  assembly  (one  of  whom  was  a  member),  for- 
bidding them  to  publish  the  secretary  of  state's  letters ; 
and  ordered  his  secretary  to  mspect  the  joumab  of 
the  House  from  the  17th  to  the  20th  of  March  then 
current,  both  inclusive,  and  to  take  a  copy  thereof. 
Upon  the  former  of  which  measures  they  resolved, 
that  the  said  letters  had  been  properly  inserted;  that 
the  House  had  by  sufficient  reasons  «hown,  that  the 
expunging  those  letters  was  both  improper  and  un- 
necessary ;  that  the  right  of  directing  what  should,  or 
should  not  be  inserted  in  the  minutes  of  the  House, 
was  solely  m  the  House;  and  that  the  governor  had 
not,  nor  could  have,  any  right  to  interfere  therem; 
and  they  ordered  the  printer  to  proceed  with  the  pub- 
Ucation  of  their  minutes  as  they  then  stood.  And  with 
regard  to  the  latter,  they  informed  the  governor  by 
message,  "that,  when  their  minutes  should  be  revised 
and  printed  after  the  end  of  the  session  according  to 
long-contmued  custom,  a  fair  copy  should  be  present- 
ed to  the  governor ;  but  that  till  then  they  hoped  the 
governor  would  excuse  them,  if  they  did  not  permit 
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any  body  to  inspect  them,  or  any  copy  of  them  to  be 
taken," 

Here  this  little  raffle  ended ;  and,  while  it  was  yet 
subsisting,  the  governor  informed  the  House,  as  a  se- 
cret which  he  recommended  to  them  to  keep  so,  ^  That 
Governor  Shirley,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  council 
and  assembly,  having,  among  other  measures,  formed 
a  design  to  build  a  fore  near  Crown  Point,  within  the 
limits  of  his  Majesty's  territories,  had  sent  commis- 
sioners to  this  and  other  governments  to  solicit  their 
contributions  to  the  same  undertaking;  that  the  said 
governor  had  written  to  him  fully  upon  this  head,  that 
he  should  communicate  his  letter  to  them,  that  they 
might  see  what  was  expected  from  the  province ;  that 
Mr.  Quincy,  his  commissioner,  was  actually  arrived, 
and  had  made  his  application  to  him ;  and  that  he 
heartily  recommended  it  to  them  to  grant  the  neces- 
sary supplies  for  that  important  service." 

Upon  the  heels  of  this,  by  another  message  he  also 
mformed  them  of,  and  congratulated  them  upon,  the 
arrival  of  the  transports,  with  the  forces  and  artil- 
lery destined  f^  the  American  service  in  Vii^inia; 
after  which  he  proceeded,  as  in  the  last  session,  to 
say,  "That  his  Majesty's  care  and  affection  for  his 
subjects  in  America  having  induced  him  to  so  large 
and  seasonable  an  assistance  for  the  recovery  of  those 
possessions  which  the  French,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  had  seized,  they  would  be  greatly  wanting  to 
themselves  if  they  neglected  the  opportunity  to  frus- 
trate the  attempts  of  that  perfidious  people;  that  to 
render  his  Majesty's  measures  effectual,  it  was  expect- 
ed, that  the  colonies  should  raise  an  additional  number 
of  forces,  and  should  furnish  provisions  and  all  neces- 
saries to  those  employed  for  their  protection,  as  they 
would  see  by  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Halifax   and 
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another  from  General  Braddock,  which  were  to  be  laid 
before  them ;  that,  this  bemg  so  reasonable  in  itself^  he 
could  not  doubt  its  being  readily  complied  with  by  all 
the  provinces,  in  proportion  to  their  abilities ;  and  he 
hoped,  that,  as  Pennsylvania  was  the  most  interested  in 
the  event,  they  would  exert  themselves  as  became  the 
representatives  of  a  provmce  actually  invaded,  and 
having  their  all  depending  on  the  success  of  the  pres- 
ent enterprise ;  that  he  earnestly  besought  them  to 
consider  what  might  be  the  consequence  of  their  re* 
fusing  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies,  as  they  might 
be  assured  his  Majesty  would  not  condescend  to  re- 
commend to  them  in  vain  the  making  provision  for 
their  own  defence,  but  would  doubtless,  upon  their 
refusal,  be  enabled  by  his  Parliament  to  oblige  those, 
who  reaped  the  immediate  benefit  of  such  a  charge- 
able protection,  to  contribute  their  proportion  of  it;  and, 
that  if^  by  a  disappointment  in  the  articles  expected  to 
be  suppUed  by  them,  the  great  expense  the  nation  had 
been  put  to  for  the  security  of  these  mvaluable  branches 
of  the  British  empire,  should  be  rendered  unavailable, 
they  could  not  but  think  they  would  justly  draw  upon 
themselves  the  resentment  of  his  Majesty  and  a  Brit- 
bh  Parliament/* 

How  unusual  soever  such  language  was  on  such 
occasions,  and  how  inconsistent  soever  with  the  claims 
and  rights  of  freemen,  the  assembly  not  only  stifled 
their  resentments  of  it,  but  proceeded  the  very  same 
day  to  do  all  that  was  required  of  them  with  all  the 
alacrity  imaginable. 

Twenty-five  thousand  pounds  was  the  sum  they 
granted  to  the  King's  use;  five  thousand  pounds  of 
it  was  appropriated  for  the  sum  borrowed  for  the  ser- 
vice at  the  last  sitting;  ten  thousand  pounds  for  the 
purchase  of  provisions,  at  the  request  of  the  govem- 
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ment  of  Massachusett's  Bay,  for  victualling  their  forces ; 
five  thousand  pounds  to  answer  the  occasional  drafts 
of  General  Braddock ;  and  the  remaming  five  thousand 
for  the  mamtenance  of  such  Indians  as  had  taken  ref- 
uge in  the  province,  and  other  contingent  expenses  in 
their  votes  expressed ;  and  the  whole  was  to  be  raised 
by  an  emission  of  paper  bills  to  the  same  amount,  and 
to  be  sunk  by  an  extension  of  the  excise  for  ten  years. 

If  the  other  part  of  the  former  bill  concerning  torn 
and  ragged  bills  was  mentioned,  or  at  all  insisted 
upon,  it  could  not  be  carried ;  the  majority  on  this 
occasion  resolving,  that  no  provincial  consideration  of 
that  kind  should  furnish  the  least  pretence  for  any 
obstruction  to  the  general  service. 

Upon  the  28th  of  March,  1755,  this  bill  was  left 
with  the  governor,  and  on  the  1st  of  the  next  month 
he  sent  them  the  following  message,  viz. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  Your  bill  for  striking  twenty-five  thousand  pounds 
being  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  instructions  relating  to 
paper  money,  and  of  the  same  nature  with  the  bill  I 
refused  my  assent  to,  the  last  sitting  of  the  assembly, 
I  cannot  pass  it  into  a  law,  without  a  breach  of  duty 
to  the  crown;  and  I  am  concerned  you  should  offer 
such  a  bill  to  me,  when  you  had  agreed  to  submit  the 
dispute  between  us,  upon  one  of  the  like  kind,  to  his 
Majesty. 

^As  this  is  a  time  of  imminent  danger,  and  the 
forces  raised  and  destined  for  the  service  of  the  colo- 
nies must  wait  the  supplies  from  this  province,  I  again 
entreat  you  to  fall  upon  some  other  method  of  raising 
money,  that  we  may  not  lose  this  happy  opportunity 
of  recovering  his  Majesty's  dominions,  now  invaded 
by  the  subjects  of  the  French  Kmg,  and  preventing, 
their  unjust  encroachments  for  the  future. 
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"  But,  if  these  repeated  recommendations  of  so  rea- 
sonable a  supply  shall  fail  of  the  desired  effect,  and 
any  ill  consequences  should  attend  it,  his  Majesty  and 
his  ministers,  a  British  Parliament,  your  own  constitu- 
ents, and  the  neighbouring  governments  will  be  at  no 
loss  on  whom  to  lay  the  blame." 

This  message  was  also  accompanied  with  another, 
dated  March  31st,  in  which  the  governor,  having  re- 
ferred to  an  account  to  be  given  them  by  his  secretary 
of  several  matters  committed  to  the  care  of  one  Scar- 
royady,  an  Indian  chief,  by  the  Ohio  Indians,  made 
use  of  it  as  an  additional  goad  to  the  assembly,  in  the 
manner  following; 

"  Gentlemen, 

^So  much  depends  on  the  disposition  and  meas- 
ures of  the  Indians  at  this  time,  that  I  must  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  you  to  make  provision  for  the  ensuing 
treaty,  as  well  as  to  enable  me  to  take  proper  notice 
of  this  chief,  who  is  so  hearty  in  our  mterest,  and  of 
the  young  men  he  has  brought  along  with  him,  in 
order  to  be  employed  in  some  services,  which,  he  says, 
are  of  importance  to  the  general  cause. 

"  It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  that  the  several  west- 
em  Indians,  who  wish  well  to  the  English  interest, 
wait  with  impatience  for  the  return  of  this  chief,  and 
will  form  their  measures  according  to  the  report  which 
he  shall  make  to  them  of  our  treatment  of  them ;  for 
which  reason,  it  will  be  of  the  last  consequence,  that 
this  chief  and  these  young  men  go  from  us  well  cloth- 
ed and  perfectly  well  pleased." 

On  the  same  day  also,  Mr.  Quincy,  commissioner  to 
the  province  from  the  government  of  Massachusetts 
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Bay,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  assembly,  which 
contsdning  an  miquestionable  testimonial  in  their  favor, 
deserves  to  be  mserted  entire  as  follows,  viz. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  that,  notwithstand- 
mg  all  the  motives  and  ailments  I  was  able  to  offer 
his  honor  the  lieutenant-governor,  he  did  not  see  his 
way  clear  to  give  his  consent  to  the  money  bill  you 
have  laid  before  him. 

"The  cheerfulness  with  which  you  therein  granted 
ten  thousand  pounds  for  victualling  the  forces  intended 
to  march  from  New  England  to  secure  his  Majesty's 
territories,  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  your  zeal  for 
his  Majesty's  service,  or  your  hearty  concurrence  with 
the  government  I  have  tie  honor  to  represent,  in  the 
measures  now  proposed  for  our  common  safety;  and 
therefore,  though  you  are  unhappily  disappointed  m 
the  manner  of  your  grant,  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
not  fail  to  find  some  other  means  of  rendering  it 
effectual. 

"The  advantages  which  a  speedy  and  vigorous  ex- 
ecution of  those  measures  promises  to  all  the  colonies, 
and  the  mischiefs  which  a  neglect  of  them  will  entail 
upon  us  and  our  posterity,  are  clearly  pointed  out,  and 
fully  illustrated,  in  the  papers  which  have  been  the  sub- 
ject of  your  late  deliberations. 

"In  rendering  this  important  service  to  the  crown, 
to  the  British  nation,  and  to  their  fellow-subjects  in 
the  other  governments.  New  England  offers  to  spend 
her  treasure  as  freely  as  her  blood,  and,  were  her 
abilities  equal  to  her  zeal,  would  as  cheerfully  bear 
the  whole  expense,  as  she  undertakes  the  whole  haz- 
ard hi  the  enterprise.  But  the  vast  yeariy  charge  she 
is  subjected  to,  by  her  vicinity  to  the  French,  and 
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the  necessity  of  defending  so  extmsive  a  frontier  from 
the  incursions  of  those  perfidious  people  and  their  In- 
dians, both  in  time  of  peace  and  war,  has  so  exhaust- 
ed her  finances,  and  burthened  her  with  such  a  load 
of  debt,  that,  without  the  assistance  of  the  neighbour- 
ing more  wealthy  colonies,  she  must  drop  the  design, 
however  promising  and  glorious,  as  utterly  impracti- 
cable. 

"Happy  will  your  province  be,  G^ddemen,  if  you 
can  stiH  keep  those  dangerous  people  at  a  distance 
from  your  borders,  by  which  you  wiU  be  free  from 
die  maoiy  mischiefs  we  have  always  suffa*ed  by  their 
neighbourhood. 

"  The  opportunity  is  now  offered  you,  and,  if  em- 
braced, will,  by  the  blessmg  of  God,  secure  your  future 
peace  and  prosperity.  But  whatever  you  do,  should 
be  determined  instantly,  for  the  season  flies,  and  a 
delay  may  be  as  pernicious  as  a  refusal 

**I  have  just  received  advice,  that  Connecticut  has 
voted  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  that  even  the  little 
government  of  Rhode  Island  has  granted  four  hundred, 
the  expense  of  which  will  be  more  than  is  asked  of 
you.  New  York  seems  heartily  disposed  to  do  her 
part ;  and  there  is  reason  to  thmk  that  your  good  ex- 
ample may  have  an  advantageous  influence  on  your 
neighbours  of  New  Jersey. 

•*  I  need  say  no  more  to  urge  you  to  a  speedy  and 
effectual  resolution,  but  conclude,  with  the  utmost  re- 
spect, Gendemen, 

« Tours,  &c.^ 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  debates,  as  it  was 
natural  it  should;  but  on  the  morrow  they  resolved 
to  raise  fifteen  thousand  pounds  on  the  credit  of  the 
province,  in  the  manner  they  had  done  before;  timt 

VOL.  m.  43  CO 
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is  to  say,  five  thousand  pounds  to  repay  the  sum  so 
before  borrowed  for  victualling  the  King's  troops,  and 
ten  thousand  pounds  to  answer  the  request  of  the 
Massachusetts  government,  so  earnestly  enfcHt^  by 
Mr.  Quincy. 

Thus,  one  would  think,  they  had  done  all  that  could 
be  reascmably  required  of  men ;  they  had  dropped  the 
particular  concern  of  the  province;  they  had  overkx>k- 
ed  whatever  was  oflfensive  in  the  governor's  messages 
and  behaviour  to  them,  they  had  forborne  all  alteita- 
tion  thereon ;  and  Mr.  Qumcy,  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment he  represented,  presented  them  such  a  papar 
of  acknowledgment,  as  abundantly  verifies  all  that  is 
here  said  of  them,  to  wit; 

^^Sir, 

^  The  sum  which  this  honorable  assembly  has  grant* 
ed  to  his  Majesty's  use,  and  appropriated  for  victual- 
ling the  troops  intended  to  be  marched  for  seciuing 
his  Majesty's  territories,  is  an  instance  of  your  concern 
and  zeal  for  the  public  safety,  which  I  doubt  not  will 
be  highly  acceptable  to  his  Majesty.  And  as  it  was 
made  in  consequence  of  my  application  to  you,  I  b^ 
leave  to  return  you  my  grateful  sense  and  acknowl- 
edgment ;  and  to  assure  you,  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  the  government  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  that 
it  will  be  duly  applied  to  the  purposes  (oc  which  it 
was  granted." 

The  governor,  however,  dissatisfied  still,  because 
disappointed  and  defeated,  first  evaded  the  assembly's 
demand  of  the  restitution  of  their  bill  according  to  ois- 
tom,  and  then  refused  it,  saying,  ^That  it  was  a  bill 
oi  so  extracHtlinary  a  nature,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  lay  it  before  his  Majesty,  and  should  keep  it 
for  that  purpose." 
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He  also  informed  them  by  message  of  intelligence 
he  had  receiyed,  that  the  French  had  fitted  out  fif- 
teen sail  of  the  line,  with  which  they  were  sending 
out  six  thousand  land  forces,  aiid  that  the  King's  min- 
isters were  not  in  the  secret  of  their  destination ;  yet, 
as  they  were  bound  for  America,  and  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  Pennsylvania  was  both  a  plentiful  and 
defenceless  country,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  caQ 
upon  them  to  enable  him  to  put  it  into  a  posture  of 
defence,  by  establishing  a  regular  militia,  and  provid- 
ing the  necessary  stores  of  war. 

This  message  was  dated  April  3d,  and  yet  on  the 
8th  following  he  advised  them  to  make  a  short  ad- 
journment, because  he  was  to  receive  the  Governors 
Shirley  and  Delancey  that  evening,  and  was  to  ac- 
company them  to  Annapolis,  there  to  confer  with  Gen- 
eral Braddock,  and  the  Governors  Sharpe  of  Maryland, 
and  Dinwiddle  of  Virginia ;  after  which,  it  was  prob- 
able, he  should  have  several  matters  to  lay  before  the 
assembly;  but,  as  a  parting  stroke,  he  called  upon 
them  to  make  some  provision  for  Scairoyady,  before 
mentioned,  and  his  young  men,  which  they  did;  — 
not  without  some  wholesome  hints,  that  they  had  been 
long  enough  already  a  charge  to  the  province;  that 
there  were  proper  lands  where,  and  it  was  a  proper 
season  when,  they  might  both  hunt,  and  plant  their 
com,  by  which  they  might  provide  for  themselves  ;  and 
that,  as  to  the  Indian  treaty  they  had  been  required 
to  make  provision  for,  the  governor  could  not  expect 
they  could  come  to  any  immediate  resolution,  till  they 
had  received  the  necessary  information   concerning  it 

It  was  in  this  manner  they  parted.  The  adjourn- 
ment they  made  was  only  to  the  12th  of  May,  and 
yet  the  governor  both  complained  of  that  term  as  too 
long,  and  said  he  should  call  them  sooner  if  there  was 
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occasion.  When  they  met,  they  gare  the  governor 
nodce  as  usual,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  receive 
whatever  he  had  to  lay  before  them.  The  governor's 
answer  was,  that  he  had  nothing  to  lay  before  them 
at  present  but  the  Gennan  bill ;  a  bill,  that  b  to  say, 
recommended  by  the  governor  himself  from  the  noto- 
rious necessity  of  it,  for  preventing  the  importation  of 
G^man  or  other  passengers  or  servants  in  too  great 
numbers  in  one  vessel,  and  for  preventing  the  spread- 
ing of  contagious  distempers,  imp(»led  by  car  together 
with  them,  &c.  This  had  been  prepared  by  the  House 
at  their  last  sitting,  and  sent  up  to  the  governor ;  had 
been  returned  with  amendments  by  him;  some  of 
these  amendments  had  been  adopted;  and  then  the 
biU  had  been  again  sent  up,  with  a  desire  from  the 
House,  that  the  gov^nor  would  be  pleased  to  pass 
the  same  as  it  then  stood.  This  he  had  not  been 
pleased  to  do,  but  on  the  ccmtrary  had  ref^red  it  to 
the  consideration  of  his  council,  by  whose  advice  he 
had  been  determmed  to  adhere  to  his  amendments; 
under  which  declaration  it  was  now  again  sent  down 
to  the  House;  who  having  appomted  a  committee  to 
draw  up  a  message  to  the  governor,  refx-es^iting  the 
inconveniences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  ^id  amend- 
ments, and  agreed  to  that  message,  on  the  report  oS 
the  same,  came  to  a  resolution  of  adjourning  on  the 
morrow  to  the  1st  of  September. 

To  say  this  message  was  of  the  most  pathetic,  ra* 
tional,  and  interestmg  kind,  is  to  say  the  least  that 
can  be  said  of  it;  it  explained  the  evil  to  be  rem- 
edied, and  the  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  continuance  of  it,  in  the  most  affecting  terms;  it 
demonstrated,  that  the  amendments  insisted  upon  by 
the  governor  were  calculated  to  deprive  it  of  all  its 
vigor  and  utiUty;  that  m  effect  the  province  was  to 
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be  as  much  exposed  to  the  same  nuisances  and  dan- 
gers as  ever ;  and  what  gave  the  most  offence  of  all, 
by  the  following  paragraph  the  mhabitants  were  led  to 
the  very  source  of  so  crying  a  grievance. 

**  By  our  charters,  and  the  laws  of  this  province,  the 
whole  legislative  power  is  vested  in  the  governor  and 
the  representatives  of  the  people ;  and,  as  we  know 
of  no  other  negative  upon  our  bills  but  what  the  gov- 
ernor himself  has,  we  could  wish  he  had  been  pleased 
to  have  exercised  his  own  judgment  upon  this  our 
bill  without  referring  the  consideration  of  it  to  a  com- 
mittee of  his  council,  most  of  them  such,  as  we  are 
informed,  who  are,  ot  have  lately  been,  concerned  in 
the  importations,  the  abuses  of  which  this  bill  was 
designed  to  regulate  and  redress/* 

Now,  whichever  party  was  in  the  right,  can  it  be 
said,  that  the  King,  or  the  supply  for  his  service,  or 
any  one  of  the  points  in  the  preceding  session  agitated, 
had  any  concern  in  the  rise,  progress,  or  issue  of  this 
controversy  ?  Has  it  not  been  already  observed,  to  the 
honor  of  the  assembly,  how  cautiously  and  prudently 
they  had  avoided  whatever  could  tend  to  widen  the 
breach  on  any  of  these  heads?  Is  it  not  fresh  before 
us,  that,  even  for  want  of  provocation,  the  governor 
himself  was  forced  both  to  part  with  them,  and  meet 
again,  m  peace  ?  And  yet  having  declared,  as  we  have  • 
seen,  that  he  had  nothing  to  communicate  to  them, 
consequendy  nothing  to  ask  of  them,  other  than  what 
related  to  Ihis  German  bill,  did  he  take  the  hmt  from 
hence  to  treat  them  by  message  in  the  following  ex- 
traordinary manner,  viz. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"When  I  summoned  you  together  on  the  17th  of 
March  last,  I  was  m  hopes  you  would  bring  with  you 

cc* 
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iQclinatioiis  to  promote  the  pubUc  san^ee,  by  graatiiig 
the  supplies  expected  by  the  crown,  ainl  by  putting 
this  i»t)yince  into  a  posture  of  defence ;  but  I  am  sorry 
to  find,  that  neith^  the  danger  to  which  this  country 
rtands  exposed,  nor  his  Majesty's  repeated  and  affec- 
tionate calls,  haye  had  any  weight  with  you. 

**  The  bill  you  sent  me,  for  striking  twenty-five  thou- 
sand pounds,  was  of  a  more  extraordinary  nature  than 
that  I  refused  my  assent  to  m  the  winter  sessions,  as 
it  gave  G^eral  Braddock  a  power  over  no  more  than 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  subjected  the  remaming 
twenty  thousand,  and  aU  the  surplus  of  the  excise, 
for  eleven  years  to  come,  to  the  dispositiim  of  some 
of  the  members  of  your  House,  and  to  the  assembly 
for  the  time  being. 

^*  The  offering  money  in  a  way,  and  npoa  terms,  that 
you  very  well  knew  I  could  not,  consistent  with  my 
duty  to  the  crown,  consent  to^  is,  in  my  opinicm,  trifling 
with  the  King's  commands,  and  amounts  to  a  refusal 
to  give  at  all ;  and  I  am  satisfied  will  be  seen  in  this 
light  by  my  superi(H^ ;  who,  by  your  bill  above  men- 
tioned, which  I  shall  lay  before  them,  and  by  the 
whde  of  your  conduct  since  you  have  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  designs  of  the  French,  will  be  ccm- 
vinced,  that  your  resdutions  are,  and  have  been,  to 
take  advantage  of  your  country's  danger,  to  aggran- 
dize and  render  permanent  your  own  power  and  au- 
thority, and  to  destroy  that  of  the  crown.  That  it  is 
for  this  puipose,  and  to  promote  your  scheme  of  future 
independency,  you  are  graq>ing  at  the  disposition  of 
all  public  money,  and  at  the  power  of  filling  all  the 
ofiices  of  government,  especially  those  of  the  revenue ; 
and,  when  his  Majesty  and  the  nation  are  at  the  ex- 
pense of  sending  troops  for  the  protection  of  these 
cok>nies,  you  refuse  to  furnish  them  with   provisions 
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and  necessary  carriages,  though  your  country  is  ftiH 
of  both,  unless  you  can,  at  the  same  time,  eaicroach 
upon  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and  increase  your  own 
power,  already  toa  great  for  a  branch  of  a  subordinate 
dependent  govemmmt,  so  remote  from  the  principal 
seat  of  power. 

"  You  have.  Gentlemen,  by  a  vote  erf  your  own 
House,  vdthout  the  consent  of  the  government,  em- 
powered a  committee  of  your  members  to  borrow 
money  upon  the  credit  of  the  assembly,  and  to  dis- 
pose of  the  same  to  certain  uses  in  that  vote  mention- 
ed. You  have  also,  by  votes  and  resdves  of  your 
ovm  House,  created  bills  or  notes  of  credit,  made  pay- 
able to  the  bearers  thereof,  to  the  amount  of  fifteaai 
thousand  pounds,  which  you  have  issued  m  lieu  of 
money,  and  they  are  now  circulatmg  in  this  provbce, 
vrithout  the  ^)probation  of  the  government  You  have 
denied  me  access  to  your  journals,  and  refused  me 
copies  of  your  minutes.  And  you  have  printed  and 
published  the  secretary  of  state's  letters  to  me  signi- 
fying his  Majesty's  commands,  not  ooly  without  my 
consent,  but  contrary  to  an  order  I  had  issued  to  the 
printers,  expresidy  forbidding  the  publication  of  those 
letters. 

"  Whether  you  have  a  right  to  the  exat^ise  of  such 
extraordinary  powers,  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers 
w31  judge,  before  whpm  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  your 
proceedings  as  socm  as  I  can  come  at  them,  and  to 
whom  they  will  {^pear  the  mc»^  dangerous,  as  neither 
they  nor  you  can  know  but  a  future  assembly  may 
use  those  powers  agamst  the  government  by  which 
they  are  protected. 

<<  While  I  had  any  the  most  distant  hopes  of  your 
coming  into  measures  that  might  promote  the  public 
service  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  I  suffered  some  parts 
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of  your  conduct  to  remain  unobserved  upon ;  but,  as  I 
am  now  convinced,  fix)m  the  whole  tenor  of  your  be- 
haviour, and  from  your  message  of  yesterday,  notifying 
your  mtentions  to  adjourn  tiD  September  next  without 
granting  the  necessary  supplies,  that  you  have  no  de- 
sign to  contribute  any  thing  towards  the  defence  of 
this  country,  I  thought  it  right  to  be  no  longer  silent 
upon  those  heads. 

"Gentlemen,  when  the  bill  to  prevent  the  imputa- 
tion of  Germans,  &c.,  was  under  my  consideration,  I 
took  such  advice  upon  it,  and  made  such  amendments 
to  it,  as  I  thought  would  best  answer  the  public  pur- 
poses, and  put  that  trade  upon  such  a  footing  as  to 
prevent  the  many  abuses  that  had  been  practised  in 
it,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  this  city  and  province 
agadnst  the  commg  in  and  spreading  of  infectious  dis- 
tempers. How  far  the  bill,  as  proposed  by  you,  or 
amended  by  me,  would,  or  would  not,  have  answered 
those  ends,  was  a  matter  proper  to  be  considered  at 
a  conference,  which  you  might  have  desired  if  you 
had  thought  proper,  as  it  is  the  only  means  of  bring- 
ing a  bill  to  perfection,  when  the  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature differ  in  opinion  concerning  any  amendments 
proposed  to  it ;  but,  mstead  thereof  you  have  sent  me  a 
message  filled  with  unjust  reflections  upon  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  me,  and  plamly  designed  to  rep- 
resent me,  as  having  no  regard  .for  the  health  or  safety 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country ;  in  domg  which,  I 
cannot  think  you  have  paid  a  proper  regard  to  truth. 
However,  as  it  is  not  my  mtention  to  enter  into  a  con- 
troversy with  you  upon  that  biU,  which  might  have 
been  agreed  upon  between  us,  had  the  usual  method 
of  proceeding  in  such  cases  been  pursued  by  you,  I 
shall  say  nothmg  more  upon  the  head,  especiaUy  as 
this  matter  seems  purposely  chosen  to  lead  me  and 
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the  public  from  eonsidarbg  that  part  of  your  conduct, 
that  must,  m  its  consequences,  most  neariy  affect  the 
inhabitants  of  this  ixx>Tince.'' 

It  is  in  every  reader's  power  to  confute  every  article 
of  this  message  from  the  materials  b^ore  him,  though 
not  to  account  for  the  governor's  reasons  for  so  un- 
seasonably exposing  himself;  but  as  we  have  heaitl 
one  party,  it  is  fit  we  should  hear  the  other ;  and,  if 
they  have  been  guilty  of  any  partiality,  or  failed  in  any 
point  of  justice  to  themselves,  let  him  supply  the  de* 
feet,  or  correct  the  eiror,  that  finds  himself  qualified 
so  to  do. 

The  piece  that  ensues  was  their  answer,  to  wit; 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

**  When  we  met  in  obedience  to  the  governor's  sum- 
mons, on  the  17th  of  March  last,  we  really  brought  with 
us  the  sincerest  inclinations  to  promote  the  public  ser- 
vice, by  granting  the  suppUes  expected  by  the  crown ; 
and  we  trust  it  will  appear  to  aU  who  impartially  ex- 
amme  the  proceedmgs  of  that  session,  that  we  did 
every  thing  in  our  power,  as  our  affairs  were  then  cir- 
cumstanced ;  and  ccHisequently,  that  the  danger  to 
which  this  country  stood  exposed,  and  his  Majesty's 
repeated  and  affectionate  calls,  had  great  weight  with 
us,  whatever  they  had  with  the  governor. 

**  The  bill  we  sent  up,  for  striking  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  giving  the  same  to  the 
Emg's  use,  and  for  providing  a  fund  to  sink  it,  had 
nothing  extraordinary  in  its  nature,  or  differing  fi^m 
other  bills  heretofore  passed  or  presented  for  like  pur- 
poses in  this  province,  excepting  that  the  sum  given 
was  extraordinary,  compared  with  the  time  proposed 
for  smking  it ;  the  sum  for  the  Canada  expedition,  in 
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the  last  war,  being  but  five  thousand  pounds,  to  be 
sunk  m  ten  years,  and  this  sum,  though  five  times 
greater,  was  to  be  sunk  by  the  same  fund,  in  the 
same  number  of  years.  In  the  bill  five  thousand 
pounds  of  the  sum  were  appropriated  to  pay  for  pro- 
visions bought  and  given  for  the  use  of  the  forces 
in  Vlrgmia,  under  General  Braddock;  ten  thousand 
pounds  more  were  given  to  buy  provisions  for  the  New 
England  forces  under  his  command  ;  five  thousand 
pounds  more  were  subjected  to  his  order,  and  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  King's  service  as  he  should  think 
fit ;  and  the  remainmg  five  thousand  pounds  were  ap- 
propriated for  the  subsistence  of  Indians  taking  refuge 
in  this  province,  payment  of  posts  or  expresses,  hire 
of  carriages,  clearing  of  roads,  and  other  necessary 
contingent  expenses  for  the  King's  service,  as  might 
be  incumbent  on  this  government  to  discharge.  Thus 
the  whole  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  was  appropri- 
ated to  the  King's  service ;  and  almost  all  of  it  to  the 
immediate  use  of  General  Braddock,  or  to  such  pur- 
poses as  were  by  him  especially  recommended  in  his 
letters,  laid  before  the  House  by  the  governor.  The 
members  of  the  House,  mentioned  by  the  governor, 
were  to  have  no  share  in  the  disposition  of  it ;  it  was 
disposed  of  by  the  bill,  and  they  could  only  have  the 
trouble  of  laying  it  out  according  to  the  appropriatbn, 
and  keeping  the  accounts.  This  is  truth,  and  weD 
known  to  the  governor,  if  he  perused  our  bill  with  any 
degree  of  attention ;  yet  how  difierently  is  it  represent- 
ed in  the  governor's  message !  It  is  called  only,  •  a  biB 
for  striking  twenty-five  thousand  pounds';  which  is 
but  a  part  of  the  tide,  the  words,  ^  and  for  giving  the 
same  to  the  King's  use,'  being  (as  it  would  seem) 
carefully  omitted,  lest  they  might  militate  against  the 
assertion  which  immediately  follows,  that  *  twenty  thou- 
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sand  pounds  of  it  were  subjected  to  the  disposition 
of  some  members  of  the  House,  and  of  the  assembly 
for  the  time  being.'  Then  it  is  said,  ^It  gave  General 
Braddock  a  power  over  no  more  than  five  thousand 
pounds,'  because  it  gave  him  a  power  to  draw  for, 
and  appropriate  as  he  pleased,  no  more  than  that  sum, 
though  all  the  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  (except  a 
small  part  for  the  support  of  Indian  refugees,  which 
is  likewise  for  the  King's  service^)  was  appropriated 
for  his,  and  his  army's  use,  or  services  by  him  requir* 
ed;  and  we  cannot  learn  that  any  other  colony  be- 
sides hath  given,  or  offered  to  give,  that  gentleman  a 
power  over  as  many  pence.  Great  subtilty  and  dex- 
terity appear  in  this  manner  of  disguismg  truths,  and 
changing  appearances,  but  we  see  in  it  very  little  can- 
dor and  ingenuity. 

^  In  the  next  paragraph  of  the  governor's  message, 
there  are  many  assertions  in  which  we  think  we  are 
equally  misrepresented ;  we  are  chained  with  *  offering 
money  in  a  way,  and  upon  terms,  which  we  knew  the 
governor  could  not,  consistent  with  his  duty  to  the 
crown,  consent  to.'  We  really  thought,  and  still  thitak, 
it  was  inconsistent  vnth  his  duty  to  the  crown  to  re- 
fuse it ;  if  we  are  mistaken,  it  is  an  error  in  judgment ; 
we  have  appealed  to  our  gracious  King  on  this  head, 
and  we  hope  for  a  favorable  determination.  We  are 
charged  with  *  trifling  with  the  King's  commands,  and 
refusing  to  give  at  all,'  though  we  have  actuaUy  given 
great  sums  in  obedience  to  those  commands,  and  earn- 
estly endeavoured  to  give  much  greater,  which  the 
governor  refused,  unless  we  woidd  give  m  a  manner 
which  we  think  inconsistent  with  our  present  just  lib- 
erties and  privileges,  held  under  the  royal  charter. 
We  are  charged  vnth  *  resolving  to  aggrandize  our  own 
power,  and  destroy  that  of  the  crown ; '  a  charge,  as 
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we  conceive,  utteriy  groundless,  aoad  for  which  we 
have  never  given  the  least  foundation.  We  are  charg- 
ed with  a  *  scheme  of  independency*'  We  have  no 
such  scheme,  nor  ever  had,  nor  do  we,  as  a  part  of 
the  I^islature,  desire  any  independency  but  what  the 
constitution  authorizes,  which  gives  us  a  right  to  judge, 
for  oursdves  and  our  constituents,  of  the  utility  and 
propriety  of  laws,  or  modes  of  laws,  about  to  be  made ; 
and  does  not  yet,  and  we  confide  never  will,  oblige 
us  to  make  htws  by  direction.  We  are  charged  with 
grasping  at  the  disposition  of  aD  public  money,  and 
at  the  power  of  filfing  aU  the  offices  of  government; 
a  charge,  as  we  concdve,  equally  groundless  and  m*- 
vidk)us ;  we  have,  by  hw,  a  ri^t  to  dispose  of  some 
public  money,  and  we  cannot  be  properiy  said  to  grasp 
at  what  we  are  in  possession  of;  that  part  of  the  public 
money  which  the  governor  receives,  arismg  by  licenses, 
&C.,  great  as  it  is,  he  disposes  of  as  he  pleases,  and  we 
have  never  attempted  to  interfere  in  it ;  nor  can  one 
instance  be  given  of  our  attempting  to  fill  any  (^oe, 
which  we  are  not  by  some  express  law  empowered 
to  fin.  But  the  heaviest  charge  of  this  paragraph  con- 
cludes it  The  governor  b  pleased  to  say,  *  When  his 
Majesty  and  the  nation  are  at  the  expense  of  sending 
troops  for  the  protection  of  these  colonies,  you  refuse 
to  fiunish  them  with  provisions  and  necessary  carriages, 
though  your  country  is  fiiU  of  both ;  unless  you  can 
at  the  same  time  encroadi  upon  the  rights  of  the 
crown.'  This  diarge  is  really  amazmg!  It  requros, 
however,  no  other  answer,  than  a  simple  relation  of 
fact  In  the  same  session,  and  as  soon  as  it  appear* 
ed  there  was  no  hope  of  obtaining  the  biH  for  giving 
twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  ffing's  use,  and  many 
weeks  before  the  forces  arrived,  we  voted  and  gave 
five  thousand  pounds  to  purchase  provisions  and  either 
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necessaries  be  those  forces ;  these  provisioDS  were  ac* 
ocxtlmgly  bought,  and  are  sent  to  Yirgiiiia,  being  the  full 
quantity  required  of  us ;  we  have  since  giyen  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  to  purchase  prorisioDS  Sat  the  New  Eng- 
land forces;  it  was  given  as  soon  as  requested,  and 
before  the  troops  were  raised;  those  provisions  are 
most  of  them  actually  purchased^  great  part  sent  away, 
and  aQ  will  probably  be  at  the  place  appointed  before 
they  are  wanted.  We  gave  not  a  pound  of  provision 
less  than  was  asked  of  us,  and  all  the  carriages  re-> 
quu*ed  of  us  have  been  furnished.  This  has  been 
done  with  the  greatest  readiness  and  alacrity,  and  done, 
we  conceive,  without  the  least  encroachment  on  the 
rights  of  the  crown,  unless  <  borrowing  money  on  our 
own  credit'  (which  we  thou^t  even  every  private 
man  had  a  right  to  do,  if  he  had  any  credit,)  be  indeed 
such  an  encroadmient 

^Indeed  the  next  paragraph  begins  with  charging 
this  upon  us  as  a  crime,  '  You  have,'  the  governor  is 
pleased  to  say,  *by  a  vote  of  your  own  House,  without 
the  consent  o£  the  government,  empowered  a  commit- 
tee of  your  members  to  borrow  money  upon  the  credit 
c^  die  assembly,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  certain 
uses  in  that  vote  mentioned/  By  this  caution  in  ex- 
pressing the  uses,  a  stranger  might  imagine,  that  they 
were  wicked,  if  not  treasonable  uses,  and  that  the  gov- 
enor,  out  of  mere  tenderness  for  his  people,  forbore 
to  explab  them.  But  the  uses  mentioned  in  the  votes, 
are,  to  purchase  fresh  victuals,  and  other  necessaries, 
for  the  use  of  the  King's  troops  at  their  arrival ;  and 
to  purchase  and  transport  provisicms  requested  by  the 
gov^nment  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  to  victual  the 
forces  about  to  march  for  securing  his  Majestjr's  ter- 
ritories. These  are  the  uses,  in  the  votes  mentioned, 
and  the  only  uses;  and  we  can  concave  no  reason 
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for  touching  them  so  gently  by  the  name  of  certain 
uses,  unless  the  governor  thought,  that  being  more 
exfdicit  cm  the  uses  might  seem  to  lessen,  in  some 
degree,  the  heinous  crime  of  borrowing  money  on  our 
own  credit. 

*'The  governor  is  pleased  to  add,  'You  have  also, 
by  votes  and  resolves,  of  your  own  House,  created 
bills,  or  notes  of  credit,  made  payable  to  the  bearers 
thereof  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds, 
which  you  have  issued  in  lieu  of  money,  and  they 
are  now  circulating  in  this  province,  without  the  ap- 
probation of  the  government'  This  charge,  we  pre- 
sume, will,  like  the  rest,  vanish  on  a  litde  exj^anation. 
By  the  laws  of  this  province  now  in  force,  and  which 
have  received  the  royal  assent,  the  disposition  of  the 
interest  money  and  excise,  is  vested  in  the  assembly 
for  the  time  bemg ;  out  of  this  revenue  the  assemblies 
have,  from  time  to  time,  defrayed  the  charges  of  gov- 
ernment. The  constant  method  of  paymait  was  al- 
ways this;  when  an  account  against  the  public  vras 
allowed,  or  any  expense  for  public  s^rice  agreed  to, 
an  order  issued,  drawn  on  the  treasurer  or  trus- 
tees of  the  loan-office,  and  signed  by  the  speaker,  or 
the  derk,  by  order  of  the  House.  As  these  orders 
were  generally  paid  on  sight,  they  naturally  obtained 
some  credit,  and  sometimes  passed  through  several 
hands  before  payment  was  demanded.  At  the  last 
setdement  of  ihe  public  accounts,  it  appeared,  that  a 
considerable  sum  of  this  interest  and  excise  money, 
over  which  the  assembly  alone  had  a  legal  power,  ought 
to  be  in  the  hands  of  die  treasurer  and  trustees.  The 
governor  himself  was  pleased  to  point  this  money  out 
to  us,  to  compute  the  sum,  and  urge  the  House  to  make 
use  of  it,  when  in  January  last  he  refused  their  biU 
for  giving  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  851 

use.  The  House  alleged,  and  truly,  that  the  money 
was  outstanding  in  many  hands,  and  could  not  sud« 
denly  be  coQected,  without  distressing  and  ruining  the 
people.  Howerer,  oa  the  credit  of  this  fund,  we  voted 
the  first  five  thousand  pounds  for  provisions,  and  or* 
dered  the  money  to  be  borrowed  on. interest  And 
at  the  last  sitting,  when  the  governor  refused  to  pasa 
our  bill  for  giving  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  to  the 
King's  use,  he  may  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  he 
sent  us  down  a  message  in  which,  after  the.  resaoa 
given  for  not  p)assing  the  bill,  there  are  these  words; 
*  As  this  is  a  time  of  immment  danger,  and  the  forces 
raised  and  destined  for  the  service  of  the  colonies  must 
wait  the  supplies  fix>m  this  province,  I  again  entreat 
you  to  fall  upon  some  other  method  of  raising  money, 
that  we  may  not  lose  this  happy  of^rtunity  of  recov- 
ering his  Majesty's  dominions  now  invaded  by  the  French 
King.'  The  House  accordingly  fell  on  this  other  meth- 
od ;  they  gave  ten  thousand  pounds  of  the  money  in 
their  power  to  the  Bang's  use ;  they  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  purchase  the  provisions  required,  and  em- 
powered them  to  draw  for  the  sum  on  the  treasurer 
or  trustees  of  the  loan-ofiice,  as  had  been  usual ;  with 
this  only  difference,  that  as  former  drafts  were  pay- 
able on  sight,  and  therefore  bore  no  interest,  these 
being  payable  m  a  year,  were  to  bear  interest ;  and 
b  the  mean  time  the  outstanding  money  was  order- 
ed to  be  got  in,  that  the  drafts  might  be  punctually 
discharged.  Moneyed  men,  knowing  the  goodness  of 
the  fund,  and  confidbg  in  the  justice  and  punctuality 
of  the  assembly,  which  has  always  honorably  dischai^- 
ed  the  public  debts,  have  voluntarily  furnished  the 
committee  with  cash  for  these  drafts,  which  they 
have  laid  by  m  their  chests  to  receive  in  time  the 
interest     Thus  the  King's  forces  have  been  expedi- 
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tiousdy  suppfied,  the  people  bare  time  to  paj  off  their 
debts  to  t^  pubMc,  and  no  one  is  oppressed,  distress* 
ed,  or  injured ;  nor  is  any  encroachniAt  made  on  the 
powers  of  government,  or  any  thing  done  that  has  not 
been  ususd,  or  which  the  assembly  are  not  by  law 
empowered  to  do.  Yet  this  is  what  the  governor  rep^ 
resents  as  '  creating  bills  of  credit,  and  issuing  them 
in  lieu  o(  money,  without  the  approbation  of  the  gov- 
ernment*; by  which,  persons  unacquamted  with  the 
fact  might  understand  we  had  been  making  paper 
money,  and  issumg  it  on  loan,  or  in  some  other  man* 
ner,  to  produce  an  advantage  to  ourselves,  and  attempt- 
ed to  make  it  a  legal  tender  without  the  govemOT's 
assent,  &c.,  all  which  is  mere  misrepresentation  or  mis* 
ap{H*ehension,  as  will  appear  by  tiie  resolves  them- 
selves, to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer.  Aft&r  this 
explanation  of  our  conduct,  we  believe  it  wiU  clearly 
appear,  that  the  governor's  insinuatitm,  as  if  we  had 
used  powers  dangerous  to  the  govaimient,  is  as 
groundless  as  it  is  unkind. 

"The  other  charges,  of  'denying  the  governor  ac- 
cess to  our  journals,  and  printing  the  secretary  of 
state's  letters,'  having  been  made  and  answered  in 
former  messages  between  the  governor  and  the  House, 
we  think  it  unnecessary  to  take  any  furtha*  notice  of 
them  here.  But  vire  are  sur^msed  to  find,  that,  after 
having  eflfectuaUy  given  fifteen  thousand  pounds  in 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  King's  forces, 
maintained  at  so  great  an  expense  our  Indian  allies, 
established  a  constant  regular  post  through  two  hun- 
dred miles  of  country,  merely  for  die  service  of  the 
«*my,  and  advanced  a  considerable  sum  to  make  a 
kmg  and  chargeable  road  through  the  wSdemess  and 
mountams  to  the  Ohic^  for  the  use  of  the  King's  forces, 
the  whole  expense   of  y/hkh  we  have  engaged  to 
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defray,  we  should  stiO  be  flady  told  by  die  governor, 
*diat  he  is  convinced  from  die  whole  tenor  of  our 
behaviour,  that  we  have  no  design  to  contribute  any 
thing  towards  the  defence  of  this  country/ 

^  The  governor  is  pleased  further  to  censure  us  for 
not  desiring  a  conference  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  Germans,  or  other  passengers,  in  too 
great  numbers  in  one  ship  or  vessel,  and  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  contagious  distempers,  &c.  We  own 
that  it  is  sometimes  practised,  when  the  governor  and 
assembly  differ  m  judgment  concerning  a  bill,  to  re* 
quest  a  conference,  if  there  be  any  hc^  by  such  a 
conference  to  obtain  an  agreement;  but  we,  being,  from 
many  circumstances  attending  the  bill,  without  such 
hope  at  present,  contented  ourselves  with  laying  be- 
fore the  governor,  in  a  message,  our  reasons  for  nol 
agreeing  to  his  proposed  amendments,  and  submitted 
those  reasons  to  his  consideration;  the  bill  may  stilt 
be  resumed,  and  a  conference  entered  into  at  a  future 
session,  if  there  should  be  any  prospect  of  success. 
If  our  proceedmg  was  hregular,  which  we  think  it 
was  not,  the  governor  may  be  pleased  to  remember, 
he  himself  set  us  a  more  irregular  example  at  our  last 
sitting,  when  we  presented  him  the  bill  for  granting 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use;  (or 
he  neither  proposed  any  amendment,  nor  desired  any 
conference,  nor  would  return  us  our  bill  (when  we 
expressly  sent  for  it  to  be  reconsidered)  according  to 
the  constant  custom  in  this  government,  but  only  ac- 
quainted us,  that,  ^  it  being  a  bill  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary nature,  he  would  send  it  home  to  the  ministry;' 
which  we  hope  he  has  accordingly  done,  as  we  believe 
it  will  be  found,  however  the  governor  may  have  mis- 
apprehended it,  to  have  nothing  extraordinary  in  its 
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nature,  or  bcoiisistent  with  our  duty  to  the  crown^  Ot 
assuming  more  than  our  just  ri^ts  and  privilegea. 

"  On  the  whole,  while  we  find  die  governor  traosfixm* 
mg  our  best  actions  into  crhnes,  and  endeavouring  to 
render  the  inhabitants  o(  P^msylvania  odbus  to  our 
gracious  sovereign  and  his  nanisters,  to  the  British 
nation,  to  aQ  the  neighbonring  colonies,  and  to  the 
army  that  b  come  to  protect  us ;  we  cannot  look  iqxm 
him  as  a  friend  to  this  country.  We  are  plain  peo[de^ 
unpractised  in  die  eights  and  artifices  of  controversy, 
and  have  no  joy  in  disputation.  We  wid  the  gov« 
emor  of  the  same  disposition ;  and  when  he  Aall,  as 
we  hc^  he  will  on  better  consideration,  i^ter  hb  oon* 
duct  towards  us,  and  thereby  convince  us  that  he 
means  well  to  the  province,  we  may  then  be  able  to 
transact  die  pubhc  business  tc^ether  with  comfort  both 
to  hm  «id  ourselves ;  of  which  til  then  we  have  smaB 
expectirtion.^ 

Such  was  the  language  of  liber^,  truth,  and  cu- 
dor!  We  feel  the  force  of  it ;  we  cannot  resist  its  au- 
thority. And  if  die  governor  had  the  mortification  to 
find  they  had  cntlaed  both  his  message  and  their 
answer  to  be  printed  m  their  gazettes,  he  had  also 
the  pleasure  to  find  himself  excused  &fc  the  present 
by  dieir  adjournment  fitmi  the  impossible  task  cS  cca- 
structing  sudi  a  reply  as  the  pressure  of  his  case  re- 
quked. 

Perhaps  they  thought  the  absurdt^  he  had  fallen 
into,  by  charging  them  wkh  a  resolution  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  country's  danger,  to  aggrandize  and 
render  permanent  their  own  power  and  authority,  too 
glaring  to  need  any  comment  Perhaps  they  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  retort,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  col- 
ony, so  remote  fixim  the  {xincipal  seat  of  ^i^ire,  had 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HlfiTTOftY  OP  PENNSYLVANIA.  865 

abundantly  more  to  apprehend  fix>m  an  excess  of  pow^ 
in  their  governor,  than  the  govemor  could  possibly 
have  from  a  like  excess  m  their  representatives;  the 
executive,  as  before  observed,  being  a  single  principle 
ahrays  m  force,  and  the  legidative  composed  of  two 
co-equal  principles,  which  must  always  taJSy,  or  can  no 
otherwise  operate,  than  by  restraining  and  controlling 
die  operations  of  each  other,  as  in  the  case  before  us ; 
and,  perhaps,  they  had  not  die  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  July  2d,  1678,  m  aght  at  that  time, 
which  was  as  foHows,  viz. 

^  That  all  sdds  and  supplies  granted  to  his  Majesty 
in  ParliameiU,  are  the  sole  gkt  of  the  Commons ;  that 
aH  bills  hr  the  granting  any  sudb  aids  and  supines 
ought  to  begm  with  the  Commons ;  and  that  it  is  the 
undoubted  and  sole  ri^t  of  the  Commons  to  direct, 
Hmit,  and  appomt,  m  such  bills,  the  ends,  purposes, 
considerations,  conditions,  limitatioiis,  and  qualifications 
of  such  grants,  %hidi  ought  not  to  be  dianged  by  the 
House  of  Lords."  To  say  notiung  of  certain  remark- 
able provisions  of  theirs  in  the  year  1678  (which,  in 
a  com^  ci  conferences  with  the  Lords,  they  adhered 
to)  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  their  ovm  for  the  admm- 
istration  of  the  money  then  granted  for  the  payment 
and  disbanding  of  the  army,  and  die  pajrment  c(  the 
same  mto  the  Chamber  of  London,  instead  of  the 
Exchequ^. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

An  Acknowledgment  from  the  Officers  of  the  Regular  Forces  of  certain 
Presents  made  to  them  by  the  Assembly.  The  Governor's  Message 
to  the  Assembly,  said  to  be  founded  on  a  Representation  of  General 
Braddock's,  requiring  them  to  enable  him  to  furnish  the  said  General 
with  Provisions  under  proper  Convoys.  The  Assembly  desire  to  have 
the  Greneral's  Letter  laid  before  them,  which  the  Governor  declines, 
and  thereby  occasions  a  new  Controversy.  The  Assembly  send  up 
two  Money  Bills;  not  approved  by  the  Governor.  The  Assembly 
adjourn,  but  are  again  convoked  on  Occasion  of  Braddock's  Defeat 
The  Governor's  Speech.  The  Assembly  vote  an  Aid  of  Fifty  Thousand 
Pounds  by  a  Tax  on  all  real  and  personal  Estates.  The  Address  of 
the  Assembly  to  the  Governor.  Their  Fifty  Thousand  pounds  Money 
Bill  returned,  with  an  Amendment,  by  which  the  whole  Proprietaiy 
Estate  was  to  be  exempted  from  •the  Tax.  The  Message  of  the  As- 
sembly to  the  Grovemor  on  that  Occasion,  desiring  his  Reasons  for 
that  Exemption.  The  Governor's  Reply,  containing  Four  curious  Rea- 
aona.    The  Assembly's  Rejoinder  refuting  those  Reasons. 

Their  adjournment  was  to  die  1st  of  September; 
but  they  were  assembled  by  special  •ummoos  on  the 
13th  of  June ;  and  the  first  minute  on  their  books  of 
public  note  is  one,  to  specify  the  approbation  given 
by  the  Lords  Justices  to  Governor  Thomas's  act  for 
granting  five  thousand  pounds  out  of  bills  of  credit 
for  the  King's  use.  The  date  of  this  approbation  is 
October  9th,  1748,  so  that  it  was  subsequent  to  the 
King's  instruction  so  pertinaciously  insisted  upon;  and 
having,  either  by  some  accident  or  neglect  been  over- 
looked thus  long,  the  governor,  as  we  have  seen,  had 
in  the  December  before  taken  the  advantage  to  ex- 
press hunself  thus  hardily  to  the  assembly ;  **  Colonel 
Thomas's  conduct  is  no  rule  to  me,  nor  will  mine  be 
for  any  one  that  may  succeed  me ;  and,  if  we  may 
judge  fix)m  his  not  transmitting  that  act  to  England, 
we  may  presume,  that  he  did  not  look  upon  that  par- 
ticular as  the  most  recommendatory  part  of  his  admin- 
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istration.  It  is  trae,  he  was  never  censured  for  it ;  and, 
mdeed,  how  could  he,  as  the  transaction  was  never 
made  known  to  his  Majesty  or  his  ministers." 

And  the  next  minute  that  follows  thin^  concerning 
the  said  approbation,  noti6es, 

That  sundry  letters  from  Sir  Peter  Halket  and  Colo* 
nel  Dunbar  were  then  read,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  certain  presents  from  the  House  to  the  officers  of 
their  respective  regiments,  of  the  most  considerate  and 
acceptable  kind,  and  returning  thanks  for  the  same. 

The  reason  of  this  summons  assigned  by  the  gov* 
emor  in  his  message  was  to  this  effect,  ^That  Gen- 
eral Braddock  having  begun  his  march  towards  fort 
Duquesne,  had  re{N«sented  to  him,  '  that,  in  case  he 
should  reduce  that  fort,  his  intentions  were  to  leave 
a  garrison,  with  all  the  guns,  stores,  &c.  he  shoukl 
find  m  it;  that  in  case  the  French  should  abandon 
and  destroy  the  fortificaticms,  &C.,  as  he  had  reason 
to  apprehend  they  would,  he  should  then  repair  it,  or 
construct  some  place  of  defence;  but  that  in  either 
case,  as  the  artiOery,  stores,.  &c  he  had  with  him 
would  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of 
his  plan,  he  was  determined  to  leave  none  of  them 
behind  him,  and  expected  to  have  all  his  wants  of 
that  kmd,  as  well  as  provisions  for  his  garrison,  sup- 
plied by  the  governments  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania;  and,  that  he  might  not  be  delayed  in 
his  operations,  those  thmgs  might  be  immediately  for* 
warded  to  him  under  proper  convoys ; '  **  adding,  that 
the  said  general  had  lately  received  intelligence,  whidi 
he  had  communicated  to  hhn,  that  the  French,  together 
with  their  IncBans,  intended  as  soon  as  the  army  was 
far  advanced  to  fall  upon  the  back  country ;  and  that, 
though  the  general  thought  it  a  bravadc^  he  also  thought 
it  advisable  to  take  all  possible  precautions  against  it ; 
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that  he  had  called  them  together  upon  this  applicatioQ 
and  mtelMgence ;  that  he  had  recommended  it  to  them 
to  enable  him  to  furnish  such  of  the  things  demanded 
as  were  proper  for  the  province,  and  to  conduct  them 
to  the  places  where  they  would  be  wanted,  which 
could  not  be  well  done  without  a  strong  guard;  as 
also,  by  a  militia  or  otherwise,  to  protect  the  said  back 
country  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemy ;  that,  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  general's  letter,  he  had  written  to 
the  governors  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  know  what 
shares  of  these  supplies  their  governments  would  re- 
spectively furnish;  that  he  needed  not  enforce  the 
point  by  any  other  arguments,  than  that  fort  Du- 
quesne  was  within  their  province,  and  that  the  great 
expense  the  nation  was  at  on  this  occasion  would  be 
thrown  away,  his  Majesty's  intentions  rendered  abcn*- 
tive,  and  his  arms  dishonored,  if  the  countries  the  said 
general  should  recover  were  left  in  such  a  naked  con- 
dition, that  the  French  might  take  possession  of  them 
again,  as  soon  as  the  army  should  be  withdrawn,  &c. 

A  very  little  skill  in  political  matters  would  have 
shown  those  concerned,  that  there  was  rather  more 
management  concealed  under  this  speech  than  was 
strictly  necessary,  and  put  them  on  their  guard  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  had  some  wisdom 
as  well  as  much  plamness;  and  therefore,  by  way  of 
preliminary,  desired  to  have  the  letter  in  their  custody, 
which  was  to  be  the  ground  of  their  proceedings. 
The  governor  hesitated ;  said  it  contained  many  mat- 
ters not  proper  to  be  made  public ;  that  it  would  not 
be  safe,  therefore,  unless  the  House  would  previously 
promise  him  it  should  not  be  printed ;  but,  however, 
he  would  show  it  to  a  committee,  if  the  House  would 
appoint  one  for  that  purpose.     The  House,   on  the 
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Other  hand,  renewed  their  request  in  writing,  alleged 
that  it  had  always  been  the  custom,  when  assemblies 
were  called  together  on  occasion  of  letters  received, 
to  communicate  those  letters ;  that  giving  a  committee 
a  sight  of  letter^  on  which  any  important  step  was  to 
be  taken,  did  not  seem  sufficient ;  but  that  the  letters 
should  lie  before  the  House  to  be  read  as  often  as 
necessary  to  the  right  understandmg  of  the  matters 
they  contsdned  or  required ;  that  the  governor  might 
safely  put  his  trust  in  the  prudence  of  the  House ;  in 
fine,  they  would  hear  of  no  alternative,  smce  the  im- 
portance of  the  contents  of  that  letter  had  been  urged 
as  the  reason  for  calling  them  together  at  so  unsea- 
sonable a  time  of  the  year ;  and,  as  they  could  not 
take  the  letter  into  consideration  without  seemg  it, 
they  hoped  he  would  not,  by  startmg  new  methods 
ci  proceeding,  and  engaging  them  in  trivial  disputes^ 
any  longer  obstruct  or  delay  the  public  service. 

This  was  done  the  16th.  The  next  day,  instead 
of  an  answer,  the  governor  sent  them  down  a  brace  of 
new  messages.  One  in  the  mommg,  giving  them  to 
understand,  ^^  That  the  roads  they  had  ordered  to  be 
made  to  the  Ohio  would  be  attended  with  a  much 
greater  expense  than  was  at  first  imagined ;  that  the 
money  sent  to  the  commissaries  was  already  spent; 
that  more  was  wanting;  and  that,  the  general  having 
discharged  the  soldiers*  wives  out  of  the  army,  with 
a  stoppage  of  one  shilling  steiiing  a  week  out  of  their 
husbands'  pay  for  their  subsistence,  it  would  become 
the  compassion  of  the  province  to  supply  what  would 
be  farther  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  '*  —  and  another 
in  the  afternoon,  containing  more  intelligence.  Intelli- 
gence he  himself  had  now  received,  and  had  forward- 
ed to  the  general ;  namely,  that  several  bodies  of  troops 
had  passed  fiom  Canada  over  the  Lake  Ontario  in 
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tbeir  way  to  the  Ohio,  to  join  the  forces  already  there; 
&at  the  French  were  doing  their  utmost  to  engage 
the  Indians  onthdr  side;  and,  rather  than  fail,  were 
determined  to  oppose  Gen^^  Braddock  with  the 
whole  force  of  Canada.  Containing  also  a  repetitiou 
of  what  in  effect  he  had  said  heSoce  coinc:eming  the 
back  country,  heightened  with  some  new  apprehen- 
sions, that,  when  the  troc^  were  removed,  the  ^lemy 
might  either  cut  off  or  gready  interrupt  their  commu^ 
nication  with  the  province,  which  might  be  every  way 
attended  with  fatal  consequences.  And  all  was  made 
use  of  to  authorize  a  fresh  demand  ibr  a  militia  law, 
and  a  new  demand  for  a  supply  to  enable  him  to  build 
strong  houses  on  the  new  road  to  the  Ohio^  and  to 
mflintain  such  a  number  of  men  as  should  be  neces- 
sary to  keep  the  communication  between  the  province 
and  the  army  open,  escort  provisions,  stores,  &&,  that 
the  general  might  neither  be  forced  to  weaken  his 
army  by  making  detachments  from  it,  nor  expose  those 
detachments  to  be  surprised  and  cut  off;  and  that  he 
might  occask)nally  make  use  of  them  as  auxyiaries  too^ 
in  case  the  numbers  brought  against  him  should  make 
such  a  reinforcement  necessary;  and  (after  having  rung 
all  the  changes  that  such  a  medley  of  demands  and 
suggestions  m  such  hands  was  capable  oQ  making 
the  province  answerable,  as  usual,  in  case  c(  noa- 
compliance,  for  all  mischiefs. 

On  the  21st,  however,  when  the  House  (having  ta* 
ken  mto  consideration^  that  the  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
given  to  the  King's  use  m  the  preceding  April,  and 
paid  out  of  the  money  in  the  disposition  of  the  House, 
which  wai^  ahnost  exhausted,  could  not  answer  all  the 
purposes  intended  by  the  bill  for  granting  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds,  to  which  the  governor  refua^  his 
assent)  had  abeady  pr^)ared  two  money  bills,  one  (or 
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Striking  ten  thousand  pounds  for  the  exchange  of  de- 
faced bills,  and  one  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  more 
for  the  King's  use,  the  governor's  answer  concerning 
General  Braddock's  letter  came.  And  therein  he  as- 
s^ed,  that  the  governor  for  the  time  being  had  a 
right  to  call  the  assembly  together  whenever  he  thought 
the  public  service  required  it;  that  his  speeches  or 
messages  were  a  sufficient  foundation  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed upon ;  that  they  having,  by  the  plenitude  of  their 
ovm  power,  not  only  given  their  orders  to  the  printers 
to  proceed  with  the  publication  of  the  secretary  of 
state's  letters,  m  contradiction  to  his  to  the  contraiy, 
but  also  claimed  a  right  of  doing  the  same  by  any 
other  papers  laid  before  them,  they  could  not  be  at 
a  loss  for  the  reason  of  his  caution  on  the  present- 
occasion;  that  he,  being  answerable  for  every  secret 
oi  state  that  should  be  communicated  to  him  for  the 
long's  service,  and  by  the  nature  of  his  station  the 
sde  and  only  judge  what  letters  and  papers  were 
proper  to  be  made  public,  did  expect  a  promise  of 
secrecy  fix)m  the  House,  either  verbal  or  otherwise, 
or  sc»nethmg  tantamount  to  it ;  and  that  otherwise  he 
should  not  cpmmunicate  it 

And,  on  the  26th  following,  the  assembly  returned 
their  answer.  In  the  opening  of  which,  having  ad- 
mitted the  governor's  right  or  power  to  call  them 
together,  they,  nevertheless,  msist  on  the  usual  man- 
ner of  exercising  it;  that  is  to  say,  with  a  proper 
regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  members  at  their 
harvest,  and  to  despatch,  when  necessarily  summoned 
at  that  or  other  unseasonable  times,  for  the  sake  of 
keepmg  up  a  good  understanding  between  the  gov- 
ernor and  them.  "  But,"  said  they,  "  should  our  gov- 
ernors consider  this  power,  as  a  power  of  bringmg  us 
together  at  a  great  expense  to  the  country,  merely  to 
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show  their  abilities  in  contriving  new  modes,  or  mak- 
ing new  demands  upon  the  people,  to  obstruct  the 
ends  of  their  meeting,  we  aqpprehend  it  will  answer  no 
valuable  purpose."  That  his  i^)eeches  and  messages 
were  a  sufficient  foundation  for  them  to  proceed  upon, 
they  also  admitted  to  be  occasionally  true;  but  then 
they  were  of  opinion,  on  the  contrary,  that  when  his 
writs  of  summons  were  founded  on  letters  or  advices, 
referred  to  in  his  said  speeches  and  messages,  they 
had  a  right  to  have  the  original  ps^rs  laid  before 
them ;  and  they  averred  this  had  ever  been  the  prac- 
tice in  their  {nx)vince;  so  that  a  different  conduct  at 
that  time  could  only  tend  to  obstruct  the  public  bu- 
siness before  them.  **If  governors^"  they  farther  inti- 
mated, ^^  might  differ  m  their  modes  of  conducting 
themselves,  according  to  the  different  reasons  for  choos- 
ing them  or  purposes  to  be  served  by  them,  it  became 
the  people  nevatheless  to  be  consistent  with  them- 
selves at  aU  times,  which  could  never  be  if  they  did 
not  make  original  papers  the  rule  of  their  proceeding. 
The  objection  drawn  from  their  printing  the  secretary 
of  state's  letter,  so  often  recurred  to  by  the  governor, 
though  so  fully  confuted,  they  would  not  aDow  to  be 
of  any  weight,  unless  he  could  show,  their  printing  it 
had  discovered  any  of  his  Majesty's  designs  and  com- 
mands, with  respect  to  the  French,  not  more  genarally 
known  before  by  his  own  messages,  the  public  prints, 
and  the  speeches  of  other  governors;  especially  as  it 
had  been  communicated  without  any  caution,  and  had 
been  printed  before  this  objection  of  his  was  known. 
Answerable  for  every  secret  of  state  communicated  to 
him  by  his  superiors  as  such,  they  seemed  wilUng  to 
aUow ;  but  such  as  he  was  enjoined  to  lay  before  the 
assembly,  they  contended,  were  so  to  be  laid  before 
them,  said  they  were  to  be  rei^nsible  for  the  use 
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made  of  them  afterwards.  And  as  to  his  sole  and 
only  power  of  judgmg  what  papers  were  fit,  and  what 
not,  to  be  laid  before  the  public,  they  so  far  disputed 
it,  as  to  except  such  papers  as  were  necessary  (or  their 
justification,  which,  they  presumed,  were  subject  to 
the  decisions  of  their  own  prudence  only,  wherein 
they  were  assured  he  might  very  safely  confide.'' 

The  more  trivial  this  dispute  may  appear,  the  more 
apparent  becomes  that  spirit  of  perverseness  which  the 
proprietaries  had  let  loose,  to  keep  the  iNX)vince  in  a 
perpetual  brofl ;  till,  weary  of  the  conflict,  they  should 
grow  tame  by  degrees,  and  at  last  crouch,  like  the 
camel,  to  take  up  what  load,  and  carry  it  what  length 
of  way,  their  driya*s  pleased. 

On  the  said  21st  of  June,  when  the  governor's  liti- 
gious message  thus  answered  came  down,  the  House 
sent  up  their  two  money  bills  with  a  message,  import- 
ing, that  the  several  services,  by  them  enumerated, 
havmg  almost  exhausted  thdu*  treasury,  they  had  sent 
up  a  new  bill  to  give  the  additicmal  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  for  those  purposes ;  in  which  bill,  said 
they,  (for  the  rest  of  the  message  shaU  be  given  in 
their  own  words,)  **  We  have  carefully  foUowed  the 
act  passed  by  Governor  Thomas,  in  1746,  for  grants 
ing  five  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's  use,  and  the 
other  acts  relating  to  our  bills  of  credit,  confirmed  by 
the  crown  on  the  20th  of  October,  1748 ;  fix)m  which 
acts  so  confirmed,  the  enacting  clauses,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  made  agreeable  to  our  present  circumstances, 
have  been  inserted  in  this  bill,  that  every  objection 
arising  from  the  royal  instruction  to  Colonel  Thomas, 
in  1740,  might  be  obviated  by  a  direct  decision  of 
the  highest  authority.  And  as  that  confirmation  of  our 
acts,  which  we  presume  will  have  its  due  weight  with 
our  governor,  may  be  more  certainly  knovm  to  him 
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than  it  appears  to  hare  hitherto  been^  we  take  the 
liberty  of  sendmg  him  the  original  confirmation. 

**We  have  only  to  entreat  the  governor  would  be 
pleased  to  give  this  bill  all  the  despatch  in  his  power, 
as  our  long  sitting  at  this  time  is  m  every  respect 
unseasonable,  and  the  presence  of  many  of  our  mem- 
bers is  now  absolutely  necessary  at  their  homes,  for 
the  better  security  of  their  harvests  under  their  pres- 
ent calamitous  circumstances." 

To  understand  what  is  here  meant  by  the  words 
calamitous  circumstances^  it  is  necessary  the  reada- 
should  be  mformed,  that  Pennsylvania,  having  been 
visited  this  year  with  a  severe  frost  and  drought,  which 
had  obliged  the  inhabitants  in  many  places  to  mow 
their  wheat,  in  order  to  supply  the  want  of  fodder 
for  their  cattle,  no  longer  abounded  in  bread-corn,  as 
it  usuaUy  does ;  and  very  melancholy  aqpprehensions  be- 
gan to  be  entertained,  that  the  miseries  of  scarcity 
would  be  superadded  to  those  of  war. 

From  the  21st  to  the  25th,  nevertheless,  the  gov- 
ernor brooded  over  the  two  bills  (viz.  the  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  bill  for  exchange,  and  the  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  bill  for  the  King's  use,)  and  then  sent 
down  a  message  acknowledging,  that  many  of  the  biDs 
of  credit  were  m  a  bad  condition ;  but  requiring  to  be 
first  satisfied,  how  much  of  the  money  formeriy  struck 
for  exchangmg  bills,  and  of  which  thi^e  thousand  three 
hundred  and  two  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence 
was  at  the  last  settlement  remainmg  in  the  hands  of 
the  trustees,  was  still  so  remainmg,  before  he  passed 
that  bin.  He  was  answered  the  same  day,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  computation  that  could  be  made, 
the  sum  was  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  two 
pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence.  Before  that 
answer  could  reach  his  hands,  his  secretary  was  de- 
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spatched  to  the  House  with  such  amendments  to  the 
other,  which  was  the  principal  bill,  as  he  was,  unques* 
tionably,  preconvinced  the  assembly  would  nerer  com- 
ply with.  And  that  this  is  no  uncharitable  or  unrea- 
sonable assertion,  is  manifest  from  the  idiole  tenor  of 
his  conduct,  which  was  demonstrably  such  as  would 
have  better  become  a  French  governor  than  an  Eng- 
lish one. 

The  assembly,  however,  bestowed  a  proper  time  of 
consideration  on  those  amendments,  and  then  acquaint- 
ed him  by  message,  that  they  adhered  to  their  bill  in  all 
its  parts ;  but  accompanied  this  declaration' with  a  ques- 
tion. Whether  he  would  pass  it  mto  a  law  as  it  then 
stood?  To  which  he  answered  first,  that  he  would 
take  it  into  consideration;  and  finally  gave  it  under 
his  hand,  that  he  adhered  to  his  amendments,  without 
assigning  any  reasons,  desiring  a  conference,  or  having 
recourse  to  any  other  expedient  usual  on  the  like 
occasions. 

The  ten  thousand  pounds  bill  for  exchanging  torn  and 
defaced  money,  met  with  a  better  late ;  for  after  some 
concessions  on  both  sides  it  was  passed  mto  a  law; 
and  this  was  almost  the  only  fiiiit  of  a  session  so  un- 
seasonably exacted,  and  introduced  with  such  extra- 
ordinary demands. 

Then  they  acquainted  the  governor  by  message, 
that  they  proposed  to  adjourn  to  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber then  next  ensuing;  and  the  governor  signified  in 
reply,  that  he  had  no*  objection  thereto. 

Notwithstanding  which  he  summoned  them  again  to 
meet  on  the  23d  of  July ;  and  they  met  accordingly, 
gave  him  notice  thereof  as  usual,  and  required  a  copy 
of  the  writs  by  which  they  were  summoned.  His 
answer  was  not  returned  till  the  next  day,  and  then 
what  he  said  was  to  this  effect ;  That  he  should  have 
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laid  the  busmess  he  had  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  before  them  the  day  preceding,  had  not  the 
shocking  news  he  had  received,  pre^nted  his  getting 
it  ready  time  enough ;  but  that  the  House  should  hear 
.from  him  that  morning,  and  also  have  the  copy  of  the 
writ  as  desired. 

This  shockmg  news  was  the  strange,  unprecedent- 
ed, ignommious  defeat  of  General  Braddock ;  and  what, 
if  possible,  is  more  shocking  still,  this  incident,  which, 
though  so  inconsiderable  to  the  whole,  struck  so  much 
horror  through  every  part,  had  no  more  effect  on  him 
than  the  miracles  of  Moses  had  on  the  heart  of  Pha- 
raoh. 

If  the  exposed  condition  of  the  province  had  before 
furnished  him  with  topics  for  levies  of  money  and 
troops,  and  for  placing  an  unlimited  confidence  in  him 
their  governor,  and  his  first  movers  the  proprietaries, 
he  now  thought  it  would  render  his  eloquence  irre- 
sistible ;  and  at  all  hazards  resolved  to  make  the  most 
of  it 

Fear,  though  most  an  enfeebler  of  any  of  the  pas- 
sions, has  the  strongest  dommion  over  us ;  and,  while 
we  are  scarce  half  of  ourselves,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered, that  we  become  the  property  of  anybody  else. 

With  a  face,  and  a  voice,  and  whatever  else  was 
suitable  for  the  practice  now  to  be  tried,  did  the  gov- 
ernor now  meet  the  assembly ;  and  having  despatched 
his  text  (the  defeat  of  Braddock)  m  less  than  six 
lines,  came  at  once  to  use  and  application  in  the  terms 
following;  "This  unfortunate  and  unexpected  change 
m  our  affairs  will  deeply  affect  every  one  of  his  Maj- 
esty's colonies,  but  none  of  them  m  so  sensible  a 
manner  as  this  province,  which,  having  no  militia,  is 
thereby  left  exposed  to  the  cruel  incursions  of  the 
French  and  their  barbarous  Indians,  who  delight  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OF    PENNSYLVANIA.  367 

shedding  human  blood,  and  who  make  no  distinction 
as  to  age  or  sex,  as  to  those  that  are  armed  agamst 
them,  or  such  as  they  can  surprise  in  their  peaceful 
habitations;  all  are  alike  the  objects  of  their  cru- 
elty, —  slaughtering  the  tender  infant  and  the  frighted 
mother  with  equal  joy  and  fierceness.  To  such  ene- 
mies, spurred  on  by  the  native  cruelty  of  their  tem- 
pers, encouraged  by  their  late  success,  and  haying 
now  no  army  to  fear,  are  the  inhabitants  of  this  prov- 
ince exposed;  and  by  such  must  we  now  expect 
to  be  overrun,  if  we  do  not  immediately  prepare  for 
our  own  defence ;  nor  ought  we  to  content  ourselves 
with  this,  but  resolve  to  drive  and  confine  the  French 
to  their  own  just  limits.'* 

Here  the  noble  example  of  the  eastern  governments 
(New  England),  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  keep  a  due 
distance  fix>m  their  borders,  was  recommended  and 
enforced ;  and  then,  returning  to  his  main  point,  he 
again  expatiated  thus;  "Allow  me  therefore.  Gentle- 
men, to  recommend  to  your  most  serious  consideration 
the  present  state  and  condition  of  your  country,  the 
danger  to  which  the  lives  and  properties  of  all  those 
you'  have  undertaken  to  represent,  stand  exposed  at 
this  critical  and  melancholy  conjuncture;  and  to  de- 
sire that  you  would  not,  by  an  ill-timed  parsimony,  by 
reviving  any  matters  that  have  been  in  dispute,  or 
fit)m  any  other  motive,  suffer  the  people  to  remain 
any  longer  undefended,  or  the  blood  of  the  mnocent 
to  be  shed  by  the  cruel  hands  of  savages.  There 
are  men  enough  in  this  province  to  protect  it  against 
any  force  the  French  can  bring,  and  numbers  of  them 
are  vnlling  and  desirous  to  defend  their  country  upon 
the  present  occasion ;  but  they  have  neither  arms,  am- 
munition, nor  discipline,  without  which  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  repel  an  active  enemy,  whose  trade  is  war. 
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I  therefore  hope,  that  you  will,  without  delay,  grant 
such  suf^lies  aa  may  enable  me  not  only  to  secure 
the  people  of  this  province,  but,  by  reinforcing  and 
assisting  the  King's  troops,  enable  them  to  remove  the 
French  from  their  present  encroachments. 

"If  something  very  effectual  be  not  done  at  this 
time  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  provmce,  the 
enemy,  who  know  how  to  make  the  best  use  of  a 
victory,  will  strengthen  themselves  in  such  a  manner, 
that  it  will  be  next  to  impossible  for  us  to  remove 
them." 

In  effect,  the  assembly  chose,  for  this  once,  to  be 
blind  to  the  artificial  part  of  his  speech,  and  to  dis- 
charge their  ovm  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  should 
leave  him,  even  on  his  own  premises,  inexcusable  f(x* 
any  failure  on  his  side. 

On  the  very  next  day  they  granted  an  aid  to  the 
crown  of  fifty  thousand  pounds ;  and  though  it  is  plam 
by  this  that  they  did  not  want  a  goad,  on  the  next 
following,  when  they  had  the  ways  and  means  of  rais- 
ing this  sum  under  consideration,  the  governs,  by 
message,  s^prized  them  that  Colonel  Dunbar,  with  the 
remainder  of  the  King's  forces,  had  reached  Fort  Cum- 
berland ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  his  circumstances  would 
admit,  he  intended  to  continue  his  march  to  Philaod- 
phia ;  and  that  he  had  laid  these  matters  before  them, 
that  they  might  faU  upon  measures,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, for  the  protection  of  the  western  fix>ntier. 

But  thb  had  not  the  desired  effect ;  for  the  assem- 
bly m  their  reply  most  rationally  suggested,  that  Colo- 
nel Dunbar's  forces  might  be  employed  on  this  ser- 
vice; and  requested  the  governor  to  make  use  of 
his  instances  accordingly.  This  he  could  not  refuse; 
but  the  sequel  may  show  how  litde  desirous  he  was 
of  having  the  province  defended  by  those  forces. 
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The  next  day,  whfle  the  House  was  debating  on 
the  ways  and  means,  among  which  one  was  known 
to  be  taxing  the  proprietary  estate  m  proportion  with 
others,  a  pompous  message  was  sent  down,  contain- 
mg  an  offer  on  the  part  of  the  proprietaries  of  one 
thousand  acres  of  land,  west  of  the  Allegheny  moun- 
tarns,  without  purchase-money,  and  hr  fifteen  years 
clear  of  quit-rents,  to  every  colonel  who  should  serve 
on  an  expedition  from  that  or  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces agamst  the  FrencH  on  the  Ohio;  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  each  lieutenant-colonel  and  major; 
five  hundred  to  each  captain,  four  hundred  to  each 
lieutenant  and  ensign,  and  two  hundred  to  every  com- 
mon soldier;  and  requiring  the  House  to  afford  some 
assistance  to  such  as  should  accept  the  same. 

To  make  up  weight,  a  letter  of  intelligence  fi*om 
an  Indian  trader  lately  returned  fi'om  Canada,  whither 
he  had  fled  to  avoid  being  apprehended  for  killmg  a 
man,  was  sent  along  with  this  message ;  and,  upon  the 
heels  of  both,  a  remonstrance  (not  a  petition)  was 
conjured  up,  from  sundry  mhabitants  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  (emigrants  from  the  famous  bor- 
ough of  Totness  it  must  be  presumed),  and  presented 
to  the  assembly,  containing  a  submisswe  conceit^  that 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  was  as  small  a  sum  as 
would  answer  the  present  exigency;  and  signifying 
the  willingness  of  the  presenters  to  contribute  their 
proportion  of  the  same,  or  of  a  larger  sum  if  neces- 
sary; not  to  msist  on  sundry  petitions  fix>m  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  three  townships ;  and  two  more  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Chester,  who  made 
it  their  prayer  to  be  fumbhed  with  arms  and  ammu- 
nition for  defence  of  their  houses  and  families. 

The  assembly,  in  the  mean  tune,  with  a  degree  of 
composure  and  steadiness,  which,  m  a  higher  orbit, 
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would  be  called  dignity  and  magnanimity,  deliyered 
their  sentiments  and  purposes  in  one  address  to  the 
governor,  in  the  following  concise  but  weighty  terms ; 
viz,  "We  have  deliberately  and  seriously  considered 
the  governor's  speech  of  the  24th  instant,  together  with 
the  letters  and  papers  he  has  been  pleased  to  lay 
before  us,  by  which  we  find,  that  the  defeat  of  the 
forces  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Braddock,  and  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Dunbar  to  Fort 
Cumberiand,  are  attended  with  very  shocking  circum- 
stances ;  nevertheless,  it  gives  us  real  satisfaction,  under 
this  unfortunate  and  unexpected  change  in  our  affairs, 
that  this  province  has  seasonably  and  cheerfully  com- 
plied with  the  demands  of  the  King's  forces,  and  that 
no  part  of  this  unhappy  defeat  can  be  laid  to  our 
charge. 

"  We  think  it  our  duty  on  this  occasion  to  be  neither 
parsimonious  ncur  tenacious  of  such  matters  as  have  be^i 
m  dispute,  and  are  now  under  the  consideration  (^ 
our  superiors ;  but,  reserving  to  ourselves  all  our  just 
rights,  we  have  resolved  to  grant  fifty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  King's  use,  by  a  tax  on  all  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estates  within  this  province,  in  which  we  shall 
proceed  with  all  possible  despatch ;  hoping  to  meet  in 
the  governor  the  same  good  dispositions  he  so  earnestly 
recommends  to  us. 

"The  governor's  call  of  our  House  at  this  time  is 
agreeable  to  us,  as  it  empowers  us  to  exert  ourselves 
yet  farther  in  the  service  of  our  country ;  and  the  like 
opportunity  given  to  the  lower  counties,  under  the 
governor's  administration,  we  doubt  not  will  be  accept- 
able to  them,  and  add  their  contribution  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  before  the  time  to  which  they  stand  ad- 
journed." 

And  now  a  plain,  unrefining  reader  would  thmk, 
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that,  the  danger  of  the  provmce  being  so  great  as 
the  governor  had  described  it,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  assembly  so  sincere  to  provide  for  its  security,  the 
issue  of  the  session  could  not  but  be  as  happy  as 
the  prospect  was  promising. 

The  very  reverse  of  this,  however,  happened  to  be 
the  case.  The  assembly  found  the  proprietaries  in 
possession  of  an  immense  estate,  in  lands  and  quit- 
rents;  this  estate  was  as  much  endangered  as  any 
other  estate,  and  was  to  be  defended  in  common  with 
the  rest ;  they  did  not  think  the  inunensity  of  it  gave 
it  any  title  to  any  exemption  of  any  kind,  and  they 
found  no  such  exemption  specified  in  any  of  their 
charters. 

Proceeding,  therefore,  by  the  rules  of  reason  and 
equity,  as  well  as  policy,  they  taxed  the  whole  land 
alike ;  and  subjected  the  proprietaries,  as  land-holders, 
to  a  proportional  share  of  all  the  claims  and  imposi- 
tions, which  their  deputy  would  have  exempted  them 
fix)m  as  governors  m  cldef,  and  was  so  strenuous  for 
imposing  on  the  people  alone ;  and  this  one  bitter  in- 
gredient was  mors  in  olld^  death  in  the  pot.  The 
burdens,  laid  by  the  proprietaries  or  by  proprietary 
power  on  the  province,  could  not  be  too  heavy;  but 
they  themselves  would  not  charge  a  finger  with  the 
least  part  of  the  weight  of  them. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  bill  was  sent  up,  it  was 
returned  with  such  amendments,  as  entirely  exonerated 
the  whole  proprietary  estate;  and  the  foQowmg  mes- 
sage was  immediately  prepared  by  the  assembly,  and 
despatched  to  the  governor,  to  wit; 

**May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"The  taxing  of  the  proprietary  estate  with  the  es- 
tates of  the  people  of  the  province,  for  their  common 
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security  m  this  time  of  immment  danger,  seems  to  us 
so  perfectly  equitable  and  just,  that  we  are  surprised 
the  governor  should  propose  it  as  an  amendment  to 
our  bill,*  that  the  proprietary  estate  be  in  this  instance 
exempted. 

"  As  the  occasion  urges,  we  are  extremely  desirous 
to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  a  conclusion  in  the 
business  of  this  sitting ;  and  do  therefore  entreat  the 
governor  would  be  pleased  to  acquaint  us  explicitly, 
whether  he  is  restricted  by  the  proprietaries  from  pass- 
ing the  bill  as  it  stands  in  that  particular,  though  it 
were  otherwise  consistent  with  his  judgment^  since  it 
will  only  waste  time  to  endeavour  to  convince  him  of 
its  reasonableness,  if  after  all  it  will  not  obtain  his 
assent 

^^Or,  if  it  be  possible  that  such  exemption  of  the 
proprietary  estate  from  its  share  in  the  common  ex- 
pense of  securing  the  whole,  should  appear  to  the 
governor  a  thing  right  in  itself,  we  would  then  request 
him  to  favor  us  with  the  reasons  of  his  opinion,  that 
we  may  take  them  hnmediately  into  consideration ;  for, 
till  this  matter  is  explained  and  understood,  we  thmk 
it  needless  to  consider  any  other  proposed  alterations.** 

To  this  the  governor  the  next  day  replied. 

"  GenUemen, 

"  In  answer  to  your  message  of  yesterday,  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  observe,  that,  in  the  proprietary  com- 
mission appointing  me  to  this  government,  there  is  a 
proviso  that  nothing  therem  contamed  shall  extend,  or 
be  construed  to  extend,  to  give  me  any  power  to  do 

*  The  bill  laid  the  tax  on  all  estates  real  and  peraonal  thron^hoat 
the  province,  the  proprietary  estate  ^'not  excepted."  The  amendment 
proposed  was  in  these  words,  ^  Dele  the  word  *nai'  and  insert  the  word 
*  <m^.' "    A  small  but  very  significant  alteration. 
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or  consent  to  any  act  whereby  the  estate  or  property 
of  the  proprietaries  may  be  hurt  or  encumbered ;  and, 
this  proviso  being  contained  in  the  body  of  the  com- 
mission from  which  I  derive  the  power  of  actmg  as 
governor,  it  is  not  only  the  highest  prohibition  to  me, 
but  any  law  that  I  may  pass  contrary  to  that  proviso, 
I  imagine,  would  be  void  in  itself  for  want  of  power 
m  me  to  give  it  a  being. 

^  But  had  I  not  been  thus  prohibited,  I  should  still 
have  thought  it  may  duty,  to  have  excepted  the  pro- 
prietary estate  from  the  levies  proposed  to  be  made, 
for  the  followmg  reasons. 

**1.  For  that  all  govemcnrs,  whether  hereditary  or 
otherwise,  are,  from  the  nature  of  their  office,  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  taxes ;  on  the  contrary,  revenues 
are  generally  given  to  them  to  support  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  government,  and  to  enable  them  to  do  the 
duties  of  their  station. 

*^  2.  For  that  this  exemption  from  taxes,  arising  from 
the  nature  of  government,  is  enf<Mx;ed  by  a  positive 
law  m  this  provmce,  which  expressly  declares,  that  the 
proper  estates  of  the  proprietaries  shall  not  be  liable 
to  rates  or  taxes. 

**3.  For  that  the  proprietaries,  by  their  governor, 
having  consented  to  a  law  for  vesting  in  the  people 
the  sole  choice  of  the  persons  to  assess  and  lay  taxes 
in  the  several  counties,  without  reserving  to  themselves, 
or  their  governor,  any  negative  upon  such  choice,  and 
this  concession  being  made  with  an  express  proviso, 
that  the  proprietary  estates  should  not  be  taxed,  it 
will  be  very  unreasonable  to  empower  such  persons 
by  a  law,  without  their  previous  consent,  to  tax  thek* 
estates  at  discretion. 

"  4.  For  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  constant  practice 
and  usage  m  this  and  all  the  proprietary  governments 
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upon  this  coBtbait^  so  f«r  m  I  have  bem  ifl3Ebniied» 
to  lay  any  tax  upon  the  lands  or  estates  of  the  pro- 
prietaries^ exercismg  the  govenounait  by  themadves  or 
their  lieutenants. 

^^  For  these  reasons  prinqpally  I  made  the  amend- 
ments, relating  to  the  pn^rietary  estate,  to  your  bill 
for  giving  fifly  thouismd  pounds  to  the  King's  use; 
and  I  hope,  Gentlemen,  they  will  be  sufficient  to  in- 
duce you  to  agree  to  those  amendments.  Were  the 
proprietaries  now  upon  the  spot,  I  know  their  love 
and  affection  for  this  country  to  be  such,  that  they 
would  do  any  thing  in  their  power  for  its  preservation 
and  safety ;  but»  as  they  are  not  here,  I  have,  on  their 
behali^  pn^posed  to  give  lands  west  of  the  All^heny 
mountains,  without  any  purchase-money,  and  free  from 
the  payment  of  quit-rents  for  fifteen  years  to  come, 
and  tl^n  not  to  exceed  the  common  quit-rent  in  this 
province.  The  particular  quantity  proposed,  as  an  ad- 
ditional encouragement  for  each  officer  and  sddier,  is 
expressed  in  a  message  to  you  upon  that  h^kL" 

And  the  next  day  but  one  the  assembly  rejcHned, 
^That  the  mtention  of  the  bill  was  not  to  hurt  or  en- 
cumber (it  being  as  little  m  their  power  or  mtention 
to  hurt  or  encumber  the  estates  of  their  constituents, 
as  in  the  governor's  to  hurt  or  ^cumber  the  prc^rie- 
tary  estate),  but  to  free  it  fixNn  hurt  and  encumbrance ; 
the  worst  of  encumbrances,  the  neighbourhood  ot  so 
mischievous  •an  enemy,  wh(^  as  they  had  he&k  repeat- 
edly told  by  the  governor,  had  taken  actual  possesion 
of  scHne  part,  rad  laid  claim  to  a  much  greats  part 
of  the  (ffoprietariea'  country ;  they  could  not  conceive 
how  the  giving  a  part  to  save  the  whde»  and»  in  the 
proprietaries'  ease,  not  only  to  save  the  wh^  but  to 
render  it  of  double  or  ^ble  valn^  could  prqperly  be 
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called  hor&ig  or  encumbering  an  estate;  that,  if  die 
argument  had  any  force,  it  had  the  same  force  in  be- 
half of  the  people ;  and,  consequendy,  be  ought  in 
duty  to  reject  both  parts  of  the  bill  for  the  same  ren* 
son ;  that  for  their  parts,  happening  to  think  otherwise, 
they  had  bid  the  tax  as  che^ully  on  their  own  estates 
as  on  those  of  their  constituents.'' 

^Tliat  the  proposed  grant  of  lands,  for  the  encour* 
agement  of  nuhtary  adventurers,  west  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains,  without  any  purchase-money,  was  as  i^so* 
lutely  irreconcilable  with  the  letter  cS  the  propietary 
proviso  in  his,  the  governor's  commission,  as  hb  assent 
to  the  tax  upon  their  estate  could  be  rqiresented  to 
be ;  diat  if  their  love  and  affection  for  their  country 
was  such,  that,  if  they  were  on  the  spot,  they  would 
do  any  thing  m  their  power  for  its  presoration ;  and 
if  the  governor,  presuming  on  that  love  and  affection, 
thought  hunself  at  liberty  to  dispense  veith  so  posidve 
a  prohibition,  it  might  be  asked,  why  could  he  not 
venture  to  do  the  same  in  one  instance  for  die  same 
reascm  as  in  the  other?  And  if  the  grant  of  lands 
would  be  vaM,  notwithstanding  such  prohibition,  why 
would  not  his  assent  to  die  bm  be  the  samel  That 
this  magnified  offer  had  m  reality  been  proposed  only 
to  make  the  taxing  of  the  proprietary  estate  appear 
less  reasonable ;  that  it  was  in  effect  an  offer  6[  amuse^ 
ment  only,  good  lands  not  being  so  much  as  specified ; 
and  as  good,  as  the  best  there,  being  to  be  had  in 
Virginia  (where  quit-rents  were  but  two  shiHings, 
whereas  the  commcm  quit-rents  in  Pennsyhama  w&re 
four  shillings  and  two  pence  sterling)  without  purchase- 
money,  and  with  the  same  exemption  of  that  quit-rent 
for  fifteen  years  to  come ;  so  that  the  encouragement, 
so  graciously  offered  to  those  adventura^  to  recover 
the  proprietaries'  lands  out  of  the  hands  of  die  enemy, 
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was  at  the  bottom  no  better  than  a  proposal  to  reward 
them  with  a  part  of  the  lands^  they  were  so  to  recoT^, 
at  more  than  double  the  price  demanded  in  the  neigh- 
homing  province,  without  any  of  the  risk  they  were  m 
the  present  case  to  be  exposed  to. 

**  That  the  governor,  being  vested  by  the  royal  char- 
ter itself  with  all  the  powers  granted  thereby,  for  the 
good  and  happy  government  of  the  province,  was  m 
full  capacity  to  pass  the  law  in  question,  the  proprie- 
taries having  no  authority  to  restrain  those  powers; 
and  all  such  restraints  having  been  already  considered 
and  declared  as  null  and  void.'' 

"That  they  did  not  propose  to  tax  the  proprietary 
as  governor^  but  as  a  fellow-subject,  a  land-holder,  and 
possessor  of  an  estate  m  Pennsylvania,  an  estate,  that 
would  be  moro  benefited  by  a  proper  application  of 
the  tax  than  any  other  estate  m  the  province;  that 
the  proprietary  did  not  govern  them ;  that  the  province^ 
at  a  large  expense,  supported  a  lieutenant  to  do  that 
duty  for  him ;  that  if  the  proprietary  did  govern  th^a 
in  person,  and  had  a  support  allowed  him  on  that 
account,  they  should  not  have  thought  it  less  reason- 
able to  tax  him  as  a  land-holder  for  the  security  of  his 
land ;  that  they,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  were 
also  allowed  wages  for  their  service  m  assembly ;  and 
yet  the  governor,  they  insinuated,  would  hardly  allow 
it  to  be  a  good  reason  why  their  estates  should  there- 
fore be  tax-free;  that  it  was  scarce  to  be  supposed 
the  proprietary  could,  from  the  nature  of  his  office, 
derive  higher  pretensions  than  the  Eang  himself;  and 
yet  that  the  King's,  tenants  were,  by  every  land-tax 
act,  empowered  to  deduct  the  same  out  of  their  rent; 
and  that  the  King's  receivers  were  obliged,  under  se- 
vere penalties,  to  allow  of  such  deductions ;  but  that 
this  was  not  the  first  mstance  by  many,  in  which  pro- 
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prietors  and  governors  of  petty  cokmies  have  assumed 
greater  powers,  privileges,  immunities,  and  prerogatives, 
than  were  ever  claimed  by  their  royd  mastar,  on  the 
imperial  throne  of  all  his  extensive  dominions.'' 

^  That  the  positive  law  of  this  province,  hinted  at 
by  the  governor  as  exemptmg  the  proprietaries'  estates 
from  taxes,  was  no  other  than  the  law  for  raising  county 
rates  and  levies,  which  were  in  the  same  act  appro- 
priated to  purposes  for  which  the  proprietaries  could 
not  reasonably  be  chaiiged  (as  wages  to  assembly-men, 
rewards  for  killing  wolves,  &c.),  not  a  general,  consti- 
tutional law  of  the  province ;  that,  by  a  positive  law, 
the  peq>le's  representatives  were  to  dispose  of  the  peo- 
ple's money,  and  yet  it  did  not  extend  to  all  cases  in 
government ;  that,  if  it  had,  amendments  of  another 
kmd  might  have  been  expected  from  the  governor; 
seeing,  that,  in  confederation  of  the  purposes  of  the 
grant,  they  had  allowed  him  a  share  in  the  disposition, 
and  that  he,  by  his  last  amendment,  proposed  also  to 
hav^  a  share  in  the  disposition  of  the  overphis,  if  any." 

"  That  they  begged  leave  to  ask,  whether,  if  the 
proprietary  estate  was  to  be  taxed  as  proposed,  it  would 
be  equitable  for  the  owner  to  have  a  negative  in  the 
choice  of  assessors,  since  that  would  give  him  half  the 
choice,  in  lieu,  perhaps,  of  a  hundredth  part  o(  the 
tax ;  that,  as  it  was,  he  bad  officers,  fii^ds,  and  other 
dependents,  in  every  county,  to  vote  for  him,  in  num- 
ber equal  to  the  prt^rtionaWe  value  of  the  share  of 
the  tax ;  that,  if  the  proprietary  dirunk  at  the  injustice 
of  being  taxed  where  he  had  no  choice  in  the  asses- 
sors, they  again  asked,  with  what  face  of  justice  he 
could  desire  and  insist  on  having  half  the  power  of 
disposing  of  the  mwiey  levied,  to  which  he  would  not 
contribute  a  farthing ;  that  there  was  great  impropriety 
m  saying,  that  the  prc^rietary  estate  was  by  this  act 
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to  be  taxed  at  diactetioiiy  seeing  the  a8ses$(xis  were  to 
be  upon  their  oaths  or  solemn  affirmations,  which  gave 
the  proprietary  as  good  security  for  equity  and  justice 
as  any  subject  in  the  Emg's  dommions." 

'^That  as  to  the  governor's  plea,  deduced  from  usage 
and  custom,  they  alleged,  usage  and  custom  against 
reason  and  justice  ought  to  have  but  little  weight; 
that  the  usage  of  exempdons  m  cases  where  the  pro- 
prietary estates  could  not  be  benefited  by  a  tax,  was 
not  in  point ;  that  if  it  was,  so  &r  as  regarded  the 
estates  of  persons  exercising  government  by  themselves 
or  lieutenant,  it  could  not  include  the  estates  of  pro- 
prietaries, who  not  only  did  not  exercise  government 
by  themselves,  but  would  moreover  restram  their  lieu- 
tenants from  exercbmg  the  just  powers  they  were 
vested  with  by  the  royal  charter.*' 

And  their  last  paragraph  was  at  once  so  cogent  and 
pathetic,  that  it  ought  to  be  given  in  their  own  words, 
which  cannot  be  amended,  to  wit; 

"On  the  whole,  we  beg  the  governor  would  again 
calmly  and  seriously  consider  our  bill,  to  which  end  we 
once  more  send  it  up  to  him.  We  know  that  without 
his  assent  the  money  cannot  be  raised,  nor  the  good 
ends  so  earnestly  desired  and  expected  from  it  be 
obtained,  and  we  fear  his  resolution  to  refuse  it  But 
we  entreat  him  to  reflect  with  what  reluctance  a  peo- 
ple, bom  and  bred  in  freedom,  and  accustomed  to 
equitable  laws,  must  undergo  the  weight  of  this  un- 
common tax,  and  even  expose  their  persons  for  the 
defence  of  his  estate,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  power 
only,  and  without  even  a  color  of  right,  should  refuse 
to  bear  the  least  share  of  the  burden,  though  to  re- 
ceive so  great  a  benefit!  With  what  spirit  can  they 
exert  themselves  in  his  cause,  who  will  not  pay  the 
smallest  part  of  their  grievous  expenses  1    How  odiou2» 
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must  it  be  to  a  sensible,  manly  people,  to  find  him, 
who  ought  to  be  their  father  and  protector,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  public  calamity  and  distress,  and  their  ten- 
derness for  their  bleeding  country,  to  force  down  their 
throats  laws  of  imposition,  abhorrent  to  common  jus- 
tice and  common  reason  I   Why  will  the  governor  make 
himself  the  hateful  mstrument  of  reducing  a  free  peo- 
ple to  the  abject  state  of  vassalage ;  of  depriving  us 
of  those  liberties,  which  have  given  reputation  to  our 
country  throughout  the  world,  and  drawn  inhabitants 
from  the  remotest  parts  of  Europe  to  enjoy  them? 
Liberties,  not  only  granted  us  of  favor,  but  of  right ;  lib- 
erties, which  in  effect  we  have  bought  and  paid  for,  since 
we  have  not  only  performed  the  conditions  on  which 
they  were  granted,  but  have  actually  given  higher  prices 
for  our  lands  on  their  account ;  so  that  the  proprietary 
famiily  have  been  doubly  paid  for  them,  in  the  value 
of  the  lands,  and  in  the  increase  of  rents  with  increase 
of  people.     Let  not  our  affections  be  torn  in  this  man- 
ner from  a  family  we  have  long  loved  and  honored  I 
Let  that  novel    doctrine,  hatched  by  their  mistaken 
friends,  *  that  privileges,  granted  to  promote  the  settle- 
ment of  a  country,  are  to  be  abridged  when  the  set- 
dement  is  obtained,'  iniquitous  as  it  is,  be  detested  as 
it  deserves,  and  banished  from  all  our  public  councils ! 
And  let  the  harmony,  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of 
both  governors  and  governed,  be  once  again  restored ; 
since  it  can  never  be  more  necessary  to  our  affairs 
than  in  their  present  melancholy  situation!    We  hope 
the  governor  will  excuse  some  appearance  of  warmth, 
in  a  cause  of  all  others  in  the  world  the  most  interest* 
ing;  and  believe  us  to  be,   with  all  possible  respect 
and  duty  to  the  proprietary  family  and  to  himself,  his 
and  their  sincere  friends  and  well-wishers/' 
The  governor,  on    the  other  hand,  to  find  them 
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emplojrment  while  he  had  this  puzzling  psf)er  under 
his  consideration,  called  upon  them  again  in  his  Maj* 
esty's  name,  like  any  constable,  to  put  the  province 
mto  a  posture  of  defence  by  establishing  a  mSitia,  so 
as  that  a  due  regard  might  be  had  to  scrupulous  c<m- 
sciences;  and  demanded  an  explicit  answer. 

Thb  was  done  August  9th,  bemg  Saturday ;  on  the 
Monday  following,  he  gave  them  to  understand,  by 
another  message,  that,  being  quite  uncertain  what  ef- 
fect his  letters  to  Colonel  Dunbar  with  regard  to  the 
posting  his  troops  on  the  western  fixmtiers  would  have ; 
havmg  also  been  required  by  him  to  provide  quarters 
for  his  troops,  and  havmg,  upon  application  to  the 
mayor  and  corporation  of  Philadelphia  to  provide  quar- 
ters for  them  accordingly,  been  told,  that  they  knew 
of  no  law  to  authorize  them  for  so  domg ;  a  law  would 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and  recomm^oided  it  to 
them  to  prepare  one,  those  troops  being  then  npoB. 
their  mardi  mto  the  provmce,  whether  they  wete  to 
remam  there  or  not 

And  on  the  morrow  he  plyed  them  with  another 
teaser;  which,  together  with  the  assembl3r*s  answer  (rf 
the  same  day,  and  his  rejoinder  of  the  16th,  shidl  be 
given  in  the  respective  terms  they  were  deHv^ed. 

"  Gentlemen, 

^  I  am  importuned  by  the  Indians,  to  let  them  know 
what  it  is  this  government  has  to  impart  to  them.  If 
they  can  be  made  hearty  for  us,  they  may  prevent  a 
great  deal  of  mischief,  engage  other  Indians  in  our 
favOT,  and  be  prepared  for  any  other  service  that  we 
may  thmk  proper  to  employ  them  in. 

<^To  do  this  will  require  great  skill,  and  an  open 
hand,  for  presents  they  certamly  expect,  and  wiH  not^ 
at  this  time,  be  satbfied  with  smaH  ones. 
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"  The  Owendaets  came  on  our  mvitation,  and  such 
terms  must  therefore  be  offered  them  as  wiQ  effectually 
engage  their  friendship;  the  matter  cannot  now  be 
minced,  neither  with  them  nor  the  other  nations.  Tou 
will  therefore  please  to  consider  this  matter  well,  and 
give  me  your  sentiments  and  counsel  in  this  nice  and 
critical  situation  of  our  affairs." 

The  Assembly's  Answer. 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"  The  secretary,  by  a  verbal  message  from  the  gov- 
ernor, on  the  20th  of  December  last,  acqusdnted  the 
House,  *  that  Scaroyady's  son-in-law  was  charged  with 
a  message  from  the  Owendaets,  to  inquire  what  their 
brethren  the  English  designed  to  do  in  regard  to  the 
late  encroachments  of  the  French;  and  havmg  heard, 
since  he  came  to  town,  that  the  King  of  England  in- 
tended to  send  over  a  number  of  troops  to  assist  in 
repelling  those  mvaders,  he  was  willing,  if  the  gover- 
nor thought  proper,  to  return  to  his  nation,  and  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  joyful  news ;  the  governor  there- 
fore desired  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether  it 
would  be  most  advisable  for  Scaroyady's  son-in-law 
to  return  now  to  the  Ohio,  or  go  to  Onondago  with 
Scaroyady.'  Whereupon  the  House  gave  for  answer, 
that  it  was  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  most  proper 
for  Scaroyady's  son-m-law  to  return  to  the  Ohio  as 
soon  as  conveniently  he  could.  This  is  all  the  part 
our  House  have  had  m  relation  to  the  Owendaets; 
neither  did  we  know  of  the  least  intention  of  inviting 
them,  or  any  others;  so  that  as  they  are  now  come 
down  without  our  knowledge  or  request,  entirely  upon 
the  governor's  mvitation,  it  is  some  surprise  to  us  to 
find  the  Indians  should  have  reason  to  unportune  him, 
or  that  he  should  be  at  any  loss  to  know  what  it  is  he 
has  to  impart  to  them  on  this  occasion. 
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'^Our  conduct  towards  the  Indians  in  onr  aEance 
has  been  always  candid,  and  free  from  any  sid^terfuge 
whatever;  so  that  we  do  not  undaistand  what  the  gor- 
emor  would  mean  by  telling  us  ^that  d^  matter  can- 
not be  now  minced,  neither  with  them  nor  the  other 
naticms.'  And  we  are  likewise  at  a  loss  to  concave 
why  they  should  expect  great  presents  from  us,  who 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  mtentibn  of  their  coming. 

^  The  governor  has  been  pleased  to  refuse  his  assent 
to  our  bills  which  had  provided  for  Indian  and  other 
expenses;  and,  as  our  treasury  is  exhausted  by  the 
rery  heavy  charges  for  the  Eang's  service,  these  Indi- 
ans are  come  among  us  at  a  very  unfortunate  time, 
when  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  supply  them  m  the 
manner  we  are  mdbed  to  do ;  however,  we  vnSl  do  all 
diat  can  be  reasonably  expected  from  us,  and  must 
leave  the  rest  to  be  suj^lied  by  Ae  proprietaries,  whose 
mterest  is  at  least  as  much  concerned  as  ours  in  en- 
gaging the  affections  of  the  Indians  at  this  time.'' 

The  Govemor^s  Rejomder. 
*  Gentl^nen, 

^  If  my  message  gave  you  room  to  tlunk  that  the 
Owendaets  came  here  on  a  particular  mvitation  of  mme, 
at  this  time,  I  have  led  you  mto  a  mistake.  They  set 
out  from  their  country,  as  they  have  informed  me,  on 
the  plan  set  forth  in  the  minutes  of  council  of  the  20th 
and  24th  of  December  last,  which  were  laid  before 
you. 

**The  other  Indians,  at  their  request,  accompanied 
them  hither  as  they  were  strangers;  and  Scaroyady 
says,  he  has  some  particular  business  to  transact  with 
this  government  I  have,  in  the  name  of  the  province, 
given  thanks  to  the  Owendaets  for  this  kind  visit,  and 
to  those  of  the  Six  Nations  that  were  with  our  army 
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m  the  late  action ;  assured  them  all  of  the  affections 
of  the  English ;  recommended  to  them  to  continue 
firm  in  their  attachment  to  us ;,  and  given  them  room 
to  expect  some  presents  as  a  token  of  our  regard. 

*  As  the  treasury  is  exhausted,  i  caa  only  sajr,  that 
I  wiQ  readily  pass  a  bilt  for  striking  any  sum,  in  ps^r 
money,  the  present  exigency  may  require,  provided 
funds  are  estabfished  for  sinking  die  same  in  five  years. 

"The  secretary  will  communicate  to  you  what  was 
said  to  the  Indians  yesterday,  and  I  shall  lay  before 
you  what  may  further  pass  between  u^  and  earnestly 
recommend  it  to  you  to  enable  me  to  send  these  peo- 
ple away  perfectly  satisfied.'' 

Ifi  this  interval  also,  the  governor,  m  smother  written 
message^  did  his  utmost  to  refute  the  arguments  urged 
by  the  ass^nbly,  to  justify  dieir  claim  to  tax  the  pro- 
pffietary  estate ;  but,  as  the  papa*  is  long,  and  the  as- 
sembly's answer  to  it  much  longa* ;  as  the  dispute  was 
again  and  again  revived,  and  a  thousand  ways  diver- 
sified; as  the  data  adfeady  before  us  afford  sufficient 
grounds  for  a  fiBur  decision ;  and  as  it  would  require 
the  i^ilegm  of  a  Oeraian  to  wade  through  all  the  min- 
utenesses of  it,  all  these  pieces  may  be  coQected  in  an 
Appendix,  for  the.  sake  of  those  so  fond  of  precision, 
that  they  cannot  be  satbfied  unless  they  see  the  whole 
of  a  controversy  together.* 

*  The  reaions  here  adraneed,  for  thratnaf  theee  pspere  into  an  Ap- 
pendix, are  raffident  for  eTwImiing'  Hbem  entiTely  from  a  permannit 
collection  of  Franklin's  Works.  They  are  wholly  ocaapied  with  a  con- 
txoyeisy  between  ihe  governor  and  assembly  of  Pennsylvank,  on  a 
topic  of  local  andtemporaiy  interest^  and  ran  into  details  as  tedious  as 
tbqr  ve  nnpcofitable.  The  merits  of  the  controversy^  and  idl  the  points 
of  argument,  are  stated  in  the  text  The  following  are  the  titles  of 
the  papers  alladed  to* 

L  <«  Message  from  Govenwt  Moms  to  tfte  AflMohly,  Angost  Idtfa^ 
175S. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


384  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 


CHAPTER    X. 

The  Governor  caUs  upon  the  House  to  provide  for  the  Secarity  of  the 
back  Inhabitants.  A  Remark  thereon.  He  embarrasses  them  with 
Petitions  from  certain  Persons  requiring  to  be  armed.  A  Proposal 
from  certain  Gentlemen  of  Philadelphia  to  subscribe  Five  Hundred 
Pounds  in  Lieu  of  the  Proprietaiy  Proportion  of  the  Tax.  The  As- 
sembly send  up  their  Bill  to  the  Governor  again,  together  with  the 
said  Proposal.  Their  Message  to  the  Governor.  Some  seasonable 
Remarks.  The  Governor's  verbal  Answer  to  the  Assembly^  Mes- 
sage. He  contends  for  a  Militia.  The  Assembly  order  One  Thoa- 
sand  Pounds  to  arm  the  back  Inhabitants.  They  signify  their  Pur- 
pose to  Adjourn.    Their  Proceedings  at  the  next  Meeting. 

The  assembly,  however,  on  the  very  day  that  they 
received  the  governor's  paper,  prepared  him  to  ex- 
pect a  full,  and  as  they  hoped,  a  satisfactory  answer; 
and  in  order  that  the  public  busmess  of  the  greatest 
importance  might  not  any  longer  be  delayed  by  such 
disputes,  took  leave  to  acquaint  him,  **That  the  bill 
they  had  sent  up  to  him  was  a  money  bill,  granting 
fifty  thousand  pounds  to  the  Ij^g's  use,  which  they 
saw  no  reason  to  alter;  that  they,  therefore,  adhered 
to  their  bill,  and  desired  the  governor  would  be  pleased 
to  give  his  final  answer,  whether  he  would  pass  it  at 
not,  as  it  then  stood/' 


2.  <<  The  Assembly's  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Message,  Aagost  19Ul 
a  «  The  Governor's  Reply,  September  24th. 

4.  **  The  Assembly's  Rejoinder,  September  29th. 

5.  *^  Extracts  from  the  Votes  of  the  Assembly,  September  SQth." 

'  Any  person,  wishing  to  examine  the  subject,  may  of  course  find  these 
documenis  in  the  original  edition  of  the  Historical  Rkticw.  They 
are  also  contained  in  Mr.  Duane's  edition,  printed  in  Philadelphia,  1806. 
And  again  in  his  second  edition  of  Franklin's  Works,  Vol.  IL  p.  198. 
See  likewise  **  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Rqpresentathes 
of  Pennsylvama,^  under  the  respective  dates  as  ^ven  above ;  and  the 
jPennsylvania  Qaxette  for  August  and  September,  1755.  —  £ditok. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OP   PENNSYLVANIA.  386 

And  upon  the  next,  the  goyemor  signified  in  writ- 
mg,  to  the  assembly,  ^That,  having  amended  the  bill 
for  raismg  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and  not  being  yet 
satisfied  that  it  was  in  his  power,  or  consistent  with 
his  trust,  to  pass  it  without  these  amendments,  what- 
ever he  might  be  when  he  should  hear  what  they  pro- 
posed to  say  to  him  upon  that  head,  he  thought  it 
necessary,  in  answer  to  their  message  of  the  day  be- 
fore, to  mform  them,  that  he  did  adhere  to  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  so  by  him  made." 

This  message  was  also  accompanied  by  another,  in 
which  the  governor  specifies,  "That  he  had  received 
a  letter  firom  Colonel  Dunbar  in  answer  to  the  propo- 
sition he  had  made  to  him  [at  the  instance  of  the 
assembly,  should  have  been  acknowledged,]  for  post- 
ing part  of  his  troops  on  the  western  frontier,  signi- 
fjing,  that  he  was  willing  to  employ  them  in  the  best 
manner  he  could,  for  the  honor  of  his  master  and  the 
service  of  the  public,  and  enclosing  the  opinion  of  a 
council  of  war,  by  which  he,  the  govOTDor,  was  desired 
to  give  them  a  meeting  at  Shippensburg,  where  they 
would  wait  till  he  could  join  them ;  and  that  he  should 
readily  have  gone  thither  for  that  purpose,  had  he  not 
received  another  letter  fix)m  Governor  Shirley,  (m  an 
swer  to  one  of  his,  requesting  orders  for  employmg 
the  remainder  of  the  two  English  regiments  in  pro- 
tecting the  frontiers  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  prov- 
inces,) in  which  he  said,  he  thought  it  for  his  Majes- 
ty's service  to  employ  those  troops  another  way,  as 
those  provmces  were  populous  enough  to  protect  them- 
selves ;  and  therefore  had  sent  orders  to  Colonel  Dun- 
bar, under  cover  to  him,  to  march  his  troops  to  that 
city;  which  he  had  [already]  forwarded  to  him;  and 
that,  as  the  march  of  these  troops  would  leave  the 
western  fi*ontier  exposed  to  the  French  and  Indians* 

VOL.  in.  49  GO 
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he  thought  it  his  duty  to  communicate  those  matters 
to  them,  that  they  might,  as  soon  as  possible,  make 
provision  for  the  security  of  the  back  inhabitants^  and 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  during  their  march 
through  the  province,  which  might  prevent  great  mis- 
chiefs to  the  people  inhabiting  near  the  road  fiom 
Shippensburg  to  Philadelphia." 

So  that  the  march  of  our  own  troops  is  here  dis- 
coursed of  in  such  language  as  renders  it  doubtful  for 
a  moment,  whether  he  is  not  speaking  of  the  enemy. 
Governor  Shiriey's  thoughts  are  immediately  received 
as  laws;  Governor  Morris  has  not  a  thought  to  sug- 
gest to  the  contrary ;  it  was  for  the  King's  service  to 
leave  a  province,  actually  invaded,  as  the  last  of  these 
governors  had  over  and  over  again  asserted  to  the 
assembly,  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy ;  and 
though  provision  had  been  at  first  made  for  having 
four  regiments  to  carry  on  the  war  in  these  provinces, 
these  prov'mces  were  now  all  at  once  supposed  to  be 
in  a  condition  to  cover  themselves,  though  some  of  them 
had  not  yet  armed  a  man,  or  beat  a  drum. 

Out  of  all  which,  such  a  jumble  of  ideas  encount^ 
each  other,  and  such  a  variety  of  doubts  and  suspickms 
arises,  that  one  cannot  help  wondering  that  the  assem- 
bly did  not  call  for  these  several  letters,  and  firom  the 
evidence  of  their  own  eyes,  and  their  own  understand- 
ings, form  such  a  remonstrance  as  would  have  dis- 
played the  whole  state  of  things  in  its  proper  colors. 

In  this  one  mstance,  therefore,  it  may  not  be  irra- 
tionally supposed,  that  their  usual  sagacity  fafled  them; 
and  this  failure  was  no  sooner  discovered,  than  the 
governor  came  upon  them  with  another  message  im- 
porting, "That  his  secretary  would  lay  before  them 
the  copies  of  sundry  petitions,  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to    him  Srom    several    parts   of  the  province. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OP  PENNSYLVANIA.  387 

representing  thcdr  naked  and  defenceless  condkion,  and 
praying  to  be  enabled  to  defend  themselves,  which 
they  were  sensible  was  not  in  his  power  to  comfdy 
with ;  that  he  would  also  lay  before  them  a  letter  from 
one  John  Hanis,  giving  an  account  of  a  laige  party 
of  Indians  actually  set  out  from  the  French  fort  with 
a  design  to  fall  upon  and  destroy  the  inhabitants  o( 
this  and  the  neighbouring  i»x)vinces;  that  they  had 
this  piece  of  intelligence  as  he  had  received  it ;  that 
they  would  form  their  own  judgments  upon  it;  that 
for  his  part  he  thought  it  probable ;  and  that  therefore 
he  recommended  it  to  them  to  take  immediate  thought 
about  it,  as  the  consequence  would  be  v^  terrible  to 
the  inhabitants,  if  the  account  should  prove  true,  and 
it  could  do  them  no  mjury  to  be  upon  their  guard,  if 
it  should  prove  false.** 

This  was  dated  the  15th.  The  16th  he  farther  gave 
them  to  understand,  ^That  he  found,  by  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Governed  Lawrence,  of  Nova  Scotia, 
-to  Lieutenant-Governor  Phips,  of  New  England,  sent 
by  Governor  Delancey,  of  New  York,  to  him^  that  the 
French  at  Louisburg,  were  in  such  distress  for  want 
of  provisions,  that,  if  a  supply  could  be  prevented,  they 
might  be  reduced  to  a  necessity  of  giving  it  up  to  us; 
and  that,  therefore,  he  recommended  it  to  them  to 
think  of  some  proper  law,  that  their  bemg  supplied 
from  Pennsylvania  might  be  more  effectually  pre* 
vented.** 

And  on  the  19th  he  agam  notified,  ^That  he  had 
received  letters  by  express  from  Govemw  Shirley, 
[which  however  he  did  not  communicate,]  acquainting 
him,  that  he  had  wrote  to  Colonel  Dunbar,  that  it 
appeared  clear  to  him  (Shirley),  as  there  would  be 
four  months  of  good  weather  before  the  wint^  set  m, 
that  with  the  number  of  forces  the  Cokmel  then  had^ 
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and  the  assbtances  he  might  have  fix)m  Fennsylyania, 
Maryland,  and  Vkginia,  he  might  yet  have  it  in  his 
power  to  retrieve  the  loss  sustained  m  the  late  defeat, 
by  proceeding  to  fort  Duquesne,  and  had  sent  him 
orders  for  that  purpose ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  this, 
he  had  said  to  him,  that  it  would  dq)end  on  those 
several  provinces  to  assist  Cobnel  Dunbar  with  re- 
inforcements, provisions,  ammunition,  artillery,  ordnance 
stores,  caniages,  horses,  and  all  other  things  to  fit  hun 
out  i6c  his  march,  &c.,  and  that  he  had  wrote  to  the 
same  effect  to  Governor  Dmwiddie  and  Governor  Sharpe, 
whose  assistance,  with  that  of  Pennsylvania,  he  entirely 
relied  upon  at  that  extraordinary  crisis;  that  he  must 
therefore  recommend  it  to  them,  to  enable  him  to  do 
the  several  things  so  expected  of  them,  to  take  the 
matter  into  immediate  consideration,  and  give  hhn  their 
answer  thereto,  that  he  might  send  it  forward  to  Colo- 
nel Dunbar,  and  the  ssdd  governors  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  whose  measures  would,  m  a  great  measure, 
depend  on  what  he  should  be  enabled  to  do." 

Now  General  Shirley  himself,  in  the  state  of  his  own 
conduct,  which  he  has  lately  l^d  before  the  public, 
says,  first,  that  Colonel  Dunbar  did  not  receive  any 
<»xlers  whatever  from  hhn  till  about  the  middle  of  Au- 
gust, at  which  time  he  had  advanced  far  in  his  march  to 
Philadelphia ;  and  secondly,  that  the  (xtiers  he  then  sent 
him,  were  to  march  his  troops  to  Albany,  there  to  be 
ready  to  assbt  either  in  the  expedition  against  Niagara 
or  Crown  Point  as  his  Majesty's  service  should  require, 
or  at  least  cover  the  country  m  case  Major-General 
Johnson  should  be  defeated  by  the  French,  &c. ;  nor 
does  he  mention  one  word  of  the  assistances  he  ex- 
pected, or  had  required,  of  the  swd  provinces. 

The  General,  nevertheless,  might  possibly  have  sent 
such  orders  subsequent 
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The  assembly  did  not,  however,  start  any  scruple 
on  this  head;  but,  as  before,  took  all  upon  content; 
and  behaved  m  every  respect,  as  if  they  were  alto- 
gether as  solicitous  to  tax  themselves,  as  their  pro- 
prietaries. 

To  render  this  undeniable,  an  instance  of  a  veiy 
singular  kind  is  now  to  be  brought  forward.  Certain 
gentlemen  of  Philadelphia,  not  of  the  assembly,  to  the 
number  of  twenty,  subscribed  in  various  proportions, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  two  pounds,  ten  shillings ; 
and  made  a  tender  of  it  to  the  House  with  the  follow- 
ing proposal,  to  wit; 

"We  the  subscribers  observe,  with  great  concern 
that  the  governor  and  assembly  differ  in  opmion,  in 
respect  to  the  taxing  the  proprietaries'  estate ;  and  lest 
by  such  difference  in  opinion  the  bill  for  raismg  fifty 
thousand  pounds  for  his  Majesty's  service  should  not 
take  effisct; 

"And  as  the  assembly,  in  tibeir  message  to  the  gov- 
ernor, seem  to  be  of  opinion,  that  were  the  proprieta- 
ries' lands  to  be  taxed,  the  sum  would  not  exceed 
five  hundred  pounds;* 

"We,  rather  than  the  least  check  should  be  given 
to  his  Majesty's  service  at  this  time  of  imminent  dan- 
ger, by  a  matter  so  very  trifling,  do  hereby  promise 
and  engage  to  pay  five  hundred  pounds,  money  of 
Pennsylvania,  into  the  public  stock,  for  the  King's  use, 
in  lieu  of  what  the  proprietaries  would  pay  as  their 
part  of  the  fifty  thousand  pounds,  were  their  lands  to 
be  taxed. 


•  This  however  was  a  forced  construction  put  on  the  words  of  the 
assembly  by  these  iHends  of  the  proprietary ;  and  it  appears  by  an  act 
afterwards  passed,  that  ^ve  thousand  pounds,  and  not  five  hundred 
pounds,  was  looked  upon  and  accepted  as  an  equivalent  for  the  pro- 
prietaries of  a  sixty  thousand  pounds  tax. 

GG* 
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^And  as  we  declare  the  abs^ice  of  the  honorable 
the  proprietaries  to  be  our  motive  for  makiiig  this  pro- 
posal, bemg  well  assured,  that,  were  they  present,  it 
would  have  been  altogether  unnecessary  ;  we  doubt 
not  but  they  will  honorably  acquit  every  subscriber  of 
this  expense.** 

The  House,  takmg  it  into  consideration,  resolved, 
^That  such  a  proposal  to  this  House  is  improper,  as  this 
House  is  destitute  of  the  necessary  information  to  assess 
any  estate  duly,  and  neither  can  n(»*  ought  to  assess 
the  proprietaries'  estate  at  the  sum  proposed,  or  at  any 
other  sum  whatever;  and  as,  in  case  the  subscribers 
should  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  subscribed,  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  this  House,  not  being 
a  body  incorporate,  to  sue  them  for  the  same.  But,  as 
the  House  presumes,  that  the  said  proposal  may  have 
arose  from  the  subscribers'  judgment  of  the  equity  of 
taxmg  the  proprietaries'  estate  equally  with  all  others 
in  this  provmce,  for  their  common  safety,  ordered,  that 
the  said  proposal  be  sent  up  to  the  governs  as  a  fur- 
ther security  to  him,  m  case  he  should  give  his  assent 
to  the  bill  for  raising  fifty  thousand  pounds  for  the 
Bang's  use,"  &c. 

And  havmg,  on  the  19  th,  prepared  a  suitable  mes- 
sage, they  sent  it  up  together  with  their  bill,  to  the  gov- 
ernor, under  a  strong  expression  of  hope,  that,  with  this 
further  security  he  would  cheerfully  give  his  assent 
to  it 

At  the  same  time,  also,  m  a  separate  message,  they 
farther  apprized  him,  "That  they  had  taken  his  mes- 
sage concerning  Governor  Shirley's  orders  into  con- 
sideration; and  that  it  was  their  opinion,  his  giving 
assent  to  their  bill,  which  they  earnestly  requested  of 
him,  would  enable  him  to  do  every  thing,  which  could 
be  reasonably  expected  from  them." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OP    PENNSYLVANIA.  391 

And,  that  he  might  not  serve  any  insidious  purpose 
by  his  message  concerning  Louisbuig,  they  sent  him 
the  foUowmg  answer,  in  which  they  at  once  corrected 
his  'state  of  the  fact  by  inserting  the  very  words  of 
Governor  Lawrence's  letter,  and  left  him  to  answer  for 
his  deviation. 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"We  have  considered  the  govemor^s  message  of 
the  16th  instant,  with  the  extract  from  Governor  Law- 
rence's letter  to  Governor  Phips,  m  which  it  is  ob- 
served, 'that  if  the  excellent  laws  prohibitmg  the 
transportation  of  provisions  to  Loubburg  continue  in 
force  for  two  months  longer,  there  is  a  probability  that 
the  governor  of  that  place  will  be  obliged  to  present 
the  keys  of  the  garrison  to  Mr.  Boscawen.'  And  our 
governor  is  pleased  to  recommend  it  to  us,  to  thmk 
of  some  proper  law,  that  may  most  effectually  prevent 
their  being  supplied  from  this  province ;  but,  as  an  act 
passed  this  House,  and  received  the  governor's  assent, 
at  our  last  sitting,  entitled,  *  An  Act  to  continue  an  act, 
entitled.  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions, 
naval  or  warlike  stores,  from  this  province  to  Cape 
Broton,  or  to  any  other  dominions  of  the  French  King, 
or  places  at  present  in  possession  of  any  of  his  sub- 
jects,' by  which  the  act  contmued  will  be  m  force  at 
least  ten  months  to  come,  and  has  been,  as  far  as  we 
know,  effectual  for  the  purposes  intended ;  and  as  the 
governor  has  not  pointed  out  to  us  any  defect  in  that 
act,  nor  has  any  occurred  to  us,  we  cannot  at  present 
think  what  law  can  be  made  more  effectually  to  pre- 
vent that  place  bemg  supplied  with  provisions,  &c. 
from  this  province." 

And  now  the  period  was  come,  when  all  capable  of 
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conTiction,  were  to  be  convinced,  that,  diough  the  gOY- 
emor  had  labored  hard  to  establish  a  belief,  that  the 
uncomplying  disposition  of  the  assembly  was  the  only 
obstacle  to  the  cmrent  of  public  business,  the  con&ary 
was  the  matter  of  fact;  and  that,  having  observed 
obstinacy  on  his  side  never  failed  to  produce  some 
concession  on  theirs,  he  had  come  to  a  resolution  to 
proceed  in  the  same  course  of  exaction,  tiB  nothing 
required  d[  him  by  his  instructions  was  left  unpeiform- 
ed,  that  is  to  say,  till  the  assembly  had  nothing  left 
to  part  with. 

The  shadow  o(  a  royal  instruction,  so  kng  and  so 
c^en  played  before  their  eyes,  wbs  now  out  ci  die 
question.  The  governor  says  the  province  is  actually 
invaded;  that  a  victorious  enemy  is  on  the  pobt  of 
ravaging  it  with  fire  and  sword;  the  King's  troops^ 
after  having  been  so  many  ways  gratified  and  assisted, 
are  recalled;  they  are  told  they  are  to  provide  hr 
their  own  defence;  they  offer  fifty  thousand  pounds 
to  be  laid  out  for  that  purpose ;  the  proprietary  estate 
becomes  liable  to  a  demand,  computed  by  his  friends 
at  about  five  hundred  pounds ;  even  that  five  hundred 
pounds  is  offered  on  the  behalf  of  the  proprietaries  by 
a  few  private  mdividuals,  as  an  expedient  to  remove 
that  only  difficulty  out  of  the  way ;  and  the  gov^nor 
refuses  it.  So  that,  if  there  was  any  truth  in  the  gov- 
ernor's repeated  assertions,  the  safety  of  the  province, 
the  interest  of  the  public,  and  the  honor  of  the  British 
crown  were  to  be  alike  exposed  and  endangered  to* 
gether  with  the  proprietary  estate,  so  unpertinently  and 
improvidently  put  mto  the  scale  against  all  the  rest. 

To  say  all  at  once,  his  answer  to  the  last  proposi* 
tion,  as  verbally  delivered  to  the  House  by  his  secre- 
tary, was  in  these  words,  viz. 
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«Sir, 
**The  governor  having,,  by  message  of  the  14th  m- 
stant,  informed  you,  that  he  did  not  think  it  con- 
sistent with  his  power,  or  trust,  to  pass  the  bill  for 
raising  fifty  thousand  pounds,  without  the  amendments 
he  had  made  to  it,  and  that  he  adhered  to  those  amend- 
ments ;  is  surprised  at  your  message  of  this  day,  to 
which  he  can  only  say,  that  he  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
adhere  still  to  the  amendments  he  made  to  that  bill" 

On  the  same  day,  also,  by  another  message  he  put 
them  in  mind  of  his  former  requisitions  concemmg  a 
militia ;  and  demanded  a  plain  and  categorical  answei*, 
whether  they  would,  or  would  not  establish  one,  "that 
his  Majesty  and  his  ministers  might  be  infonned, 
whether,  at  this  time  of  danger,  the  provmce  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  to  be  put  mto  a  posture  of  defence  or 
not'^ 

This  convinced  the  House,  that  all  expedient  was 
at  an  end ;  and  that  all  the  governor  aimed  at  was  to 
bewilder  them  if  possible  in  another  maze  of  contro- 
versy. To  discharge  themselves,  therefore,  of  every 
branch  of  duty,  as  far  as  they  were  permitted  to  do 
it  with  any  consistency  to  themselves,  and  regard  to 
the  fundamentals  of  their  constitution,  they  first  took 
into  consideration  the  several  petitions  of  the  frontier 
towns,  for  arms,  &c.,  and  resolved,  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  pounds,  if  so  much  remained 
in  the  treasury  at  the  disposition  of  the  House  by  the 
laws  m  force,  should  be  paid  mto  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  then  named,  to  be  by  them  dis- 
posed of,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  governor  for  the 
time  being,  as  should  appear  necessary. 

Proceeding  then  to  the  governor's  verbal  message 
concerning  their  money  bill ;  they  agreed  to  return  an 
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answer  to  tbb  effect,  viz.  ^That  he,  having  in  his 
former  answer  signified,  that  he  was  not  yet  satisfied, 
&C.,  whatever  he  might  be,  when  he  heard  what  they 
had  farther  to  say,  which  argued  a  su^nsicm  of  his 
determinaticm,  and  they  having  since  sent  hhn  a  long 
message  containing  the  reasons  of  their  procedure,  diey 
could  not  but  be  surjMrised  at  his  surprise,  more  espe- 
cially as  he  had  not  even  then  returned  their  bill; 
that  as  to  his  proposal  (or  striking  any  sum  in  paper 
money  the  present  exigency  might  require,  provided 
funds  were  established  for  smkmg  the  same  m  five 
years,  they  had  no  funds  equal  to  so  great  a  sum  with- 
out the  assistance  of  an  equitable  tax,  to  which  the 
governor  would  always  have  his  objections  m  favor  of 
the  proprietary  estate ;  that,  as  this  proposal  might  lead 
them  back  into  those  dispute^  which,  by  the  form  of 
this  bill,  agreeable  to  the  govemor^s  advice  in  his  speech 
at  the  openmg  of  the  session,  they  had  studied  to 
avcrid,  they  should  be  farther  surprised  to  receive  it 
from  him,  could  they  find  the  least  reason  to  think 
he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  having  any  thing  done 
(or  the  defence  of  the  provmce ;  and  that,  being  now 
convinced,  no  farther  benefit  could  arise  fix)m  their 
longer  sittmg,  and  being  to  meet  of  course  in  a  few 
weeks  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  year,  they  took 
leave  to  acquamt  him  of  their  purpose  to  adjourn  to 
the  15th  of  September  ensuing,  in  case  he  had  no 
objection  to  that  time,** 

Lasdy,  by  the  same  members  that  were  appointed 
to  carry  up  this  message  to  the  governor,  they  also 
salt  another  concemmg  a  militia,  m  which,  havmg  enu- 
merated his  several  messages  in  relation  to  the  de- 
fence and  safety  of  the  province,  they  wave  the  point 
by  saying,  •^That  the  elections  throughout  the  prov- 
ince being  near  at  hand,  they  chose  to  refer  that  point 
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to  a  future  assembly,''  and  then  proceed  as  follows; 
"But  as  we  find,  by  the  governor's  result  upon  our 
bill  for  granting  fifty  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's 
use,  he  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  the  trust  re- 
posed m  him  by  the  proprietaries  to  pass  that  bill,  we 
find  by  experience  that  it  can  answer  no  good  pur- 
pose to  waste  our  time  m  preparing  bUls  for  his  assent, 
in  which,  for  the  common  security  and  defence  of  the 
IHX)vmce,  we  apprehend  it  would  be  a  high  breach  ci 
the  trust  reposed  in  us,  to  exclude  the  proprietaries' 
estate  from  bearing  any  part  of  the  burthen,  and  if 
not  excluded,  as  the  governor  asserts,  must  at  last  be 
rejected  by  him  for  want  of  sufficient  powers  m  his 
commission;  and  therefore  (had  we  no  other  objec- 
tions) we  hope  the  governor  will  judge  it  reasonable, 
after  so  many  repeated  reftisals  of  the  bills  we  have 
ofiered  to  him  for  granting  large  sums  of  money  for 
the  King's  use,  that  we  now  wait  the  detennination  of 
our  superiors,  what  powers  he  has,  or  ought  to  have, 
as  our  governor,  under  the  royal  and  provincial  char- 
ters; and  what  exclusive  rights  our  proprietaries  may 
be  justly  entitled  to  in  the  laying  and  levying  of  taxes 
for  the  common  security  and  defence  of  their  estates, 
with  an  the  other  estates  within  this  province." 

In  answer  to  the  first  of  these  messages,  so  far  as 
related  to  the  time  of  adjournment  (with  which  he  was 
verbally  acquainted  by  the  messengers),  the  governor 
was  pleased  to  say  ^<  he  had  no  objection  to  that  time 
more  than  any  oth^;  but  that,  if  he  found  [on  perusal 
of  the  written  messages  then  delivered  to  him]  that 
the  House  had  not  given  him  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
his  messages  relating  to  a  mihtia,  he  should  call  them 
again  immediately." 

To  the  time  of  their  ovra  adjournment,  they  had, 
nevertheless,  the  grace  to  be  indulged  with  a  recess. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


396  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

And  on  the  third  day  of  their  sitting,  they  preferred  a 
request  to  the  governor,  ^  That,  if  he  had  any  busbess 
of  importance  to  lay  before  them,  particularly,  if  any 
application  had  been  made  to  him  for  a  farther  supjdy 
of  provisions,  for  the  use  of  the  King's  forces  then 
gone  towards  Crown  Point,  he  would  be  pleased  to 
lay  it  before  them  soon,  as  their  year  was  near  ex- 
pired, and  the  time  of  their  continuance  together  con- 
sequently short/' 

The  answer  they  received  was  verbal,  by  his  Honor's 
secretary,  importing,  "  That  the  government  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  had  ordered  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
men  to  be  immediately  raised,  in  addition  to  the  fifteen 
hundred  raised  for  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point;  and 
that  the  governor  had  the  day  before  received  a  letter 
from  Governor  Phips,  desiring,  at  the  mstance  of  the 
council  and  assembly  there,  an  immediate  supply  ol 
provisions  to  be  sent  to  Albany."  And,  as  if  this  was 
not  enough  to  ask  of  them,  a  supfdemental  paragraph 
was  grafted  upon  it  as  follows;  ^The  governor  has 
also  been  informed,  that  the  government  of  Connecticut 
have  raised  fifteen  hundred  men,  and  Rhode  Island 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  in  addition  to  the  forces  sent 
by  those  governments  against  Crown  Point,  who  wiD 
also  stand  in  need  of  a  supply  of  provisions ;  he  there- 
fore recommends  these  matters  to  your  consideration." 

Two  articles  out  of  Governor  Shirlejr's  state  of  his 
own  conduct,  will  come  in  not  improperly  here ;  viz. 
"Upon  Mr.  Shirley's  arrival  at  New  York  (July  4th), 
he  found  a  full  stop  put  to  the  pi*eparations  for  the 
expedition  against  Crown  Pomt,  with  respect  to  the 
articles  of  artillery  and  military  stores,  which  the  gov- 
ernments of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Ycnrk  had 
agreed  to  furnish  between  them,  depending,  that  the 
colonies  of  Connecticut,  New  Hampshire,  and  Rhode 
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laland  would  pay  their  propordons  of  the  expense; 
but,  that  not  being  done>  the  government  of  New 
York  declined  parting  with  the  stores,  without  actual 
payment  or  security  given.  After  havmg  removed  this 
obstacle  to  the  expedition's  proceedmg,  by  puttmg  bto 
the  hands  of  the  government  ot  New  Toric  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  Pennsylvania  provisions,  as  a  security 
for  reimbunsmg  them  on  account  of  the  beforemention-> 
ed  articles,  and  advanced  about  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling  of  his  own  money  towards  the  expense  of 
transpordng  the  artitlay  and  ordnance  stcx^s,  in  con- 
fidence of  being  reimbursed  by  the  New  England  cd* 
onies,  he  embarked  for  Albany " 

The  reader  will  make  his  own  remarks ;  at  least  he 
virill  mfer  from  what  passed  in  the  assembly  of  Penn- 
sylvania before,  in  relation  to  orders  said  to  have  been 
received  fiom  and  demands  made  by  General  Shirley, 
that  the  said  assembly  would  now  have  been  mexcu- 
sable,  if  they  had  not  called  upon  their  governor  for 
Governor  Phips's  letter  and  the  other  information  re- 
ferred to  upon  this  occasion ;  which  they  did  by  express 
message ;  and  that,  having  been  told  by  him  in  answer 
to  that  call,  that  he  had  orders  from  ihe  secretary  of 
state  not  to  lay  before  the  House  any  papers  but  such 
as  he  pleased,  they  should  apply  to  him  for  a  sight 
of  such  orders. 

They  did  so,  and  were  again  refused ;  he  signifying 
that,  such  orders  being  intended  for  his  own  govern- 
ment, he  thought  it  improper  to  communicate  them; 
and,  in  the  name  of  the  secretary  of  state,  vouching, 
as  he  himself  had  done  before,  that  messages  from 
him  were  a  sufficient  foundation  for  them  to  proceed 
upon ;  but  withal  recurring  to  what  he  had  also  offered 
m  his  former  message,  namely,  to  communicate  to 
their  speaker,  or  a  few  of  the  House,  such  parts  of 

VOL.   III.  HH 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


398  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

the  mformation  he  had  received  from  the  eastward,  aa 
his  Majesty's  service  required. 

But  this  not  provmg  satisfactory  to  the  House,  all 
proceedings  on  this  head  were  for  some  days  at  a 
stand;  and  the  interval  was  filled  with  a  continuation 
of  the  animated  controversy,  which  m  the  jH'eceding 
session  had  so  highly  exasperated  the  two  branches 
of  the  legislature  against  each  other,  and  which  never 
had  been  either  revived,  or  caused,  if  the  governor 
and  his  employers  had  not  preferred  their  own  private 
views  to  all  the  moral  and  equitable  obligations  <^ 
government 
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CHAPTER    XI. 

The  old  ControreiBj  renewed.  A  new  one  concerning  the  Roads 
opened  at  the  Ezpenae  of  the  Province  for  the  Conyenience  of  the 
King's  Forcea.  As  a  last  Effbrt  for  the  Public  Senrice^the  Assem- 
bly authorize  by  Vote  a  Loan  or  voluntary  Subscription  of  Ten  lliou- 
sand  Pounds.  A  Brief  State  of  the  Province  at  this  Period.  The 
new  Assembly,  after  a  Session  of  four  Days,  suiferod  to  adjourn  themr- 
selves  without  proceeding  to  Business,  for  want  of  having  the  Litel- 
ligence  then  in  the  Governor's  Hands  in  due  Form  imparted  to  them. 

When  the  assembly  had  sat  nme  days,  and  now 
remamed  m  a  sort  of  suspense,  not  choosing  to  inflame 
on  one  hand,  and  willmg  to  hope  the  governor  would 
find  reasons  to  abate  of  his  unreasonable  stifihess  on 
the  other ;  came  down  a  long  message  by  way  of  an- 
swer to  the  assembly's  paper  of  August  19th;  and, 
sufficiendy  exasperated  thereby,  that  body,  now  at  the 
pomt  of  dissolution,  resolved  to  acquit  themselves  with 
as  much  spirit  as  if  they  had  been  immortal. 

To  the  Appendix  the  reader  must  be  agam  referred 
for  both  pieces;  they  cannot,  they  ought  not  to  be 
suppressed;  they  are  too  long  to  be  here  mserted 
entire,  and  to  abridge  them,  at  least  that  of  the  assem- 
bly, would  be  to  maim  one  of  the  most  lively  pieces 
that  liberty  ever  mspired  or  controversy  produced,* 

Such  a  reference,  then,  to  the  subject  matter  of  both 
as  will  just  serve  to  keep  up  a  sort  of  historical  con- 
nexion, is  all  the  use  to  be  made  of  them  m  this 
place. 

The  assembly  had  (very  truly)  charged  the  gover- 
nor with  contriving  all  possible  methods  of  expense  to 
exhaust  their  funds  and  distress  their  affairs ;  and  had 

*  See  above,  page  383. 
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given  in  proof  the  exorbitant  demand  made  upon  them 
for  cutting  the  road  for  the  use  of  the  army ;  an  enter- 
prise which  they  teU  him  they  had  undertaken  at  his 
instance,  on  a  computation  of  its  costing  only  eight 
hundred  pounds.  The  governor,  in  his^reply,  said  sudi 
a  sum  might  have  been  mentioned  as  what  it  would 
cost  in  some  men's  private  opinion ;  but  not  upon  an 
estimate  of  the  commissioners,  nor  what  had  been  as 
such  sent  to  him.  Addmg,  '^that,  though  they  had 
numbered  the  makmg  the  road  among  their  meritori- 
ous acts,  they  had  m  effect  done  it  out  of  fear  ci 
having  proper  representations  made  of  their  conduct  at 
home,  and  of  an  armed  force  being  used  to  oblige  the 
inhabitants  to  do  this  necessary  work;  that  he  had 
persuaded  the  general  to  compound  for  one  road  in- 
stead of  two^  to  contract  even  that  to  two-thirds  of 
the  breadth,  and  not  to  carry  it  so  far  by  many  nules 
a3  directed  by  the  quartermaster-generad ;  by  which 
great  savings  were  made  to  the  province,  and  thanks 
instead  of  complaints  were  due  to  him,  and  rewards 
to  the  commissioners  who  had  served  the  province  in 
so  hazardous  a  task  so  well ;  that  he  had  never  made 
such  a  demand  as  five  thousand  pounds,  nor  could  it 
have  been  made  by  any  one,  because  the  accounts 
were  not  come  m ;  and  that,  now  they  were  come  in, 
the  charge  did  not  amount  to  three  thousand  pounds, 
which  was  not  extravagant,  considering  the  distance 
and  expedition  required  in  the  work." 

The  assembly,  in  their  answer,  could  not  be  so  full 
m  their  own  justification,  and,  consequently,  in  refut- 
mg  the  governor,  as  they  might  have  been,  bec»ise 
the  necessary  documents  happened  at  that  time  to  be 
BEuslaid.  But,  when  those  documents  were  recovered, 
they  did  themselves  ample  justice,  by  reprinting  the 
most  material  in  an  appendix  to  their  mmutes. 
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And  among  them  was  a  letter  from  the  sidd  com* 
miHsiowirs  to  the  governor,  which  was  communicated^ 
together  with  one  of  the  governor's  own,  (to  the  c(mb* 
mittee  of  assembly,  at  that  extraordinary  crisis^  ap- 
pomted  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  whole,  and  other  mem- 
bers then  called  in  to  their  assistance,)  by  his  secretary ; 
in  which  was  the  following  express  clause ;  ^^  The  ex- 
pense of  making  the  road  thirty  feet  wide,  and  the 
pvincipal  pmches  twenty,  will  make  an  expense  of 
about  eight  hundred  pounds."  This  letter  was  dated 
April  1 6th;  and  the  committee  having,  in  die  name 
of  the  House,  undertaken  to  defray  the  expense  of 
both  roads,  the  work  went  on  accordingly.  In  another 
letter  from  the  same  commissioners,  dated  May  3d,  it 
is  sakl,  ^^Both  roads  wfll  leave  litde  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred pounds,  for  it  is  impos^Ie  to  tell  what  unex- 
pected occurrences  wiH  arise,''  &c.  The  Houses  now 
fflttmg,  resolved  to  persevere  notwithstanding,  and  not- 
withstanding the  loss  of  theff  hSi,  which  made  their 
comi^»nce  more  difficult  Another  estimate,  dated 
fifteen  days  after  this,  signified,  ^that  the  expense  of 
opening  both  roads  would  be  little  under  two  thou- 
sand pounds."  Thus  three  estimates  had  been  deliv- 
ered in,  each  exceeding  the  other;  and  after  all  this, 
when  one  road  had  been  dropped,  and  the  other  reduced 
in  the  manner  alleged  by  the  governor,  the  said  com- 
missioners did  actually  require  five  thousand  pounds 
to  be  sent  to  them,  m  addition  to  what  had  been  paid  to 
them  already,  which  m  money  and  provisions  was  sup- 
posed to  be  near  one  thousand  pounds.  The  com- 
mittee of  accounts  had  sat  upon  this  requisition,  had 
pronounced  it  to  be  extravagant,  and  had  given  it  as 
their  opinion,  August  8th,  1766,  **  that  in  order  to 
prevent  imposition  on  the  public,  the  said  commission- 
ers ought  forthwith  to  attend  the  said  committee  with 
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their  accounts  fidriy  stated,  with  proper  Touchers  for 
the  same.^  From  afl  which  premises,  the  House  had 
surely  reason  to  ask  as  they  did,  "  whether  they  had 
not  good  reason  to  be  surprised  at  this,  and  to  sus* 
pect  some  extravagance  in  the  management^  But 
they  went  farther  still;  they  cited  the  miginal  letter 
from  the  governor's  six  commissioners  to  him,  and  by 
him  communicated  to  the  House,  August  9th,  in  which 
the  five  thousand  pounds  is  specified,  together  with  an 
mtimation,  that,  the  people  bemg  much  in  want  of 
money,  the  money  could  not  be  sent  too  socm.  And 
they  ccmclude  this  section  with  the  foUowmg  shrewd 
remark ;  **  The  governor's  judgment  of  our  motives  to 
engage  m  this  work  of  opening  the  roads  seems  to 
us  a  very  uncharitable  one,  but  we  hope  to  find  more 
equitable  judgment  elsewhere.  We  are  obliged  to 
him,  however,  for  owning  that  we  did  engage  m  it  at 
all  For  as  he  is  pleased  to  lay  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  we  are  very  wicked  people;  he  has  shown  m 
other  mstances,  when  we  have  done  any  good,  that 
he  thinks  it  no  more  mjustice  to  us  to  deny  the  facts, 
than  now  to  deny  the  goodness  of  our  motives.  He 
would,  however,  think  himself  ill  used,  if  any  part  of 
his  zeal  in  that  affair  was  ascribed  to  his  menaces 
directed  to  him;  or  to  a  view  of  accommodating  by 
the  new  road  the  lands  of  the  proprietaries'  new  pur- 
chase, and  by  that  means  mcreasmg  the  value  of  their 
estate  at  our  expense." 

Agam;  the  governor  was  pleased  to  express  him- 
self m  these  extraordmary  terms ;  "  You  have  often 
mentioned  what  you  have  done  to  promote  the  suc- 
cess of  his  Majestjr's  arms  under  General  Braddock, 
and  for  the  defence  of  the  provmce,  and  say,  you  have 
letters  from  the  late  general,  thanking  you  for  your 
service ;  the  truth  of  this  I  must  beg  leave  to  question. 
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as  the  late  general  wad  too  honest  to  say  one  thmg  to 
you,  and  another  to  the  King's  ministers.  He  might 
acknowledge  the  services  of  particular  men ;  but  how 
you  can  take  those  to  yourselves  as  an  assembly,  when 
you  had  no  hand  m  what  was  done,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know.  I  thmk  it  will  not  be  doubted,  but  that,  had 
you  in  time  opened  the  proper  roads,  raised  men,  and 
provided  carriages  and  necessary  provisions  for  the 
troops,  as  this  was  the  only  province  able  in  the  gen- 
eral's situation  to  furnish  him  with  them,  we  might 
now  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of  Fort  Du- 
quesne.** 

To  which  astonishmg,  because  groundless  charge, 
the  assembly,  in  the  follovnng  full  and  effectual  man- 
ner, replied ;  **  We  own  that  we  have  often  mentioned 
this ;  but  we  have  been  forced  to  it  by  the  governor's 
asserting  as  often,  in  his  messages,  contrary  to  known 
&ct,  that  we  had  done  nothmg,  and  would  do  nothing 
of  that  kind.  But  it  seems  we  take  to  ourselves  the 
services  of  particular  men,  m  which  the  governor  says, 
we  had  no  hand;  and  adds,  ^that,  had  we  m  time 
opened  the  proper  roads,  raised  men,  and  provided 
carriages  and  necessary  provisions  for  the  troops,  we 
might  now  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of  Fort 
Duquesne.'  We  beg  leave  to  ask  the  governor.  Has 
the  body  no  share  in  what  is  done  by  its  members? 
Has  the  House  no  hand  in  what  is  done  by  its  com- 
mittees? Has  it  no  hand  in  what  is  done  by  virtue 
of  its  own  resolves  and  orders?  Did  we  not,  many 
weeks  before  the  troops  arrived,  vote  five  thousand 
pounds  for  purchasing  fresh  victuals,  and  other  neces- 
saries for  their  use?  Did  we  not  even  borrow  money 
on  our  own  credit  to  purchase  those  provisions,  when 
the  governor  had  rejected  our  biD?  Will  the  gover- 
nor deny  this,  when  he  himself  once  charged  it  upon 
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US  as  a  erime  1  Were  not  the  proviskms  actually  pur- 
chased by  our  conunittee,  the  full  quantity  required 
by  the  commissary,  and  carried  by  bnd  to  Virginia  at 
our  e^^pense,  even  bdbre  they  were  wanted  1  Did  the 
army  ever  want  proyisioas,  till  they  had  abandoned  or 
destroyed  them  ?  Are  th&re  not  even  now  some  scores 
of  tons  of  it  lying  at  Fort  Cumberland  and  Conego- 
chieg?  IMd  the  governor  ever  mention  the  q}ening 
of  roads  to  us  before  the  18th  of  March,  though  the 
requisition  was  made  to  him  by  the  quartermaster- 
general  in  January  ?  Did  we  not  in  a  few  day^  aft^ 
send  him  up  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  expense,  whidi 
he  reftised  ?  Did  not  the  governor  proceed  nevertheless 
to  appoint  commissioners,  and  engage  laborers  for  opea-- 
mg  the  road^  whom  we  afterwards  agreed  to  pay  out 
of  the  money  we  happened  to  have  in  our  power '^ 
Did  the  work  ever  stc^  a  moment  through  any  default 
of  ours?  Was  the  road  ever  mtended  for  the  march 
of  the  droops  to  the  Ohio  1  Was  it  not  merely  to  opea 
^  communication  with  this  province,  for  the  more  con- 
venient supplying  them  with  provisbns  when  they 
should  be  arrived  there?  Did  they  wait  in  the  least 
for  this  road  ?  Had  they*  not  as  many  men  as  they 
wanted,  and  many  from  thb  province?  Were  they 
not  more  numerous  than  the  enemy  they  went  to  op- 
pose, even  after  the  general  had  left  nesu*  half  his  army 
fifty  miles  behind  him?  Were  not  all  the  carriages 
they  demanded,  bemg  one  hund^d  and  fifty,  engaged, 
equipped,  and  sent  forward  in  a  few  days  after  the  de^ 
mand,  and  all  at  WlU's  Greek  many  days  bdbre  the 
army  was  ready  to  march  ?  With  what  face  then  of 
prd)ability  can  the  governor  undertake  to  say,  ^  that 
had  we  m  time  opened  the  proper  roads,  raised  men, 
and  provided  carriages  and  necessary  provisions  for 
the  troops,  we  might  now  have  been  in  peaceable  pos- 
session of  Fort  Duquesne*? 
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^The  governor  is  pleased  to  doubt  our  hftving  such 
letters  as  we  mentioned ;  we  are  therefore,  in  our  own 
Tindication,  under  a  necessity  of  quoting  to  him  some 
parts  of  them ;  and  will  show  him  the  originals  when- 
ever he  shall  please  to  require  it  The  general's  sec- 
retary, in  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  May  to  one  of  our 
members  (who,  m  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  House 
fcM*  the  service  ot  die  army,  waited  on  the  general  at 
Frederic,  and  there  occasionally  undertook  the  furnish- 
ing of  wagons,  which  he  performed  with  the  assist- 
ance o(  some  oth^  members  of  the  committee,  and 
for  that,  and  other  services  to  the  troops,  received  the 
thanks  of  the  House  at  his  return)^  says,  *  Tou  have 
done  us  great  service  in  the  execution  of  the  business 
you  have  kindly  und^laken ;  and  indeed,  without  it,  I 
do  not  see  how  the  service  could  have  been  carried  on, 
as  the  expectations  from  Maryland  have  come  to  noth- 
mg.'  And  again,  m  his  letter  of  May  the  14th,  *The 
general  orders  me  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  is  greatly 
obliged  to  you  for  the  great  care  and  readiness,  with 
which  you  have  executed  the  business  you  undertook 
for  him.  At  your  request  he  will  with  pleasure  dis- 
charge the  servants  that  may  have  enlisted  in  the 
forces  under  his  command,  or  any  others  for  whom 
you  may  desire  a  discharge;  and  desires  that  you 
would,  for  that  purpose,  send  him  their  names/  And 
again,  in  his  letter  of  May  the  20th,  *  I  have  only  thne 
to  thank  you  once  more,  bi  the  name  of  the  general 
and  everybody  concerned,  for  the  service  you  have 
done,  which  has  been  conducted  throughout  with  the 
greatest  prudence  and  most  generous  spirit  for  tb0 
public  service/  The  general's  own  letter,  dated  the 
29th  of  May,  mentions  and  acknowledges  the  provis- 
ions *  given  by  the  Pennsylvania  assembly,'  (though  the 
governor  will  aDow  us  to  have  had  *nO  hand'  in  ft,) 
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and  says,  *  Your  regard  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and 
asi^tance  to  the  present  expedition,  deserve  my  sb- 
cerest  thanks,'  &c  Colonel  Dunbar  writes,  in  his 
letter  of  May  the  13th,  concemmg  the  present  of  re- 
freshments, and  carriage  hcx^es  sent  up  for  the  sub- 
alterns, 4  am  desired  by  all  the  gentlemen,  whom  the 
committee  have  been  so  good  as  to  thbk  of  in  so 
genteel  a  manner,  to  return  them  their  hearty  thanks.' 
And  again,  on  the  21st  erf"  May,  ^  Your  kind  present  is 
now  all  arrived,  and  shall  be  equally  divided  to-morrow 
between  Sir  Peter  Halket's  subalterns  and  mine,  which 
I  apprehend  will  be  agreeable  to  the  committee's  mtent 
This  I  have  made  known  to  the  officers  of  both  regi- 
ments, who  unanimously  desire  me  to  return  their  gen- 
erous benefactors  their  most  hearty  thanks,  to  which 
be  pleased  to  add  mine,'  &c.  And  Sir  Peter  Halke^ 
m  his  of  the  23d  of  May,  says,  *  The  officers  of  my 
regiment  are  most  sensible  of  the  favors  conferred  on 
the  subalterns  by  your  assembly,  who  have  made  them 
so  well-timed  and  so  handsome  a  present  At  their 
request  and  desire  I  return  their  thanks,  and  to  the 
acknowledgments  of  the  officers  beg  leave  to  add 
mine,  which  you,  I  hope,  will  do  me  the  favor  for 
the  whole  to  offer  to  the  assembly,  and  to  assure  them, 
that  we  shall  on  every  occasion  do  them  the  justice 
due  for  so  seasonable  and  well-judged  an  act  of  gen- 
erosity.' There  are  more  of  the  same  kind,  but  these 
may  suffice  to  show  that  we  had  ^  some  hand  in  what 
was  done,'  and  that  we  did  not,  as  the  governor  sup- 
poses, diviate  from  the  truth,  when,  in  our  just  and 
necessary  vindication  against  his  groundless,  cruel,  and 
repeated  charge,  ^  that  we  had  refused  the  proper, 
necessary,  and  timely  assistance  to  an  army  sent  to 
protect  the  colonies,'  we  alleged,  ^that  we  had  sup- 
plied that  army  plentifully  with  all  they  asked  of  us» 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OP  PENNSYLVANIA,  407 

and  more  than  all,  and  had  letters  from  the  late  gen- 
eral, and  other  principal  officers,  acknowledging  our 
care,  and  thanking  us  cordially  for  our  services.*  If 
the  general  ever  wrote  differently  of  us  to  the  King's 
ministers,  it  must  have  been  while  he  was  under  the 
first  impressions  given  him  by  the  governor  to  our 
disadvantage,  and  before  he  knew  us;  and  we  think 
with  the  governor,  that  if  he  had  lived,  he  was  too 
honest  a  man  not  to  have  retracted  those  mistaken 
accounts  of  us,  and  done  us  ample  justice.** 

What  is  still  more  unlucky  for  the  governor,  his 
secretary,  writing  to  the  said  commissioners  vnth  all 
the  authority  he  could  depute  to  him,  April  25th,  1756, 
makes  use  of  these  very  words,  '^  What  Sir  John  St 
Glair  says,  is  so  far  true,  that,  had  the  army  been  ready 
now,  and  retarded  by  delays  m  matters  undertaken  by 
this  province,  aD  the  mischiefs  thence  arismg  would 
have  been  justly  chai^eable  on  this  province;  but  I 
am  mistaken,  if  they  can,  vdthm  a  month  from  this 
date,  get  their  artillery  so  far  as  your  road.** 

In  the  same  letter  he  also  says,  ^Surely  the  flour 
win  be  delivered  m  time ;  or  great  blame  may  be  laid 
with  truth  at  the  door  of  the  commissions^.**  Not 
the  provmce;  and,  indeed,  the  flour  was  actually  de- 
livered so  soon  and  so  fast,  that  the  general  had  not 
even  provided  storehouses  and  shelter  sufficient  to  se^' 
cure  it  against  the  weather,  to  which  great  quantities 
of  it  lay  exposed  m  Maryland  after  the  delivery  of  it 
there. 

What  spirit  this  gentleman  (the  governor)  was  pos- 
sessed vnth,  had  been  a  question.  The  assembly  would 
not  allow  him  to  have  the  spirit  of  government ;  he 
himself  maintained,  that  if  he  had  had  enough  of  the 
spirit  of  submission,  (terms  generally  held  irreconcil- 
able,) his  government  would  have  been  more  agreeable 
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to  the  i»x>vince.     But  now  it  caa  be  a  questioii  no 
longer. 

The  last  period  of  the  governor's  message  vnis  the 
very  quintessence  of  mvective.  ^In  fine,  Gentlemen,'* 
said  he,  ^  I  must  remmd  you,  that  in  a  fonner  message 
you  said  you  were  a  plain  peofde,  that  had  no  joy  in 
disputation.  But  let  your  minutes  be  examined  for 
fifteen  years  past,  not  to  go  higher,  and  in  them  wiD 
be  found  more  artifice,  more  time  and  money  sp^t 
m  fiivolous  controversies,  more  unparalleled  abuses  of 
your  governors,  and  more  undutifulness  to  the  crown, 
than  m  all  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  put  to- 
gether. And  while  you  continue  in  such  a  temper  of 
mind,  I  have  very  little  hopes  of  good,  either  for  his 
Majesty's  service,  or  he  the  defence  and  protection  of 
this  unfortunate  country*" 

And,  in  the  refdy  of  the  assembly,  his  own  artiUeiy 
was  turned  upon  him  as  fdbws;  <^The  minutes  are 
printed,  and  in  many  hands,  who  may  judge,  on  ex- 
aminmg  them,  whether  any  abuses  of  govem(»^  and 
undutifulness  to  the  crown  are  to  be  found  in  them. 
Controversies  indeed  there  are  too  many ;  but,  as  our 
assemblies  are  yearly  changing,  while  our  proprieta- 
ries, during  that  term,  have  remained  the  same,  and 
have  probably  given  their  governors  the  same  instruc- 
tions, we  must  leave  others  to  guess  from  what  root 
it  is  most  likely  that  those  controversies  should  con- 
tinually spring.  As  to  frivolous  controversies,  we  never 
had  so  m^y  of  them  as  since  our  present  governor'^ 
administration,  and  all  raised  by  himsetf;  and  we  may 
venture  to  say,  that  during  that  one  year,  scarce  yet 
expired,  there  have  been  more  '  unj^iriadleled  abuses' 
of  this  people,  and  their  representatives  in  assembly, 
than  in  all  the  years  put  together,  since  the  setdement 
of  the  province. 
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"We  are  now  to  take  our  leave  of  the  governor; 
and  mdeed,  since  he  hopes  no  good  from  us,  nor  we 
from  him,  it  is  time  we  should  be  parted.  If  our  con- 
stituents disapprove  our  conduct,  a  few  days  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  changing  us  by  a  new  elec- 
tion ;  and,  could  the  governor  be  as  soon  and  as  easily 
changed,  Pennsylvania  would,  we  apj^^hend,  deserve 
much  less  the  character  he  gives  it,  of  an  unfortunate 
country.^ 

That,  however,  they  might  still  continue  to  act  on 
the  same  masjms,  and  continue  to  deserve  the  same 
confidence,  they  proceeded  to  contribute  aD  they  could 
to  the  advancement  of  the  service;  not  only  vnthout 
the  concurrence  of  the  governor,  but  in  spite  of  his 
endeavours  to  render  them  odious  by  all  the  means 
of  prevention  his  wit,  his  malice,  or  his  power  could 
help  him  to.  In  what  manner,  the  following  unani- 
mous resolutions  will  specify. 

"That,  when  application  b  made  to  this  House  by 
the  governor,  for  somethmg  to  be  done  at  the  request 
of  another  government,  the  letters  and  papers  that  are 
to  be  the  foundation  of  our  proceedings  on  such  appli- 
cation, ought  to  be,  as  they  have  been  by  all  preced- 
ing governors,  laid  before  the  House  for  their  consid- 
eration. 

"That  a  sight  afforded  to  the  Speaker,  or  a  few  of 
the  members,  of  papers  remaining  in  the  governor's 
hands,  cannot  be  so  satisfactory  to  the  rest  of  the 
House,  nor  even  to  the  Speaker  and  such  members, 
as  if  those  papers  were  laid  before  the  House,  where 
they  might  receive  several  distinct  readings,  and  be 
subject  to  repeated  inspection  and  discussion,  till  they 
were  thoroughly  understood,  and  all  danger  of  mis- 
takes and  misconceptions,  through  defect  of  attention 
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or  of  memory  m  one  or  a  few  persons,  effectuaDy 
prevented. 

^  That  great  inaccuracies  and  want  oi  exactness 
have  been  frequently  observed  by  the  House  in  the 
governor's  manner  of  stating  matters,  laid  before  them 
in  hb  messages ;  and  therdbre  they  cannot  think  such 
messages,  without  the  papers  therem  refeired  to,  are 
a  sufficient  foundation  for  the  House  to  proceed  upon, 
m  an  affair  of  moment,  or  that  it  would  be  prudait 
or  safe  so  to  do,  either  for  th^nselves  or  thdr  con- 
stituents. 

"  That,  though  the  governor  may  possibly  have  ob- 
tained orders  not  to  lay  the  secretary  of  state's  letters^ 
m  some  cases,  before  the  House,  they  humbly  con- 
ceive and  hope,  that  letters  from  the  neighbourii^  gov- 
ernments, in  sudi  cases  as  the  present,  cannot  be 
induded  in  those  orders.  « 

^^That,  when  an  unmediate  assistance  to  neighboar- 
mg  colonies  is  required  of' us,  to  mtemipt  or  prevent 
our  deliberations,  by  refusing  us  a  sight  of  the  request, 
is  a  {^Dceeding  extremely  improper  and  unseasondble. 

^^But,  a  member  of  this  House  producmg  a  letter 
to  himself  from  the  Honorable  Thomas  Hutchinsoii, 
Esquire,  a  person  of  great  distmction  and  we^t  m  the 
government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  member  of 
the  council  of  that  province,  mentioning  the  application 
to  this  government  fbr  provisions,  and  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  supply ;  and  it  appearing  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  council  of  war,  held  at  the  canying-place,  on 
the  24th  past,  (an  abstract  of  which  is  communicated 
to  die  Speaker,  by  the  Honorable  Thomas  PownaO, 
Esquire,  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Jerse3rs,)  that  the 
army  vdll  be  in  want  of  blankets  and  other  clothkig, 
suitable  to  the  approaching  season;  and  this  House 
being  vnlUng  to  afford  what  assbtance  may  be  in  their 
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power,  uiidtt  their  present  unhappy  drcnmstances  of 
an  exhausted  treasury,  and  a  total  refusal  by  the  gov^ 
emor  of  thdr  bilbr  for  ratsmg  money,  re^tohred, 

^  That  a  voluntary  subscription  of  any  sum  or  sums, 
not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds,  which  shall  be 
paid  by  any  persons  mto  the  hands  d  Isaac  Ncmis,  Evan 
Morgan,  Joseph  Fox,  John  Mifflin,  Reese  Meredith, 
and  Samuel  Smidi,  of  the  city  c^  Philadelphia,  gentle- 
men, withm  two  weeks  aft^  this  date,  towards  the 
furnishing  of  provisions  and  blankets,  or  other  warm 
dotfiing,  to  the  tnoops  now  at  or  near  Crown  Point, 
on  the  frontiers  of  New  Yoric,  will  be  of  service  to 
the  crown,  and  acceptable  to  the  public,,  and  the  sub- 
scribers ought  to  be  thankftdly  reimbursed  (with  inter* 
est)  by  future  assemblies,  to  whom  it  is  accordingly 
by  diis  House  earntesdy  reccnnmended.'' 

And  Ihis  may  be  <»lled  the  finidung  measure  of 
tills  evety  way  public^spirited  BsstaSAy.  The  governor 
did  not  choose  to  be  in  the  way  to  receive  dieir  reply ; 
and  so  the  session  and  the  controversy  (or  this  time 
ended  toge^er. 

Into  the  hands  oi  what  number  of  readera,  or  readers 
of  what  capacities,  dispositioni^  or  principles,  diis  trea- 
tise shsU:  fiiJl,  is  out  ci  calculation  the  first,  and  decis* 
k>n  the  last ;  but  whatever  the  number  may  be,  or 
however  they  may  happen  to  be  principled,  disposed, 
or  endowed,  the  majority  will  by  this  time,  probably, 
exdaim,  ^^ Enough  of  this  governor!"  or,  ^Enough  of 
this  author!'' 

But  which  ever  should  happen  to  be  the  case,  pardon 
is  asked  tx  &e  necessity  of  proceedfaig  a  few  stages 
farther ;  and  patience  ought  to  be  required,  to  induce 
die  reader  to  hdd  out  to  the  end  of  so  disagreeable 
%  journey. 

Though  foiled,  disgraced,  and  silenced,  diis  And- 
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Penn,  this  undertaker  to  subvert  the  buSding  Penn 
had  raised^  was  far  from  quitting  the  lists. 

On  the  contrary,  he  lay  in  wait  with  impatience  for 
a  verification  of  his  own  predictions  concerning  the 
danger  of  the  frontier,  and  the  miseries  the  inhabitants 
were  to  sustam  when  the  enemy  should  break  in  upon 
them. 

When  such  should  actually  become  the  case,  when 
the  fugitives  should  on  all  sides  be  driven,  either  by 
the  enemy  or  their  own  fears,  or  both,  towards  the 
capital;  when  every  week  should  furnish  some  new 
tragedy ;  and  rumor  so  practise  upon  credulity,  that 
every  single  fact  should  by  the  he^  of  echoes  and 
re-echoes  be  multiplied  into  twenty;  when  the  panic 
should  become  general,  and  the  very  distractions  of 
the  herd,  and  tiieir  incapacity  to  operate  for  them- 
selves,  should  render  them  obnoxious  to  any  impoa- 
tion  whatsoever;  then,  he  thought,  and  not  altogether 
unjusdy,  their  passions  might  be  of  service  to  him, 
though  their  reasons  could  not  And  the  event  will 
show,  that,  provided  he  might  attam  his  ends,  he  could 
be  very  indifferent  about  the  means. 

Factions  he  had  found  means  to  form,  both  in  the 
city  and  the  several  counties ;  and  tools  and  implements 
of  all  kinds,  from  the  officious  magistrate  down  to  the 
prostitute  writer,  the  whispering  incendiary,  and  avow* 
ed  desperado,  he  was  surrounded  with.  The  press 
he  had  made  an  outrageous  use  of;  a  cry  he  had  rais* 
ed;  and  m  miniature  the  whole  game  of  faction  was 
here  played  by  him  with  as  littie  reserve,  though  not 
with  as  much  success,  as  it  is  in  greater  affidrs  else- 
where. 

The  current  of  elections,  however,  still  continued 
to  set  against  him;  those  who  had  the  most  intere^ 
at  stake  remained  firm  to  the  mterest  of  their  countiy ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY  OF  PENN8YLVA.NIA.  413 

find  now  notfaiiig  remaiaed  bui^  by  the  dbt  of  arfifiee 
md  tlxBuotj  to  compel  those  to  be  sabsKrient  to  lus 
indirect  purposes,  if  possible,  whom  he  could  not  de* 
prire  c(  their  country's  confidence  and  favor. 

This  was  the  troe  state  of  Pennsylyania,  when  the 
new  assembly,  composed  chiefly  of  the  old  members^ 
took  their  seatsi 

On  the  I4th  of  October  the  House  met  of  course, 
according  to  their  constitution;  but  did  not  proceed 
to  ttalbcTisif  Gt,  at  leasts  extraordinary  busmess.  The 
governor  was  not  as  yet  sure  of  his  criss ;  and,  there- 
fore, chose  to  feel  their  pulse  first  in  manner  following. 
His  secretary,  being  m  conversation  with  the  Speaker 
of  the  assembly  (the  same  who  had  served  in  that 
office  for  many  years  past),  took  occasion  to  commu- 
nicate two  letters  to  him  concemmg  Indian  affairs ;  and, 
the  Speaker  askmg,  whedier  they  were  not  to  be  laid 
before  the  House,  the  secretary  replied,  he  had  no 
such  orders.  The  letters  were  of  course  returned; 
and  the  Speaker  made  the  House  acquainted  with  this 
mcident ;  adding  ^  that  he  thought  the  said  letters  con- 
tained matters  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  die 
province ;  but,  as  he  could  not  presume  to  charge  his 
memory  with  the  particulars,  so  as  to  lay  them  before 
the  House  for  the  foundation  of  their  conduct,  he  could 
only  mention  the  fact,  and  recommend  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.'*  The  House  hereupon  de- 
puted two  members  to  infcmn  the  governor,  "that,  hav- 
ing gone  through  the  usual  business  done  at  the  first 
sitting  of  an  assembly,  they  were  mclined  to  adjourn, 
unless  he  had  any  thing  to  lay  before  them,  particu- 
larly in  regard  to  Indian  affairs,  that  might  require  their 
longer  stay.''  And  the  same  members  were  farther 
directed  to  acquaint  him  with  the  time  of  their  ad- 
journment, in  case  die  governor  should  in  reply  say, 

II* 
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he  had  nothmg  to  dommunicate.  This- concert  upon 
one  side,  produced  concert  on  the  other.  The  governor 
replied,  as  had  been  foreseen,  ^that,  if  he  had  had  any 
busmess  to  lay  before  the  House,  he  should  have  done 
it  before  that  time."  And  being  then  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  proposed  time  of  adjournment,  which  was 
till  the  1st  of  December,  he  said,  11  was  very  ioelL 

The  House,  therefore,  having  first  resolved  to  con- 
tinue the  supplies  granted  by  the  former  assembly  to 
the  Indians  on  their  fix)ntier,  adjourned  accordingly, 
havmg  sat  but  four  days. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

The  Assembly  being  reconvoked,  the  Governor  informs  them,  that  a 
Party  of  French  and  Indians  had  passed  the  Mountains,  and  demands 
a  Supply.  Petitions  from  various  Quarters  presented  to  the  Assem- 
bly.  Depredations  of  the  Indians.  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds  granted, 
to  be  struck  in  Bills  of  Credit,  which  the  Governor  refuses.  A  new 
Message,  reporting,  that  the  Susquehanna  Indians  had  oiFered  their 
Service  to  the  Province.  Two  Messages  from  the  Assembly  to  the 
Governor ;  the  first  concerning  Peace  with  the  Indians,  and  a  Money 
Bill ;  the  other  concerning  the  Susquehanna  Indians  Bill  for  regu- 
lating the  Indian  Trade. 

FiFT££ir  days  of  this  adjournment  were  also  suf- 
fered to  elapse,  as  if  all  danger  and  apprehension  were 
at  an  end.  But  then  the  goY&raor,  being  armed  at 
all  points,  summoned  them  to  meet  him,  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  alarm  and  terror  his  imagination  could 
furnish. 

Intelligence  (probably  the  same  intelligence  contain- 
ed in  the  two  letters  communicated  by  his  secretary 
to  the  Speaker)  that  a  party  of  French  and  Indians,  to 
the  niunber  of  fifteen  hundred,  as  he  was  informed, 
had  passed  the  Allegheny  Hills,  and  having  penetrated 
as  far  as  the  Kittochtiny  Hills,  within  about  eighty 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  were  encamped  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, was  the  business  he  had  to  impart  to  them; 
and,  fit)m  his  manner  of  imparting  it,  he  seemed  more 
delighted  than  shocked  with  the  recital  ^This  mva- 
sion,"  said  he,  ^  was  what  we  had  the  greatest  reason 
to  believe  would  be  the  consequence  of  General  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  and  the  retreat  of  the  regular  troops. 
[Why  did  they  retreat  then  from  the  actual  seat  of 
war  ?  Was  the  wild  country  on  the  Ohio  better  worth 
defending  than  Pennsylvania?  Was  any  projected  ac- 
quisition of  more  importance  to  the  public  than  the 
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preservation  of  such  a  country?  Did  not  tbis  very 
governor  talk  of  the  plenty  of  the  provmce  and  its 
defenceless  state,  from  time  to  time,  almost  in  the  style 
of  mvitation,  as  if  he  meant  to  bespeak  the  very  event 
be  was  now  expotiatmg  upon?  And  is  not  he  more 
to  be  upbraided  f(n*  su#ering  those  troq)s  to  be  recsdl- 
ed^  if  he  did  no  more,  without  making  the  strongest 
remottstfances  agakst  k^  than  the  assembly  who  be- 
sought their  protection.  And  if  if  shoidd  appeal*  from 
bis  whole  conduct^  that  he  desired  nothing  more  ar- 
dently than  that  such  an  event  idiouid  happen;  and 
that  his  principal  endeavour  was,  to  improve  it  when 
it  did  l^{^piett  to  proprietafy  purposes,  at  the  eoqiense 
of  the  fbrtuttes,  Mberdes^  and  lives  of  the  inhabifaats^ 
with  what  abhorrence  must  we  reflect  on  tiw  paiM 
taken  m  this  speech,^  to  aggravate  thie  calaaoutoas  state 
of  tiie  pfmisu^Bj  and  to  place  it  to  the  aocouat  of  diose^ 
who  had  in  a  most  signal  manner  deserved  the  Aadu^ 
mn  ^ftAy  of  the  l^eimsylvaiiians,  but  also  of  ail  the 
friends  and  hxvei^  of  liberty  and  virtaie  distributed 
tkt>tigh  the  British  empire  T) 

^Had  my  hands  been  suffieiefitly  streagldieiMi''  (so 
he  pmce€id^)  '^I  shodd  have  pot  this  ptorviace  mte 
soeb  a  postare  of  defence,  as  might  have  pcevented 
the  mischiefs  that  have  smce  happened.''  A  dose  of 
venom  appesrently  prepared  and  axihnmi^^efed  to  poison 
tito  ppomce;  if  die  gor^^mor  might  have  been  tfaear 
saviour,  and  was  not^  for  wwit  of  psoper  powers,  dtt 
assembly,  accused  to  having  withheld  thenv  were  to 
be  considered  as  piAdb  enemies.  To  be  tveatod  as 
such  could  not  but  folbw^  The  po^mlace  are  never 
so  ripe  for  mischief  as  m  times  of  most  (hnger.  A 
provmd^d  dictator  he  wanted  to  be  eonstitufed;  he 
thought  tbis  would  be  the  sorest  way  of  cairyiBg  his 
|ioml  ]  and^  if  the  Peansytvaiiiadis  had  takeft  so  fiuitic 
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a  turn,  they  would  not  have  been  the  first,  who  like 
the  flock  in  the  fable,  had,  in  a  fit  of  despair,  taken 
a  wolf  for  their  shepherd. 

But  to  return.  ^  That  the  Delaware  and  Shawanese 
Indians  had  been  gained  over  by  the  French,  under 
the  ensnaring  pretence  of  restoring  them  to  their  coun- 
tiy,''  constituted  his  *  next  mflammatory.  And  then,  in 
order  to  magnify  his  own  merits,  he  farther  suggested, 
^that  he  had  sent  the  same  intelligence,  both  to  the 
King's  ministers,  together  with  a  representation  of  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  province,  and  to  the  neighbour- 
ing governments,  that  the  latter  might  be  at  once  pre- 
pared to  defend  themselves  and  succour  them ;  that,  the 
back  inhabitants  having  upon  this  occasion  behaved 
themselves  with  uncommon  spirit  and  activity,  he  had 
given  commissions  to  such  as  were  willing  to  take 
them,  and  encouragement  to  all  to  defend  themselves, 
till  the  government  was  enabled  to  protect  them;  but 
that  they  had  complained  much  of  want  of  order  and 
discipline,  as  well  as  of  arms  and  ammunition ;  and  he 
was  without  power,  money,  or  means  to  form  them 
into  such  regular  bodies,  as  the  exigency  required,  &c. 
That  the  designs  of  the  enemy  could  cmly  be  conjec- 
tured fit)m  their  motions  and  numbers ;  and  that  fiom 
those  and  the  known  circumstances  of  the  province, 
it  was  reasonable  to  apprehend,  they  had  something 
more  in  view,  than  barely  cutting  off  and  destroying 
some  of  the  fiY)ntier  settlements*''  And  (or  a  conclu- 
sion he  summed  up  his  lords  the  proprietaries'  will 
and  pleasure,  as  follows; 

^His  Majesty  and  the  proprietaries  having  committed 
the  people  of  thb  province  to  my  charge  and  care,  I 
have  done,  and  still  shall  very  readily  do,  every  thing 
in  my  power  to  fulfil  that  important  trust;  and  to  that 
end,  I  thmk  it  my  duty  to  call  upon  you  to  grant 

YOL.  III.  63 
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^iich  supplies  of  money  as  his  Majesty^s  service,  at 
this  important  and  dangerous  crisis,  may  require,  and 
to  prepare  a  bill  for  establishmg  a  regular  militia,  ex- 
empting such  as  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  bear- 
mg  arms,  it  being  impossible,  without  such  a  law, 
though  large  sums  of  money  should  be  raised,  to  pre- 
vent confusion  and  disorder,  or  conduct  matters  with 
any  degree  of  regularity. 

"  As  the  enemy  are  now  laying  waste  the  countty, 
tod  slaughtering  the  inhabitants,  there  is  no  time  to 
be  lost  I  therefore  think  it  necessary  upcm  this  occa- 
sion to  inform  you,  that  I  am  ready  and  wflhng  to 
consent  to  a  law  for  emitting  any  sum  m  paper  money 
the  present  service  may  require,  if  funds  are  estab- 
Kshed  for  sfaiking  the  same  in  five  years  ;^  but  I  can- 
not think  it  consistent  either  with  tilie  powers  of  my 
commission,  or  the  duty  I  owe  the  crowiv  to  pass 
any  bSlB  of  the  same  or  a  like  tenor  of  diose  I  have 
keretoft»^  refused.  And  I  hope  you  wH  not  waste 
your  tim^  in  oflering  me  any  such  bills,  ds  you  must 
know,  from  what  has  passed  between  me  said  the  late 
assembly,  and  the  information  I  now  give  you;  it  is 
not  m  my  power  to  consent  to ;  and  I  earnestly  re- 
eommend  it  to  you,  to  affbrd  in  time  that  assistance 
which  your  bleeding  country  stands  so  much  in  need 
of.^' 

So  that  in  case  they  would  not  wave  their  privileges 
m  the  maiiner  prescribed,  and  protect  the  proprietaiy 
estate  gratis,  their  country  might  bleed  to  deatJdk  if  it 
would;  for  they  were  not  to  be  penmtted  to  make 
use  d*  their  own  money  theit*  own  way,  to  save  it 

One  act  of  Parliament*   there  is,  and   one  only, 

which  not  onty  admits,  that  governors  and  deputy-* 

—  ~-  —  ^ . . . .    ...■■  ... — . — . 

«  11  ftBd  l!l  of  WUliani  HL  Ctp.  lH 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OP   FENNSYLVANIA.  419 

govanors  loay  abuse  their  power  and  oppress  the  sub* 
ject,  but  also  afieets  to  provide  f<n-  the  punishmait  of 
such  oppressors.  But  then  the  wcnxl  oppression  is  left 
90  vi^ue  aod  iudefiuitei  that  no  subject  ever  did,  or 
can,  derive  any  benefit  fix)ai  it.  Of  all  &e  saverfd 
species  of  oppression,  that,  now  practised  by  this  man 
upon  a  whde  inrovince,  was  surely  the  most  grievous ; 
and,  as  it  required  no  common  share  o(  firmness  to 
withstand  it,  so  it  required  an  equal  degree  of  pru* 
dence  to  temper  that  firmness,  m  such  a  mcumer  as 
might  obviate  all  the  misconstructions  and  misrepresent 
tations  the  withstanders  had  good  reason  to  be  sure 
would  be  put  upon  it. 

Petitions  fixun  various  quart^^,  and  many  of  them 
of  such  an  opposite  tendency  that  they  were  irvecon* 
cilable  with  eadi  other,  poured  in  upon  them ;  som^ 
of  the  petiticmers  declaring  themselves  lughly  sensiUe 
of  the  ze$l  and  diligence  the  assembly  had  shown  for 
the  interest  and  wdfare  of  theu:  constituents,  in  con- 
tending for  what  ought  in  justice  to  be  granted ;  others 
p^tending  to  pray,  that  the  House  would  not  keep  up 
unnecess^  disputes  with  the  governor,  nor  by  re$i- 
Boa  of  their  r^gious  scruples  longer  neglect  the  de- 
fence of  the  province ;  both  requiring  to  have  arms 
put  into  their  hands;  and  others  expressing  their 
{ecvent  desires^  that  measures  might  be  pursued  con- 
sistait  with  their  peaceable  principles,  and  that  they 
would  continue  humbly  to  confide  in  the  protection  oS 
that  Afanighty  Power,  which  had  hith^o  been  as  walls 
and  bulwarks  round  about  them. 

The  ass^nbly  received  ail  with  composure;  and 
resolved  to  give  all  the  satisfaction  th^  could  to  a|L 
To  the  points  enforced  by  the  governor  they  attended 
first ;  and,  to  take  ofi*  the  panic  which  prevailed  in  the 
province,  undelook  to  rect^  the  intelligence  he  bad 
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given,  which  could  not  but  contribute  greatly  to  the  m- 
crease  of  it  In  their  reply  to  that  part  of  his  speech, 
for  instance,  they  told  him,  "  they  could  not  find  by  the 
letters  and  papers,  he  had  been  pleased  to  lay  before 
them,  that  any  such  number  of  Frendi  and  Indians 
were  encamped  on  any  part  of  the  river  Susquehanna.'' 
What  they  admitted  was,  *Uhat  the  bad£  settlers  were 
gready  alarmed  and  terrified ;  that  cruelties  had  been 
committed  on  the  inhabitants  by  the  Delaware  and 
Shawanese  Indians,  principally  within  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  the  projHietaries  at  Albany  but  the  year  be- 
fore ;  that,  periiaps,  there  might  be  a  few  of  the  French 
Mohawks  among  them ;  but  this  was  not  veiy  clear ; 
and  that  these  were  to  be  followed,  as  several  of  the 
accounts  said,  by  a  large  number  of  Indians  and  French 
from  Fort  Duquesne,  with  a  design  of  dividing  them- 
selves into  parties,  m  order  to  fall  on  the  back  settle- 
ments of  Pennsylvania  and  Vu^mia;  and  that  the 
Indians  still  inclined  to  preserve  their  alliance  with  the 
province  seemed,  on  the  other  hand,  as  much  terrified, 
lest,  provoked  with  these  hostilities,  the  English  generally 
should  revenge  upon  them  the  barbarities  so  committed 
by  the  invaders ;  that,  therefore,  great  care  and  judgment 
was,  in  their  opinion,  requisite  in  conducting  their  Indian 
afiairs  at  that  critical  conjuncture;  that,  as  the  Six 
Nations  were  m  alliance  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  numbers  of  them  then  acting  with  great  fidelity  and 
bravery  under  General  Johnson,  it  seemed  absolutely 
necessary  on  their  part  to  make  it  their  request  to  the 
governor  to  be  informed,  whether  he  knew  of  any  dis- 
gust or  injury  the  Delawares  or  Shawanese  had  ever 
received  torn  Pennsylvania,  and  by  what  means  their 
affections  could  be  so  alienated,  as  not  only  to  take  up 
the  hatchet  against  the  said  province,  m  breach  of  their 
dependence  on  the  Six  Natbns,  by  whom  they  had 
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been  so  long  smce  subdoed,  but  also  of  the  friendly 
iBtemews  and  treaties,  which  they  (the  Pennsyhra- 
nians)  had  so  repeatedly  and  veiy  lately  held  both  with 
them  and  the  Six  United  Nations,  both  before  and  after 
the  defection  of  part  of  the  Shawanese,  for  whom  they 
had  particularly  mterposed  their  good  offices  in  pro- 
curing the  liberty  and  sending  home  a  number  of  dieir 
people,  as  it  was  apprehended,  much  to  their  satisfac- 
tion ;  as  also,  whether  he  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
inclination  of  the  said  Six  Nations,  or  what  part  they 
had  taken  in  relation  to  this  cruel  incursion,  of  the 
Delawares  and  Shawanese.  They  farther  desired  him 
to  lay  b^ore  them  the  Indian  treaty  held  at  Philadelphia 
in  the  September  preceding ;  and  dedared  themselves 
disposed  and  resolved  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power, 
if  it  should  appear  they  had  sustained  any  injury  at 
their  hand,  to  regain  their  affections,  rather  than,  by  any 
neglect  or  refusal  of  that  justice  which  was  due  both  to 
them  and  all  their  Indian  allies,  entail  upon  themselves 
and  their  posteri^  the  calamities  of  a  cruel  Indian  war, 
of  whi€Ji  they  apprehended  there  would  otherwise  be 
but  too  much  danger.** 

And,  the  governor,  die  same  afternoon,  sending  dowA 
another  message,  importing,  ^  that  the  enemy  had  faUea 
upon  the  settlements  at  a  place  caDed  the  Great  Cove, 
and  slaughtered  or  made  prisoners  such  of  the  inhabit- 
ants as  could  not  ix^ke  their  escape ;  that  those  adjoin* 
ing  were  quittmg  their  habitations  and  retreating  in- 
wards ;  and  that  he  must  therefore  most  eamesdy  press 
them  to  strengthen  his  hands,  and  enable  him  speedily 
to  draw  forth  the  forces  of  the  province,  as  any  delay 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences ; " 
they  Ux)k  the  same  into  fanmediate  consideration,  and 
granted  sixty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use  to  be 
Btruck  in  bills  of  credit,  and  sunk  by  a  tax  of  sixpence 
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per  pound  and  ten  shillings  per  head,  yearly,  for  four 
years,  laid  on  all  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  and  tax- 
ables  within  the  province ;  and  on  the  fourth  day  after- 
wards sent  it  up  to  the  governor  for  his  assent,  who 
most  unwarrantably  and  cruelly  took  advantage  of  the 
terrors  which  had  seized  upon  the  province,  and  which 
he  himself  had  helped  to  accumulate,  to  reject  it  imme- 
diately ;  urging,  ^that  it  was  of  the  same  kind  with  (me 
he  had  formerly  refused  his  assent  to ;  and  that  it  was 
not  consistent  either  with  his  duty  or  his  safety  to  ex- 
ceed, in  matters  of  government,  the  powers  of  his  com- 
mission,  much  less  to  do  what  his  commission  expressly 
prohibited^  So  that  his  own  safety,  with  regard  to 
his  bond  and  his  commission,  was  put  into  the  scale 
against  the  safety  of  the  province;  and  his  duty  to 
the  proprietaries  against  his  duty  to  the  Emg  and  the 
public ;  which  shows,  in  one  word,  that  the  whole  bias 
of  such  government  is  eccentrical  and  unnaturaL 

His  first  duty  was  to  concur  with  the  assembly  in 
whatever  was  necessary  for  the  good  and  happy  gov- 
ernment of  the  provmce.  The  necessity  of  the  grant 
in  question,  even  for  the  preservation  of  the  province, 
had  been  the  burden  of  every  one  of  his  speeches  and 
messages.  So  pressing  wa^  the  extremity,  so  imminrat 
the  danger,  so  terrifying  the  confusion,  that  the  least 
delay  on  the  side  of  the  assembly  had  been  represented 
as  productive  of  the  most  fatal  consequences ;  and  yet 
the  smallest  proprietary  consideration  could  induce  the 
governor  to  act  as  if  he  did  not  believe  one  word  he 
had  said,  or  had  the  least  concern  about  any  other  con- 
sideration whatsoever. 

Whether  the  proprietaries  ought  to  be  taxed,  or  not, 
he  would  no  longer  dispute.  *4t  was  sufficient  fcM- 
him,''  he  said,  ^*  that  they  had  given  him  no  power  in 
that  case.     He  reproached  them  with  having  sat  six 
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days,  and,  mstead  of  strengdiening  his  hands  m  that 
mtenral,  with  having  sent  him  a  message  for  regaining 
the  affecdons  of  the  Indians,  then  employed  in  laying 
waste  the  country  and  butchering  the  inhabitants.'' 
But  then  he  chose  to  foi^et  entirely  their  application  to 
him,  at  their  first  sitting,  for  such  mtelligence  as  they 
might  then  have  proceeded  to  business  upon,  and  his 
express  declaration,  when  they  proposed  an  adjourn- 
ment to  him,  ''that  he  had  no  busmess  to  impart  to 
them.'*  He,  nevertheless,  added,  "that,  upon  the  re- 
peated accounts  he  had  received  of  the  miserable  situ* 
ation  of  the  back  counties,  his  council  had  unani- 
mously advised  him  to  repair  thither  himself,  to  put 
things  in  the  best  order  possible;  and  that  he  had 
hitherto  declined  it,  that  he  might  first  know,  what  they 
had  to  propose  on  this  occasion ;  but  that,  having  now 
received  a  bill  from  them  which  they  well  knew  he 
could  not  give  his  consent  to,  he  despaired  of  their 
doing  any  thing,  so  should  immediately  set  ofi"  for  the 
back  counties ;  that,  if  the  people  there  had  not  all  the 
assistance  their  present  distresses  made  necessary,  it 
would  not  be  for  want  of  inclination  m  him,  but  of 
power;  that  he  should  take  a  quorum  of  the  council 
with  him;  and  that,  m  case  they  shouM  have  any  biHs 
to  propose  that  were  consistent  with  the  duties  of  his 
station,  and  the  just  rights  of  government,  he  should 
readily  give  his  consent  to  them  whenever  they  were 
brought  to  him.** 

This  menace  of  immediately  setting  ofi"  for  the  back 
counties  was  also  another  piece  of  practice  on  the  fears 
of  the  assembly ;  but,  whatever  effect  it  had  without 
doors,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  had  much  within; 
on  the  contrary,  the  assembly  deputed  two  of  their 
memba^,  to  know  his  determinate  resolution,  **  whether 
he  would  or  would  not  pass  the  bill,"  and,  m  the  latter 
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case,  ^to  desire  him  to  return  it  to  die  House."  This 
message  was  verbal;  and  he  evaded  a  present  rejdj 
by  saying,  that,  if  the  House  would  send  him  a  message 
in  writing  on  that  head,  he  would  return  them  an 
answer;  adding,  ^that  he  should  not  return  die  said 
bill" 

A  written  message  was  hereupon  taken  mto  consid- 
eration ;  but,  before  it  could  be  perfected,  another  from 
the  governor  was  brought  down  by  the  secretary,  im- 
porting, ^  that  the  Indians  livmg  upon  the  Susquehanna, 
amounting  in  all  to  about  three  hundred  fighting  men, 
had  applied  to  him  to  put  the  hatchet  mto  their  hands, 
in  conjunction  with  the  provincial  forces,  and  to  be  fur- 
nished with  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  and  strong 
houses  for  the  protection  of  their  old  men,  women,  and 
children;  that  they  had  desired  an  explicit  answer 
widiout  farther  delay,  that  they  might  either  prepare 
to  act  with  the  provmce,  or  provide  for  thdr  ovm  secu- 
rity; that  they  had  assured  him  this  would  be  the 
last  application  they  should  make;  and  that,  in  case  it 
did  not  succeed,  they  should  leave  them  as  an  in&tu- 
ated  people  to  the  mercy  of  their  enemies;  that  he 
could  not  but  look  upon  this  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant matters,  that  ever  came  under  their  consideration ; 
as  it  could  not  be  supposed  these  Indians  would  expose 
themselves  to  the  fury  of  an  enemy,  so  superior  to 
themselves,  unless  they  were  vigorously  supported ;  and, 
as  a  refusal  would  unavoidably  throw  them  into  the 
arms  of  the  French,  that,  how  fatal  this  must  prove  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  and  all  the  En^ish 
colonies,  they  could  not  be  ignorant ;  that  he  wbs  ready 
and  desirous  to  do  any  thing  consistent  with  his  duty 
to  the  crown,  for  the  protection  and  assistance,  as  wdl 
of  those  their  aUies,  as  of  the  said  inhabitants ;  and  that 
upon  this  important  affiur,  and  at  the  pressing  instances 
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of  these  Indians,  he  had  put  off  his  journey  to  the  back 
settlements,  although  he  conceived  his  presence  among 
them  at  that  time  to  be  extremely  necessary." 

Thus  the  defeat  of  one  expedient  made  way  for  the 
trial  of  another ;  and  what  the  governor's  set-off  could 
not  effect,  was  to  be  reattempted  by  this  put-off. 

The  assembly,  however,  were  equally  proof  against 
both ;  and,  faavmg  adjusted  a  separate  answer  to  each, 
sent  them  up  the  next  day,  November  11th,  by  the 
same  messengers. 

In  the  first  they  signified,  ^  that  they  had  come  to- 
gether with  the  sincerest  disposition  to  avoid,  if  possible, 
all  disputes  whatsoever  with  the  governor;  that  they 
were  deepty  affected  with  the  distresses  of  the  fix>ntier 
country^  and  determmed  to  do  every  thing  that  could  be 
expected  of  them  for  the  public  safety ;  that  they  had 
immediately  voted  a  large  sum  for  the  King's  service, 
and  provided  a  fund  for  sinking  the  whole  within  five 
years,  as  recommended  by  the  governor ;  that,  as  the 
colony  had  been  founded  on  maxims  of  peace,  as  they 
had  so  long  maintained  an  uninterrupted  fiiendship  with 
the  natives,  and  as  the  French  had  ab^eady  gained 
the  Delawares  and  Shawanese*  to  their  interest,  they 
thought  it  was  but  natural  for  them  to  inquire,  what 
cause  of  complaint  had  been  administered  to  them, 
and  to  express  their  readiness  to  do  them  justice,  before 
hostilities  were  returned  and  the  breach  grown  wider ; 
that  for  their  better  information,  and  without  intending 
the  least  offence  to  the  governs,  they  had  applied  for 
the  last  treaty ;   that  their  message  to  this  effect  was 

*  See  a  pamphlet,  written  in  Pennsylvania  and  published  in  London, 
iDtitled,  "  An  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  of  the  Alienation  of  the  Delaware 
and  Shawanese  Indians  firom  the  British  interest,**  Slc^  wherein  will  be 
found  what  reason  the  assembly  had  to  suspect  those  Indians  might  have 
been  injuriously  treated  by  the  proprietaries  and  their  agents. 

VOL.  in.  64  jj* 
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sent  upon  the  second  day  after  their  entering  upon 
business;  and  that  the  governor  had  not  till  then  vouch- 
safed them  an  answer."  Coming  then  to  the  bill, 
^  They  suggested  an  apprehension,  that  the  governor's 
immediate  refusal  of  it,  because  it  was  of  the  same  kind 
with  one  he  had  before  refused,  arose  from  his  not  hav- 
mg  allowed  himself  time  to  consider  of  it;"  adding, 
^  that  indeed  all  bills  for  raising  money  were  so  far  of 
the  same  kind,  but  this  differed  greatly  from  every 
former  bill  which  had  been  offered  him;  that  all  the 
amendments  (of  any  consequence)  which  he  had  pro- 
posed to  the' last  bill  he  had  refused,  save  that  for  to- 
tally exempting  the  proprietary  estate,  had  been  admit- 
ted in  this ;  that,  being  as  desirous  as  the  governor  to 
avoid  any  dispute  on  that  head,  they  had  even  so 
framed  the  bill  as  to  submit  it  entirely  to  his  Majesty's 
royal  determination,  whether  that  estate  had  or  had  not 
a  right  to  such  exemption ;  that  so  much  time  was  al- 
lowed by  the  bill,  that  the  King's  pleasure  might  possibly 
be  known  even  before  the  first  assessment ;  that  it  was 
farther  provided,  that  if,  at  any  time  during  the  ccmtinu- 
ance  of  the  act,  the  crown  should  declare  the  said  estate 
exempt  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  the  tax  though  as- 
sessed, should  not  be  levied,  or  if  levied  should  be 
refunded  and  replaced  by  an  additional  tax  on  the 
province ;  that  they  could  not  conceive  any  thing  more 
fair  and  reasonable  than  this,  or  that  the  governor  would 
or  could  start  any  objection  to  it,  since  the  words  *  in 

*  <<  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein  contained,  shaU  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  give  you  any  power  or  authority  to  do,  perfann, 
act,  suffer,  acquiesce  in,  or  consent  or  agree  unto,  any  act,  matter,  or 
thing  whatsoever,  by  means  orreason  whereof,  we,  or  either  of  us,  or  the 
heirs  of  us,  or  either  of  us,  may  be  hurt,  prejudiced,  impeached,  or  incum- 
bered, in  our  or  their,  or  either  of  our  or  their  royalties,  jurisdictions, 
properties,  estate,  right,  title,  or  interest,  of,  in,  or  to,  the  said  province  cr 
counties,  or  any  part  of  them.'' 
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hb  commission,  which  he  was  pleased  to  suppose  con- 
tamed  an  express  prohibition  of  his  passing  such  a  bill, 
did  not  appear  to  them  to  have  any  such  meanmg; 
that,  if  it  was  one  of  the  just  rights  of  government,  that 
the  proprietary  estate  should  not  be  taxed  foi:  the  com- 
mon defence  of  all  estates  in  the  province,  those  just 
rights  were  well  understood  in  England,  the  proprieta- 
ries were  on  the  spot  to  plead  their  own  cause^  or,  if  as 
remote  as  they  (the  assembly)  were,  might  safely  con- 
fide in  his  Majesty's  known  wisdom  and  justice ;  that 
the  equity  of  their  being  taxed  had  appeared  so  plain, 
even  to  their  best  friends  there,  that  they  had  entered 
into  a  voluntary  subscription  to  pay  their  supposed  quota 
for  them,  in  full  assurance,  that,  if  they  had  been  present, 
they  would  have  done  the  same  themselves,  and  would 
repay  what  should  be  so  advanced  for  them;  that,  if  the 
proprietaries  had  any  of  this  zeal  for  the  service  about 
them,  this  bill,  if  passed,  would  give  them  a  happy 
opportunity  of  manifesting  it,  by  becoming  solicitors  to 
the  King  for  his  approbation,  and  refusing  to  petition 
for  an  exemption ;  and  that  since  the  right  of  exemp- 
tion, contended  for  on  their  behalf  could  never  be 
setded  between  the  governor  and  assembly,  the  bill 
transferred  the  cause  thither  where  only  it  could  be 
decided,*' 

The  residue  of  this  piece  contains  so  full,  so  noble, 
and  so  affectmg  a  recapitulation  of  the  whole  dispute, 
and  sets  the  selfish  conduct  of  the  proprietaries  and 
their  deputy  in  so  dear  a  light,  that  leave  must  be  taken 
to  insert  it  verbatim^     ■  -  • 

"  Our  assemt>Bes  Kavie  of  late  had  so  many  supply 
bills,  and  of  such  difierent  kinds,  rejected  on  various 
pretences ;  some  for  not  complying  with  obsolete  occa- 
sional instructions,  (though  other  acts  exactly  of  the 
same  tenor  had  been  past  since  those  instructions,  and 
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received  tiie  royal  assebt ; )   some  for  being  inccm^teolt 
with  the  supposed  spirit  of  an  act  of  Pariiameiit,  when 
the  act  itself  did  not  any  way  affect  us,  beiog  made 
expressly  for  other  cdonies;  some  for  being,  as  the  gor- 
^mor  was  pleased  to  say,  'd*  an  extraordinary  nature,' 
without  mformmg  us  wherein  that  ^ctraordinary  nature 
-consisted ;  and  others  for  disagreeing  with  new-discov- 
ered meanings  and  {opced  constructions  of  a  clause  ia 
(he  proprietary  commission ;  that  we  are  now  really  at 
a  loss  to  divine  what  bill  can  possibly  pass.    The  pro- 
prietary mstructions  are  secrets  to  us;    and  we  may 
spend  much  tune,  and  much  o(  the  public  money,  m 
preparing  and  framing  bills  for  supply,  which,  after  all, 
jnust,  from  those  instructions,  prove  abcntive.     If  we 
are  thus  to  be  dnvexk  frcmi  bill  to  bill  without  one  sdid 
reason  afforded   us,  and  can  raise  no  money  for  the 
King's  service,  and  relief  or  security  of  our  country, 
till  we  fortunatdy  hit  on  the  only  bill  the  governor  is 
allowed  to  pass,  or  till  we  consent  to  make  such  as  the 
governor  or  proprietaries  direct  us  to  make,  we  see 
little  use  of  assemblies  in  this  particular,  and  think  we 
might  as  well  leave  it  to  the  governor  or  profuietaries 
to  make  for  us  what  supfJy  laws  they  please,  and  save 
ourselves  and  the  country   the  expense  and  trouble. 
All  debates  and  all  reasonings  are  vain,  whero  iRX)pri- 
etary  instructions,  just  or  unjust,  right  or  wrong,  must 
mviolably  be  observed.    We  have  only  to  find  out,  if 
we  can,  what  they  are,  and  then  submit  and  obey. 
But  surely  the  proprietaries'  conduct,  whether  as  fadiers 
of  their  country  or  subjects  to  their  king,  must  appear 
extraordinary,  when  it  is  considered,  that  they  have,  not 
only  formally  refused  to  bear  any  part  of  our  yeariy 
heavy  expenses  in  cultivating  and  mamtaining  friend- 
ship with  the  Indians,  though  they  reap  such  immense 
advantages  by  that  friendship,  but  that  they  now,  by 
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diar  fieutenant,  refose  to  contribute  any  part  towards 
resisting  an  invasion  of  the  King's  colony  committed  to 
their  care,  or  to  submit  their  claim  oi  exemption  to 
the  decision  of  their  sovereign. 

^In  fine,  we  have  the  most  sensible  concern  for  the 
poor  distressed  inhabitants  of  the  fit)ntiers.  We  have 
taken  every  stqp  in  our  power,  conmstent  with  the  just 
r^ts  of  the  fi^em^  of  Pennsylvania,  for  their  relief; 
md  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  in  the  midst  of  thev 
distresses  they  themselves  do  not  wish  us  to  go  far- 
ther. JTiose  who  would  give  tf>  essential  liberty^  to 
purchase  a  little  temporary  safety j  deserve  neither  liberty 
nor  safety.  Such  as  were  inclined  to  defend  them- 
selves, but,  unable  to  purchase  arms  and  ammunition, 
have,  as  we  are  informed,  beai  supplied  with  both,  as 
£eur  as  arms  could  be  procured,  out  of  moneys  given  by 
the  last  assembly  for  the  King's  use ;  and  the  large  sup- 
ply of  money  ofiered  by  this  bill  might  enable  die  gov- 
emcn*  to  do  every  thing  else  that  should  be  judged 
necessary  for  their  fiirther  security,  if  he  shall  think  fit 
to  accq>t  it  Whether  he  could,  as  he  supposes,  'if 
his  hands  had  been  property  strengthened,  have  put 
the  province  mto  such  a  posture  of  defence,  as  might 
have  prevented  the  present  mischiefs,^  seems  to  us  un- 
certain ;  smce  late  experience  m  our  neighbouring  col- 
ony of  Vii^inia  (which  had  every  advantage  for  that 
purpose  that  could  be  desired)  shows  clearly,  that  it  is 
next  to  impossible  to  guard  efiectually  an  extended 
fix)ntier,  setded  by  scatta*ed  single  families  at  two  or 
three  miles'  distance,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  the 
insidious  attacks  of  small  pardes  of  skulking  murder- 
ers ;  but  thus  much  is  certain,  that,  by  refunng  our  bills 
fix)m  time  to  dme,  by  which  great  sums  were  seasona- 
bly offered,  he  has  rejected  all  the  strength  that  money 
could  afford  him ;  and,  if  his  hands  are  still  weak  or 
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unable,  he  ought  cmly  to  blame  himself  or  those  who 
have  tied  them. 

"If  the  governor  proceeds  oa  his  journey,  and  takes 
a  quorum  of  his  council  with  him,  we  hope,  since  he 
retains  our  bill,  that  it  will  be  seriously  and  duly  con- 
sidered by  them;  and  that  the  same  regard  for  the 
public  welfare  which  induced  them  unanimously  to  ad- 
vise his  intended  journey,  will  mduce  them  as  unani- 
mously to  advise  his  assent  We  agree  therefore  to 
his  keeping  the  bill,  earnestly  requesting  he  would  re- 
consider it  attentively ;  and  shall  be  ready  at  any  time 
to  meet  him  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  it  mto  a  law." 

There  is  not  in  any  volume,  the  sacred  writings  ex- 
cepted, a  passage  to  be  found  better  worth  the  venera- 
tion of  freemen  than  this,  "Those  who  would  give  up 
essential  liberty,  to  purchase  a  littie  tempcHaiy  safe^, 
deserve  neither  liberty  nor  safety ;  '*  nor  could  a  lesson 
of  more  utility  have  been  laid  at  that  crisis  before  the 
Pennsylvanians. 

And  as  to  the  other  message  of  the  assembly,  which 
was  sent  up  together  with  this,  it  was  so  solid  and  con- 
cise that  it  will  not  bear  an  abridgment 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"  We  have  considered  the  governor's  message  of  yes- 
terday, relating  to  the  application  and  pressmg  m- 
stances  of  the  Indians,  and  are  glad  to  find,  that  he 
is  at  length  prevailed  on  to  declare  himself  'ready  and 
desirous  to  do  any  thing,  consistent  with  his  du^  to 
the  crown,  for  the  protection  and  assbtance,  as  wdl  of 
our  allies  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  gen- 
eral.' We  nevCT  have,  and  we  hope  never  shall,  desire 
him  to  do  any  thing  inconsistent  with  that  duty.  He 
has  it  now  in  his  power  to  do  what  he  may  think  the 
exigence  requires,  for  the  service  of  the  crown,  the 
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protection  of  our  allies,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
province.  As  captam-general,  he  has,  by  the  royal 
charter,  M  authority  to  rabe  men ;  and  the  bill  now  in 
his  hands,  granting  sixty  thousand  pounds,  will  enable 
him  to  pay  the  expenses.  We  grant  the  money  cheer- 
fully, though  the  tax  to  sink  it  will  be  a  heavy  one; 
and  we  hope  the  bill  will  receive  his  assent  imme- 
diately.** 

With  both,  a  bill  was  sent  up  for  supplymg  the 
western  and  northern  Indians,  friends  and  allies  of 
Great  Britam,  with  goods  at  more  easy  rates,  support- 
ing an  agent  or  agents  among  them,  and  preventing 
abuses  in  the  Indian  trade,  to  which  the  governor's 
assent  was  desired. 

The  governor's  answer  was,  **that  he  would  take  the 
same  into  consideration,  and  give  it  all  the  despatch  in 
his  power.**  But  whatever  he  was  pleased  to  say,  both 
his  head  and  his  heart  were  at  this  time  taken  up  with 
other  purposes ;  how  just  m  themselves,  how  agreeable 
to  his  commbsion,  and  how  salutary  to  the  province^ 
the  sequel  will  most  properiy  explain. 
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CHAPTER   XIIL 

A  DemaBd  on  the  Asiembly  to  coDstitate  a  Militia.  A  Petition  of 
Quakers  for  peaceable  Meaaures.  Message  from  the  Governor  con- 
cerning another  Indian  Massacre.  A  Militia  BilL  A  Discussion  of 
Indian  AflSuis.  A  Remonstrance  from  the  Mayor  of  PfailadelphMa. 
The  Assembly's  Reply  to  the  Governor's  Invective.  Parley  between 
the  Speaker  and  twenty-nine  Petitioners.  Unanimous  Resolutions 
concerning  the  Right  of  granting  Supplies  to  the  Crown. 

Is  the  course  c(  this  long  and  manifdd  controTersy, 
the  proceedings  of  Parliament  had  been  frequently  re- 
ferred to ;  and  the  rights  of  the  House  of  Commons  as 
frequently  urged,  by  way  of  sanctbn  for  the  claims  of 
the  assembly.  And  now  the  proprietary  party,  or  gov- 
ernor's men,  (for  wherever  there  is  influence,  there  such 
creatures  will  always  be  found,)  being  desirous  also  m 
thdr  turn  to  avafl  themselves  of  their  readmg,  had  re- 
course, it  may  be  presumed,  to  the  iisonous  Kentish 
petidon  in  the  year  1701,  as  a  proper  precedent  fix* 
them  to  proceed  upon,  m  hectcning  the  aasen^ly  into 
such  measures  as  they  could  not  be  prevailed  iqpon  to 
adopt  by  any  other  means. 

Willing,  however,  to  give  their  copy  the  air  of  an 
origmal,  they  chose  to  represent  to  their  representatives, 
rather  than  to  petition ;  and  whereas  the  Kentish  pe- 
tition humbly  implored,  these  came  with  a  positive  and 
immediate  demand. 

The  mayor  of  Philadelphia  took  the  lead  m  this  tur- 
bulent transaction,  and  found  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  inconsiderates  to  follow  him,  under  the  name  of 
several  of  the  principal  mhabitants  of  that  city. 

To  the  assembly  it  was  presented,  the  very  day  after 
the  two  messages,  just  recited,  were  left  with  the  gov- 
ernor.   ^^  At  a  time  when  a  bold  and  barbarous  enemy 
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has  advanced  within  about  one  hundred  miles  of  this 
metrc^lis,  [the  governor  had  said  eighty,]  carrying 
murder  and  desolation  along  with  them,"  (thus  pom- 
pously it  began,)  ^^we  should  think  ourselves  greatly 
wanting,  &c.,  if  we  did  not  thus  publicly  join  our  names 
to  the  number  of  those  who  are  requesting  you  to 
pass  a  law  m  order  to  put  the  province  into  a  posture 
of  defence,**  &c. 

A  militia  by  law  is  the  measure  they  afterwards 
contend  for ;  and  to  show  how  men  differ  from  them- 
selves accordmg  to  circumstances  and  situations,  the 
government  doctrine  here  was,  ^^that  the  proper  and 
natural  force  of  every  country  was  its  nuUtia,  without 
which  no  government  could  ever  subsist  itself;  that  no 
sums  of  money,  however  great,  could  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  defence  without  such  a  law,"  &c. 

And  it  was  in  these  very  words,  they  had  the  temer- 
ity to  enforce  their  point. 

"  We  hope  we  shall  always  be  enabled  to  preserve 
that  respect  to  you,  which  we  would  willingly  pay  to 
those  who  are  the  faithful  representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  this  province.  But,  on  the  present  occasion, 
you  will  forgive  us.  Gentlemen,  if  we  assume  characters 
something  higher  than  that  of  humble  suitors,  praying 
for  the  defence  of  our  lives  and  properties,  as  a  matter 
of  grace  and  favor  on  your  side ;  you  will  permit  us 
to  make  a  positive  and  immediate  demand  of  it,  as  a 
matter  of  perfect  and  unalienable  right  on  our  own 
parts,  both  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man." 

As  also  again  afterwards. 

^  Upon  the  whole.  Gentlemen,  we  must  be  permitted 
to  repeat  our  demand,  that  you  will  immediately  frame 
and  offer  a  law  for  the  defence  of  the  province,  in  such 
a  manner  as  the  present  exigency  requires.  The  time 
does  not  permit  many  hands  to  be  put  to  this  repre- 
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sentation ;  but,  if  numbers  are  necessary,  we  trust  we 
shall  neither  want  a  sufficient  number  of  hands  nor 
hearts  to  support  and  second  us,  till  we  finally  obtain 
such  a  reasonable  demand." 

To  a  committee  it  was  referred,  together  with  the  ad« 
dress  fit>m  certain  of  the  people  caUed  Quakers,  (recom- 
mendmg  peaceable  measures,  and  msinuating,  that  oth* 
erwise  many  as  well  as  themselves  would  be  vokd&c 
a  necessity  to  suffer  rather  than  to  pay,)  and  that 
concemmg  unnecessary  disputes  with  the  goremcM',  as 
containing  sundry  matters  of  an  extraordinary  nature^ 
for  consideration ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  House 
plied  the  governor  with  message  after  message,  con- 
cemmg the  bill  for  regulating  their  Indian  trade,  and 
that  for  the  supply.  Both  parties  apparently  wanted 
to  gam  time.  It  was  equally  dangerous  for  the  assem- 
bly  to  provoke  or  parley  witjli  a  multitude ;  and  noth- 
mg  but  new  matter  fix)m  the  fix)ntier  could  give  the 
governor  any  new  advantage  over  them. 

His  answer  to  the  assembly  on  the  14th  of  Novem* 
ber  was,  *^that  he  had  given  the  bill  relating  to  the 
Indian  trade  to  his  clerk  to  transcribe;"  and  that,  as 
to  the  other,  ^^he  was  then  reconsidering  it,  according 
to  the  request  of  the  House ;  and  when  he  came  to 
any  resolution  upon  it,  the  House  might  expect  his 
final  answer ;  but  he  did  not  know  when  that  would 
be." 

At  last,  on  the  17th,  that  is  to  say,  after  havmg  been 
again  quickened  by  anoth^  message,  he  sent  down  the 
latter,  with  a  paper  of  amendments  and  a  written  mes- 
sage, different  both  in  matter  and  manner  fit>m,  but 
altogether  as  illusory  as  the  former.  For,  having  mam- 
tained,  as  before,  that  he  was  not  authorized  by  his 
commission  to  pass  such  a  bill,  and  yet  agreed  with 
the  assembly,  diat  their  dispute  must,  in  the  end,  be 
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determmed  by  his  Majesty,  he  changed  his  objection 
from  the  thing  to  the  mode,  which  he  argued  was  un« 
precedented,  and,  in  effect,  impracticable ;  •*  For,**  he 
said,  ^  the  Ejng  could  not  properly  give  his  assent  to 
some  parts  of  an  act  and  reject  others ; "  and  he  then 
suggested  another  expedient,  namely,  for  the  House  to 
adopt  his  own  amendments  sent  down  with  the  bill, 
by  which  the  proprietary  estate  was  entirely  exempted ; 
and  to  prepare  and  pass  another  bill,  whereby  the  said 
estate  was  to  be  taxed  m  the  same  proportion  with 
every  other  estate,  only  not  by  assessors  chosen  by  the 
people,  but  by  commissioners  reciprocally  chosen  by 
himself  and  the  assembly,  and  also  named  in  the  biO ; 
together  with  a  suspendmg  clause,  that  the  same  should 
not  take  effect  till  it  had  received  his  Majesty's  appro- 
bation. All  was  closed  with  a  sort  of  protestation,  **that 
nothing  but  an  implicit  confidence  in  his  Majesty's 
goodness  and  justice,  that  he  would  disapprove  it  if  it 
was  wrong,  and  his  own  most  sincere  and  ardent  de- 
sire of  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  good 
and  security  of  the  people  committed  to  his  care,  could 
have  mduced  him  to  pass  a  law  in  any  shape  for  taxing 
the  said  estate ;"  and  a  predecision,  "that,  if  they  were 
equally  sincere  and  equally  affected  with  the  distresses 
and  miseries  of  their  bleeding  country,  they  could  have 
no  objection  to  this  method  of  affording  immediate  suc- 
cour and  relief/' 

What  the  doctrine  was,  established  m  the  province, 
concerning  suspending  clauses,  is  already  before  the 
reader,  and  consequently  the  inference,  in  case  the  as- 
sembly had  been  weak  enough  to  swallow  the  bait  thus 
hung  out  for  them.  But  they  were  neither  to  be  so 
amused  by  him,  nor  so  terrified  by  his  allies  without 
doors,  as  either  to  forego  the  use  of  their  understand- 
ings, or  to  act  with  their  eyes  open  as  if  they  had  no 
eyes  at  alL 
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Havmg,  therefore,  sufficiently  canvassed  tbe  matter, 
they  first  resolved,  that  they  would  adhere  to  thdr  biA 
without  admitting  any  of  the  govemcx^s  proposed 
amendments;  and  then,  to  hiake  him  sensible  that 
they  also  had  some  artillery  to  ply,  as  well  as  he,  thej 
farther  resolved,  ^^That,  m  case  the  governor  should 
persist  in  refusing  his  assent  to  their  bill,  which  was 
80  just  and  equitable  in  its  nature,  and  so  absolutelj 
necessary  at  that  tune  for  the  welfare  of  the  British 
interest  in  America,  after  he  should  receive  the  answer 
of  the  House  to  his  message  then  under  consideration, 
they  would  make  their  appeal  to  the  throne  by  remon- 
strance, humbly  beseeching  his  Majesty  to  cause  ther 
present  governor  to  be  removed,  or  take  such  other 
measures  as  might  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  like- 
ly to  ensue  from  his  conduct" 

This  vote  was  unanimous;  and  they  farther  took 
notice  in  their  minutes  of  some  dissatisfaction  expressed 
at  an  Indian  treaty  held  in  the  year  1753,  by  one  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Shawanese,  and  some  promise  made 
to  him  on  the  behalf  of  the  proprietaries,  which  had 
not  been  complied  with. 

The  governor,  on  the  other  hand,  sent  down  the 
secretary  with  intelligence  of  another  massacre  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  at  a  place  called  Tulpehocken ; 
and  in  a  written  message  farther  observed  on  the  sup- 
ply bill  he  had  returned,  ^^that  no  money  could  be 
issued  in  virtue  of  it  till  the  next  January,  before 
which  the  greatest  part  of  the  province  might  be  laid 
waste,  and  the  people  destroyed  or  driven  from  their 
habitations ;  thence  proceeded  to  demand  an  immediate 
supply  of  money ;  and  concluded  with  a  signification, 
that,  should  they  enable  him  to  raise  money  on  the 
present  occasion,  a  law  founded  on  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  punishing  mutiny  and  desertion   would   be 
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absolutely  necessary  for  the  government  of  them,  when 
not  joined  with  his  Majesty*s  regular  troops. 

This  was  no  sooner  read  than  the  House  adjusted 
their  answer  to  his  former  message,  in  which  "  They 
maintained  the  propriety  of  their  bill  in  point  of  mode 
as  well  as  matter ;  that  conditional  or  alternative  clauses 
were  far  from  being  unprecedented ;  that  the  act  was 
so  constructed  as  to  be  complete  either  way ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  m  pursuing  the  other  method  recom- 
mended, of  passing  two  bills  diametrically  contradictory 
to  each  other,  in  the  same  breath,  they  might  be  justly 
charged  with  doing  what  would  be,  not  only  unprece- 
dented and  absurd,  but  what  would  infallibly  secure 
the  end  aimed  at  by  the  governor,  to  wit,  exempting 
the  proprietaries  from  taxation ;  that,  as  to  the  expe- 
dient of  assessing  the  proprietary  estate  by  commission- 
ers instead  of  assessors,  they  did  not  see  the  necessity 
of  it ;  that  the  Lords  of  Parliament  had,  in  the  year 
1692,  proposed  a  like  amendment  to  a  money  bill,  but, 
finding  it  could  not  be  carried,  had  dropped  it  then 
and  never  revived  it  smce ;  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
valuable  rights  of  British  subjects  to  have  their  money 
biUs  accepted  without  amendments,  a  right  not  to  be 
given  up  without  destroymg  the  constitution,  and  incur- 
ring greater  and  more  lasting  mischiefs  than  the  grant 
of  money  could  prevent;  that  of  the  twenty  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  governor  to  the  fifty  thousand 
pounds  bill  of  the  last  assembly,  the  present  assembly 
had  admitted  every  one  of  them  that  was  of  any  con- 
sequence into  the  present  bill,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
avoiding  all  dispute,  except  that  of  exempting  the  pro- 
prietary estate ;  and  even  that  had  been  so  modified  as 
they  imagined  no  objection  could  remain;  that  they 
found,  however,  in  this  instance,  how  endless  it  was 
to  admit  such  changes,  seeing  the  governor  now  wanted 
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to  amend  his  own  amendments,  add  to  his  own  addi- 
tions, and  alter  his  own  alterations ;  so  that,  though  they 
should  now  accede  to  these,  they  could  not  be  sure 
of  being  ever  the  nearer  to  a  conclusion ;  that,  as  the 
\passing  the  proposed  separate  bill  was  equally  incon- 
sistent with  the  govemoi^s  construction  of  the  prohibi- 
tory clause  in  his  commission,  which  he  seemed  now 
to  have  got  over,  so  they  hoped  he  would  not,  few  the 
sake  of  a  mere  opinion,  concerning  mode  and  propriety, 
any  longer  refuse  a  bill  of  so  great  unportance  to  bis 
Majesty's  service,  and  even  the  proprietary  estate, 
going  daily  to  ruin,  as  well  as  the  relief  of  the  prov- 
ince ;  and  that  the  same  implicit  confidence  in  his  Maj- 
esty's goodness,  which  induced  hhn  to  pass  such  a  bill 
in  any  shape,  might  also  encourage  him  to  believe,  that 
any  little  impropriety,  if  any  there  was,  would  be  gra- 
ciously passed  over;  that,  ]f  there  could  be  any  doubts, 
which  was  most  affected  with  the  miseries  of  the 
province,  they,  who  were  most  of  them  natives  of  it, 
and  who  had  all  of  them  their  estates  there,  or  he,  a 
stranger  among  them,  a  consideration  of  the  many  bills 
they  had  offered  in  vain  for  its  relief,  and  their  earnest 
endeavours  to  give  such  great  sums  to  that  end,  would 
solve  them  all ;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  House 
adhered  to  their  bill  without  amendments ;  because  it 
was  a  money  bill ;  because  the  whole  sum  was  granted 
to  the  crown,  and  to  be  paid  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
subject ;  and  because  it  was,  in  their  judgments,  a  rea- 
sonable one.  Lastly,  they  made  it  their  request,  that 
since,  at  such  a  time  as  that,  disputes  and  contentions 
between  different  parts  of  the  government  could  not 
but  be  extremely  prejudicial  both  to  the  Ejng's  service 
and  the  welfare  of  the  country,  they  might  henceforth 
be  laid  aside ;  and  that  the  governor,  by  passing  this 
just  and  equitable  bill,  would  lay  the  foundation  of  such 
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an  agreement  as  might  conduce  to  the  general  benefit 
of  all  concerned)  and  prevent  the  necessity  they  should 
otherwise  be  under,  of  making  an  immediate  application 
and  complaint  against  him  to  their  sovereign." 

They  accompanied  this  message  with  certain  extracts 
from  the  journals  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  claims 
of  the  Lords  and  the  perseverance  of  the  Commons  in 
rejecting  them.  They  also,  m  a  separate  message,  ap- 
pfied  for  information  concerning  the  Shawanese  affair 
before  mentioned ;  and  in  a  farther  message  they  ap- 
prised him,  '^  that  their  treasury  was  quite  exhausted 
by  the  heavy  expenses  lately  mcurred,  and  that  they 
knew  of  no  way  of  rsdsing  money  so  expeditiously  as  that 
proposed  by  the  bill  then  before  the  governor."  After 
which  they  subjoined  the  following  expressions ;  '^  It  is 
true,  the  money  mtended  to  be  struck  may  not  be 
current  before  the  31st  of  December;  but,  as  that  is  not 
more  than  six  weeks,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  labor, 
service,  and  any  thmg  else  that  money  can  purchase 
among  us,  may  be  had  on  credit  for  so  short  a  time,  if 
the  biU  passes ;  and,  in  consideration  of  the  necessity  of 
affording  timely  assistance  to  the  distressed  inhabitants 
in  the  back  counties,  we  sincerely  hope,  and  once  more 
earnestly  entreat,  that  the  governor  wUi  no  longer  refuse 
or  delay  his  assent  to  it" 

At  this  time  the  House  had  a  militia  bill  under  their 
consideration,  framed  in  compliance  with  the  request  of 
sundry  petitions  they  had  received,  setting  forth,  "that 
the  petitioners  were  very  willing  to  defend  themselves 
and  country,  and  desirous  of  being  formed  into  regular 
bodies  for  that  purpose,  under  proper  oflEicers,  with  legal 
authcMity;"  the  bill,  therefore,  was,  as  the  title  ex- 
pressed, "for  the  better  ordering  and  regulating  such  as 
are  willing  and  desirous  of  bemg  united  for  military 
purposes."      It  gave  these  the  powers  they  desired. 
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without  compelling  others  who  might  be  conscientiously 
agamst  bearing  arms.  In  which  respect  it  conformed 
with  the  govemor^s  particular  recommendation  crflen 
repeated. 

This  bill  was  sent  up  to  him  on  the  21st;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  House  called  upon  him  (or  his  result 
on  the  bills  ateady  before  him. 

Nothing  is  more  true,  than,  that  the  more  cleariy  and 
unanswerably  you  convmce  a  man  that  he  is  in  the 
wrong,  the  more  you  exasperate  him  against  you ;  and 
never  was  any  truth  more  strongly  iUustrated  than  this 
appears  to  have  been  in  the  person  of  this  high  and 
mighty  governor.  He  could  not  forgive  the  assembly, 
because  they  had  put  him  out  of  conceit  vidth  himself; 
and,  the  poorer  he  found  himself  in  arguments,  the  more 
strongly  his  passions  excited  him  to  make  use  of  mvec- 
tives.  Invective  became  his  only  resource  then ;  and 
the  little  power  he  had  over  himself  yet  farther  showed 
how  unfit  he  was  to  be  a  governor. 

Having  pronounced  his  proposal  to  the  assembly  to 
be  a  reasonable  one,  and  declared  himself  no  less  as- 
tonished than  grieved,  that  they  should  reject  it ;  and 
more  especially  as  their  best  argument  for  so  domg  was 
founded  on  a  new  and  lofty  claim  of  privilege ;  he  en- 
deavours both  to  prove  the  novelty  and  account  for  the 
assumption  of  it,  by  saying,  **It  had  never  been  heard 
of  till  towards  the  close  of  Mr.  Hamilton's  administra- 
tion, and  that  the  assembly,  being  then  pressed  on  the 
subject  of  defence,  first  introduced  and  have  smce  con- 
tinued their  claim ;  either  wholly  to  avoid  giving  money 
for  wariike  purposes,  or  to  arrogate  imwarrantable 
powers  to  themselves.**  To  certain  extracts  fit>m  the 
mmutes  of  the  council,  sent  together  with  this  message 
to  them,  he  then  referred  for  his  proofs,  that  the  gover- 
nor's right  to  amend  money  bills  was  never  till  then 
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questioned;  and,  after  upbraidbg  them^  in  his  way,  for 
riskmg  the  rejection  of  so  important  an  act,  on  account 
of  the  proprietary  exemption,  resolved  all  their  reason 
for  adhering  to,  what  he  called,  the  indirect  and  per- 
plexed method  of  their  bill,  into  their  sovereign  pleasure 
to  have  it  so.  The  same  paragraph  contained  also  some 
strange  msinuations,  ^'that,  not  daring  to  trust  their 
cause  on  its  own  bottom,  they  had  chosen  to  blend  both 
bills  together,  that  they  might  have  a  better  chance  of 
having  their  chief  governor  and  his  estate  subjected  to 
their  mercy."  And  what  with  his  implicit  confidence, 
that  the  crown,  m  the  common  method,  would  neither 
pass  that  or  any  other  law,  for  the  sake  of  the  greatest 
sums,  if  the  proprietary  claim  to  an  exemption  was  just  in 
itself;  and  what  with  his  foresight  of  manifest  mconven- 
iences  that  might  ensue  from  a  total  rejection  thereof 
(which  he  himself  had  nevertheless  persevered  in  doing), 
tfie  next  paragraph  is  hardly  to  be  deciphered  at  aO; 
except  that,  in  the  close  of  it,  he  attempts  to  justify  his 
own  uncommon  method,  by  saying,  **he  had  separated 
the  two  parts  of  the  bill,  that  the  province  might  be 
served  either  way ;  [which  the  assembly  had  been  al- 
together as  provident  of  before.]  Any  absurdity  in  this 
method  he  professed  himself  unable  to  discover;  and 
the  good-natured  construction  put  upon  it  by  them, 
of  his  intending  to  secure  an  infallible  exemption  to  the 
proprietary  estate  thereby,  he  said  he  should  leave 
among  the  rest  of  the  groundless  charges  against  him." 
Condescend  he  did,  however,  to  offer  one  amendment 
more,  which,  according  to  him,  was  to  reconcile  all; 
namely,  by  the  addition  of  the  followmg  words  to  the 
exemption  clause  proposed  to  be  added  to  the  first  bill, 
to  wit ;  "  The  estates  of  the  honorable  Thomas  Penn 
and  Richard  Penn,  Esquires,  excepted;  which  shall 
be  taxed  m  the  manner  directed  by  a  particular  law, 
VOL.  III.  56 
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passed  or  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose.**  Not  wiDin^ 
however,  to  rest  the  controversy  here,  he  proceeded  to 
declare,  "that  their  extracts  from  the  journals  of  Par- 
liament proved  nothing  to  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  quoted,  the  constitution  of  England  and  the  con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania  being  no  way  similar;  that 
how  many  soever  of  his  former  amendments  they  had 
admitted,  their  leaving  out  the  most  material  one,  made 
the  proposal  of  a  separate  bill  a  necessary  expedient ; 
80  that  they  had  no  reason  for  bursting  out  into  such 
a  lofty  strain  of  rhetoric  concerning  his  amending  his 
amendments,  &c.;  that  as  to  the  number  of  money 
bills  he  had  rejected,  they  were  but  five  m  all,  and  all 
rejected  for  sufficient  reasons,  [such  as  we  have  seen !  ] 
and  that,  if  they  were  disposed  to  relieve  their  country, 
they  had  many  other  ways,  to  which  he  should  have 
no  objection.**  Proceeding  then  to  the  personal  topic, 
and  his  being  treated  as  a  stranger,  he  takes  a  retro- 
spect of  their  conduct,  with  an  mtent  to  show,  that  they 
had  treated  Mr.  Hamilton,  though  a  native,  with  as 
many  abuses  as  they  had  treated  him ;  and  here  occurs 
a  paragraph  or  two  which  must  be  inserted  verbatim ; 
namely, 

"And  here,  was  I  inclined  to  go  beyond  my  own 
times,  I  might  begin  with  reminding  you  how  contemp- 
tuously you  treated  the  proprietary  oflFer  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  for  erecting  a  place  of  strength  on  the  Ohio, 
together  with  an  offer  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num towards  its  support ;  which  offers  were  made  at  a 
time,  when  your  concurrence  would  probably  have  pre- 
vented many  of  the  calamities  we  now  groan  under. 

"  I  might  also  observe,  that  when  Mr.  Hamihon  first 
called  upon  you,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty's  orders,  to 
grant  such  supplies  as  would  enable  him  to  draw  forth 
the  strength  of  the  provmce,  and  to  repel  force  by  force. 
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you  would  not  admit  that  the  French  encroachments 
and  fortifications  on  the  Ohio  were  withm  our  limits,  or 
his  Majesty's  dominions ;  thereby  seeking  an  excuse  to 
avoid  doing  what  was  required  of  you.*' 

He  had  also  the  disingenuity  to  mention  the  late  de« 
feat  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  in  express  terms,  as  having 
happened  ^'for  want  of  that  timely  support  and  assist- 
ance which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  province  to  have 
afforded."  And  havmg  again  declared,  that  he  could  not 
recede  from  his  amendments,  and  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  their  intended  complaint  against  him,  he  con- 
cluded with  the  two  following  paragraphs,  which  are 
equally  insidious,  injurious,  and  unbecoming. 

*^Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  clear  to  me,  that  you 
never  mtended  that  any  of  your  bills  should  pass  (or 
raising  money  to  defend  the  province ;  and  this  seems 
now  to  be  placed  beyond  all  depute,  smce  those  people 
under  whose  mfluence  you  are  chiefly  known  to  be,  are 
said  to  have  declared  publicly  to  you,  that  they  would 
sooner  suffer  than  pay  towards  such  purposes. 

"  However,  I  shall  put  one  proof  more,  both  of  your 
sincerity  and  mine,  m  our  professions  of  regard  for  the 
public,  by  offering  to  agree  to  any  bill,  in  the  present 
exigency,  which  it  is  consistent  with  my  duty  to  pass, 
kst,  before  our  present  disputes  can  be  brought  to  an 
issue,  we  should  neither  have  a  privilege  to  dispute 
about,  nor  a  country  to  dispute  in." 

Together  with  this  message,  the  secretary  also 
brought  down  another  altogether  as  extraordinary,  in 
which  the  governor  acquamts  the  House,  **  that  he  had 
considered  their  bill,  for  the  better  ordering  and  regu- 
latiug  such  as  were  willing  and  desirous  to  be  united 
for  military  purposes  within  that  province ;  and,  though 
there  were  many  thmgs  in  it  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature,  and  that  he  v^as  convinced  it  would  never  an*- 
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swer  the  purpose  of  defending  the  provmce,  even  if  it 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  in  any  reasonable  time, 
which  he  was  afraid  it  could  not,  yet,  to  show  he  was 
desirous  of  domg  any  thmg  that  had  even  a  chance 
of  contributing  to  the  safety  of  the  province,  he  should 
consent  to  it  in  the  shape  they  had  sent  it,  as  it 
would  be  entering  into  new  disputes,  should  he  amend 
it  properly.** 

And,  what  b  perhaps  more  extraordmary  still,  the 
governor,  on  the  same  day,  namely,  Saturday,  November 
22d,  received  some  despatches  from  the  proprietaries, 
the  contents  of  which  he  did  not  communicate  to  the 
House  till  the  Monday  following;  by  which  time  he 
was  ready  to  unmask  such  a  variety  of  batteries  as  he 
thought  would  be  sufficient,  by  their  very  noise  alone, 
so  to  intimidate  his  antagonists  at  least,  that  they  should 
not  presume  to  make  him  such  a  return  to  his  last 
message  as  they  had  done  to  his  former. 

The  first  was  a  report  from  his  council,  containing 
such  a  discussion  of  Indian  affairs  as  was  to  be  taken 
for  a  discharge  in  full  of  the  Shawanese  complaints 
mentioned  m  a  message  from  the  assembly,  at  their  first 
sitting  in  consequence  of  the  governor's  summons. 

The  second  was  a  call  upon  them  to  provide  for  a 
swarm  of  French  inhabitants  banished  out  of  Nova 
Scotia  by  Governor  Lawrence,  and  sent  at  a  venture 
to  be  distributed  through  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  colo- 
nies along  the  continent 

And  the  tlurd,  not  only  notified  the  receipt  of  the 
proprietaries'  despatches  above  mentioned,  but  farther 
specified,  ''That,  such  was  their  care  and  regard  for 
the  people,  that  they  had  no  sooner  received  the  ac- 
count he  had  sent  them  of  General  Braddock's  defeat, 
than  they  sent  him  an  order  upon  their  receiver-general 
for  five  thousand  pounds,  as  a  free  gift  to  the  public,  to 
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be  applied  to  such  uses  as  that  event  might  make 
necessary  for  the  common  security  of  the  province; 
that  he  had  directed  the  said  receiver-general  to  have 
the  money  ready  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  that  it  should 
be  paid  by  such  persons  as  should  be  appointed  by  act 
of  assembly  for  the  disposition  of  any  sum  they  might 
think  necessary  to  raise  for  the  defence  of  the  province 
m  that  time  of  danger.**  Two  other  clauses  were  also 
added;  one  importing,  ^'That  this  timely  and  generous 
instance  of  the  proprietaries'  care  and  anxiety  for  the 
inhabitants  could  not  fail  making  the  most  lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  minds  of  every  well-wisher  to  that 
country; "  and  the  other,  "That  the  governor  upon  that 
occasion  again  recommended  it  to  them  to  lay  aside  all 
disputes,  and  to  grant  such  supplies,  in  addition  to  what 
the  proprietaries  had  given,  as  his  Majesty's  service  and 
the  pressing  exigences  of  the  province  required." 

That  they  might  not,  however,  have  any  merit  to 
plead  on  either  of  these  heads,  but  might  seem  to  be 
driven  by  force  into  every  such  measure  as  was  thus 
recommended,  on  the  very  next  day  after  this,  and  be- 
fore it  was  possible  for  them  to  come  properly  to  any 
resolutions  at  all,  came  again  the  mayor  of  PhOadelphia, 
having  now  also  prevailed  with  his  corporation  to  join 
him  and  his  prompters,  with  a  remonstrance,  in  a  style 
altogether  dictatorial,  "reproaching  them  with  losing 
their  time  m  deliberations,  while  their  fellow-subjects 
were  exposed  to  slaughter,  and  in  debates  about  privi- 
leges, while  they  were  deprived  of  the  great  first  privi- 
lege of  self-preservation,  and  requiring  them  to  post- 
pone all  disputes,  grant  necessary  supplies,  and  pass  a 
reasonable  law  for  establishing  a  militia;  and,  in  the 
dose  of  it,  recommendmg  despatch,  as  the  people 
seemed  already  in  a  deplorable  and  desperate  state, 
and  they  feared  it  would  not  be  possible  to  preserve 

VOL.  in.  LL 
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the  peace  and  quiet  oi  the  city,  or  of  the  provinoe  it- 
eeiSf  much  long^." 

The  House,  notwithstanding,  to  be  consbtent  in  aO 
thmgs,  called,  in  the  first  place,  upon  their  committee 
for  the  answer  they  were  directed  to  pr^)are  to  the 
governor's  last  invective,  which  was  ready,  and  in  sub- 
stance as  follows;  to  wit, 

"That  if  they  could  be  astonished  at  any  thing 
which  came  fix)m  their  governor,  they  should  be  aston- 
ished at  his  repeating  charges  and  calumnies,  ground- 
less in  themselves,  and  so  repeatedly,  fully,  and  pub- 
licly refuted ;  that,  instead  of  refuting  them,  therefore, 
they  should  only  refer  to  their  former  refutations ;  that 
what  he  says  ccmceming  the  risk  of  losing  so  impor* 
tant  an  act  was  mere  sophistry  and  amusement ;  that, 
as  they  had  before  asserted,  conditional  or  alternative 
clauses  were  common ;  that  in  the  same  act  there  was 
another,  namely,  that,  in  case  the  four  years  tax  did  not 
produce  sixty  thousand  pounds,  the  defect  should  be 
supplied  by  an  additional  tax;  and,  if  it  exceededt 
the  overplus  should  be  disposed  by  a  future  act,  to 
which  the  governor  had  made  no  objection ;  that,  not- 
withstanding all  the  dust  he  had  attempted  to  raise,  it 
was  therefore  dear  to  them,  that  the  bSl  was  entirdy 
unobjectionable ;  that  their  mode  was  more  proper  than 
his,  and  as  safe  both  fcr  the  bill,  and  the  pretended 
rights  of  the  proprietary;  that  his  commission  had  no 
such  prohibition  as  he  affected  to  find  in  it ;  and  that 
they  could  not,  in  a  money  bill  like  this,  admit  of 
amendments  not  founded  in  reason,  justice,  or  equity, 
but  in  the  ari>itrary  pleasure  of  a  governor,  without 
betraying  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  their  constitu- 
ents, and  giving  up  their  just  rights  as  free-bom  sub- 
jects of  England ;  that  by  the  charters  thdr  constitu- 
tkm  was  founded  upon,  in  addition  to  the  privileges 
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therein  speciafly  named,  they  are  moreover  mtWed  to 
all  other  powers  and  privileges  of  an  assembly,  accord- 
ing to  the  rights  of  the  free-bom  subjects  of  England, 
and  as  is  usual  m  any  of  the  King's  plantations  in 
America ;  that  the  free-bom  subjects  of  England  had 
a  right  to  grant  their  own  money  their  own  way,  the 
govemor  did  not  deny,  nor  that  the  same  was  usual  in 
other  plantations;  that,  therefore,  they  had  the  same 
right,  and  should  have  had  it  if  it  had  not  been  so 
specified  m  their  charter;  such  fi^e-bom  subjects,  in- 
stead of  losing  any  of  their  essential  rights,  by  remov- 
ing into  the  Swing's  plantations,  and  extending  the  Brit^ 
bh  dominions  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes^ 
bemg,  on  the  contrary,  indulged  with  particular  privi- 
leges for  their  encouragement  m  so  useful  and  merito*- 
rious  an  undertakmg;  that  indeed  their  constitution 
was,  in  one  respect,  no  way  simyar  to  that  of  England^ 
namely,  the  Kkg's  havmg  a  natural  connexion  with  M§ 
people,  the  crown  descending  to  his  posterity,  and  hi§ 
own  power  and  security  waxing  and  wanmg  with  the 
prospmty  of  his  people ;  whereas  plantation-governors 
were  fitquently  transient  persons,  of  broken  forttineiSy 
greedy  of  money,  destitute  of  aD  concern  for  those  fbey 
governed,  often  their  enemies^  and  endeavouring  not  on^ 
ly  to  oppress  but  defiaane  them,  and  thereby  rend^  them 
obnoxious  to  their  sovereign  and  odious  to  their  fellow- 
subjects  ;  that  their  present  gov^nor  not  only  denied 
them  the  privileges  of  an  English  constitution,  but  had 
endeavoured  to  mtroduce  a  PrMch  one,  by  reducing 
their  assemblies  to  the  insignificance  to  which  the 
French  parliaments  had  been  reduced ;  had  required 
them  to  defend  their  country,  and  then  put  it  out  of 
thar  power,  unless  they  would  frst  part  with  some  of 
the  essentials  which  made  it  worth  defending,  which 
was  in  fact  reducing  them  to  an  £g3rptian  constitution ; 
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for  that,  as  the  Egyptians  were  to  perish  by  famine 
unless  they  became  servants  to  Pharaoh,  so  were  they 
by  the  sword,  unless  they  also  became  servants  to  an 
absdute  lord,  or,  as  he  was  pleased  to  style  himself^ 
absolute  proprietary ;  that  all  comparisons  made  by  the 
governor  of  himself  to  his  immediate  predecessor  would 
be  to  his  own  disadvantage,  the  differences  between 
the  former  gentleman  and  his  assemblies  having  been 
but  small  m  comparison  with  those  then  subsistmg,  and 
conducted  by  him  with  some  tenderness  to  his  country ; 
that  how  much  soever  the  people  were  at  that  time  dis- 
satisfied with  some  particulars  in  his  administration,  the 
present  had  given  them  abundant  reason  to  regret  the 
change ;  that  as  to  the  collusion  charged  upon  them,  in 
not  mtending  any  of  the  bills  they  had  offered  for  the 
defence  of  their  country  should  pass,  they  could,  with 
hiunble  confidence,  appeal  to  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts, 
that  their  intentions  perfecdy  corresponded  with  their 
actions ;  that,  not  to  mention  the  unfairness  of  ascribing 
to  a  whole  pe<^le  the  indiscretion  of  a  few,  [thos^  who 
had  declared  they  would  suffer  rather  than  pay  for 
military  measures,]  the  governor  himself  must  own, 
they  could  not  be  under  the  influence  he  supposed, 
when  they  assured  him,  that  several  more  votes  had 
been  given  for  those  measures  smce  they  were  peti- 
tioned against,  than  before ;  that  they  were  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  many  other  ways  of  nosing  money,  to  which 
the  governor  had  no  objection;  as  also,  what  that 
other  bill  might  be,  which  he  might  think  consistent 
with  his  duty  to  pass ;  that  he  thought  it  mconsistent 
with  his  duty  to  pass  any  bills  contrary  to  his  instruc- 
tions from  the  proprietaries,  which,  (like  the  mstnictions 
of  the  president  and  council  of  the  North,  mentioned 
by  Lord  Coke,  4  Inst  p.  246,)  were  to  them  impen- 
etrable secrets;    that,    acccHxling  to  the    same  great 
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hwyei^s  remaiic  on  govemmg  by  such  Mstnictions, 
Misera  est  servUm^  ubi  ju8  est  pogum  out  incognitwn  ; 
that,  therefcM^y  it  would  be  ui  vain  for  them  to  search 
for  other  ways,  or  frame  other  bills ;  and  that  here  the 
matter  must  rest  till  his  Majes^  should  be  graciously 
pleased  to  relieve  them ;  smce,  with  the  governor,  they 
could  no  otherwise  hope  to  end  their  unhappy  divisions, 
than  by  submitting  to  one  part  or  the  other  of  the  mis- 
erable alternative  mentioned  by  hun,  either  not  to  have 
a  privilege  worth  disputmg  about,  or  be  deprived  of  a 
country  to  dispute  it  in/' 

But  though  this  answer  was,  m  every  particular,  con- 
formable to  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  was  after- 
wards printed  in  the  Appendix  to  their  proceedings, 
they  declmed  making  use  of  it ;  and  that  for  the  pres- 
ent reported  by  the  committee  was  to  the  effect  follow- 
ing ;  to  wit,  "  That  the  bulk  of  the  governor's  bng 
message  consisted  of  groundless  charges  and  calumnies, 
which,  havmg  been  repeatedly  refuted,  might  be  safely 
left  to  themselves ;  that,  though  they  had  prepared  a 
full  answer  to  the  rest,  yet,  as  there  were  now  some 
hopes  of  an  agreement  with  him  in  the  money  bill, 
which  was  the  principal  busmess  of  the  session,  they 
submitted  it  to  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  consistent  with  their  prudence  and  moderation  to 
suppress  it ;  that  there  being,  however,  one  or  two  new 
charges  brought  against  the  assemblies  of  that  province, 
it  might  be  proper  to  take  some  notice  of  them ;  that 
the  first  of  these  was,  that  they  contemptuously  treated 
the  proprietary  offer  of  four  hundred  pounds  for  erect- 
ing a  {dace  of  strength  on  the  Ohio,  and  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum  towards  its  support ;  that  this 
contemptuous  treatment  was  not  specified,  but  might  be 
explained  by  a  passage  out  of  the  Brief  Statej  [a  pro- 
prietary pamphlet,]  where  it  is  said,  *The  House  refused 
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this  proposal  a  place  in  their  minutes ; '  that  the  bci 
was,  however,  otherwise;  that  the  said  proposal  appears 
m  several  pages  there  specified ;  and  that  nothing  far- 
ther than  what  is  there  could  properiy  be  made  a  part 
of  those  records ;  and  the  reason  thereof  is  then  as- 
signed in  the  following  narrative,  which,  (or  various 
reasons,  deserves  to  be  made  a  part  of  this  discourse. 

**The  late  Governor  Hamiltcm,  after  sending  the 
message  of  the  13th  of  August,  1751,  requested  a  pri- 
vate meeting  with  some  of  the  members  of  that  House, 
but  without  any  authority  from  the  assembly. 

"  At  this  meeting  Governor  Hamilton  offered,  on  be- 
half of  the  proprietaries,  four  hundred  pounds  towards 
building  such  a  house  upon  or  near  the  Ohio,  (but  not  a 
syllable  of  maintaining  or  supportmg  it)  The  Indians 
were  so  far  from  pressmg  our  engaging  m  it,  that  in- 
structions were  drawn  by  this  government  to  require  it 
of  them,  at  a  treaty  held  by  G.  Croghan,  m  May, 
1751,  and  they  evidently  showed  themselves  appre- 
hensive such  an  attempt  might  give  umbrage  to  the 
French,  and  bring  them  down  the  Ohio,  with  an  armed 
force,  to  take  possession  of  those  lands.  And  about 
two  years  afterwards,  these  very  Ohio  Indians,  at  the 
treaty  held  at  Carlisle,  in  October,  1753,  say  to  our 
government,  4  desire  you  would  hear  and  take  notice 
of  what  I  am  about  to  say ;  the  governor  of  Virginia 
desired  leave  to  build  a  strong  house  on  Ohio^  which 
came  to  the  ears  of  the  governor  of  Canada,  and  we 
suppose  this  caused  hun  to  invade  our  country.'  — 
Treaty^  p.  8.  The  same  sentiments  appeared  amcmg 
the  Six  Nations,  at  the  Albany  treaty ;  *  That  the  Eng- 
lish and  French  were  only  contending  which  d  them 
should  have  their  lands.'  The  reasoning  made  use  oS 
by  the  members  at  this  private  conference  with  the  late 
governor  was,  that  the  land  where  they  pr(^K)sed  to 
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build  it  was  claimed  by  the  crown,  and  was  very 
probably  beyond  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania ;  that  at 
least  it  would  be  beyond  the  reach  of  our  laws,  as  ap- 
peared by  the  people  already  settled  on  Juniata,  just 
beyond  die  North  Mountain ;  that  this,  instead  of  heal- 
ing, might  create  iireconcilable  breaches  with  our  In- 
dians, considering  what  sort  of  people  would  probably 
reside  there ;  that  the  Indians  had  never  heartily  re- 
quested it,  nor  did  it  seem  to  be  their  interest  so  to  do ; 
and  if  they  had  requested  it,  as  they  were  in  subjection 
to  the  Six  Nations,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  their 
assent ;  that  this  precipitate  act  would  probably  create 
a  jealousy  in  the  French,  and  give  them  some  pretence 
of  an  mfraction  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  on  our  part, 
and  might  finally  engage  the  British  nation  in  a  war 
with  France.  These,  and  many  other  reasons,  were 
urged  at  that  private  conference,  as  several  of  those 
members  apprehended,  to  Governor  Hamilton's  satis- 
faction. And  it  appears  by  George  Croghan's  journal, 
that  those  Indians  neither  did,  nor  did  they  thmk  they 
could,  give  leave  to  build  a  house  on  the  Ohio,  without 
the  express  consent  of  the  Six  Nations ;  and  accord- 
ingly they  took  two  months  to  acquamt  the  Onondago 
council  with  this  transaction,  and  then  to  send  us  word, 
which  they  never  complied  with. 

"It  appears  further,  by  the  assembly's  message  to 
Grovemor  Hamilton,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1751,  taken 
irom  the  informations  of  Conrad  Weiser,  and  Andrew 
Montour,  *that  the  request,  inserted  in  George  Cro- 
ghan's  journal  as  made  by  the  Indians  at  Ohio  to  this 
government,  to  erect  a  strong  trading-house  in  their 
country,  as  well  as  the  danger  it  is  there  said  they  ap- 
prehended from  the  attempts  of  the  French,  was  mis- 
understood or  misrepresented  by  the  person  the  gover- 
nor confided  m  for   the  management  of  that  treaty/ 
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But  it  may  be  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  into 
an  affair  wherein  George  Croghan  thought  himself  un* 
kindly,  if  not  unjustly,  sacrificed  to  private  ends^  as  is 
weD  known  to  such  as  were  acquamted  with  this  affiifr; 
and  appears  in  the  letters  and  other  papers  sent  by 
himself  to  some  of  the  members  of  that  assembly.** 

Commg  then  to  the  other  new  charge,  namely,  that 
the  assembly  would  not  admit,  that  the  French  en- 
croachments were  within  the  King's  dominions,  they 
mamtain  that  this  charge  is  as  iO-fbunded  as  the  other ; 
•^For,**  say  they,  **  though  the  House  never  took  upcm 
them  to  ascertain  the  bounds  of  the  King's  dominions, 
they  never  directly  or  mdirectly  denied  those  acroacb- 
ments  to  be  within  them."  They  then  proceeded  to 
examme  the  extracts  from  the  council  minutes  sent 
by  the  governor,  in  proof  that  mcmey  bills  had  been 
amended  by  former  governors.  They  demonstrated  in 
ten  several  instances,  those  extracts  bad  not  been  fontf 
represented.  And  they  concluded  in  these  wcxtls; 
^  Were  all  these  to  be  deducted  from  the  list,  it  woukl 
appear  that  there  are  but  few  mstances  in  our  journals 
d  proper  money  bills  amended  by  the  governor,  and 
the  amendments  agreed  to  by  the  House ;  this  b  no 
more  than  was  acknowledged  by  the  preceding  assem* 
bly,  in  their  message  df  the  29th  of  September,  where 
they  say,  that  in  a  v«y  few  mstances  their  predeces- 
sors might  have  waved  that  right  on  particular  occasbns, 
but  had  never  given  it  up." 

Scarce  had  the  House  agreed  with  their  committee 
m  laymg  aside,  for  the  present,  the  first  of  these  an- 
swers, for  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  second,  than  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  jomed  vnth  others  of 
the  county  of  Chester,  in  all  twenty-nme  persons, 
thought  themselves  at  fiberty  to  assail  the  House  m 
person  vnth  a  petiticm,  desiring,  that  the  governor  and 
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the  House  would  unite  in  the  fear  of  God,  &c.  And 
as  the  mmute  taken  of  this  strange  mcident  (which 
followed  the  Philadelphia  remonstrance  in  much  such 
a  manner  as  the  legion-letter  followed  the  Kentish  pe- 
tition before  referred  to)  will  serve  at  once  to  show  the 
ferment  which  then  prevaUed  in  the  provmce,  and  yet 
how  far  the  people  in  general  were  from  desiring  to  be 
preserved  against  the  incursions  of  the  enemies,  at  the 
expense  of  their  constitutional  liberties ;  it  is  here  in- 
serted, to  wit ; 

"  The  Speaker  told  them,  that  it  was  well  known  this 
House  was  composed  of  members  chosen  without  any 
solicitation  on  their  parts,  to  be  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  guardians  of  their  liberties ;  that  the 
whole  powers  the  House  were  invested  with,  were  de- 
rived from  the  people  themselves;  and  that,  as  the 
House  had  hitherto,  so  they  should  still  continue  to 
discharge  the  high  trust  reposed  in  them,  to  the  best 
of  their  understanding  and  abilities;  and  then  asked 
them,  whether  they  desired  that  the  House  should  give 
up  any  rights,  which,  in  the  opmion  of  the  House,  the 
people  were  justly  entided  to.  Some  of  the  petition- 
ers, in  behalf  of  the  whole,  answered,  No ;  they  were 
far  from  requiring  any  thmg  of  that  kind ;  all  they 
wanted  was,  that  some  expedient  might  be  fallen  upon, 
if  possible,  to  accommodate  matters  in  such  a  manner, 
as  that  the  province  might  be  relieved  from  its  present 
unhappy  situation.  To  this  the  Speaker  replied,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  this  House  than  a 
harmony  between  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature ; 
and  that,  as  the  governor  had  yesterday  evening  sent 
down  a  message,  mtimating  that  the  proprietaries  are 
now  disposed  to  contribute  a  sum  of  money  towards 
the  common  security  of  the  province,  there  was  a  great 
probability  that  all  controversies  on  that  head  were  at 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


464  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

an  end,  and  that  some  method  would  be  speedily  taken 
for  relieving  the  province  from  its  present  diflSculties.** 

In  effect,  the  governor  having  given  his  consent  to  the 
militia  bill,  and  the  House  having  made  some  immediate 
{Ht)vision,  for  landmg  and  rdieving  the  miserable  French 
exiles  obtruded  upon  them  from  Nova  Scotia,  they  pro* 
ceeded  to  resolve,  first,  unanimously, 

^  That  the  right  of  granting  supplies  to  the  crown  in 
this  province,  is  alone  in  the  representatives  o(  the 
freemen  met  in  assembly,  being  essential  to  an  English 
constitution.  And  the  limitation  of  all  such  grants,  as 
to  the  matter,  manner,  measure,  and  time,  is  in  them 
only.**    And  then, 

**That,  in  consideration  of  the  governor's  message  of 
yesterday,  by  vfhich  it  appears,  that  the  proprietaries 
have  sent  him  an  order  on  the  receiver-general  for 
five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  bto  the  hands  of  such 
persons  as  shall  be  appomted  by  act  of  assembly,  and 
ai^lied,  with  such  sums  as  the  assembly  should  gran^ 
to  such  uses  as  may  be  necessary  for  ihe  ccnnmon  se^ 
curity  df  the  province;  and  as  it  would  not  be  rea- 
sonable OF  just,  at  this  tune,  to  tax  die  proprietary 
estate,  m  order  to  raise  money  therefiDm,  over  and 
above  the  sdd  grant  firom  the  proprietaries,  the  House 
win  immediately  proceed  to  form  a  new  bill  for  grant- 
ing  a  sum  df  money  to  the  use  of  the  cmwn,  and 
therein  omit  the  taxation  of  the  ssud  estate.** 

Accordingly  such  a  biH  was  ordered  the  same  day, 
and,  in  foil  confotation  of  all  the  mjurious  surmises  that 
fhey  did  not  so  much  as  intend  to  save  their  countiy, 
|Ht>secuted  with  so  much  zeal  and  alacrity,  that  it  re- 
ceived the  governor's  assent  the  next  but  one  fc^owing. 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 

The  Indiaii*Tiade  Bill.  Complunt  of  the  ShawuieM  Indiaiw.  Reoo- 
lution  conceroiog  the  Indiaa-Trade  Bill,  and  irregular  and  improper 
Petitions.  The  Message  of  the  Assembly  in  Regard  to  the  Ilnlist- 
ing  of  ptiiehased  Servants.  General  Shiriey's  Letter  of  Aeksowledg- 
ment  ^  a  volnntaiy  Present  of  Clothing  sent  to  his  Troops.  BUI 
for  Extending  the  Excise.  Assembly  adhere  to  their  Bills  and  as- 
sign their  Reasons.  The  Governor  goes  to  Newcastle,  and  the  As- 
sembly acQooni. 

Tbv$  the  two  branches  of  the  legislature  were  at 
last  united  in  the  great  duty  of  making  all  contribute 
to  the  defence  and  preservation  of  all 

But,  though  the  storm  was  for  the  present  over,  some 
marks  of  recent  turbulence  still  remained.  The  gov- 
emor,  though  frequently  called  upon,  could  i\ot  be 
brought  to  pass  the  bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade. 
The  House,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  press  him  with 
such  a  message,  as  should,  by  explaining  the  nature  of 
the  bill,  not  only  indicate  the  nature  of  the  abuses  it 
was  calculated  to  correct,  but  also  oblige  him,  if  possi* 
blCi  to  account  for  his  delay ;  and  the  message  agreed 
upon  was  as  follows,  namely; 

**May  it  please  the  GovenKM", 

^  As  the  biQ  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  by  em- 
Joying  sdber  and  discreet  persons  to  reside  among 
those  nations  that  remain  friends  to  this  {Mx>vince,  for 
the  purpose  of  fumishmg  them  with  the  necessary 
goods  in  exchange  fin*  their  peltry,  at  easy  and  reascm- 
able  rates,  on  account  of  the  public,  and  thereby  se- 
curing them  to  our  mterest,  seems  to  us  a  bill  of  great 
importance  at  this  juncture,  we  are  very  desirous  of 
bringmg  it  to  a  conclusion  as  s6bn  as  possible;  and 
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therefore  once  more  earnestly  request  the  governor 
would  be  pleased  to  let  us  know  his  sentiments  upon 
it,  and  communicate  the  amendments  he  b  pleased  to 
say  he  thmks  needful,  that  we  may  consider  them. 
The  bill  has  ab^ady  lain  before  him  above  two  weeks ; 
and  we  fear,  if  something  of  the  kind  is  not  immedi- 
ately gone  into,  we  shall  lose  our  few  remaining  Indians 
on  Susquehanna;  for,  as  none  of  our  traders  now  go 
among  them,  and  they  dare  not  come  down  to  our 
settlements  to  buy  what  they  want,  foe  fear  of  being 
mistaken  for  enemies,  there  seems  to  be  the  greatest 
danger  of  their  being  necessarily  driven  into  the  arms 
of  the  French,  to  be  provided  with  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence/' 

To  which  the  governor  was  pleased  to  return  the 
followjng  evasive  answer ; 

"  Gentlemen, 

^  Since  your  bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade  has 
been  before  me,  my  time  has  been  so  much  taken  up 
with  the  variety  of  business  that  the  circumstances  ct 
this  province  made  necessary  to  be  despatched  without 
delay,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  it  the  consid- 
eration a  bill  of  that  nature  reqmres,  nor  to  examine  the 
laws  of  the  neighbouring  provinces  upon  that  subject 
But,  as  the  Indian  trade  is  now  at  a  standi  I  cannot 
conceive  that  it  will  be  at  all  dangerous  to  the  public  to 
defer  the  completing  of  this  act  till  the  next  sitting ;  es- 
pecially as  it  will  be  necessary  to  call  in  and  confine  our 
friendly  Indians  to  certain  limits,  to  prevent  their  being 
mistaken  for  and  killed  as  enemies,  where  they  must 
be  subsisted.  This  will  hinder  them  from  hunting,  so 
that  they  will  have  no  skins  to  trade  with.^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY    OP   PENNSYLVANIA.  467 

And  now,  after  having  so  often  treated  the  assembly 
as  a  body  fitter  to  be  prescribed  to,  than  consulted  with, 
he  took  it  mto  his  head  to  apply  to  them  for  advice ; 
on  what  account  it  is  reasonable  his  own  message 
should  explam. 

'^  Gentlemen, 

"General  Shirley,  pursuant  to  his  Majesty^s  orders 
for  that  purpose,  has  requested  me  to  meet  him  at  New 
York,  m  a  congress  he  has  there  appointed,  as  you  mtiU 
observe  by  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  him  upon  that 
subject,  which  the  secretary  will  lay  before  you.  At 
that  meeting,  business  of  the  greatest  consequence  to 
his  Majesty's  service  and  the  safety  of  these  colonies 
will  be  considered  and  concluded,  and  the  success  of 
the  next  year's  operations  may,  m  a  great  measure,  de- 
pend  on  the  timely  resolutions  of  that  council 

"  I  have  lately  received  such  intelligence  as  to  the 
state  of  Indian  affau*s,  as  will  make  it  necessary  for  the 
colonies  to  job  in  some  general  treaty  with  those  peo- 
ple, as  well  to  the  southward  as  the  northward,  which 
can  no  way  so  well  be  resolved  on  as  at  the  congress 
now  already  Aet 

"  And,  on  the  other  hand,  the  late  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  necessity  there  is  of  putting  this 
province  mto  a  posture  of  defence,  as  well  as  carrymg 
into  execution  the  several  matters  now  in  agitation,  call 
for  my  presence,  and  the  authority  of  the  government 
Under  these  difiSculdes  I  find  myself  at  a  loss  which 
service  to  prefer,  and  desire  you  vdll  give  me  your  sen- 
timents on  this  momentous  and  pressing  occasion.'' 

Now  this  congress  was,  in  fact,  to  be  a  council  of 
war ;  and  the  instructions  the  general  had  received,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  account,  was  to  summon  such  of 
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the  governors  on  the  continent,  as  far  westward  as  Vir- 
ginia, as  could,  to  attend  it 

Governor  M onis,  therefore,  would  have  been  under 
no  great  difficulty  on  this  head,  if  the  circumstances  of 
his  province  had  been  really  such  as  he  had  been  al- 
ways fond  of  setting  them  forth. 

But  his  purpose  was  to  go;  and  he  wanted  the 
countenance  of  the  assembly  to  concur  with  his  incli- 
nations, that  he  might  not  be  charged  with  inconsist- 
ency, either  by  stimulating  them  with  false  alarms,  or 
deserting  them  in  real  dangers. 

The  assembly,  however,  chose  to  leave  the  difficulty 
upon  himself  as  he  alone  was  acquainted  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  his  attending  the  said  congress;  but  then 
they  left  him  at  no  loss  concemmg  their  opinion ;  for 
they  admitted  the  present  circumstances  did  call  strong- 
ly for  his  presence  at  home,  and  for  the  whole  author- 
ity of  government ;  and  they  also  offered  to  be  at  the 
expense  of  sending  commissioners  to  New  York,  to 
supply  his  place,  either  in  concludmg  on  the  matters 
proposed  by  the  crown,  or  concerting  measures  for  a 
general  treaty  with  the  Indians.  "  For,*'  said  they,  "  as 
this  proviniie  always  has  been,  so  we  still  are,  ready  to 
join  with  the  neighbouring  colonies  in  any  treaty  with 
the  Indians,  that  may  conduce  to  the  general  advantage 
of  the  British  mterest,  as  well  as,  at  our  own  charge,  to 
make  such  as  tend  particularly  to  our  own  peace  and 
security.*' 

A  noble  declaration!  what  is  alone  sufficient  to  si* 
lence  all  the  invectives,  which  have  been  so  liberally 
bestowed  on  this  province  I  and  what,  in  modem  pro- 
prietary documents  and  the  speeches  and  messages  of 
deputy-governors,  it  would  be  very  hard  to  match. 

Of  the  stress  in  this  message,  however,  laid  on  the 
present  state  of  Indian  affairs,  the  House   took   the 
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advantage  to  recollect  what  had  passed  between  them 
and  the  governor  in  relation  to  the  Shawanese  com- 
plaint ;  and,  with  an  equal  regard  to  truth  and  candor, 
took  occasion,  in  a  message  to  the  governor,  to  express 
themselves  upon  it  as  follows,  namely } 

'^May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"We  have  considered  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  govemor*s  council,  to  which  he  is  pleased  to  refer 
us  for  an  answer  to  our  mquiry,  relating  to  a  claim  of 
die  Shawanese  Indians,  on  the  lands  near  Conedogui- 
net  We  are  far  from  desiring  to  justify  those  Indians 
In  their  late  outrages  and  murders,  committed  against 
the  people  of  this  province,  in  violation  of  the  most 
solemn  treaties.  We  believe  that  great  care  has  gener- 
ally been  taken  to  do  the  Indians  justice  by  the  propri- 
etaries, m  the  purchases  made  of  them,  and  in  all  ouf 
other  public  transactions  with  them ;  and  as  they  have 
not  die  same  ideas  of  legal  property  m  lands  that  we 
have,  and  sometimes  think  they  have  right,  when  in 
law  they  have  none,  but  yet  are  cheaply  satisfied  fot 
their  supposed  as  well  as  real  rights,  we  thmk  our  jnx)- 
prietaries  have  done  wisely,  not  only  to  purchase  their 
lands,  but  to  'purchase  them  more  than  cmce,'  as  the 
governor  says  they  have  done,  rather  than  have  any 
difference  with  them  on  that  head,  or  give  any  handle 
to  the  enemies  of  the  province  to  exasperate  those 
people  agamst  us.  It  appears  mdeed,  fix)m  the  report, 
that  they  could  have  but  a  slender  foundation  for  a 
cfedm  of  satisfaction  for  those  lands ;  we  are,  however, 
convinced,  by  origmal  minutes  taken  by  one  of  the 
commissioners  at  the  treaty  of  Carlisle,  now  lymg  be- 
fore us,  that  the  Shawanese  chiefs  mentioned  that  claim 
of  theirs  to  the  lands  in  question  at  that  time,  and 
were  promised  that  the  matter  should  be  laid  before 
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the  proprietaries.  It  was  after  the  public  general  busi- 
ness of  the  treaty  was  over,  and  was  not  inserted  in 
the  printed  account  of  the  treaty,  perhaps  because  it 
was  thought  to  relate  more  particularly  to  the  proprie- 
tary than  to  the  province ;  and  one  of  the  commission- 
ers bemg  hunself  concerned  in  the  proprietaries'  affairs, 
there  was  reason  to  belieye  he  would  take  care  to  get 
it  settled ;  and  doubtless  he  would  have  done  so,  had 
he  not,  as  appears  by  the  report,  entirely  foi^ot  the 
whole  transaction.  We  are  sorry  it  was  not  done, 
though  probably  the  instigations,  present  situation,  and 
power  of  the  French,  might  have  been  sufficient,  nev- 
ertheless, to  have  engaged  those  Indians  in  the  war 
against  us/' 

They  also  took  mto  consideration  the  governor's  an- 
swers to  their  several  messages  in  relation  to  the  bill 
for  regulating  the  Indian  trade;  and  resolved  thereon, 
"That  it  was  their  opinion,  the  governor  had  evaded 
giving  any  answer,  or  offering  any  amendments  to  it, 
that  it  might  be  transcribed  and  i^nt  over  to  the  pro- 
prietaries for  their  opinion  or  assent ;  that  the  said  bill 
was  of  great  importance  in  the  present  critical  situation 
of  affairs ;  that  the  delay  or  refusal  of  entering  mto  the 
consideration  thereof  at  that  time,  might  be  attended 
with  very  ill  consequences;  and  that  those  conse- 
quences would  not  lie  at  their  door." 

And  having  before  resolved  to  adjourn  till  the  1st 
of  March  ensuing,  they  moreover  took  upon  them  to 
provide  for  the  subsistence  of  certam  friendly  Indians^ 
settled  near  their  frontiers,  in  the  mean  while. 

Nor  was  this  all ;  for,  the  incidents  of  the  session 
having  shown,  that  it  was  high  time  for  the  assembly 
to  assert  their  ovim  authority,  as  far  forth  at  least  as 
the  factions  and  mtrigues  of  the  province,  at  that  time 
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subsisting,  would  permit,  they  caDed  for  the  report  of 
their  committee,  appointed  to  sit  on  the  several  irreg- 
ular and  im{Mx>per  api^cations  which  had  been  made 
to  them  during  the  session ;  and,  havmg  duly  consid- 
ered it,  ordered  it  to  be  entered  on  the  mmutes  of 
the  House. 

Everybody  knows,  that  the  reports  of  committees  can 
consist  of  opinions  only ;  and  these  gentlemen  gave  it 
as  theirs,  ^  That,  though  it  was  the  undoubted  right  of 
the  freemen  of  the  province,  not  only  to  petition,  but 
even  to  advise  their  representatives  on  suitable  occa- 
sions, yet  all  applications  whatever  to  the  House,  ought 
to  be  respectful,  decent,  pertinent,  and  founded  in 
truth.^ 

•*  That  the  petition  of  Moore  and  his  thirty-five  fol- 
lowers, concerning  unnecessary  disputes  with  the  gov- 
ernor, when  no  disputes  had  been  begun ;  and  insinu- 
ating, that  the  House  had  neglected  the  security  of  the 
provmce  from  conscientious  scruples,  was  founded  on 
mistakes  and  misapprehensions  of  facts  and  circum- 
stances.'* [They  might  have  said  much  more,  if  tljey 
had  thought  proper.] 

**That  the  petition  entided,  *An  address  of  certain 
people  called  Quakers  in  behalf  of  themselves  and 
others,'  (signed  by  Anthony  Morris  and  twenty-two 
others,)  so  far  as  it  engaged  for  any  more  than  them- 
selves, and  insmuated  they  would  be  under  a  neces- 
sity of  suffering  rather  than  paying  for  other  than 
peaceable  measures,  had,  notwithstanding  the  decency 
of  its  language,  assumed  a  greater  right  than  they  were 
invested  with;  and,  forasmuch 'as  the  said  petitioners 
had  not  duly  considered  former  precedents,  especially 
the  grant  of  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  crown  in  the 
year  1711,  was  an  unadvised  and  indiscreet  application 
to  the  House  at  that  time.*' 

MM* 
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'*That  the  representation  fix>m  the  mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  others,  said 
to  be  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  but  in  reality  a  great 
part  of  them  not  freeholders,  many  of  them  strangers 
and  obscure  persons,  and  some  of  them  under  age,  as 
it  charged  the  House  with  not  having  a  proper  con- 
cern for  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  and  dictated,  in 
a  haughty,  peremptory  manner,  to  the  representative 
body  of  the  whole  people,  what  laws  to  make,  and 
threatened  to  force  a  compliance,  &c.,  if  its  commands 
were  not  obeyed,  was  a  paper  extremely  presummg, 
indecent,  insolent,  and  improper;  and  that  the  said 
mayor,  by  becoming  a  promoter  and  ringleader  of  such 
an  insult  on  that  part  of  the  government,  and,  by  his 
authority,  arts,  and  influence,  drawing  in  so  many  in- 
discreet or  unwary  persons  to  be  partakers  with  him 
therein,  had  exceedingly  misbehaved  himself,  and  failed 
greatly  in  the  duty  of  his  station/'  Expressions  equally 
applicable  to  the  governor  himself  as  chief  magistrate, 
if  the  mayor,  in  all  this,  only  acted  as  a  tool  of  his. 

And,  upon  the  whole,  '^  That  the  said  paper  ought  to 
be  rejected/* 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  session,  on  the  3d  of 
December ;  and  that  day  two  months,  instead  of  that 
day  three  months,  which  was  the  time  prefixed  by 
their  own  adjournment,  the  governor,  having  in  that 
mterval  left  his  province,  in  order  to  attend  the  military 
congress  at  New  York,  notwithstandmg  the  preventives 
thrown  as  above  by  the  assembly  in  his  way,  thought 
fi^  to  convene  them  again ;  and,  by  the  medium  of  a 
written  message  in  the  usual  form,  told  them,  "that  he 
had  called  them  together  to  consider  of  the  plan  of 
operations,  concerted  in  the  late  council  of  war  held  at 
that  place  for  the  security  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
on  the  continent;  that  he  had  directed  the  said  plan 
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to  be  laid  before  thenii  under  a  recommendation  of  se- 
crecy, that  no  part  of  it  might  be  suffered  to  transpire; 
that  the  many  encroachments  of  the  French,  &c.  suffi- 
ciently showed  what  they  had  farth^  to  expect,  if 
they  did  not,  by  a  united,  vigorous,  and  steady  exer- 
tion of  their  strength,  dislodge  and  confine  them  within 
their  own  just  bounds;  that  he  was  persuaded  this 
would  be  found  the  best  way  of  providing  for  their 
own  security,  and  that,  therefore,  he  must  recommend  * 
it  to  them  to  grant  him  such  supplies  as  might  enable 
him  to  furnish  what  was  expected  from  that  province 
towards  the  general  service ;  that  they  must  be  sensible 
their  success  would  very  much  depend  on  their  bemg 
early  in  motion;  and  that  he  made  no  doubt,  they 
would  use  the  greatest  diligence  and  despatch  in  what- 
ever measures  dieir  zeal  for  the  public  cause  might  in- 
duce them  to  take  upon  the  present  occasion;  that 
every  thing  possible  had  been  done  for  the  security  of 
the  province;  that  a  chain  of  forts  and  block-houses, 
extending  from  the  river  Delaware  along  the  Kittatinny 
Hills  [where  he  had  formerly  said  the  fifteen  hundred 
French  and  Indians  had  taken  post  in  their  way  to 
Philadelphia]  to  the  Maryland  Ime,  was  then  almost 
complete ;  that  they  were  placed  at  the  most  important 
passes,  at  convenient  distances,  and  were  all  garrisoned 
with  detachments  in  the  pay  of  the  province,  and,  he 
believed,  in  case  the  officers  and  men  posted  in  them 
did  their  duty,  they  would  prove  a  sufficient  protection 
against  such  parties  as  had  hitherto  appeared  on  their 
borders ;  that  he  had  directed  the  minutes  of  the  sever- 
al conferences  held  with  the  Indians,  and  other  papers 
relating  to  Indian  affairs,  (by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
bulk  of  the  Indians  living  on  the  Susquehanna  were 
not  only  m  the  French  interest,  but  deaf  to  all  the  in- 
stances of  the  Six  Nations  thereon,)  to  be  laid  before 
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them ;  that  the  heads  of  those  nations  had  been  con- 
vened by  the  timely  care  of  General  Shiriey,  and  were 
then  met  m  council  to  treat  on  those  and  other  mat- 
ters ;  that  he  was  informed,  they  were  so  much  dis- 
pleased with  the  conduct  of  the  Delawares  and  Shaw- 
anese,  that  they  seemed  inclinable  to  take  up  the 
hatchet  agadnst  them ;  and  that  he  hoped  the  warmth 
with  which  General  Shirley  had  recommended  this  mat- 
ter to  them,  would  induce  them  to  act  vigorously  on 
this  occasion." 

Connexion  is  not  to  be  expected  in  this  gentleman's 
proceedings ;  his  congress  we  have  already  seen  con- 
verted into  a  council  of  war;  instead  of  a  general  treaty 
with  the  Indians,  he  brings  back  a  plan  of  military  ope- 
rations ;  and  while  the  levies  were  actually  making  of 
the  sixty  thousand  pounds,  just  given,  for  the  defence 
of  the  provmce,  he  calls  upon  them  for  a  supply  to- 
wards an  offensive  war. 

By  the  plan  settled  among  the  governors  at  their  late 
council,  which  is  now  in  print,  the  colonies  were  to 
raise  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  be 
employed  in  two  bodies  against  the  French  setdements 
on  the  Lake  Ontario  and  Crown  Point ;  and  of  these, 
fifteen  hundred  were  to  be  suppled  by  Pennsylvania, 

The  governor,  however,  did  not  think  it  expedient 
to  push  this  demand  in  the  cavalier  manner  he  had 
hitherto  practised ;  probably  convinced,  that  it  was  what 
the  province  neither  would  or  could  comply  with ;  and 
that  consequently  he  should  only  draw  down  so  much 
the  more  odium  on  himself. 

Besides,  the  assembly  was  scarce  met  before  a  cir- 
cumstance occurred,  which,  though  of  an  almost  private 
nature,  served  to  evince  the  truth  of  what  has  been 
just  insinuated. 

The   several   recruiting   parties,  distributed  through 
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the  province  by  the  order  of  General  Shirley,  had  re- 
newed the  old  practice  of  enlisting  purchased  servants ; 
the  persons  thus  deprived  of  their  property  brought 
their  compkunts  before  the  assembly.  The  assembly, 
not  only  received  the  petitioners  favorably,  but  also 
espoused  their  cause,  m  the  strongest  terms,  to  the  gov- 
ernor ;  and,  as  their  address  on  this  occasion  contains 
such  a  state,  both  of  the  province  and  its  conduct,  as 
will  serve  to  make  the  reader  equally  acquainted  with 
both,  the  most  material  paragraphs  are  here  adjoined. 

^  We  presume,  that  no  one  colony  on  the  continent 
has  afforded  more  free  recruits  to  the  King's  forces  than 
Pennsylvania;  men  have  been  raised  here  in  great 
numbers  for  Shiriey's  and  Pepperell's  regiments,  for 
Halket's  and  Dunbar's,  for  the  New  York  and  Carolina 
independent  companies,  for  Nova  Scotia,  and  even  for 
the  West  India  Islands.  By  this,  and  the  necessity  we 
are  under  of  keepmg  up  a  large  body  of  men  to  de- 
fend our  own  extensive  frontiers,  we  are  drained  of  our 
hired  laborers ;  and,  as  this  province  has  but  few  slaves, 
we  are  now  obliged  to  depend  principally  upon  our 
servants  to  assbt  us  m  tillmg  our  lands.  If  these  are 
taken  from  us,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the 
(HDvisions,  that  may  be  expected  out  of  this  province 
another  year  for  the  support  of  the  King's  armies,  are 
to  be  raised. 

^  We  conceive  that  this  province  could  not  possibly 
have  furnished  the  great  numbers  of  men  and  quantity 
of  provisions,  it  has  done  fcH*  the  King's  service,  had  it 
not  been  fcH*  our  constant  practice  of  importing  and  pur- 
chasing servants  to  assist  us  in  our  labor.  Many  of 
t]|3se,  when  they  become  free,  setde  among  us,  raise 
ikmilies,  add  to  the  number  of  our  people,  and  cultivate 
more  land ;  and  many  others,  who  do  not  so  setde,  are 
ready  and  fit  to  take  arms  when  the  crown  calls  for 
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soldiers.  But  if  the  possession  of  a  bought  servant, 
after  purchase  made,  is  thus  rendered  precarious,  and 
he  may  at  anj  time  be  taken  away  from  his  master,  at 
the  pleasure  of  a  recruitmg  officer,  perhaps  when  most 
wanted,  m  the  midst  of  harvest  ot  of  seed  time,  or  in 
any  other  hurry  of  business,  when  another  cannot  be 
provided  to  supply  his  place,  the  purchase  and^  of 
course,  the  importation  of  servants  will  be  discouraged, 
and  the  people  driven  to  the  necessity  of  providmg 
themselves  with  negro  slaves,  as  the  property  m  them 
and  their  service  seems  at  present  more  secure.  Thus 
the  growth  of  the  country  by  increase  of  white  mhabi- 
tants  will  be  prevented,  the  province  weakened  nth&r 
than  strengthened  (as  every  slave  may  be  reckoned  a 
domestic  enemy),  one  great  and  constant  source  of  re- 
cruits be  in  a  great  measure  cut  off,  and  Pennsylvania 
soon  be  unable  to  afford  more  men  for  the  ffing's  ser* 
vice,  than  the  slave  colonies  now  do.'' 

They  also  accompanied  this  address  with  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  General  Shiriey  to  Colonel  Dunbar,  in 
which  he  declares  himself  convinced^  that  the  enlisting 
of  apprentices  and  indented  servants  would  greatly  dis-* 
serve  his  Majesty's  interest,  as  well  as  be  in  most  cases 
grievous  to  the  subject,  and  in  the  strongest  manner 
recommends  it  to  him  to  avoid  doing  it 

Even  the  governor  himself,  in  his  answer,  acknowl- 
edged the  fact,  admitted  it  to  be  a  great  hardship,  and 
an  unequal  burden  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  prov- 
ince ;  but,  mstead  of  issuing  his  proclamation,  stricdy 
charging  and  commanding  all  officers,  dvil  and  military, 
to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  inhabitants,  in  secur*' 
ing  or  recovering  their  servants,  when  any  dXteaift 
should  be  made  to  force  them  away,  as  required  by 
the  assembly,  told  them  the  courts  were  open,  and  that 
the  injured  might  there  sue  out  his  remedy  by  due 
course  of  law. 
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He  also  signified,  that  Oeneral  Shiriey  had  now  al- 
tered his  opmion,  and  issued  orders  different  from 
those  he  had  before  given  to  Colonel  Dunbar.  And, 
in  effisct,  a  letter  firom  the  said  general,  in  answer  to  one 
of  the  govemor'Sy  was  soon  after  communicated  to  the 
assembly,  in  which  he  pleads  the  necessities  of  the 
service  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice ;  and,  in  justi* 
fication  of  it,  cites  the  authority  of  his  own  government, 
^  where  it  was  common,"  he  said,  ^'to  impress  both 
indented  servants  and  others  for  garrisoning  the  frontier 
towns,  where  they  often  remained  several  years." 

And  his  thus  renouncing  his  former  conviction  is  so 
much  the  more  remarkable,  because  the  province  had 
recently  made  his  troops  a  voluntary  present  of  warm 
waistcoats,  stockings,  and  mittens ;  and,  m  his  letter  of 
acknowledgment  (dated  but  five  days  before  that  to 
the  governor)  to  the  assembly,  addressed  to  one  of  the 
members,  he  expresses  himself  as  follows ; 

<^I  am  now,  Sir,  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  orda*ed 
a  distribution  of  clothing,  and  to  desire  the  favor  of  you 
to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  the  assembly  for 
this  second  instance  of  their  public  spirit  and  zeal  for 
his  Majesty's  service  and  the  general  good  of  these 
colonies,  given  by  them  in  the  expedition  against  Crown 
Pomt 

'^I  cannot  but  hope  that  so  laudable  an  example 
will  inspire  the  other  colonies  with  the  like  spirit,  so 
necessary  at  this  critical  conjuncture  for  putting  a  stop 
to  the  invasions  and  devastations  of  the  French  and 
their  Indians  withm  our  borders,  and  placing  the  British 
northern  colonies  in  a  state  of  security  agamst  the  at- 
tempts, which,  fi-om  the  armament  sent  the  last  year 
fit>m  France,  and  their  known  designs^  we  have  the 
utmost  reason  to  expect  they  will  push  this  year;  and 
that  it  will  continue  to  animate  the  government  of 
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Pennsylvania  m  the  common  cause,  as  it  hath  hither- 
to done,  so  highly  to  their  advantage. 

*^Be  pleased,  likewise,  to  assure  them,  Sir,  that  I 
shall  not  be  wanting  in  making  a  just  representation  to 
his  Majesty  of  these  marks  of  their  zeal  (oc  the  service 
of  their  King  and  country,  and  domg  every  thing  in 
my  power  for  the  service  of  the  province." 

It  is  indeed  remarkable  of  Pennsylvania,  that,  though 
represented  and  treated  by  its  enemies,  as  if  it  was 
the  barren  fig-tree,  applications  were  continually  made 
to  it  on  all  sides,  as  if  it  was  capable  of  fumishmg  all 
demands  and  incapable  of  refusmg  any. 

His  Majesty  having  graciously  ordered  a  considar- 
able  present  to  be  sent  to  New  York  for  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  governor  of  that  prov- 
mce,  being  soon  to  hold  a  meeting  with  them,  in  or- 
der to  the  distribution,  Pennsylvania  was  called  upon 
to  follow  the  example  of  New  York  m  making  some 
addition  to  it ;  and  Governor  Morris  was  prevailed  upon 
by  Governor  Hardy  to  make' the  demand  accordingly. 

Nor  was  the  assembly  averse  to  it ;  the  province  had 
agents  at  that  very  time  with  Sir  William  Johnson,  to 
sound  the  disposition  of  those  nations  towards  them; 
and,  as  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  meeting  was  not  to  take 
place  till  towards  the  end  of  March,  and  the  gover- 
nor's message  was  dated  February  16th,  they  appre- 
hended that  no  mconveniences  could  ensue  from  their 
not  giving  a  determinate  answer  till  the  return  of  those 
agents,  which  was  very  soon  expected. 

And  in  the  mean  time  as  the  governor  could  not 
mention  Indian  affairs  to  them  without  putting  them  in 
mind  of  the  bill,  which  had  been  so  long  in  his  hands, 
for  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  they  agam  called  upon 
him  to  take  it  into  consideration. 

They  had  now  sat  a  full  month,  and  had  received 
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a  message  from  him,  recommending  a  stop  to  be  put  to 
the  exportation  of  provbions,  from  some  ill-grounded  ap- 
prehensions of  a  scarcity,  which  they  had  under  consid- 
eration ;  they  were  also  deeply  engaged  in  a  bill  for  the 
better  regulation  of  their  forces,  and  they  had  sent  up 
another  for  continuing  the  excise,  when  the  governor 
was  pleased  to  return  both  that  and  the  Indian-trade 
bill,  with  several  proposed  amendments,  and  a  notice, 
**  that,  his  Majesty's  service  requiring  his  presence  at 
Newcastle,  he  intended  to  set  out  for  that  place  on  the 
morrow,  or  next  day  after." 

To  redeem  time,  therefore,  the  said  amendments 
were  immediately  discussed,  and,  upon  the  question,  re- 
jected; of  which  they  apprized  him  in  the  following 
brief  and  sensible  manner. 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"The  excise  bill  now  o£fered  the  governor  for  his 
assent,  being  free  of  all  objections  as  to  royal  instruc- 
tions or  acts  of  Parliament,  and  the  same  that  has  here- 
tofore repeatedly  received  the  royal  assent,  and  no  rea- 
son appearing  to  the  House  why  the  change  should  be 
made,  that  is  proposed  by  the  governor's  amendment, 
they  therefore  unanimously  adhere  to  the  bill,  and  de- 
sire it  may  receive  his  assent  as  it  now  stands. 

"The  bill  for  regulating  the  Indian  trade,  being  an 
imitation  of  the  law  for  the  same  purpose,  found  so 
beneficial  by  long  practice  and  experience  in  the  prov- 
ince of  the  Massachusetts,  the  House  do  also  adhere  to 
that  bill  as  it  stands ;  and  request  the  governor  would 
be  pleased  to  reconsider  his  amendments." 

Of  this  the  governor  took  no  notice,  but  proceeded 
to  Newcasde,  as  he  had  before  intimated  he  would;  and 
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the  assembly,  having  at  last  conquered  die  difficulties 
raised  among  themselves,  and  passed  their  bill  for  regu- 
lating the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  s^vice  and  pay  of 
the  province,  adjourned  to  the  6th  of  April  then  next 
ensuing. 
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CHAPTER    XV. 

Sir  William  Johnson's  Treaty  with  the  Six  Nations.  The  Governor  ap- 
pears strongly  inclined  to  involve  the  Province  in  a  War  with  the 
Delawares  and  Shawanese.  He  also  demands  farther  Supplies.  The 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly  concerning  a  Plan  of  Military  Opera- 
tions. They  adjourn  and  are  re-assembled.  A  Petition  of  the  As- 
sociation Companies  in  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  InsufSciency  of 
the  Militia  Law.  The  Governor  proclaims  a  Suspension  of  Arms. 
The  Assendbly's  Message  to  him ;  in  which  they  again  press  him  to 
pass  the  Indian-Trade  BilL  Six  Members  desire  Leave  upon  the  Ad- 
journment to  quit  their  Seats.  Their  Resignation  accepted,  and  new 
Write  issued. 

As  this  adjournment  was  so  very  short,  the  members 
were  permitted  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  it;  but,  when 
they  met  again,  new  troubles  arose,  not  to  say  were 
prepared  for  them. 

Sir  William  Johnson's  treaty  with  the  Six  Nations 
was  ladd  before  them;  and  they  found  the  goyemor 
strongly  determined  to  myolve  the  province  in  an  Indma 
war  with  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese ;  which  a  very 
considerable  part  of  the  province,  fit>m  principles  of 
prudence,  as  well  as  scruples  of  ccmscience,  most  eam- 
esdy  desired  to  avoid. 

The  affair  was  soon  taken  into  consideration;  and 
the  House  appeared  to  be  far  from  unanimous  upon  it 
Some,  6rcm  the  papers  laid  before  them,  finding  reason 
to  believe,  that  an  accommodation  might  still  be  ef- 
fected, wa*e  for  addressing  the  governor  to  suspend 
his  purpose  for  some  time  longer;  and  others  had  in- 
fluence enough  to  postpone  Uie  debate,  and  thereby 
prevent  then-  coming  to  any  conclusion  upon  the  ques- 
tion at  alL 

The  issues  of  war  and  peace,  they  might  probably 
argue,  were  solely  m  the  executive ;   and  consequendy 
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the  executive  was  alone  to  be  answerable  for  the  uses 
made  of  them. 

But,  whatever  their  arguments  were,  whatever  effect 
they  had  within  doors,  the  same  difference  of  opinion 
still  remained  without  On  one  hand,  some  of  the  peo- 
ple called  Quakers,  residmg  in  the  city  of  Philadelpliia, 
on  behalf  of  themselves  and  many  others,  presented 
petitions  both  to  the  governor  and  the  House,  full  of 
exhortations  to  pursue  pacific  measures  with  these 
savages,  and  to  preserve  the  provmce,  if  possible,  from 
the  calamities  of  an  Indian  war ;  and,  on  the  other,  the 
governor  informed  the  House,  that  a  number  of  people 
from  the  back  counties  had  resolved  on  a  meeting,  in 
order  to  proceed  in  a  body  to  make  some  demands  of 
the  legislature  then  sittmg ;  and,  after  having  made  a 
merit  of  his  information,  added,  ^^that,  by  the  advice 
of  the  council,  he  should  give  immediate  orders  to  the 
provmcial  and  other  magistrates  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  mischiefs,  which  might  attend 
so  extraordmary  a  procedure/' 

The  House,  however,  preserved  their  equanimity  on 
this  occasion ;  surprise  they  did  express,  that,  having 
m  all  respects  demonstrated  so  much  care  and  concern 
for  the  security  of  the  province,  any  of  the  people 
should  meditate  mischief  against  them ;  but,  instead  of 
discovering  any  fear,  they  announced  the  laws  of  the 
province  against  rioters,  and  accompanied  their  thanks 
to  the  governor  for  his  intelligence,  tvith  a  request, 
that  he  would  lay  before  them  what  informations 
he  had  received  concerning  their  views  or  designs,  or 
wherem  they  had  apprehended  themselves  to  be  either 
neglected  or  aggrieved ;  which  request  he  never  thought 
fit  to  comply  with. 

It  may  indeed  be  collected,  that  these  insurgents 
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were  as  strenuous  for  war,  as  the  Quietists  were  for 
peace ;  and  that  the  governor  took  advantage  of  this 
very  incident  to  declare  war  against  the  Delawares  and 
Shawanese,  and  offer  rewards  for  taking  prisoners  and 
scalps,  which  he  did  immediately  thereon.  He  also 
gave  notice,  m  form,  of  the  same  to  the  assembly,  urg- 
ing the  many  and  great  cruelties  on  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects withm  the  province,  as  the  cause ;  and  concluded 
his  message  m  the  following  terms ; 

**  But,  as  great  part  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  is 
ah^ady  expended,  and  what  remams  will  very  soon  be 
consumed  in  maintaining  the  troops  posted  on  the  fron- 
tiers, and  other  necessary  services,  I  recommend  it  to 
you,  Gentlemen,  to  grant  such  further  supplies,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor,  upon  the 
success  of  which  the  future  peace  and  safety  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  will  very  much  depend.'* 

The  same  day  he  also  mformed  them,  "that  the 
Indians,  who  had  so  long  subsisted  on  the  bounty  of 
the  province,  (mstead  of  takmg  part  m  this  new  war) 
were  on  the  point  of  removing  with  their  families  (he 
was  fearful,  on  some  discontent,  though  he  knew  of  no 
reason,)  into  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations ;  and  had 
demanded  of  him  the  necessary  conveyances  and  pass- 
ports." And  he  added,  "  that  if  they  could  not  be  pre- 
vsdled  on  to  act  with  the  English,  which  he  had  directed 
the  interpreter  to  endeavom*,  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
ward the  two  partisans  amongst  them  (Scarroyady  and 
Montom*)  to  their  satisfaction  for  their  trouble  and  ser- 
.  vice,  to  send  the  others  away  well  satisfied,  and  to  give 
those,  that  should  continue,  good  encouragement" 

The  House,  in  answer,  signified  m  substance,  "  that 
their  late  supply  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  had  fully 
enabled  the  governor,  and  the  commissioners  who  were 
joined  with  him  for  the  disposition  of  it,  to  do  all  that 

VOL.  in.  60  NN* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


474  '  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

was  desired,  or  necessary  to  be  done;  that  if  great 
part  of  that  supply,  so  lately  granted,  was  abeady 
expended,  and  the  rest  would  soon  be  so,  they  knew 
of  no  remedy ;  but  that,  as  the  assessment  for  sinking 
the  bffls  of  credit,  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act, 
had  not  as  yet  been  laid  or  levied,  as  a  great  part  of 
the  money  was  stiH  in  hand,  and  as  they  were  soon  to 
meet  again  upon  the  adjournment,  then  so  necessaiy 
to  their  private  affairs,  having  waited  long  for  the  gov- 
ernor's answer  to  their  biDs,  they  could  not  think  it 
would  be  of  use  at  that  time  to  lay  an  additional  load 
of  taxes  on  the  inhabitants.  They  concluded  with  an 
earnest  recommendation  of  the  biH.  for  regulating  the 
Indian  trade,  as  a  bill  of  great  importance  for  concffiat- 
mg  the  minds  of  the  Indians  yet  unfixed  in  their  res- 
olutions, and  confirming  those  already  m  alliance  with 
them,  by  supplying  them  with  such  goods  and  other 
things  Uiey  might  have  occasion  for,  on  the  easiest 
terms,  at  the  charge  and  under  the  inspection  of  the 
government"  And,  in  a  separate  message  sent  at  the 
smne  time,  they  farther  gave  him  to  understand,  ^'that, 
havmg  seriously  deliberated  on  his  message  for  putting 
a  stop  to  the  exportation  of  provisions,  ever  smce  they 
had  received  it,  and  made  a  full  mquuy  into  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  they  had  reason  to  hope 
that,  under  the  common  course  of  God's  good  Provi- 
dence, no  considerable  danger  or  inconvenience  could 
arise  from  continumg  to  leave  their  ports  still  open  till 
their  next  meeting ;  as  also  that  they  proposed  to  ad- 
joiun  till  the  24th  of  the  month  next  ensuing." 

The  return  to  this  was,  that  the  governor  "  had  no 
objection  to  the  proposed  time  of  adjournment ;  that 
he  thought,  with  the  House,  there  was  no  immediate 
necessity  for  laying  an  embargo  on  proidsions ;  that  he 
should  lay  before  the  commissioners  the  affair  of  the 
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Indians,  now  m  town,  and  endeavour  to  send  them 
away  weD  satisfied ;  that  he  expected  the  House  would 
have  made  some  preparations  for  executing  the  plan  of 
operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  but,  as  they  had 
not,  it  must  lie  upon  them ;  that,  as  to  the  Indian-trade 
and  excise  bills,  he  should  consider  them  against  the 
next  meeting ;  and  lastly,  that  he  thought  it,  proper  to 
mention  to  the  House  by  their  messengers,  that,  al- 
though he  had  had  more  burdens  laid  upon  him  than 
any  of  his  predecessors  in  the  same  time,  yet  he  had 
received  less  from  the  House  than  any  of  them.*' 

Lastiy,  the  House,  taking  into  consideration  what  the 
governor  had  said  relating  to  their  not  having  made 
preparations  for  executing  the  plan  of  operations  for  the 
ensumg  campaign,  resolved,  in  these  words,  **That,  as 
this  province  has  received  no  assistance  fi-om  our  mother 
country,  and  as  we  have  already  expended  large  sums 
of  money  for  the  raising  and  supporting  a  considerable 
body  of  men  for  the  defence  of  our  extensive  fit>ntiers, 
against  the  continued  depredatbns  and  encroachments  oi 
a  savage  and  merciless  enemy,  besides  what  has  been 
expended  in  mamtainmg  the  friendly  Indians,  French 
neutrals,  and  m  other  purposes  for  the  King's  service, 
which  expenses  are  likely  to  be  continued  for  some 
time ;  the  House  are  of  opmion,  that  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  province  will  not  now  admit  of  their 
going  into  any  preparations  for  executing  the  aforesaid 
plan  of  operations ;  and  that  it  would  be  not  only  im- 
practicable, but  very  imprudent,  at  a  time  the  country 
is  so  gready  distressed  by  the  unjustifiable  taking  of 
indented  servants,  and  so  many  of  our  firemen  are  en- 
listed and  gone  away,  to  send  so  great  a  proportion  of 
men,  as  is  demanded  of  us,  to  so  great  a  distance,  and 
thereby  deprive  ourselves  of  their  assistance,  which  we 
have  too  much  reason  to  think  we  shall  soon  have  oc- 
casion for." 
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These  were  the  transactions  of  April  16th ;  and,  as 
the  reader  wiQ  observe  no  notice  was  taken  of  the 
governor's  remonstrance  concerning  himself,  he  will  from 
thence,  perhaps,  be  led  to  account  for  his  re-convenmg 
them  so  soon  afterwards  as  the  10th  of  May ;  he  being 
then  absent  at  a  place  called  Harris's  Feny,  and  having 
nothing  more  pressing  to  lay  before  them,  than  what  is 
contained  in  the  following  abstract  of  his  message  to 
them  upon  that  occasion;  to  wit, 

^^That,  the  people  of  the  frontier  counties  westward 
having  lost  great  numbers  of  their  fighting  men,  and 
the  remainder  being  either  driven  from  their  habitations 
or  worn  out  with  fatigue,  there  was  the  greatest  reason 
to  apprehend  the  next  attack  would  produce  the  entire 
evacuation  of  the  two  next  counties,  York  and  Cum- 
berland ;  that  the  consideration  of  this  deplorable  and 
dangerous  situation  of  those  counties,  which  the  most 
considerable  of  their  inhabitants  had,  in  the  most  affect- 
ing manner,  laid  before  him,  had  induced  him  to  call 
them  together,  that  the  best  and  speediest  means 
might  be  taken  to  prevent,  if  possible,  farther  desola- 
tion; that  the  law  for  establishing  a  voluntary  militia 
had  contributed  very  little,  if  any  thing,  to  the  defence 
of  the  frontier ;  that  he  had  observed  it  was  defective 
when  he  passed  it,  and  that  it  required  so  much  time 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  that  nothing  good  was  to  be 
expected  from  it;  that,  though  many  companies  had 
been  formed  under  it,  yet,  for  want  of  sufficient  power 
lodged  in  him  to  order  them  to  the  frontiers,  they  were, 
as  to  that  most  material  service,  entirely  useless ;  that  he 
must  therefore  recommend  it  to  them  to  form  such  a 
militia  as  might  be  just,  equal,  and  carried  into  imme- 
diate execution,  so  as  that  he  might  be  able  to  draw 
the  strength  of  the  province  to  such  parts  as  stood 
most  in  need  of  it,  and  the  whole  burden  of  defending 
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the  province  might  not  fall  too  heavily  on  the  few  in- 
habitants, whose  circumstances  obliged  them  to  remain 
m  the  back  counties ;  that,  as  by  the  latest  accounts 
from  Europe,  a  considerable  armament  from  France 
was  to  be  expected  in  America,  now  to  become  the 
seat  of  war,  and,  as  the  enemy  would  in  such  case  de- 
pend upon  being  supplied  with  provisions  from  the 
King's  colonies  by  the  mtervention  of  the  Dutch,  he 
conceived  a  general  embargo  would  be  necessary ;  and 
that  it  should  be  rendered  effectual  by  some  such 
special  law  as  should  be  thought  necessary  by  himself 
and  the  governors  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which 
he  recommended  to  them  to  prepare ;  and  that,  the  affairs 
of  the  province,  and,  in  particular,  the  building  a  fort 
at  a  place  called  Shamokin,  which  was  of  so  great  im- 
portance to  the  province,  requiring  his  personal  care 
and  attendance,  it  gave  him  concern  that  he  could  not 
be  then  at  Philadelphia;  but  that  they  might  be  as- 
sured he  would  give  all  the  despatch  imaginable  to  any 
bifls  they  might  propose,  which  the  secretary  was  to 
send  to  him  from  time  to  time  by  express.** 

To  give  the  more  weight  to  the  militia  clause,  a  peti- 
tion was  presented  to  the  House  from  the  officers  of  the 
association  companies  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  com- 
plaining of  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  law,  and 
praying  that  a  new  one  might  be  framed,  in  which  the 
defects  of  the  former  should  be  remedied. 

The  assembly  gave  the  petition  a  civil  but  cool  re- 
ception ;  and,  in  theh*  reply  to  the  governor's  message, 
furnished  the  public  with  a  brief  of  their  sentiments 
and  proceedings  on  the  present  occasion ;  to  wit, 

"That,  being  met  in  pursuance  of  the  governor's  call, 
they  were  concerned  for  his  absence,  as  the  public 
business  could  not  be  transacted  as  it  ought,  where  the 
several  parties  were  so  far  asunder ;   that,  as,  by  the 
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joint  care  <^  himself  and  the  commisfflona^  for  dii^xtt- 
ing  of  the  six^  thousand  pounds,  the  frcmtier  was  now 
in  a  better  iitate  of  defence,  than  tibat  <^  any  othtt 
cobny  on  the  contbent;  the  forts  being  numerous,  al 
strongly  garrisoned,  and  both  officers  and  sddiers  now 
reduced  to  due  obedience  and  discipline  by  means  of 
the  act  of  Parliam^it,  whidi,  at  their  last  sitting,  they 
had  extended  to  that  province^  they  could  not  but  hofpe^ 
that  the  distressed  inhabitants  oi  the  two  counties  men- 
tioned might,  by  the  blessmg  oi  God,  became  more 
secure  in  their  settlements,  and  consequently  more  easy 
in  their  mmds ;  and  that  mate  especially,  as  they  un« 
derstood  there  were,  in  the  interior  counties,  many 
formed  companies  as  yet  unemployed,  who  were  ready 
to  enter  into  the  service,  and  march  to  the  fix)ntitf, 
whenever  the  governor  should  think  fit  to  call  them; 
and  a  considerable  sum  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners,  wherewith  the  expense  might  be  de« 
frayed ;  that,  as  they  conceived,  the  marching  the  mi&- 
tia  to  the  frontier  on  every  alarm,  would  be  less  effec- 
tual for  its  defence,  and  much  more  expensive  and  bur- 
densome to  the  people,  than  their  proportion  of  a  tax 
for  the  maintenance  of  standmg  guards;  that,  indeed, 
they  had  litde  experience  of  a  militia  in  this  province, 
consequently,  in  framing  so  new  a  thing  as  a  law  to 
r^date  it,  their  first  essay  might  have  its  defects ;  that, 
however,  as  the  governor  did  not  point  them  out,  when 
he  passed  the  act,  and  they  had  not  sbce  occuired 
to  them,  all  they  could  then  say  was,  that,  when  he 
should  think  fit  to  send  down  any  supplementaiy 
amendments,  they  would  take  them  into  their  serious 
consideraticm ;  which  he,  the  governor,  might  possibly 
be  ready  to  do  by  the  time  to  which  they  stood  ad- 
journed, then  not  far  distant ;  that  they  had  therewith 
sent  him   a  bill   for  prohibiting   the  exportation   cS 
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protiskmB  or  warlike  stores  from  this  proyiace,  which 
they  hoped  would  meet  with  his  concurrence,  being 
in  conformity  with  the  law  lately  passed  at  New  York ; 
but  that,  as  all  restrictions  made  by  them  would  be 
ineffectual,  unless  &e  lower  counties  (the  Territory,  as 
formerly  caUed,)  were  in  like  manner  restrained,  they 
had  referred  the  continuance  of  their  law  to  such  future 
act  as  the  govemor  and  assembly  of  those  counties 
should  pass  for  that  purpose ;  that  they  apprehended 
a  stiict  c(Hnpliance  with  that  law  woukt  be  of  gres^ 
serrice  to  the  British  interest,  and  therefore  eamesdy 
recommended  it  to  the  governor,  Aat,  when  passed,  it 
might  be  carried  effectually  into  execution.  And,  last- 
ly, that,  as  the  season  required  the  present  attendance 
of  many  of  the  members  at  their  plantations,  th^  pro- 
posed to  re-adjourn  themselves  to  the  same  time  as 
befiDre,  when  they  hoped  the  governor  would  find  him* 
sdf  enough  at  leisure  to  meet  them  at  Philadeli^a.'^ 

Thus  ended  this  session  of  four  days.  The  prohibi- 
tory law  was  passed  by  the  governor  at  Harris's  Ferry ; 
and,  when  they  met  agam,  they  received  from  the  sec« 
vetary  two  other  messages  fit)m  the  same  place;  one 
designed  for  their  frurther  amusement  at  their  last  sil- 
ting, but  which  arrived  half  ait  hour  too  late,  and  the 
other  for  the  {present 

According  to  the  former,  **the  governor  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  the  Governors  Dinwkldie  and 
Sharpe,  giving  an  account  of  the  miserable  condkioii 
of  their  frontier,  and  the  danger  they  were  in  from  the 
enemy,  who  had  penetrated  as  fiu*  as  Winchest^  ia 
Virginia.  He  had  thereupon  redoubled  his  diligence 
for  the  better  securing  the  most  exposed  part  of  thdr 
own ;  but  he  was  still  fearful,  that,  for  want  of  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  take  the  field,  the  garrisons  <m  that  side 
would  not  be  able  to  keep  off  4he  numbers  of  tiie 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


480  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS. 

enemy,  which,  there  was  the  greatest  reason  to  expect, 
would  soon  appear  in  those  parts ;  so  that  no  time  was 
to  be  lost  in  preparing,  in  some  more  effectual  manner, 
for  their  defence." 

Accordmg  to  the  latter,  ^  All  the  de3patch  he  had 
been  able  to  make  in  his  works  had  not  brought  them 
to  such  a  forwardness  as  would  permit  him,  without 
prejudice  to  that  important  part  of  the  public  service,  to 
be  in  town  at  their  meeting.  He  had,  however,  the  sat- 
isfaction to  tell  them,  that  he  had  made  a  lodgment 
in  a  very  secure  place  upon  the  river,  beyond  the  Kit- 
tatinny  Hills  (the  place  from  whence,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected, he  fired  his  first  beacon  to  alarm,  or  rather  dis- 
tract, the  province.)  The  secretary  would  lay  before 
them  a  letter  Grom  Governor  Sharpe,  with  the  extracts 
of  an  act  of  his  government  for  granting  forty  thousand 
pounds  for  his  Majesty's  service;  only  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds  of  it  was  conditional  [so  that  condi* 
tional  acts  were  regular  in  Maryland,  though  not  in 
Pennsylvania,]  that  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  contrib- 
uted Uieir  reasonable  quotas  towards  the  expedition  it 
was  granted  for.  They  must  be  sensible  there  would 
be  no  peace  or  safety  for  them,  [his  old  argument]  im- 
less  these  western  colonies  united  their  straigth  in 
making  a  well-concerted  push  to  dislodge  the  French 
fix>m  their  encroachments;  and  that  no  time  was  so 
fitvorable  as  when  his  Majesty's  forces  and  those  of  the 
eastern  colonies  were  employed  against  them  to  the 
northward.  It  was  therefore  to  be  taken  mto  imme- 
diate consideraticMi,  and  he  vi^as  to  be  enabled  to  give 
Governor  Sharpe  the  expected  assurances,  that  Penn- 
sylvania would,  for  its  own  sake,  contribute  accord- 
ingly." 

A  comjdaint  fit)m  Ccnnmodore  Spry,  that  he  was  in 
great  want  of  seamen  for  his  Majesty's  ships  under 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HISTORY   OP   PENNSYLVANIA.  481 

his  command,  and  that  he  expected  a  supply  from 
those  colonies,  brought  up  the  rear,  with  a  requisition, 
"that  he  might  be  enabled,  by  bounty  or  otherwise, 
to  raise  and  send  him  as  many  as  the  province  could 
spare,  which  would  be  a  very  seasonable  and  acceptable 
service." 

In  conformity  to  so  pressing  and  plausible  a  mes- 
sage, a  money  bill  was  immediately  ordered,  and  some 
progress  was  made  therem.  But,  advice  having  been 
received  from  Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  Sir  William  John* 
son,  that  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese  had  promised 
to  cease  from  hostilities,  and  were  disposed  to  renew 
and  strengthen  their  alliance  and  friendship,  and  the 
governor  (Morris)  having  caused  a  suspension  of  arms 
to  be  proclaimed  thereon,  they  contented  themselves 
with  assuring  him,  "that  he  should  not  fail  of  the 
necessary  support  in  the  prosecution  of  such  measures 
as  might  tend  to  bring  this  good  disposition  of  the  said 
Indian  tribes  to  a  happy  issue ;  and  with  recommending 
it  to  the  commissioners  of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds 
act,  to  concur  with  the  governor  in  furnishing  such  sup- 
plies of  money  as  might  be  necessary  thereto."  They 
also  again  put  the  governor  in  mind  of  the  Indian- 
trade  bill,  so  often  recommended  to  him  before,  urging, 
"that  it  might  be  of  great  service  at  that  juncture,  by 
bringing  such  of  our  Indians  as  had  never  been  joined 
with,  and  desired  to  be  distinguished  from,  those  who 
had  committed  the  outrages  on  the  back  settlements, 
under  the  immediate  inspection  and  care  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  supplying  their  necessities  on  the  easiest 
terms,  securing  their  affections,  and  inducing  others  to 
come  in  for  the  same  beneficial  considerations." 

A  promise  to  reconsider  it,  this  drew  from  him ;  but, 
as  if  he  had  resolved  to  set  his  own  price  on  such  a 
service  to  the  province,   he  put  them  in  mind,  by  a 
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message  the  same  hour,  "That,  though  the  trouble  and 
expense  of  administratioa  had  been  considerably  great- 
er than  in  any  former  time,  no  sums  had  been  granted 
for  his  support  since  their  first  session ;  and  he  there- 
fore desired  they  would  take  this  matter  into  consider- 
ation, and  make  such  provision  as  was  agreeable  to 
justice  and  the  practice  of  former  assemblies." 

What  the  govfemor's  case  was  with  respect  to  rev- 
enue, and  what  the  merits  of  his  service,  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  sheets  already  before  us ;  so  that  it 
will  be  enough  in  this  place  to  say,  that  the  assembly 
could  turn  a  deaf  ear  as  well  as  he;  and  that,  he  having 
given  them  to  understand,  in  his  message  concerning 
Sir  Charles  Hardy's  intelligence,  and  the  suspension  of 
arms,  that  he  had  called  the  assembly  of  the  lower 
counties  to  meet  him  on  the  4th  of  June,  in  order  to 
render  the  late  embargo  permanent  and  effectual,  by 
prevailing  with  them  to  pass  a  law  to  the  same  effect, 
and  that  he  imagined  his  absence  for  three  or  four  days 
would  be  no  interruption  to  their  proceedings,  they  ad- 
journed themselves  to  the  28th. 

Before  they  separated,  however,  which  deserves  no- 
tice, six  members  requested  leave  to  resign  their  seatSy 
for  certain  reasons  by  them  specified  in  a  paper  pre- 
sented to  the  House  at  the  same  time.  And  it  was, 
after  consideration,  resolved  thereon,  that,  in  case 
they  contmued  in  the  same  mmd  after  the  adjournment, 
and  delivered  the  said  paper  into  the  hands  of  the 
Speaker  [in  proof  thereof],  their  seats  should  be 
deemed  vacated  accordbgly.  They  did  continue  in 
in  same  mind,  and  delivered  the  following  paper  as 
proof  thereof. 

"May  it  please  the  Speaker  and  the  House, 
"A  few  days  since  we  communicated  to  the  House 
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our  mclinations  to  resign  our  seats,  in  which  the  House 
appeared  disposed  to  favor  us. 

^  This  repetition  of  oiu*  continuing  in  those  intentions 
does  not  proceed  from  any  design  of  involving  the 
House  m  unnecessary  trouble ;  but,  as  many  of  our 
constituents  seem  of  opmion,  that  the  present  situation 
of  public  affairs  calls  upon  us  for  services  in  a  military 
way,  which,  from  a  conviction  of  judgment,  after  ma- 
ture deliberation,  we  cannot  comply  with,  we  conclude 
it  most  conducive  to  the  peace  of  our  own  mmds,  and 
the  reputation  of  our  religious  profession,  to  persist  m 
our  resolutions  of  resigning  our  seats,  which  we  accord- 
mgly  now  do ;  and  request  these  our  reasons  may  be 
entered  on  the  mmutes  of  the  House/* 

The  Speaker  hereupon  sent  an  order  to  the  secreta- 
ry, being  the  proper  officer,  to  issue  writs  for  so  many 
re-elections,  who  thought  fit  to  refuse  obedience,  the 
governor  being  of  opinion,  that,  though  there  was  an  ex- 
press provision  by  law  for  fillmg  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  wilful  absence,  there  was  none  for  a  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  resignation.  Upon  which  the  Speaker,  by 
the  advice  of  such  members  as  were  then  in  town, 
issued  his  own  writs,  founded  on  the  same  law,  from 
whence  the  governor  derived  his  objection.  These 
writs  the  sheriffs  obeyed,  what  instances  soever  they 
might  have  been  importuned  with  to  the  contrary ;  the 
freeholders  exercised  their  rights  of  electmg  in  pursu- 
ance of  them ;  the  returns  were  made  m  the  usual 
form ;  and  the  House  resolved  nenu  cotLj  that  the  mem- 
bers so  returned  had  been  duly  elected. 

Thus  the  breach  was  closed  as  soon  as  it  was 
opened ;  and,  whatever  view  the  governor  had  to  serve 
by  his  opposition,  he  neither  did  himself  or  views  any 
service  by  it 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

Lord  Loadoan  appointed  Commander-in-chief  in  America.  Tiie  EbceiM 
and  Indian-Trade  Bills.  An  Act  for  emitting  Four  Thousand  Pounds 
in  Bills  of  Credit  An  Act  for  striking  and  issuing  the  Sum  of  Forty 
Thousand  Pounds  for  the  King's  Use.  An  Attack  apprehended  from 
the  Indians.  A  Bill  to  permit  the  Exportation  of  Provisions  for  the 
King's  Service.  Petition  of  the  Merchants  in  Relation  to  the  Embargo. 
Differences  between  tho  Governor  and  the  Assembly.  Message  con- 
cerning Indian  Affairs,  and  the  Expense  of  conducting  them.  A  part- 
ing Compliment  from  General  Shirley  to  the  Province. 

His  message,  mtroductory  to  the  business  of  the 
session,  contained  a  notification  of  the  Emg's  having 
appomted  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  commander-in-chief  of 
all  his  forces  in  America,  with  two  regiments  of  foot,  a 
train  of  artillery,  stores,  &c.,  and  commanded  him,  the 
governor,  to  give  his  lordship  and  the  troops  all  the  as- 
sistance in  his  power ;  particulariy  to  recommend  it  to 
them,  to  appropriate  such  part  of  the  funds  already 
raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  public  service,  so  as  to 
be  issued  as  his  lordship  should  direct  As  also  of 
another  circumstance  altogether  new  in  the  British  con- 
stitution; namely,  his  Majesty  being  enabled  by  act 
of  parliament  to  appoint  a  number  of  German,  Swiss, 
and  Dutch  Protestants  to  be  officers  of  a  regiment  to 
be  raised,  and  called  the  Royal  American  Regiment ;  * 
as  also  of  another  particular  recommendation  which  he 


*  This  American  Regiment  was  to  consist  of  four  thousand  men.  It 
was  to  he  composed  of  whatever  Protestants  the  colonies  could  frumsh, 
and,  according  to  the  first  plan,  was  to  have  been  commanded  by  none 
but  foreign  officers ;  but  this  plan  having  been  objected  to,  some  abate- 
ments were  admitted,  namely,  that  the  foreign  officers  should  not  ex- 
ceed one  half  of  the  whole  number ;  that  room  should  be  left  for  some 
Americans ;  that  the  commander  should  be  always  a  natural  born  sab* 
joct,  &c. 
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was  enjoined,  to  make  to  them,  that  the  masters  of  such 
indented  servants  as  should  engage  in  the  King's  ser- 
vice, might  be  indemnified  out  of  the  funds  raised  for 
the  public  s^rice.  And  the  nature  of  this  review  re- 
quires, that  the  sequel  of  this  message  should  be  given 
in  the  governor's  own  words,  which  were  as  follows, 
to  wit; 

^  His  Majesty  has  further  commanded  me  to  recom- 
mend it  to  you,  to  pass  effectual  laws  for  prohibiting 
all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  French,  and  to  pre- 
vent their  being  supplied  with  provbions ;  and  as  the 
law  lately  passed  here  for  an  embargo  will,  by  the  expi- 
ration of  the  act  for  that  purpose  passed  in  the  lower 
counties,  end  on  the  7th  of  July,  I  hope  you  will  pre- 
pare a  proper  bill  for  continuing  an  embargo,  so  neces- 
sary for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  safety  of  these 
colonies,  for  some  time  longer. 

"  The  secretary  will  lay  before  you  extracts  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  letters  to  me,  relating  to  the  mat- 
ters now  recommended,  and  I  hope  you  will  without 
delay  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  them,  and  comply 
with  his  Majesty's  expectations. 

"The  money  heretofore  given  for  the  Bang's  use 
will  be  very  soon  expended,  and  I  shall  in  that  case  be 
under  a  necessity  of  disbanding  the  troops  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  provmce,  and  of  destroying  or  aban- 
doning the  several  forts  erected  upon  our  frontiers ;  I 
must  therefore  desire  you  will  grant  such  further  sup- 
plies as  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs  requires." 

To  the  clause  relatmg  to  the  embargo,  the  House  or- 
dered an  immediate  answer  to  be  prepared ;  in  which, 
having  told  him  what  he  could  not  but  know  before, 
"  that  they  had  already  done  what  was  now  required  of 
them,  by  a  law  still  in  force,  and  which  would  have  so 
continued  till  August  4th,  the  time  limited  by  the  law 

00* 
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of  New  Toric,  provided  the  three  lower  counties  had 
also  passed  a  law  conformable  thereto/'  they  proceeded 
in  these  words; 

"As  provisions  might  be  exported  from  this  province 
through  those  counties,  not  subject  to  our  laws,  and 
great  quantities  are  raised  there,  we  were  fully  apprized 
that  any  restraints  we  could  lay  upon  our  exportations 
here  would  by  no  means  put  a  stop  to  the  supplying 
the  French  with  provisions,  unless  that  govemm^t  pro- 
hibited the  exportations  from  thence  also ;  we  therefore 
limited  the  continuance  of  our  act  accordingly,  and  we 
must  own  the  astonishment  we  were  under,  when  we 
found  the  governor  had  enacted  a  law  there,  mvalidat- 
ing  the  acts  of  the  other  colonies,  by  limiting  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  act  to  one  month  only* 

"As  our  act  prohibits  the  exportation  of  provisions 
in  conformity  wiUi  the  law  of  New  York  colony,  with 
which  New  Jersey,  we  understand,  has  also  complied, 
the  governor  cannot  think  it  reasonable,  that  the  colo- 
nies of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  this  province 
should  be  deprived  of  their  laws  by  an  act  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  three  lower  counties ;  therefore,  as  that 
act  was  passed  by  the  governor  himself,  we  presume, 
instead  of  applying  to  us  upon  this  occasion,  he  will 
think  it  his  duty  to  call  the  assembly  of  the  three  lower 
counties,  to  whom  it  belongs,  to  continue  their  law  to 
the  time  limited  by  the  other  governments. 

"It  is  well  known  that  Maryland  raises  great  quan- 
tities of  wheat,  pork,  and  other  provisions,  and  yet,  as 
we  are  mformed,  their  ports  have  hitherto  continued 
open  to  the  exports  of  provisions  from  thence ;  the  gov- 
ernor will  therefore  judge  the  necessity  of  recommend- 
ing a  prohibition  there,  without  which,  we  apprehend, 
the  acts  of  the  northern  and  eastern  colonies  must 
prove  ineffectual" 
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The  biU  of  supply,  already  before  the  House,  was,  in 
the  next  place,  resumed ;  and,  to  dear  the  way  as  they 
went,  a  new  message  was  sent  to  the  governor  to  know, 
whether  he  had  come  to  any  resolution  on  the  excise 
and  Indian-trade  bills ;  to  which  m  effect  he  answered, 
that,  as  to  the  latter,  he  thought  his  amendments  to  it 
so  just  and  reasonable,  that  he  could  not,  therefore,  re- 
cede from  them ;  and,  as  to  the  former,  that  he  had 
added  a  clause  by  which  the  money  to  arise  by  it  was 
to  be  disposed  of  in  such  a  manner  as  the  governor 
and  commander-m-chiei^  and,  in  case  of  his  death  or 
absence,  the  president  of  the  council  and  the  assembly 
should  direct;  adding,  '^this  manner  of  disposing  of 
the  public  money  appears  to  me  most  conducive  to  the 
general  interest,  and  you  will  observe,  by  an  article  in 
the  proprietary  instructions  to  me,  which  I  send  you 
herewith,  that  I  am  restrained  from  passing  any  bill  of 
that  nature  without  such  an  appropriating  clause/' 

And  this  instruction  was  delivered  in  the  terms  fol- 
lowmg,  to  wit; 

"You  shall  not  give  your  assent  to  any  law  (or  pro- 
longing the  present  excise,  or  laymg  any  other  excise, 
or  raising  any  money  on  the  mhabitants  of  the  said  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania,  unless  there  be  an  enactmg  clause, 
that  all  money  arising  from  the  said  excise,  or  other 
duties,  shall  be  disposed  of  only  as  we  or  either  of  us,  ex- 
ercising the  office  of  governor,  or  the  lieutenant-governor, 
or,  m  case  of  his  death  or  absence,  the  president  of  the 
council,  and  the  house  of  representatives,  for  the  time 
bemg,  shall  direct ;  and  not  otherwise." 

Thus  the  great  proprietary  secret,  so  long  suspected, 
so  long  and  so  cautiously  preserved,  and  which  had 
operated  so  mischievously  and  dangerously,  not  only 
to  the  provmce  of  Pennsylvania,  but  all  the  provinces 
adjoming,  was  at  last  acknowledged;    and  it  thereby 
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became  undeniable,  that,  under  such  a  commission,  en- 
forced by  a  penal  bond  upon  the  holder  of  it,  neither 
the  province  could  be  protected,  the  King  served,  or  the 
interest  of  the  community  maintained,  unless  the  free- 
men parted  with  their  birthrights,  and  the  special  con- 
firmations of  them  contained  in  their  charter. 

And  it  is  equally  to  be  wondered,  that  any  two  sub- 
jects in  the  King's  dominions  should  presume  to  exact 
such  concessions  from  their  fellow-subjects  as  his  Maj- 
esty himself  neither  has,  nor  makes  any  claim  to;  and 
that  any  gentleman  should  submit  to  serve  them  on  such 
equally  tyrannical  and  servile  terms. 

The  resolutions  of  the  House  hereon  were  worthy 
of  the  occasion,  and,  as  such,  are  equally  worthy  of 
having  a  place  in  this  worL 

^  Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
the  said  proprietary  mstruction  was  the  principal,  if  not 
the  only  obstruction  to  the  passing  the  several  bills 
offered  to  the  governor  by  the  last  assembly  for  grant- 
ing money  for  the  King's  use. 

^That  the  act  for  laying  an  excise  on  wine,  rum, 
brandy,  and  other  spirits,  passed  in  the  year  1744,  and 
the  act  granting  five  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's 
use,  passed  the  24th  of  June,  1746,  by  which  the  said 
act  for  laying  an  excise  on  wine,  rum,  brandy,  and 
other  spirits,  was  continued  for  ten  years  next  after  'the 
1st  day  of  June,  1746,  have  received  the  royal  appro- 
bation. 

^^That  acts  laying  an  excise  on  spirituous  liquors 
have  been  found  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges 
of  government,  and  have  been  continued  within  this 
province  for  more  than  thirty  years ;  and  that  the  gov- 
ernor's not  passmg  the  bill  presented  to  him  for  con- 
tinuing the  excise,  upon  the  terms  of  all  our  former 
acts,  repeatedly  approved  of  by   the  crown,  from  an 
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apprehension,  that  he  is  restrained  by  the  said  proprie- 
tary instruction,  is  evasive  and  frivolous,  and  an  in*- 
frbgement  of  our  just  rights;  and,  that,  as  deputy- 
governor  of  this  province,  he  has,  or  ought  to  have, 
full  powers  to  give  his  assent  to  all  such  bills  as  we 
have  an  undoubted  right  to  offer. 

^That  the  said  instruction  ^is  not  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  this  provmce, 
and  is  inconsistent  with  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  liberties  oi  the  people ; '  and  that  all  proprietary 
instructions,  not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, are  illegal  and  void  in  themselves;  neverthdess, 
if  the  governor  should  apprehend  himself  bound  by 
such  proprietary  mstructions,  they  may  prove  ruinous 
to  the  province,  and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
British  interest  in  America. 

<^  That  the  House  do  adhere  to  the  bill  for  contmuing 
the  act  for  laying  an  excise  on  wme,  rum,  brandy,  and 
other  spirits,  as  it  now  stands,  without  admitting  the 
governor's  proposed  amendments  thereto.^ 

It  now  also  became  apparent  to  the  province,  that 
even  the  boasted  free-gift  of  the  proprietaries  of  five 
thousand  pounds,  was  not  to  be  obtained  but  as  it 
could  be  collected  out  of  the  arrears  of  their  quit-rents ; 
and  that,  it  being  impracticable  to  coUect  such  a  sum 
fast  enough  to  answer  the  public  demands,  the  defi- 
ciency could  no  otherwise  be  made  good  than  by  act 
of  assembly  for  striking  the  sum  of  four  thousand 
pounds,  remsuning  due  on  the  proprietary  order,  in 
bills  of  credit,  to  be  sunk  out  of  the  growing  payments 
as  they  should  come  in.  This,  in  short,  was  the  favor 
applied  for  on  their  behalf  by  their  receiver-general, 
who  declared,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  consulted 
the  governor  on  this  head,  who  had  expressed  his  readi- 
ness to  concur  vrith  the  House  in  a  reasonable  bill  for 
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that  purpose ;  not  directly  to  the  assembly,  however, 
was  this  favor  applied  for;  nor  as  a  favor  to  the  pro- 
prietaries; that  would  have  been  beneath  the  proprie- 
tary dignity ;  but  by  the  mteiposition  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  act  The  assem- 
bly nevertheless  gave  way  to  the  expedient;  the 
receiver-general  had  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpose ;  and  the  same,  with  a  different  preamble,  was 
passed  and  sent  up  to  the  governor.  The  difference 
is  this.  In  the  first,  the  reason  assigned  for  the  bill 
was  to  this  effect;  "Whereas  the  proprietaries  have 
been  pleased  to  make  a  tree  gift  of  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  pounds  towards  the  public  chai^ge,  &c.  where- 
of their  receiver-general  had  as  yet  been  able  to  pay 
but  one  thousand  pounds.  To  the  end,  therefore,  that 
the  good  mtentions  of  the  proprietaries  in  the  said  gift 
may  be  fully  answered,  and  the  public  may  receive  the 
immediate  benefit  thereof.  Be  it  enacted,"  &c.  In  the 
second,  care  was  taken  to  specify,  that  the  said  sum 
was  to  be  applied  towards  the  public  charge,  and  was 
given  m  consideration  of  their  [the  proprietaries']  being 
exempted  fix)m  the  payment  of  their  taxes  towards 
raismg  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  bill  was  thus  sent  up, 
namely,  the  seventh  after  their  meeting,  they  also  sent 
up  a  money  bill,  for  grantmg  the  sum  of  forty  thou- 
sand pounds  for  the  King's  use,  and  for  striking  the 
said  sum  m  bills  of  credit,  and  to  provide  a  fund  for 
sinking  the  same ;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  said  bill, 
the  governor  was  pleased  to  say,  "That  he  would  give 
it  all  the  despatch  in  his  power,  but  that  he  could  not  say 
when  the  House  might  expect  to  know  his  result  there- 
upon, as  he  was  that  day  going  to  Newcastle,  in  ord^ 
to  meet  the  assembly  of  the  three  lower  counties." 

Notwithstandmg  which,  the  two  members,  to  whom 
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he  thus  expressed  himself,  were  no  sooner  withdrawn, 
than  he  sent  after  them  another  message  to  the  House, 
signifying,  "  That,  by  intelligence  he  had  received  from 
two  Indians,  two  days  before,  the  western  Indians  were 
forming  themselves  into  a  body  in  order  to  attack  the 
province  about  the  time  of  harvest,**  &c.  Adding,  "  I^ 
upon  ccmsideration  of  this  matter,  any  other  measures 
are  necessary  for  the  public  safety,  you  will  enable  me 
to  take  them." 

Thus,  harlequin-like,  he  could  play  contrary  parts  in 
the  same  interlude.  If  a  supply  was  not  given  without 
delay,  the  troops  were  to  be  disbanded,  the  forts  de- 
stroyed, and  the  frontier  ccmsequently  laid  open ;  and 
yet,  with  a  supply  m  his  hand,  he  could  deliberately  go 
upon  another  service ;  at  the  same  tune  he  could  also 
communicate  intelligence  of  additional  dangers ;  and  yet, 
with  the  same  supply  in  his  hand,  he  could  insinuate 
want  of  ability  to  withstand  them. 

The  assembly,  in  fact,  told  him,  in  reply  to  this  mes- 
sage, that  in  case  he  passed  their  bill,  he  would  find 
himself  sufficiently  enabled  to  take  every  measure  that 
might  be  necessary. 

What  is  farther  remarkable,  a  merchant  of  Philadel- 
phia, who  had  supplied  the  garrisons  in  Newfoundland 
with  provisions  for  six  years,  and  who  had  now  a  ves- 
sel in  the  pcHl  freighted  with  the  same,  could  not  ob- 
tain a  clearance ;  the  governor  and  council  being  unan- 
imously of  opinion  that,  because  of  the  late  act  to  pre- 
vent exportations,  no  such  clearance  could  be  granted. 
A  member  of  the  House,  who,  by  order  from  the  navy- 
contractor  at  Jamaica,  had,  in  like  manner,  freighted  a 
ship,  met  with  the  same  difficulty  under  the  same  pre- 
tence. Both  made  their  application  to  the  House  for  re- 
lief ;  and  it  was  not  only  resolved,  that  the  said  act  was 
oS  the  same  tenor  with  that  of  New  York,  and  never 
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mtended  m  any  wise  to  restrain  the  exportation  of  pro- 
visions for  his  Majesty's  navy  and  garrisons,  nor  could, 
in  their  opinion  be  so  understood,  except  by  the  most 
forced  construction  thereof;  but  also,  that,  to  prevent 
any  ill  consequences  which  might  arise  from  such  in- 
terpretation, a  bill  should  be  immediately  prepared  at 
the  table  for  expressly  permitting  such  exportations. 

This  bill,  when  finished,  was  sent  up  to  the  gover- 
nor, who  promised  to  give  it  all  the  despatch  in  his 
power ;  and  was  followed  by  another  for  a  longer  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo  act,  with  a  similar  clause  of 
explanation ;  upon  the  presenting  o(  which,  the  gover- 
nor, being  asked,  by  order  of  the  House,  whether  he 
had  come  to  any  determination  upon  the  former,  an- 
swered, ^^that  he  had  read  but  not  considered  it" 
And,  being  farther  pressed  on  the  necessities  of  the  ser- 
vice, according  to  the  allegations  above  specified,  said, 
"  that,  in  case  the  legislature  of  the  three  lower  counties 
did  not  continue  the  embargo,  the  same  would  expire 
in  a  few  days,  and  then  there  would  be  no  necessity  of 
the  said  supplementary  act;  and  if  the  embargo  act  of 
the  three  lower  counties  should  be  continued,  he  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  permit  vessels  laden  with  pro- 
visions or  stores  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  sail  at  any 
time,  by  the  bill  the  House  had  sent  hun  for  that 
purpose." 

Thus  the  two  ships  were  to  be  contmued  in  pwt,  to 
wait  the  good  pleasure  of  another  government ;  and  the 
interval  was  to  be  lost  to  the  service,  unless  the  owners 
found  ways  and  means  to  accommodate  matters  with 
the  governor. 

The  House,  however,  plied  him  with  another  mes- 
sage, and  received  such  another  illusory  answer ;  they 
also  again  put  him  in  mind  of  the  forty  thousand  pounds 
supply  bill ;  and  were  told,  (notwithstanding  his  press- 
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ing  message  at  the  opening  of  the  session,)  ^^  That  he 
had  not  read  it  through,  but  that  he  thought  it  stood  in 
need  of  amendments/'  He  also  told  the  two  members 
employed  upon  that  occasion,  "He  was  just  then 
setting  off  (or  Newcastle ;  ^  and  they  acquainting  him 
farther,  **  That,  as  it  would  be  extremely  mconyenient 
to  the  country  members,  to  continue  sitting  till  his  re- 
turn, and  as  there  was  no  busmess  depending  of  any 
importance,  but  what  lay  before  the  governor,  they 
had  thoughts  of  adjourning  that  day  (bebg  July  5th) 
to  the  2d  of  August,  by  which  time  the  harvest  would 
be  neariy  over,**  his  answer  was,  **That  he  had  no 
objection  to  their  adjourning  over  the  harvest,  and  that 
he  approved  of  the  time  proposed.'* 

And  the  House,  on  the  return  of  their  messengers, 
having  first  resolved,  **  That  any  ill  consequences  which 
might  attend  the  governor's  not  passing  their  supple- 
mentary bill  (for  exportmg  provisions  for  the  King's 
service  notwithstanding  the  embargo)  would  not  lie  at 
their  door,"  did  adjourn  accordingly. 

After  all  which,  on  that  very  day  fortnight,  (July 
19th,)  in  the  very  midst  of  the  harvest,  did  this  wor- 
thy governor  oblige  the  members,  by  special  summons, 
to  meet  him ;  the  occasion  of  which  is  thus  set  forth 
in  his  message  to  the  House  of  that  day,  to  wit ; 

"  Gentlemen,  at  your  instance,  I  called  the  assembly 
of  the  lower  counties,  and  pressed  them  to  continue 
the  prohibition  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  to  the 
time  limited  by  the  laws  of  New  York  and  Jersey ;  but 
they  chose  only  to  continue  it  till  the  20th  mstant,  and 
from  thence  for  so  long  time  as  the  legislature  of  this 
province  should  pass  or  continue  a  law  for  the  like  pur- 
poses, provided  the  same  did  not  exceed  the  22d  day 
of  October  next  I  am  thereby  laid  under  the  disa- 
greeable necessity  of  calling  you  together  at  this  busy 
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season,  in  order  to  have  the  embai^o  contmued  for  the 
same  time  that  it  is  in  the  provinces  of  New  York 
and  Jersey ;  and,  as  the  acts  of  assembly  passed  for 
the  prohibition  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  will  ex- 
pire with  to-morrow,  I  hope  you  wiB  immediately  enter 
upon  this  matter,  and  give  it  all  the  despatch  the  nature 
of  the  thmg  requires.  The  secretary  will  lay  before 
you  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  lower  counties,  and  you 
will,  by  proper  clauses  in  the  law  you  may  think  it 
necessary  on  this  occasion  to  propose,  leave  me  at  liber- 
ty to  send  supplies  to  such  of  the  King's  ships  and 
forces  as  may  be  employed  in  any  part  of  America,  and 
to  put  the  trade  of  this  place,  while  the  embargo  lasts, 
upon  the  same  footing  it  is  in  the  other  bread  colonies." 
And  the  very  next  day  the  merchants,  owners,  and 
masters  of  vessels,  then  lying  in  the  port,  presented  a 
petition  to  the  House,  "  setting  forth  the  damages  and 
losses  they  had  already  sustamed,  for  want  of  being 
allowed  proper  clearances;  as  also  the  disadvantages, 
discouragements,  and  losses  which  the  whole  province 
would*  specially  and  unavoidably  be  liable  to,  in  case 
the  embargo  was  to  be  continued  for  a  longer  time, 
than  by  the  late  law  was  provided;  recommending 
bonds  with  sufficient  penalties,  to  be  discharged  only 
by  the  certificates  of  the  British  consuls  residing  at 
such  foreign  ports,  as  the  several  vessels  and  cargoes 
were  entered  for,  and  consigned  to,  as  the  only  proper 
expedient  to  answer  the  ends  proposed  by  such  laws, 
without  destroying  their  trade,  on  which  the  well-being 
of  the  province  depended ;  and  requesting  such  relief 
and  assistance  in  the  premises  as  they,  in  their  wisdom, 

*  Boston  having  little  of  provision  to  export  besides  fish,  which  was 
excepted  by  their  act ;  New  York  having  a  tolerable  market,  because  the 
forces  took  off  a  great  part  of  their  product ;  and  Virginia  and  Maiyland 
having  had  their  ports  open  all  this  time. 
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should  judge  most  expedient;  as  nowise  doubting 
their  ready  and  hearty  disposition  towards  the  general 
good  and  service  of  their  country," 

Fruitiessly  dismissed,  and  impertinentiy  reconvened, 
as  the  assembly  had  been,  within  so  short  a  time,  a 
warm  expostulation  was  the  least  that  could  be  expect- 
ed upon  it ;  and  yet  the  warmth  they  showed  was  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  provocation  they  had  received ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  was  at  once  so  moderated  and 
justified,  that  their  worst  enemies  could  not  derive  the 
least  pretence  of  reproach  ftom  it 

Facts  were  m  their  favor;  and  a  mere  recapitulation 
of  them  was  all  that  was  necessary  to  show  how  un- 
worthily they  were  treated;  which  will  account  for 
the  insertion  of  their  answer  to  the  governor  in  this 
place  at  lai^e. 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"On  the  4th  of  May,  1756,  the  legislature  of  New 
York  passed  an  act  to  revive  an  act,  more  effectually  to 
restram  the  exportation  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores 
fix)m  that  colony,  to  be  in  force  for  twenty-one  days ; 
and,  after  that  time,  to  such  time  as  the  legislature  of 
New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  should  pass  acts  for  like 
purposes;  provided  those  acts  did  not  exceed  three 
months  from  the  passmg  of  that  act,  which  was  from 
the  4th  of  May  to  the  4th  of  August  next  ensuing. 

"  Sir  Charles  Hardy  having  recommended  to  our  gov- 
ernor, that  he  should  lay  before  the  assembly  of  this 
province,  the  necessity  of  enacting  a  law  of  die  same 
tenor  within  this  government ;  and  the  House  bemg  con- 
vinced, that  such  an  act  would  be  totally  useless,  unless 
the  three  lower  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sus- 
sex (not  subject  to  our  laws)  were  included,  passed  an 
act,  on  the  1 3th  of  May,  of  the  same  tenor,  and  nearly 
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in  the  same  words,  with  the  act  of  New  York,  to  be 
in  force  till  the  7th  of  June,  and  from  thence  for  so  long 
time  as  the  legislatures  of  the  colony  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex  upon 
Delaware  should  respectively  pass  laws  for  the  like  pur- 
poses ;  provided  they  exceed  not  the  time  limited  by 
the  law  of  New  York  government. 

"  On  the  29th  of  Bfay,  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey 
passed  an  act,  to  hS^kk  force  from  the  1st  day  of  June 
to  the  1st  of  August,  and  from  thence  for  so  long  time 
as  the  legislatures  of  the  colonies  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  should  respectively  pass  laws  for  the  like 
purposes,  provided  they  did  not  exceed  three  months 
from  the  said  1st  day  of  August 

'^  This  bemg  the  state  of  the  laws  laying  an  embargo 
on  the  exportation  of  provisions  and  warlike  stcx^s; 
first,  by  the  colony  of  New  York  on  the  4th,  then  by 
this  government  on  the  13th,  and  by  New  Jersey  the 
29th  of  May  last ;  it  is  most  unkind,  and,  give  us  leave 
to  say,  in  our  opinion,  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  gov- 
ernment, that  in  the  governor's  last  message  he  should 
not  take  the  least  notice  of  any  law  bemg  ever  passed 
by  us  for  laying  any  embargo  within  this  port,  but  only 
mentions  his  having  pressed  the  assembly  of  the  lower 
counties  ^to  continue  the  prohibition  of  provisions  and 
wariike  stores,  to  the  time  limited  by  the  laws  of  New 
York  and  Jersey,'  as  if  no  such  law  had  ever  been 
passed  by  himself  within  this  province  I  What  purpose 
such  a  conduct  towards  us  is  to  answer,  the  governor 
best  knows.  But  when  he  proceeds,  in  his  said  mes- 
sage, to  propose  to  us,  <  to  have  the  embargo  continued 
for  the  same  time  that  it  is  in  the  provinces  of  New 
Yori£  and  Jersey,'  we  must  confess  we  are  entirely  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  the  governor  would  mean;  our 
present  act  coming    precisely  within    the    governor's 
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recommendation;  being  made  in  compliance  with  the 
law  of  New  York.  If  the  lower  counties  have  not 
complied  with  those  terms,  it  is  not  to  be  imputed  to 
the  assembly  of  this  province,  who  have  fully  dis- 
charged their  part  to  make  the  embargo  eflfectual. 

"  We  entreat  the  governor  to  consider  and  reflect  on 
the  share  he  has  had  in  the  laws  of  the  lower  counties, 
passed  by  himself,  which  seem  calculated  to  give  this 
House  unnecessary  trouble  to  no  good  purpose  what- 
ever ;  for  now,  when  he  has  thought  fit  to  call  us  to- 
gether in  the  height  of  our  harvests,  our  servants  gen- 
eraDy  taken  fix)m  us,  and  the  country  in  want  of  labor- 
ers, what  has  the  governor  been  pleased  to  propose,  but 
to  pass  an  act  to  continue  the  embargo  ^for  the  same 
time  that  it  is  m  the  provinces  of  New  York  and  Jer- 
sey,' which  is  the  tenor  and  limitation  of  our  present 
act,  it  being  to  have  contmued  (had  the  lower  counties 
passed  their  acts  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  New 
York,  as  this  province  and  New  Jersey  had  already 
done,)  to  the  fourth  day  of  August.  And  as  New  York 
has  not  extended  their  act,  that  we  know  of,  (which 
will  probably  become  unnecessary  on  the  proclamation 
of  a  war  with  France,  now  daily  expected,)  any  new 
act  we  could  make  would  only  be  to  continue  the  act 
of  this  province  to  the  time  it  was  to  continue ;  which 
is  such  an  absurdity  as  we  presume  on  reflection  the 
governor  will  not  msist  upon. 

"But  that  no  time  might  intervene,  whereby  the 
French  might  be  supplied  with  provisions  or  wariike 
stores  from  this  province,  we,  at  our  last  sitting,  put  into 
the  governor's  hands  a  bill  *  to  continue  the  act  for  pre- 
venting the  exportation  of  provisions,  naval  op  warlike 
stoteSf  fit>m  this  province  to  Cape  Breton,  or  to  any 
other  the  dominions  of  the  French  King,  or  places 
at  present  in  possession  of  any  of  his  subjects,'  to 
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prevent,  as  much  as  lay  in  our  power,  any  deficiencies 
which  might  arise  from  the  conduct  of  the  assembly  of 
the  three  lower  counties,  if  they  should  think  fit  to  in- 
validate the  acts  of  the  other  colonies  for  laymg  a  gen- 
eral embargo. 

^^  At  the  same  time  we  also  sent  up  a  bill,  entitled, 
*  A  supplementary  act  to  a  law  of  this  province,  entitled, 
An  act  for  the  more  effectual  obstructing  the  exporta- 
tion of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  firom  the  province 
of  Pennsylvania ' ;  which  bill,  if  the  governor  had  passed 
it  at  the  time  it  was  sent  to  him  by  the  House,  or  if  he 
should  hereafter  be  pleased  to  give  his  assent  thereto, 
would  prevent  all  doubts,  and  give  full  liberty  to  send 
supplies  '  to  such  of  the  King's  ships  and  forces  as  may 
be  employed  in  any  part  of  America ' ;  and  we  have 
never  endeavoured  to  put  the  trade  of  this  place,  wh«pe 
the  interest  or  dignity  of  the  crown  is  concerned,  on 
any  other  footing  than  it  is  in  the  other  colonies." 

The  two  members,  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  gov- 
ernor with  this  paper,  were  also  charged  with  the  bill 
for  3triking  four  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  on 
the  proprietaries'  account,  and  to  acquaint  him  thereon, 

'^  That  the  House  think  it  highly  necessazy,  that  there 
should  be  some  preamble  to  the  said  bill,  otherwise 
those,  who  are  not  particularly  acquainted  with  our 
affairs,  may  imagme  that  the  proprietaries  have  there- 
by given  four  thousand  pounds  over  and  above  the  five 
thousand  pounds  specified  in  the  act  for  granting  six^ 
thousand  pounds  to  the  Eong's  use ;  the  House  there- 
fore propose,  that,  since  the  governor  is  averse  to  hav- 
ing it  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  that  the  ssud  five 
thousand  pounds  was  given  by  the  proprietaries  in  con- 
sideration of  their  bemg  exempted  from  the  payment 
of  their  taxes  towards  raising  the  aforesaid  sum  of  sixty* 
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thousand  pounds,  aldiough  the  same  is  expressly  de- 
Glared  in  that  act,  without  any  objection  having  been 
made  thereto  by  the  governor,  at  the  time  it  was  passed, 
they  will  leave  out  the  first  clause  of  the  preamble,  and 
instead  thereof  insert  the  following  clause,  viz. 

"  Whereas,  the  honorable  proprietaries  of  this  prov- 
ince have  been  pleased  ^o  make  a  free  gift  of  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purposes  and  in  the 
manner  particularly  set  forth  by  an  act  of  general  as- 
sembly of  this  province,  passed  in  the  twenty-ninth 
year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  entitled,  *  An  act  for  grant- 
ing the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's 
use,"'5Lc* 

The  governor,  after  reading  the  message,  was  pleased 
to  answer, 

^  That  he  believed  the  House  had  misunderstood  his 
message ;  that  he  had  no  intentions  of  disobligmg  them, 
and  that  he  was  sorry  to  see  they  had  taken  any  offence ; 
however,  as  he  was  about  leavmg  the  government,  he 
should  not  return  any  answer  to  it ;  and  that,  as  to  the 
bill  for  striking  four  thousand  pounds,  to  be  replaced 
by  the  proprietaries'  receiver-general,  he  thought  the 
House  gave  a  good  reason  why  there  should  be  some 
preamble  to  the  said  bHl,  and  that  he  would  take  the 
one  proposed  mto  consideration." 

The  result  of  which  consideration  was,  the  sending 
down  another  preamble  in  lieu  of  the  first,  specifying 
the  firee  gift,  but  droppmg  the  consideration  of  exemp- 
tion, without  takmg  any  notice  at  all  of  the  last ;  which 
other  preamble  was  unanimously  rejected  on  the  first 
reading. 

That  they  were  still  willing  to  pass  the  bill  with  their 
own  second  preamble,  they,  nevertheless,  informed  the 
governor;  and,  in  the  same  message,  they  also  desired 
to  be  informed,  *<whether  he  had  come  to  any  resolution 
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concerning  the  excise  bill,  and  the  forty  thousand 
pounds  bill  for  the  King's  use."  And  here  the  affair 
stuck ;  the  governor  remained  mute,  or  at  least  only  an- 
swered the  two  latter  parts  of  the  message,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  the  formen  "The  excise  bill,*'  he 
said,  "he  neither  could  nor  would  pass ;"  and,  as  to  the 
forty  thousand  pounds  bill,  he  seQt  it  down  so  amended, 
by  leaving  out  the  clause  for  taxing  the  proprietary  es- 
tate, as  again  rendered  the  session  abortive ;  the  House 
resolving  to  adhere  to  their  bill  as  sent  up,  without  ad- 
mitting his  said  amendments. 

So  that,  after  all  the  parade  which  had  been  made 
both  there  and  here  o(  this  prodigious  gift,  the  province 
was  either  to  receive  it  in  so  pedling  a  way,  as  ren- 
dered it  in  a  manner  useless ;  or  else,  though  they  took 
it  upon  their  own  credit,  to  release  the  donors  in  effect 
of  all  future  claim,  by  consenting  to  drop  the  terms  on 
which  alone  it  could  be  consistentiy  accepted. 

What  is  farther  remarkable,  during  the  course  of  this 
interchange  of  messages,  one  from  the  governor  con- 
cemmg  Indian  affairs  was  sent  to  the  assembly,  which 
was  altogether  irreconcilable  with  that  which  he  had 
sent  them  sixteen  days  before.  It  will  be  recollected, 
that,  on  the  5th  of  the  current  month,  July,  the  western 
Indians,  in  contradiction  to  the  advices  received  from 
Sir  Charles  Hardy  and  Sir  William  Johnson,  were  to 
fall  on  the  province  in  time  of  harvest ;  and  now  on 
the  21st,  in  conformity  to  those  advices,  such  of  the 
said  western  Indians,  as  had  attended  the  conferences 
between  the  Six  Nations  and  the  said  Sir  William 
Johnson,  had  not  only  laid  down  the  hatchet,  but  also 
engaged  to  follow  the  example  of  the  said  Nations  in 
assisting  us  against  the  French.  Nor  was  this  all ;  a 
number  of  the  Susquehanna  Indians,  and  Teedjruscung, 
a  kmg  of  the  Delawares,  had  discovered  so  good  a 
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disposition  to  return  to  their  affiance  and  former  friendship 
with  us,  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  an  interview  be* 
tween  him  (the  governor)  and  them,  and  a  proper  pro* 
vision  for  the  expenses  thereof,  and  the  fulfilling  such 
engagements  as  the  present  exigencies  might  require. 

Such  were  the  tidings  now  imparted,  with  an  assur* 
ance,  that  he  should  therein  have  a  particular  regard  to 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  province. 

To  the  province  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
than  such  tidings ;  nor  could  any  s^rice  be  named  in 
which  they  would  have  laid  out  their  money  more  wil- 
lingly ;  but  their  public  stock  was  exhausted,  and,  by  the 
several  negatives  put  upon  their  bills,  they  were  disabled 
from  raising  more ;  consequently,  were  as  much  dis- 
tressed now  for  the  means  of  making  friends,  as  before 
for  tl^  means  of  defending  themselves  against  thdr 
enemies. 

What  sum  would  be  sufficient,  was  the  first  question. 
The  governor  being  consulted  on  that  head,  answered, 
*^  That  he  had  made  no  calculation ;  but  it  seemed  to 
him,  that  about  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  might 
serve ;  though  the  expense  would  be  the  greater,  as  he 
shoukl  be  obliged  to  have  a  body  of  soldiers  for  his 
guard."  The  commissioners  of  the  sixty  thousand 
pounds  act  were  next  advised  with;  and  upon  the 
issue  of  all,  they  made  use  of  this  incident  to  lay  a  brief 
state  of  their  case  before  the  governor  in  the  usual  way 
of  message ;  in  which,  having  expressed  their  satisfac- 
tion in  the  news  imparted,  they  proceeded  as  follows, 
viz. 

^  And  in  this  critiisal  juncture,  when  a  happy  issue  of 
a  treaty  with  the  Indians  must  be  of  so  great  advantage 
to  the  proprietary  interest,  as  we  apprehend  the  pres- 
ent treaty  must  be,  we  cannot  suffer  ourselves  to 
doubt  their  willingness  to  contribute  towards  the  heavy 
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expenses  the  province  groans  under  for  Indian  affairs ; 
especially  considering  the  governor  has  just  now  refused 
to  pass  our  bill  for  granting  forty  thousand  pounds  to 
the  King's  use,  because  the  proprietary  estate  was 
therein  taxed,  in  common  with  all  the  other  estates  in 
this  province,  for  their  mutual  defence;  and  has  also 
refused  to  continue  our  excise  act,  some  time  since  ex- 
pired ;  so  that  the  province  is  gready  indebted,  and  our 
only  remaining  fund  reduced  to  the  lowest  extremity. 

^^  Under  these  circumstances,  we  made  applicaticm  to 
the  commissbners,  appointed  by  the  act  for  granting 
sixty  thousand  pounds  to  the  King's  use,  to  know 
whether  any  money  remained  in  their  hands,  which 
might  be  applied  to  the  present  emergency ;  but  we 
find,  that  the  fifty-five  thousand  pounds,  to  be  sunk  by 
the  provincial  tax,  is  expended ;  that  near  four  thousand 
(part  of  the  five  thousand)  pounds,  given  by  the  pro- 
prietaries, m  consideration  of  their  being  exempted  fiY)m 
their  share  of  that  tax,  is  not  paid  into  the  commission- 
ers' hands ;  and,  if  the  whole  sum  was  paid,  the  debts 
aheady  contracted  for  the  defence  of  the  province  are 
nearly  equal  thereto.  Nevertheless,  as  we  apprehend 
the  treaty  proposed  to  be  held  with  the  Susquehanna 
Indians,  and  the  Delaware  king,  Teedyuscung,  may  be 
attended  with  lasting  good  consequences,  we  have  re- 
solved, that  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  be  al- 
lowed by  this  Hquse  for  that  purpose." 

The  members  sent  herewith,  were  also  to  apprize 
him,  that,  if  it  was  pleasing  to  him,  they  should  adjourn 
to  the  16th  of  August;  and  his  answer  was, 

^^That  he  should  not  engage  ^or  the  proprietaries 
contributing  any  thing  towards  the  expenses,  that  may 
attend  the  proposed  conference;  that,  as  the  House 
had  voted  three  hundred  pounds  for  that  purpose,  he 
should  wait  at  Easton  or  Bethlehem  till  the  whole  was 
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expended,  then  take  his  horse  and  ride  away  to  New 
York  to  meet  Lord  Loudoun ;  and  that,  as  to  the  time 
of  adjournment,  he  should  not  say  whether  he  was 
pleased  or  displeased  with  it,  but  leave  it  entirely  with 
the  House  to  do  as  they  pleased." 

A  compliment  from  General  Shirley  to  the  province 
on  his  being  recalled,  acknowledging  the  "repeated  in- 
stances of  their  contributing  towards  the  defence  of  his 
Majesty's  just  rights  and  dominions,  and  to  assure  them 
of  his  hearty  wishes  for  their  welfare,"  without  one 
civil  thing  to  his  brother  governor,  though  the  letter  is 
directed  to  him,  is  the  only  thing  remarkable  of  the  ses- 
sion hitherto  omitted ;  and,  injuriously,  wickedly,  and 
impudently  as  the  province  has  been  aspersed,  no 
voucher  of  that  authentic  nature  can  or  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with. 

On  the  16th,  according  to  their  adjournment,  they 
met  agam ;  and  the  next  day  they  were  honored  with 
the  governor's  message ;  which  told  them,  in  the  first 
place,  what  they  had  long  told  each  other  before/ 
namely,  "  that  their  treasury  was  exhausted ;  that  the 
troops  wanted  their  pay ;  that  a  supply  was  necessary," 
&c.  The  taking  and  bummg  of  an  out-fort  on  the  Ju- 
niata, called  Fort  Granville,  made  a  good  terrifying 
ingredient  in  it;  the  rest  was  the  stuff  that  he  had 
talked  over  and  over,  till  the  ear  was  weary  of  hearing 
it;  except  that  Major  Rutherford,  the  commanding 
officer  in  that  provmce  of  the  new  American  Regiment 
then  raismg,  wanted  barracks  for  one  thousand  men; 
and  that,  his  recruits  being  chiefly  mdentured  servants, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  the  House  to  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  their  masters  for  the  residue  of 
the  time  each  had  to  serve,  m  conformity  to  his  Majes- 
ty's mstructions. 
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The  next  day  the  House  sent  up  their  reply,  which 
was  as  foQows; 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"The  House  have  repeatedly  offered  the  govenuH* 
bSls  for  granting  considerable  sums  to  the  Eong's  use, 
to  which  he  has  refused  his  assent,  bemg  restramed  by 
the  proprietaries,  as  he  says,  from  passmg  any  bills  in 
which  their  estate  is  to  be  taxed  towards  its  defence. 
We  know  of  no  equitable  way  of  raisbg  such  large 
sums  as  are  now  necessary^  but  by  a  general  tax  on  all 
estates,  real  and  personal  We  have  voted  another 
sum  of  forty  thousand  pounds,  to  be  raised  in  that  man- 
ner, and  are  preparing  a  new  bill  to  lay  befc»re  the 
governor  for  that  purpose.  But,  as  we  are,  and  must 
be  still,  of  opinion,  that  the  proprietary  estates  ought  to 
be  taxed  m  common  with  those  of  their  fellow  subjects 
in  all  the  rest  of  the  King's  dominions,  for  their  com- 
mon defence,  we  cannot  omit  a  clause  of  that  kind  in 
Our  bill,  without  injustice  to  the  King's  other  subjects, 
ourselves,  our  constituents,  and  posterity ;  and  we  be- 
lieve, that  an  equal  number  of  men,  of  any  sect,  nation, 
name,  or  party,  among  us,  will  never  be  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  province,  who  would  be  of  a  different  senti- 
ment in  this  particular. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  we  earnestly  request  the  gov^- 
nor  would  use  his  influence  with  the  projHietaries' 
receiver-general,  to  mduce  him  to  pay  the  remaining 
sum  of  near  three  thousand  pounds,  yet  behmd,  of  their 
contribution  of  five  thousand  pounds,  which  by  law 
was  to  have  been  immediately  advanced,  but  is  still 
withheld  fron^  the  commissioners,  to  the  injury  of  the 
poor  soldiers,  whose  pay  is  in  arrear  for  want  of  that 
money,  the  fifty-five  tiiousand  pounds  we  granted  by 
the  said  bill  for  the  Kmg's  use  bemg  expended. 
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"  We  are  sensibly  affected  with  the  distressed  state 
of  our  frontier  inhabitants ;  though  we  apprehend  they 
are  in  a  much  better  situation  than  those  of  the  neigh- 
bouring provmces,  who  are  equally  near  the  enemy; 
and  we  hope  they  may  be  rendered  still  more  secure, 
by  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the  force  now  cm  foot  for  their 
protection  and  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy. 

"  The  other  matters  recommended  to  us  by  the  gov- 
ernor, we  will  take  into  consideration,  and  hope  we  may 
be  able  to  do  therem  whatever  ought  to  be  expected 
of  us," 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Governor  Morris  is  superseded  by  (Governor  Denny.  The  new  Govemar 
complimented  on  hk  ArrifaL  His  first  Speech  a  Continnation  of  the 
old  System.  Parts  of  his  Instructions  communicated.  A  short  Com- 
ment upon  them.  A  Message  to  the  Grovemor.  The  Goreinor's  An- 
swer. A  Bill  prepared  for  striking  the  Sum  of  sixty  thousand  Pounds 
for  the  King's  Use,  to  be  rank  by  an  Excise.  A  Conference  on  the 
•aid  BilL  The  Assembly's  Answer  to  the  Governor's  Objections.  The 
Governor's  Message  signifying  that  he  would  not  give  his  Assent  to  it. 
Resolutions  of  the  Assembly.  A  new  Bill  prepared  and  paased.  A 
brief  Apology  for  the  Conduct  of  the  Assembly  on  this  Oa:asion.  A 
Remonstrance  voted.  Conclusion ;  with  a  Testimonial  of  Commodore 
Spry,  in  Behalf  of  the  Assembly. 

This  was  the  last  parley  between  the  assembly  (^ 
Pennsylvania  and  Mn  Morris,  who  makes  so  notable  a 
figure  in  their  list  of  governors.  Captain  Denny,  his 
successor,  was  at  hand ;  and  therefore  he  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  compose  a  reply,  which  he  might 
reasonably  suppose  nobody  would  think  worth  reading. 

Change  of  devils,  accordmg  to  the  Scots  proverb,  is 
blithsome ! 

''Welcome  ever  smiles, 

And  Farewell  goes  out  sighing," 

says  Shakspeare. 

The  whole  province  seemed  ,to  feel  itself  relieved  by 
the  alteration  of  one  name  for  another,  Hope,  the  uni- 
versal cozener,  persuaded  them  to  believe,  that  the 
good  qualities  of  the  man  would  qualify  the  governor. 
He  was  received  like  a  deliverer.  The  officious  pro- 
prietary mayor  and  corporation,  more  than  once  ah^^y 
mentioned,  made  a  feast  for  his  entertamment ;  and, 
having  invited  the  assembly  to  partake  of  it,  they  also 
were  pleased  to  become  forgetful  enough  to  be  of  the 
party. 
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That  the  said  assembly  should  congratulate  him  on 
bis  arrival  and  accession  (though  the  term  is  a  royal 
one)  was,  pertmps,  no  more  than  a  decent  and  respect- 
ful compliment ;  and  that  ^y  should  augurate,  from  the 
excellence  of  his  character,  that  his  administration  would 
be  excellent,  a  fSedr  and  candid  inference.  But  that 
they  should  find  six  hundred  pounds  at  that  time  in 
then*  treasury  to  present  him  with,  as  an  initiation  fee, 
may  be  matter  of  surprise  to  aB  readers  c^  their  votes 
alike.  Tn^d  they  might  be  c^  oppomtion ;  pleased  to 
find  some  pretence  for  relenting ;  but  how  they  should 
find  money,  where  no  money  was,  would  be  beyond 
conjecture.  The  order,  ther^ore,  on  their  treasurer  for 
that  sum  could  only  be  con:»dered  as  a  present  mark  of 
their  good  will,  and  an  obligation  on  the  House  to  pro- 
vide, in  some  future  money  bill,  for  the  discharge  of 
that  order. 

Compliments  over,  government  began.  And,  in  the 
new  goveruOT^s  very  first  speech,  the  province  was 
given  to  understand,  ^  that  ^e  French  encroachments 
on  the  Ohio,  which  his  Majesty,  m  his  declaration  of 
war,  had  assigned  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  entering 
into  a  just  and  necessary  war,  were  within  the  limits  of 
it,  [which  the  provkice  could  never  yet  be  convinced 
of;  ]  and  that  therefore  it  was  particularly  mcumbent 
on  them  *  to  exert  themselves  in  the  support  of  such 

*  Had  the  French  Fort  really  been  within  the  bounds  of  the  grant  to 
the  proprietor,  that  would  not  have  mode  the  support  of  the  war  more 
particularly  incumbent  on  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  than  on  any 
other  neighbouring  government,  equally  affected  and  incommoded  by  its 
situation.  For  the  country  was  as  yet  uninhabited ;  the  property  of  the 
soil  was  in  tiie  proprietors,  who,  if  it  could  be  recovered  fitun  the  French, 
would  demand  and  receive  exorbitant  prices  for  it  of  the  people.  They 
might  as  justly  be  told,  that  the  expense  of  his  law-suit  with  the  propri- 
etary of  Maryland,  fbr  recovering  his  right  to  lands  on  that  frontier,  was 
particolarly  ineomhent  on  them  to  defray. 
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measures  as  had  been,  or  should  be,  concerted  for  car- 
rying on  the  same  with  vigor ;  the  state  of  the  frontiers 
too,  the  devastations,  cruelties,  and  murders  committed 
there,  and  the  horror  they  excited  ia  him,  made  as  good 
a  topic  m  his  hands,  as  the  back  counties  and  the  back 
inhabitants  had  done  in  his  predecessor's ;  nay,  those 
very  back  inhabitants  are  brought  forward  in  the  next 
paragraph  ;  and,  what  is  more,  left  naked  and  defenceless 
to  a  savage  and  merciless  enemy,  by  an  immediate  dis- 
banding of  the  provincial  troops,  which,  as  before,  was 
represented  as  imavoidable,  unless  fresh  supplies  were 
quickly  raised  for  their  suppcHl'' 

In  short,  if  Mr.  Morris  had  made  the  speech  himsell^ 
he  could  not  have  carried  on  the  thread  of  government 
with  more  consistency ;  for,  as  to  the  dwceur  at  partmg 
contained  m  these  words,  *^  Let  unanimity  and  despatch 
prevail  in  your  councils,  and  be  assured  I  wiU  deny  you 
nothbg  that  I  can  grant,  consistent  with  my  duty  to  his 
Majesty,  and  the  rights  of  the  proprietaries,"  it  amount- 
ed to  no  more  than  this,  Do  as  my  masters  the  ihx>- 
prietanes  would  have  you,  and  I  will  say  nothmg  to 
the  contrary! 

It  is  not  to  be  conceived,  that  men  of  such  long  ex- 
perience in  the  affairs  of  the  province  (so  the  members 
of  assembly  were  characterized  by  their  new  gover- 
nor) could  be  one  moment  at  a  loss  for  the  meaning  of 
his  speech,  or  what  was  to  be  apprehended  in  conse- 
quence of  it 

They  had  voted  a  supply  of  forty  thousand  pounds 
before  Mr.  Morris  was  superseded.  They  did  not  sit, 
as  usual,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day  the  speech  was 
delivered ;  and,  though  in  the  next  day's  deliberation 
they  dropped  the  former  bill,  and  ordered  in  another  with 
a  blank  for  the  sum,  they  adjourned  the  day  following, 
without  domg  any  business  at  all ;  nay,  though  quick- 
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ened  the  next  foBowmg  with  a  messi^e,  accompanied 
with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Loudoun,  as  also 
several  other  letters  and  papers,  (among  the  latter,  one 
containing  a  letter  from  Colonel  Armstrong,  concerning 
some  secret  which  was  to  be  kept  a  secret  stHl,)  they 
demurred  both  that  and  three  days  nuKne,  before  they 
came  to  any  feather  resoluticm ;  imd  then  they  agreed 
upon  an  address,  by  way  of  answer  to  his  speech,  in 
which,  after  a  paragraph  or  two  of  compliment,  they 
dryly  gave  him  to  undo^tand,  1st,  ^that,  from  the  very 
nature  of  their  frontier,  which  was  so  extended  that  it 
m  a  mannar  covered  the  three  low^  counties,  Maryland, 
and  New  Jersey,  and  consisted  cX  dispersed  settle- 
ments, the  horrors  he  talked  of  could  not  be  jn^vented ; 
2dty,  that,  as  it  was  in  a  better  state  o[  defence  than 
that  of  any  of  the  neighbouring  cdonies  equally  near 
the  enemy,  they  could  not  but  hope  the  mhabitants 
would  be  equally  safe ;  and  3dly,  that,  as  great  unar 
nimity  did  prevail  in  then*  councils,  they  should,  as  br 
as  hty  in  their  power,  consistent  with  their  just  rights, 
enable  the  gov^nor  to  afibrd  the  people  the  continu- 
ance of  that  protection  they  so  much  stood  in  need 
ot^&a 

They  also  accompanied  the  said  address  with  die 
Mowing  message ;  which  was  obviously  of  the  nature 
of  a  postscript,  calculated  to  contain  the  business  pur- 
posely omitted  in  the  letter  it  belonged  ta 

"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

"  As  soon  as  we  heard  and  considered  the  governor's 
speech,  and  before  we  received  his  message  with  the 
letter  from  heard  Loudoun,  we  resolved  to  give  a  sum  ci 
money  {or  his  Majesty's  service ;  demonstrating,  by  that 
readiness,  that  we  are  not  insensible  oS  our  duty  to  the 
best  of  kings,  nor  ci  the  necessity  of  enabling  the 
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governor,  at  this  critical  conjunctufe,  to  protect  the  peo- 
jJe  committed  to  his  care. 

'^  As  former  grants  of  this  kind  have  been  long  de- 
layed, or  rendered  ineffectual,  by  means  of  latent  pro- 
prietary mstructions,  not  conmiunicated  to  us  till  we  had 
spent  much  time  m  vam  in  fcnming  our  bills,  we  would 
now  humbly  request  the  gov^iKX*  to  lay  before  us  full 
copies  of  such  of  his  instructions  as  rdate  to  money 
bills  of  any  kind,  with  the  preambles  or  other  parts  that 
contain  the  reasons  of  sudi  instructions ;  that  we  may, 
if  possible,  avoid  all  occasions  of  dday  in  affiurs  so 
impcxtant,  and  that  our  judgments  may  be  infiormed  of 
the  equity  ch*  necessity  of  rules  to  which  a  amformity 
is  required. 

^  From  the  governor's  candor,  and  sincere  desire  to 
iacilitate  and  expedite,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
what  is  necessary  to  the  pubfic  welfare,  as  well  as 
from  the  reasonableness  of  the  thbg  in  itself^  we  have 
no  doubt  that  he  will  fieivor  us  in  granting  this  request^* 

The  assembly  was  civil;  the  governor  was  artiuL 
As  he  would  not  grant  all  that  was  asked,  he  resolved 
to  be  as  fnward  as  possible  in  performing  as  much  as 
he  designed.  Thus,  on  the  very  day  their  request  was 
made,  he  laid  the  instructions  in  question  before  them ; 
bemg  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  twenty-first  articles  of 
die  proprietary  instructions. 

Of  these,  the  first  r^ards  the  interest  money  ariraig 
fit)m  the  provincial  bills  of  credit,  and  the  money  to  be 
raised  by  excise ;  and,  having  by  advance  asserted  a 
joint  intention  in  the  said  proprietaries,  and  the  House 
id  Representatives,  to  have  it  applied  for  the  public 
service,  proceeds  to  ground  upon  that  joint  mtendcm 
a  title  to  an  equal  power  over  it ;  then  forbids  the  gov- 
ernor to  give  his  assent  to  any  bill  or  act  d*  assem- 
bly for  emitting,  reemitting,  or  continumg  any  p^per 
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currency,  unless  the  whole  oi  the  interest  money  arismg 
ther^t)m  should  be  disposed  of  only  to  the  very  pur- 
poses to  be  specified  in  such  act,  or,  where  that  could 
not  be  conveniendy  done,  by  the  jomt  concurrence  of 
governor  and  assembly  for  the  time  bemg.  And  the 
same  prohibition  is  also  extended  to  all  excise  laws,  ex- 
cept the  disposition  of  the  money  to  be  raised  by  them 
is  also  appropriated  in  the  same  manner. 

The  second,  having  admitted  that  a  reasonable  and 
moderate  quantity  of  paper  money  tended  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  the  province,  as  well  as  to  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  the  dangers  of  depreciation  arose 
only  fiY)m  an  over-great  quantity,  authorizes  and  em- 
powers the  governor  discretionsdly,  on  proper  inquiry 
made,  and  proper  assurance  obtained  of  the  real  utility 
of  such  a  measure,  to  make  an  addition  to  the  present 
<5urrency  of  forty  thousand  pounds  more;  provided 
strict  regard  was  had  to  all  the  limitations  specified  in 
the  instruction  foregoing ;  and  also,  t^at  effectual  care 
was  taken,  that  all  rents  and  quit-rents,  due  to  the  said 
proprietaries,  should  be  always  paid  according  to  the 
rate  of  exchange  at  the  times  of  payment  between  the 
cities  of  Philadelphia  and  London,  by  some  sufiicient 
provision  in  the  very  act  itself  or  some  separate  act,  as 
was  done  in  the  12th  of  the  present  King,  when  the 
farther  sum  of  eleven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten 
poimds  five  shillings  was  issued. 

And  the  third  related  to  the  proprietary  estate ;  con- 
cerning which  it  asserted  and  mamtamed,  1st,  That 
the  said  estate  never  had  been  taxed.  2dly,  That, 
over  and  above  such  exemption,  several  acts  were 
passed,  giving  to  the  said  proprietary  a  support  by  du- 
ties and  other  impositions.  3dly,  That,  since  the  expi- 
ration of  those  laws,  no  aid  had  been  given  to  the  pro-, 
prietaries,  as  such;  notwithstanding  which,  they  had, 
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on  several  occasions,  shown  their  regard  to  the  puUic 
a^rice,  by  voluntarily  and  cheaiully  expending  several 
considerable  sums  of  their  own  money  fen*  the  advance* 
ment  thereof  although  no  provincial  tax  had  be^i  laid 
upon  the  people  within  their  time,  till  the  last  year;  so 
that,  not  having  any  reason  to  suspect  the  ass^mibly 
would  deviate  so  much  fit)m  the  ancient  usage,  as  to 
pretend,  by  any  act  of  theirs,  to  charge  their  estate 
with  the  burden  of  any  taxes,  they  had  therefore  given 
the  preceding   gov^nor  no  particular  instructions  on 
that  head.    4thly,  That  the  assembly,  taking  occasion 
o[  the  troubles  of  America,  had  represented  them  in 
a  very  imtrue  light,  as  imwilUng  to  assist  the  public  by 
contributing  to  the  defence  of  the  country,  though  no 
api^cation  had  been  made  to  either  oi  them  for  that 
(Hupose.    5thly,  That  the  bill  they  had  prepared  and 
sept  up  for  raising  fifly  thousand  pounds  for  the  King's 
use,  by  a  tax  of  twelve  pence  par  pound,  and  twenty 
shillings  per  head,  was  a  bill  of  a  most  unjust  and  ex- 
traordinary nature ;  inasmuch  as  the  estates  of  the  px>- 
prietaries  were  not  excepted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
assesscOT  were  to  acquamt  themselves  with,  and  pro- 
cure, the  amount  of  their  estate  in  quit-r^ts,  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  estates  were  assessed  and 
taxed  in  the  respective  coundes,  by  virtue  of  the  said 
bill ;  as  the  said  twdve  pence  were  laid  on  the  whde 
value  or  fee-simple  of  every  estate,  which,  suppoang 
the  same  computed  at  twenty  *five  years'  purchase  only, 
was  a  quarter  part  more  than  the  whole  gross  rent, 
vnthout  allowing  for  any  charges  or  repairs ;  as  it  vras 
contrary  to  the  royal  charter,  which  required  land-tax 
hffls,  as  weU  as  other  bills,  to  be  consonant  to  reason, 
the  laws,  statutes,  and  rights  of  the  kmgdom,  &a,  not 
repugnant  to  them ;  as  so  heavy  a  tax  was  not  neces- 
sary to  be  kid  for  the  raising  such  a  sum,  which  mi§^ 
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have  been  raised  many  other  ways ;  as  calculated  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  it  in  the  power  of  persons 
whoDy  chosen  by  the  people  to  tax  their  estates  up  to 
then*  full  value,  and  to  ease  other  persons,  by  taxing 
&em  so  lightly,  as  only  to  make  up  what  might  after- 
wards be  wanting  to  complete  the  said  sum;  as  the 
taxing  of  unimproved  lands,  yielding  no  rent  or  profit  to 
the  owner,  was  highly  unreasonable,  and  contrary  both 
to  the  practice  of  Ghreat  Britain,  and  the  laws  and  stat- 
utes thereof;  as,  according  to  the  best  inquiries  they 
could'  make,  neither  the  quit-rents  reserved  to  the 
crown,  or  the  proprietaries  of  any  other  colonies,  had 
ever  been  taxed  towards  the  raismg  any  supplies 
granted  in  those  colonies,  quit-rents  in  general  being 
indeed  so  small,  that  little  or  no  land-tax  would  be 
payable  out  of  them,  even  in  Great  Britain,  where 
land-taxes  are  annual ;  and  as  the  grantees  and  own- 
ers of  such  farms  and  plantations,  out  of  which  such 
very  small  acknowledgments  were  reserved  to  thern^ 
did,  m  case  of  a  land-tax,  pay  for  the  value  of  such 
then*  said  farms,  6thly,  That,  though  then*  deputy- 
governor  did  refuse  his  assent  to  the  bill,  on  the  as- 
sembly's refusing  to  exempt  their  estates,  they  were  so 
far  from  desiring  not  to  contribute  to  the  defence  and 
support  of  his  Majesty's  rights  and  dominions,  that,  im- 
mediately on  the  first  notice  sent  them  of  Braddock's 
defeat,  they  sent  over  an  order  to  their  receiver-general, 
to  pay  out  of  the  arrears  of  their  quit-rents  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  pounds,  as  a  free  gift  towards  the  de- 
fence of  the  province,  desiring  aU  disputes  might  cease, 
and  that  the  governor  and  assembly  would  join  to- 
gether in  measures  to  oppose  the  common,  enemy. 
7thly,  That  the  said  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds,  so 
by  them  given,  was,  according  to  their  belief,  twenty 
times  more  than  the  tax  upon  all  their  estates  there,  i£ 
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truly  and  proportionably  rated,  accordmg  to  the  vahie 
of  all  other  estates,  would  hare  amounted  to,  for  raising 
a  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds.  8thly,  That  anothtt 
bill  of  the  same  unjust  nature,  for  raising  fifty-five  thou- 
sand pounds,  by  a  tax  of  sixpence  in  the  pound  on 
the  clear  value  of  all  estates,  (theirs  excepted  in  con- 
sideration of  the  said  firee  gift,)  their  then  lieutenant- 
governor,  not  bemg  provided  with  particular  instructions 
with  rej^>ect  to  such  bill,  and  because  the  money  was 
then  requisite  fcx*  the  deface  of  the  province,  gave  his 
assent  to.  9thty,  That  they,  tendering  as  they  ought 
to  do,  the  then  exigency  of  aflfacirs,  and  the  necessity 
of  a  supply,  did  not  make  any  applicatiixi  to  his  Maj- 
esty for  his  royal  disallowance  of  the  said  act,  as  at  any 
other  time  they  should  have  done.  lOthly,  That  th^ 
assessors  appointed  by  the  assembly  in  both  the  said 
bills  were  few  in  number,  chosen  by  the  peq>le  only, 
and  not  one  by  them ;  and,  though  inc^;)able  of  know- 
ing the  true  value  of  the  several  estates,  so  to  be  rated 
and  taxed,  were  made  final  and  absolute  judges  with- 
out appeal  llthly.  That,  by  laying  so  great  a  tax  to 
raise  so  small  a  sum,  the  said  assessors  had  it  in  their 
power  to  commit  great  irregularities,  in  taxing  some 
estates  to  their  utmost  value,  and  easing  others,  which 
would  be  unequal  and  unjust,  and  was  so  much  the 
more  to  be  feared,  because  they,  the  proprietaries^  had 
been  iniSmned,  that,  in  assessing  the  ordinary  county 
levies  on  the  like  plan,  many  perscms,  instead  of  being 
rated  at  their  fiill  worth,  had  not  been  rated  at  a  fiftieth 
part  of  it  « 

AU  these  several  articles  (here  stated  in  their  full 
force)  are  introduced  with  a  ^^  Whereas  "  at  the  head 
of  each,  and  all  implicated  in  one  eui)arrassed,  im- 
measurable period ;  to  which  is  tacked  the  instructkm 
itself^  with  the  foibwing  preamble. 
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^Axkdy  whereas  the  said  assembly  appear  to  us  to 
have  been  incfined,  not  only  to  load  and  burden  our 
estates  with  taxes  by  their  authority,  directly  ccmtrary 
to  former  usage,  but  even  to  charge  the  same  dispro*- 
poTtionably,  and  k  an  unequal  manner,  m  order  to 
ease  the  estates  of  others,  which  is  a  measure  we  are  by 
no  means  willing  to  consent  to ;  and,  as  the  pres^it  in^- 
yasion  of  his  Majesty's  American  dommions  may  make 
it  necessary  to  raise  further  supplies  for  his  service  in 
our  said  province,  the  assembly  may  hereafter  propose 
and  offer  bills  or  acts  of  assembly,  to  lay  additional 
taxes  on  real  estates  there ;  you  are,  therefore,  h^^by 
required  and  directed  not  to  give  your  assent  to  any 
bill  or  act  of  assembly  of  that  sort,  unless  the  act  be 
made  to  continue  for  one  smgle  year  only,  and  no  Icmg- 
er,''  &c. 

Here  follows  a  variety  of  prescriptions  and  prohibi- 
tions ;  some  plausible,  some  artilficial,  and  aQ  serving  as 
a  shoemg-hom  to  the  great  one  of  all,  the  exemption 
of  the  proprietary  quit-rents,  which  was  to  be  rendered 
as  express  as  possible. 

That,  however,  they  may  not  appear  altogether  in- 
tractable, one  concession  is  made  towards  the  conclu- 
sion, which  is  worth  more  perhaps  than  they  supposed^ 
as  it  contains  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  that,  in  equity, 
they  ought  to  be  taxed  like  the  rest  of  their  fellow- 
subjects,  and  yet  less  than  them,  they  would  have  it 
xmderstood ;  such  estates  of  theirs,  as  come  within  that 
description,  not  being  like  to  produce  such  a  sum  as 
deserved  to  be  made  a  provincial  object ;  and  the  in- 
troductoiy  part  of  the  paragraph,  as  may  be  collected 
from  the  famous  contest  between  them  and  the  assem- 
Wy  concerning  Indian  expenses,  justly  drawing  the 
whole  into  suspicion. 

This  is  the  paragraph.    VaUat  quantum  valere  potest 
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^  And  whereas  we  are,  and  always  have  been,  most 
ready  and  willing  to  bear  a  just  proportion  along  with 
our  tenants  in  any  necessary  tax  for  the  defence  of  the 
said  province,  which  shall  be  equally  laid  upon  the 
lands  of  the  inhabitants,  and  also  upon  any  of  our  man- 
ors  or  lands  which  are  actually  let  out  on  leases,  either 
for  lives  or  years,  as  being  estates  in  some  degree  like 
to  those  of  which  the  inhabitants  are  possessed ;  there- 
fore  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  your  consent  to  any 
reasonable  bill  or  act  for  that  purpose,  provided  the 
tax  to  be  paid  for  such  our  last-menti<med  estates  shall 
be  payable  by  the  tenants  and  occupiers,  who  shaU 
deduct  the  same  out  of  the  rents  payable  by  them 
to  us/' 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  through  the  whde,  the  lan- 
guage is  such  as  could  indeed  become  none  but  an 
absolute  proprietary ;  all  dictatorial ;  all  in  chie^  as  brd 
paramount ;  as  if  there  was  no  king  m  Israel,  nor  any 
interest  worthy  consideration,  but  the  proprietary  inter- 
est;  as  if  there  was  no  occasion  for  royal  instructions, 
or  as  if  it  was  impossible  any  such  should  interfere 
with  theirs ;  and  as  if  the  provmcial  legislature  was 
a  nose  of  wax  to  be  twisted  into  what  shs^  they 


Such  were  these  mstructions ;  and,  as  to  their  effect  m 
the  House,  it  was  such  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected. 
They  saw  a  controversy  without  end  before  them,  pro- 
ductive, in  its  way,  of  all  manner  of  calamities,  public 
and  private,  and  to  be  prevented  or  shortened  only  by 
a  submission  equally  ruinous. 

They  saw  this;  and  it  threw  them  mto  agonies, 
though  not  mto  despair. 

The  first  expedient  they  made  use  of  was  the  fd- 
lowmg  message  to  the  governor. 
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"May  it  please  the  Governor, 

**  The  House  have  taken  into  their  most  serious  con- 
sideration the  proprietary  instructions  relating  to  the 
passing  of  money  bills,  which  the  governor  has  been 
pleased  to  lay  before  us;  and  as  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced the  present  unhappy  circumstances  of  this  prov- 
ince require  very  large  and  immediate  supplies,  we 
have  likewise  considered  the  funds  whereby  such  sums 
as  we  judge  absolutely  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  province  may  be  sunk ;  but  every  thing  we  have 
hitherto  been  able  to  propose  must  be  rendered  in  a 
great  degree  fruifless  by  those  instructions,  if  adhered  to. 

"We  therefore  request  the  governor  would  be 
pleased  to  inform  us,  whether  he  does  not  apprehend 
himself  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  the  sud  proprietaiy 
instructions,  to  pass  such  equitable  bills  as  we  may 
offer  him,  if  consistent  with  his  own  judgment,  and 
agreeable  to  such  laws  as  have  been  enacted  by  his 
predecessors,  and  received  the  royal  assent** 

To  this  the  governor  answered ; 

"Gentlemen, 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  House  have  taken  th^ 
money  bills  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  the  pro- 
prietary instructions  on  that  subject 

"It  would  be  with  great  reluctance,  especially  at  this 
time,  if  I  should  differ  in  sentiments  with  the  House  of 
Representatives.  You  will  be  pleased  to  observe  how 
I  am  circumstanced,  and  that  I  cannot  recede  from  my 
instructions  without  risking  both  my  honor  and  fortune, 
which,  I  am  persuaded,  you,  Gentlemen,  are  too  equi- 
table to  desire.** 

A  bill  for  strikmg  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds^ 

VOL.  III.  R  R 
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m  bills  of  credit,  and  giving  the  same  to  the  Emg's 
use»  and  for  providing  a  fund  to  sink  the  same,  by  lay- 
ing an  excise  on  wine,  rum,  brandy,  and  other  spirits, 
was  the  result ;  ten  thousand  pounds  of  which  were  ap- 
propriated as  the  quota  of  the  province  to  the  general 
fund  for  the  common  service  and  defence  of  the  colo- 
nies, and  rendered  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Earl  of 
Loudoun ;  ten  thousand  pounds  to  discharge  the  debt 
contracted  by  the  province  (or  the  provisions,  furnished 
for  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  which  debt  had 
been  unavoidably  incurred,  and  could  no  otherwise  be 
discharged ;  no  part  of  the  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  colonies, 
havmg  been  allotted  to  Pennsylvania;  and  the  residue, 
after  paymg  such  debts  as  had  been  contracted  since 
the  expenditure  of  the  fifty-five  thousand  pounds,  was 
destined  for  the  current  service,  as  the  managers  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  act,  with  the  consent  and  approba- 
tion of  the  governor,  and  not  otherwise,  should  direct 

When  the  said  bill  was  presented  to  the  governor, 
he  made  use  of  the  answer  of  course,  that  he  would 
give  it  all  the  despatch  m  his  power ;  but  afterwards  he 
gave  them  notice  by  message,  that  difSculties  had 
arisen,  and  that  he  desired  a  conference  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  in  order  to  a  discussion  of  them. 

A  committee  was  ordered  accordingly;  at  which 
(September  13th)  the  governor  was  pleased  to  express 
himself  to  the  followmg  purport,  viz. 

^^That,  although  at  the  request  of  the  House  he  had 
laid  the  proprietary  instructions  before  them  with  the 
utmost  candor,  yet  he  was  surprised  to  find  there  was 
a  clause  m  the  bill  now  before  him,  whereby  the  sur- 
plus money  (if  any)  was  to  be  in  the  disposition  of 
the  assembly,  contrary  to  the  said  proprietary  instruc- 
tions ;  that  the  term  for  sinking  the  sum  granted  to  the 
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Kmg's  use  was  too  long,  and  would  depreciate  the 
value  of  the  currency ;  that  so  long  a  tune  was  contrary 
to  the  sense  of  the  ministry,  and  the  spirit  of  (he  act 
of  Pariiament,  which  restrams  the  eastern  colonies  from 
strikmg  hois  of  credit  (or  any  longer  term,  even  upon 
the  most  pressing  emergencies,  than  five  years  only ; 
that,  in  the  repcxt  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  act 
passed  by  this  assembly  for  granting  sixty  thousand 
pounds  to  the  King's  use,  the  chief  reason  their  lord- 
ships urged,  for  not  advising  his  Majesty  to  disallow 
that  act,  was  the  shortness  of  the  time  for  sinking  the 
same ;  and  that  there  were  many  ways  to  sink  the  sum 
granted  to  the  Kmg's  use,  by  the  jH'esent  bill,  with- 
out extending  the  excise  for  so  long  a  time." 

At  thQ  request  of  the  committee,  he  also  gave  them 
the  heads  of  his  objections  in  writing,  namely ; 

**  1.  To  the  length  of  the  term  of  twenty  years  for 
smking  the  said  sum,  as  it  might  endanger  the  entire 
loss  of  the  currency,  and  as  the  Lords  of  Trade  had  as- 
signed the  shortness  of  the  time  prescribed  in  the  six- 
ty thousand  pounds  act,  as  their  reason  for  advismg  his 
Majesty  to  give  his  assent  to  it  2.  To  the  disposition 
of  the  surjdus  money  by  the  assembly  alone.  3.  To 
the  subjecting  the  ten  thousand  pounds,  given  as  a  con- 
tribution to  the  general  fund,  to  the  order  of  Lord  Lou- 
doun only,  and  not  of  the  Command^-in-chief  for  the 
time  being.  4.  To  the  application  of  any  part  of  the 
money  to  the  discharge  of  the  ten  thousand  pounds 
given  for  the  use  of  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  as  the 
said  sum  was  issued  upon  a  fund  already  established." 

His  other  objections,  bemg  of  a  less  general  nature, 
need  not  to  be  specified.  And  m  the  close  of  all,  that 
he  might  be  thoroughly  understood,  he  farther  chose 
to  express  himself  as  follows,  to  wit;  ^'That  he  had 
had  several  applications  made  to  him  from  the  fix)ntier, 
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requesting  the  aid  of  the  legislature  in  their  present 
distressed  circumstances;  that  the  eyes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  were  upon  them ;  and,  above  all^  that 
the  nation  of  England  were  in  expectaticm  of  their 
granting  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  Kmg's  senriee ; 
that  he  was  sorry  to  find  the  first  bill  offered  to  him 
should  be  such  as  he  could  not  pass;  and  that  he 
hoped  they  would  so  conduct  themselves,  as  that  he 
might  make  a  £aivorable  representation  of  their  con- 
duct to  his  Majesty." 

The  House,  on  the  other  hand,  having  taken  these 
objections  mto  consideratbn,  appomted  a  committee  to 
collect  the  sense  of  the  House  in  answer  to  them, 
which  upon  the  report  was  approved,  and  sent  up  to 
the  govenKH*  by  the  committee  of  conference. « 

And  this  answer,  so  far  as  regards  the  objecticms 
above  stated,  can  be  given  m  no  terms  so  s^posite  as 
their  own,  viz. 

**  1.  The  House  chose,  at  this  time,  an  excise  bSI 
rather  than  a  land-tax  bill,  to  avoid  any  dispute  about 
taxing  the  proprietary  estate,  and  because,  as  it  was  a 
mode  of  raising  money  they  were  used  to  and  under- 
stood, the  bill  might  mor%  speedily  be  f<mned  and 
brought  to  effect,  so  as  to  answ^  the  present  presang 
emergency ;  and  being  m  the  same  form  with  a  num- 
ber of  preceding  excise  bills,  that  had  been  passed  by 
former  govemcH^  gone  through  the  offices  at  home,  and 
received  the  royal  assent,  they  well  hoped  it  might 
meet  with  no  objections. 

<*The  last  time  it  passed,  the  term  was  ten  years. 
No  mconvenience  arose  froni  the  length  of  that  term. 
Could  we  have  sunk  the  sum  we  wanted  by  the  ex- 
cise in  that  term,  we  should  not  desire  to  extend  it 
But  we  expect  it  will  not  yield  more  in  twenty  years 
than  the  sixty  thousand  pounds  granted.    The  act  of 
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Parliament  made  for  the  eastern  colonies,  is  not  in 
force  here.  Had  the  Parliament  thought  it  fit,  that  this 
province  should  be  governed  by  that  act,  they  would 
not  have  excluded  Pennsylvania  out  of  the  bill,  as  they 
actually  did.  Governor  Hamilton  had  formeiiy  offered 
to  extend  the  excise  to  any  term,  during  which  we 
would  load  it  with  three  thousand  pounds  per  annum, 
granted  to  the  crown.  From  whence  we  concluded 
the  term  of  twenty  years  would  not  be  objected  to, 
sixty  thousand  pounds  being  granted. 

**  Other  taxes  or  excises  on  other  consumptions  might 
possibly  be  laid,  but  we  have  no  experience  of  them ; 
they  will  require  a  time  of  more  leisure  to  be  well  con- 
sidered, and  laws  for  collecting  them  property  formed,  so 
as  to  be  effectual,  and  not  injurious  to  our  trade.  If 
this  war  contmues,  we  may  soon  want  them  aU ;  and 
the  succeeding  assembly  may  take  those  matters  in 
hand  immediately  after  their  meetmg,  so  as  to  have 
such  new  excises  ready  before  the  money  now  grant- 
ed is  expended ;  though  we  still  think  a  well-propor- 
tioned tax  on  property  the  most  equal  and  just  way  of 
raising  money. 

"  If  every  man,  who  received  our  bills  of  credit  in 
payment,  was  obliged  to  keep  them  in  his  hands  till 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  to  be  sme  the  length  of  the 
term  would  occasion  a  proportionable  depreciation.  But, 
they  being  a  legal  tender  m  all  payments,  and  the 
possessor  able  to  exchange  them  immediately  for  their 
value,  it  is  not  length  of  term,  but  excess  of  quantity, 
that  must  occasion  their  depreciation ;  and  that  quan- 
tity is  by  this  bill  yearly  to  dfanfaiish.  Besides,  the 
eighty  thousand  pounds  we  have  out  on  loan  is  now 
to  sink  m  the  next  six  years,  which  will  gready  lessen 
our  currency,  and  consequently  lessen  the  danger  of 
the  depreciation. 

VOL.   IIL  66  RR* 
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"If  the  quantity  should  prove  too  great,  which  we 
believe  it  will  not,  a  subsequent  act,  laying  excise  or 
duty  on  other  commodities,  increasing  the  duty  per  gal- 
lon, raismg  it  also  from  private  consumption,  or  obtain- 
ing money  by  any  other  means  for  the  public  service, 
may  be  made,  and  the  money  applied  to  the  more 
speedy  sinkmg  this  sixty  thousand  pounds. 

"2.  There  will  probably  be  little  or  no  surplus  left 
to  the  disposition  of  the  assembly.  People  now  leave 
the  province  fast^  than  they  come  into  it  The  im- 
portation of  Germans  is  pretty  much  ovot.  Many  go 
from  us  to  settle  where  land  is  cheaper.  The  danger 
attendmg  frontier  setdements  will  probably  be  long  re- 
membered, even  after  a  peace  may  be  restCHred.  And, 
if  our  inhabitants  diminish,  the  excise  will  be  lessened 
mstead  of  being  increased.  At  its  best,  it  produces, 
aimmunibus  anniSy  not  more  than  three  thousand  pounds 
per  annum. 

"  In  former  excise  laws  the  assembly  have  had  the 
disposition  of  the  whole.  They  preserved  the  public 
credit;  paid  all  public  debts  punctually  ev^  year; 
and  have  not  abused  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

**The  mstruction  is  not  a  royal  but  profxietary  m- 
struction,  calculated  to  establish  arbitrary  government 
among  us,  to  distress  the  assembly  and  people,  and 
put  it  out  of  their  power  to  support  their  complaints  at 
home.  It  would,  moreover,  deprive  us  of  a  just  right 
and  privilege,  enjoyed  from  the  first  settlement  <^  the 
country. 

"  3.  Lord  Loudoun  is  a  nobleman  distinguished  by  the 
great  trust  the  crown  hath  placed  m  him.  We  have 
likewise  received  a  high  character  of  his  integrity  and 
uprightness,  which  induces  us  to  confide  in  him.  The 
chance  of  war  (which  Heaven  prevent)  may,  after  sev- 
eral removes,  give  him  a  successor  unknown  to  us.    If 
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it  should  be  found  necessarj  and  conveniait  before  the 
money  is  expended,  the  governor  and  assembly  can,  at 
any  time,  by  a  litde  act,  subject  the  remainder  to  the 
order  of  his  successor,  the  Commander-in-chief  for  the 
time  bemg. 

^4  It  is  true,  there  was  a  fund  appropriated  to  sink 
the  notes  issued  for  the  grant  to  the  Grown  Point  ex- 
pedition. That  fund  in  a  great  measure  faib  by  the  loss 
of  one  whde  county  to  the  enemy,  and  the  abandoning 
considerable  parts  of  other  counties,  where  lands  mort- 
gaged to  the  loan-office  are  situated.  The  whole  sum 
was  apiHt>priated  to  the  King's  service.  And  if  those 
notes  had  not  been  issued,  that  as»stance  could  not 
have  been  given,  as  our  afiairs  were  then  circumstanced. 
They  cannot  be  redeemed  m  due  time  by  that  fund, 
without  addmg  to  the  distresses  of  the  people,  already 
too  great;  and  the  public  credit  ought  to  be  kept  up^ 
as  it  may  be  wanted  on  some  future  emergency.  Be- 
sides, those  notes  bear  interest,  and  at  this  time  the 
province  is  less  able  than  ever  to  pay  bterest  We 
should  now  save  money  by  all  means  in  our  power.'' 

*^  10.  The  fund  appropriated  for  sinking  the  five  thou- 
sand pounds,  given  for  the  Canada  expedition,  was 
broke  in  upon  by  the  late  extraordinary  demands  for 
public  money.  Five  thousand  pounds  were  given  in 
provisions  to  General  Braddock,  and  near  four  thou- 
sand  pounds  more  to  cut  a  road  for  the  King's  service 
at  the  mstance  of  that  general;  besides  large  sums 
for  the  maintenance  of  Indians,  extraordinary  and  ex- 
pensive treaties,  Slc,  not  expected  or  foreseen  when 
the  fund  was  laid.  It  may  theref!»«  fall  short,  and  the 
outstanding  debts  not  pay  the  whole;  but,  however, 
the  public  credit  ought  to  be  supported ;  and  the  new 
laid  excise  is  the  most  proper  fund  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  dd. 
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*^The  House  cannot  be  supposed  insensible  of  the 
distresses  of  their  fellow-subjects  on  the  frontiers. 
Several  of  the  members  reside  there.  They  hoped 
they  had  in  this  bill  provided  for  those  people  the 
means  of  speedy  assistance,  and  avoided  all  objections. 
They  see  none  now  of  importance  enough,  in  their 
opinion,  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill  They  grant 
the  money  freely  to  the  King's  use,  and  cannot  admit 
of  amendments  to  a  money  bill ;  they  therefore  per- 
suade themselves,  that  the  governor  will  consider  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  province,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  dispiriting  the  inhabitants  by  depriving 
them  at  this  time  of  their  privileges,  widiout  which 
they  would  think  the  country  scarce  worth  defending ; 
and  that  he  will  not  suffer  a  proprietary  instruction, 
new,  unjust,  and  unseasonable,  to  deprive  his  Majesty 
of  a  grant  so  large,  so  freely  given,  and  so  necessaiy 
for  his  service,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  proprie- 
tary estate,  as  well  as  the  securing  the  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  the  inhabitants,  who  promised  themselves 
great  happmess  m  being  placed  immediately  under  his 
care  and  protection." 

The  kmgs  of  Great  Britam  have  a  negative  on  laws 
as  well  as  the  deputy-governors  of  Pennsylvania;  but 
then  they  use  it  as  rarely  as  possible ;  and,  when  they 
do,  they  rather  demur  than  refuse.  But  the  deputy- 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  having  no  such  manage- 
ments to  observe,  thought  the  peremptory  style  the 
best;  and  so  sent  down  the  secretary  with  a  verbal 
message,  which  is  entered  m  the  minutes  of  the  prov- 
mce  in  these  words; 

**Sir, 

^  The  governor  returns  the  bill  entitied,  *  An  act  for 
striking  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  m  biUs  of 
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credit,  and  giving  the  same  to  the  Emg's  use,  and 
(or  providing  a  fund  to  sink  the  bills  so  to  be  emitted, 
by  laying  an  excise  upon  wine,  rum,  brandy,  and  other 
spirits.'  And  his  Honor  commands  me  to  acquamt  the 
House,  that  he  will  not  give  his  assent  to  it;  and,  there 
being  no  person  to  judge  between  the  governor  and 
the  House  in  these  parts,  he  will  immediatdy  transmit 
to  his  Majesty  his  reasons  for  so  doing." 

The  remamder  of  that  day  (the  Lfith),  as  it  may  be 
surmised,  was  wasted  in  a  vam  discussion  of  the  diffi- 
culties they  were  involved  in ;  for  the  House  broke  up 
without  coming  to  any  resolution.  The  next  was  a 
blank  likewise;  no  business  was  done;  but,  on  the 
third,  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  gover- 
nor's objections  to  their  bill,  the  conomittee's  report 
thereupon,  the  governor's  verbal  message  revising  his 
assent  to  the  said  bill,  and  the  proprietaries'  instruc- 
tions, i»rescribing  to  the  representatives  of  the  freemen 
of  the  provmce  the  modes  of  their  raising  money  for 
the  Song's  service,  they  came  to  the  foUowmg  re^solu- 
tions,  to  wit; 

^  That  the  said  proprietary  instrucdons  are  arbitrary 
and  unjust,  an  infraction  cS  our  charter,  a  total  subver- 
sbn  of  our  constitution,  and  a  manifest  violation  of  our 
rights,  as  freebom  subjects  of  Engkmd 

^  That  the  bSl  for  granting  sixty  thousand  pounds  to 
the  King's  use,  to  which  the  governor  has  been  pleased 
to  refuse  his  assent,  contains  nothing  ^inconsistent  with 
our  duty  to  the  crown,  or  the  propietary  rights,'  and 
is  agreeable  to  laws,  which  have  been  hitherto  enacted 
within  this  provmce,  and  received  the  royal  appro- 
bation. 

^That  the  right  of  granting  su{^lies  to  the  crown 
b  in  the  assembly  alone,  as  an  essential  part  of  our 
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constitution,  and  the  limitation  of  all  such  grants,  as  to 
the  matter,  manner,  measure,  and  time,  is  only  m  them. 

^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the  many 
frivolous  objections,  which  our  governors  have  been 
advised  from  time  to  time  to  make  to  our  money 
bills,  were  calculated  with  a  view  to  embarrass  and 
perplex  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  prevent 
their  doing  any  thing  effectual  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  and  thereby  render  them  odious  to  their  gra- 
cious sovereign,  and  to  their  fellow-subjects,  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 

<<That  the  proprietaries'  increasing  their  restrictions 
upon  the  governor,  beyond  what  they  had  ever  done 
before,  at  a  time  when  the  province  is  invaded  by  the 
King's  enemies,  and  barbarous  tribes  of  Indians  are 
ravaging  the  frontier  setdements;  and  their  forbidding 
the  passing  of  any  bills,  whereby  money  may  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  inhabitants,  unless  those  in- 
structions are  strictiy  complied  with,  is  tjrrannical,  crud, 
and  oppressive,  with  regard  to  the  people,  and  ex- 
tremely injurious  to  the  Kmg's  service;  since,  if  the 
assembly  should  adhere  to  their  rights,  as  they  justiy 
might,  tiie  whole  province  would  be  thrown  into  con- 
fusion, abandoned  to  the  enemy,  and  lost  to  the  crown. 

"  The  House,  therefore,  reservmg  their  rights  in  their 
Ml  extent  on  all  future  occasions,  and  protesting  agamst 
the  proprietary  instructions  and  prohibitions,  do,  never- 
theless, in  duty  to  the  Emg  and  compassion  for  the  suf- 
fering inhabitants  of  their  distressed  country,  and  in 
humble  but  fuU  confidence  of  the  justice  of  his  Maj- 
esty and  a  Britbh  Parliament,  wave  their  rights  on  tUs 
present  occasion  only;  and  do  further  resolve,  that  a 
new  bill  be  brought  in  for  granting  a  sum  of  money  to 
the  King's  use,  and  that  the  same  be  made  conform- 
able to  the  said  instructions." 
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By  this  new  bill,  both  the  sum  and  the  time  were  re- 
duced one  half;  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  to  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  the  time  for  raising  it,  by  excise,  to 
ten  years.  The  bill  was  immediately  prepared  and 
read,  and  the  next  day  was  sent  up  to  the  governor, 
who,  on  the  20th,  condescended  to  signify,  that  he  was 
ready  to  pass  the  same  into  a  law,  provided  a  clause 
therein,  relating  to  the  fines  and  forfeitures  being  paid 
into  the  treasury,  was  first  struck  out ;  which,  on  ac- 
count of  the  present  exigency  of  affairs,  having  been 
also  agreed  to  by  the  House,  the  said  bill  was,  on  the 
21st  of  September,  passed  accordingly  mto  a  law. 

Under  these  circumstances,  in  this  manner,  and  for 
these  considerations,  had  Governor  Denny  the  honor  to 
extort  this  proprietary  sacrifice  fi*om  diese  honest,  con- 
siderate, able,  spirited  men,  who  had  stood  m  the  gap 
for  so  many  years,  and  who  had  never  been  driven  out 
of  it,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  them  to  have  saved 
their  country  and  its  constitution  too. 

To  the  cruelty  of  the  conjuncture  alone  they  gave 
way ;  not  to  any  superiority  of  reason  in  their  adversa- 
ries, nor  through  any  Mure  of  mtegrity  or  fortitude  in 
themselves. 

Of  this,  a  sufficient  testimonial  remains  still  to  be 
given,  out  of  their  minutes ;  wherem  are  to  be  found 
(and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  for  ev^  remsdn)  the  remarks 
of  the  committee,  by  order  of  the  House,  on  the  pro- 
prietaries' instructions,  already  before  the  reader,  which 
contam  as  full  a  vindication  of  themselves  and  their 
conduct,  as  is  in  the  power  of  thoughts  and  words  to 
express;  and  consequentiy  as  full  an  exposition  of  the 
claims  and  demands  brought  against  them. 

Too  k)ng,  however,  is  this  performance,  to  be  given 
in  the  entire;  more  especially  in  the  close  of  so  long  a 
narration ;    and  too  significant  is  it  to  admit  of  any 
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abridgment;  to  the  Appendix,  therefore,  the  reader 
must  be  referred,  if  he  has  a  curiosity  to  *e  it ;  where 
it  is  lodged,  as  a  requisite,  without  which  neither  his 
entertainment  nor  his  information  could  be  complete.* 

It  will  suffice  to  say  in  this  place,  that  it  was  unani- 
mously approved  of^  and  agreed  to,  by  the  House ;  and 
that  the  House  was  unanimous  also  in  resolving,  ^'  that  it 
was  highly  necessary,  a  remonstrance  should  be  drawn 
up  and  sent  home,  setting  forth  the  true  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  representing  the  pernicious  consequences 
to  the  British  mterest,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
provmce,  if,  contrary  to  their  charters  and  laws,  they 
were  to  be  governed  by  proprietary  instructions.*' 

The  true  state  of  Pennsylvania  b  now  before  us.  It 
is  apparent,  the  assemblies  of  that  province  have  acted 
fix>m  the  beginning  09  the  defensive  only.  The  defen- 
sive is  what  every  man,  by  the  right  and  law  of  nature, 
is  entitled  to.  Jealousy  is  the  first  principle  of  defence ; 
if  men  were  not  to  suspect,  they  would  rarely,  if  ever, 
be  upon  their  guard.  Maugna  Charta  is  apparendy 
founded  upon  this  principle;  nay,  iHt>vides,  that  oppo- 
sition should  be  always  at  hand  to  confix)nt  and  obviate 
danger.'  Perm,  the  founder  of  the  colony,  founded  it 
upon..^czgna  Charta;  and,  as  we  have  seen,  the  birth- 
rights of  his  followers  were  rather  enlarged  than  di- 
minished by  his  institutions.  That  the  latter  part  of  his 
active  life,  therefore,  was  employed  in  undermining  his 
own  foundations,  only  serves  to  excite  our  concern, 
that  so  few  should  be  <^  a  piece  with  themselves,  and 
to  make  him  answerable  in  part  for  the  trespasses  of 
his  heirs. 


*  This  document,  entitled  « RtipoH  of  a  CammUUe  of  the  Auemhtf, 
SqpUmber  TQd^^  is  omitted  in  the  Appendix,  for  the  reasons  stated  ftbo? e^ 
(p.  383,)  where  referencee  to  it  may  be  found  —  Editob. 
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Fatally  verified,  however,  we  see,  both  there  and 
everywhere  else,  the  fietble  of  the  axe,  which,  having 
been  gratified  with  as  much  wood  only  as  would  serve 
it  for  a  handle,  became  immediately  the  instrument  to 
hew  down  the  forest,  root  and  branch,  fix>m  whence  it 
was  taken. 

It  is  as  apparent,  on  the  other  hand,  that  these  pro- 
prietaries have  acted  an  offensive  part ;  have  set  up  un- 
wairantable  claims ;  have  adhered  to  them  by  instruc- 
tions yet  more  unwarrantable;  have  availed  themsdves 
of  the  dangers  and  distresses  of  the  province,  and  made 
it  their  business  (at  least  their  deputies  have)  to  in- 
crease the  terrors  of  the  tunes,  purposely  to  unhinge 
the  present  system ;  and,  by  the  dkit  of  assumptions, 
snares,  menaces,  aspersions,  tumults,  and  every  other 
unfair  practice  whatsoever,  would  have  either  bullied  or 
wheedled  the  inhabitants  out  of  the  privileges  they 
were  bom  to;  nay,  they  have  actually  avowed  this  per- 
fidious purpose,  by  avowmg  and  dispersing  those  pam- 
phlets in  which  the  said  privileges  are  insolently,  wick- 
edly, and  foolishly  pronounced  repugnant  to  govern- 
ment, the  sources  of  confusion,  and  such  as,  having 
answered  the  great  end  of  causing  an  expeditious  set- 
dement,  for  which  alone  they  were  granted,  might  be 
resumed  at  pleasure,  as  incompatible  with  the  dictato- 
rial power  they  now  challenge,  and  would  fain  exercise. 

And,  this  being  the  truth,  the  plam  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  there  is  no  need  to  direct  the  censures 
of  the  public,  which,  on  proper  information,  are  al- 
ways sure  to  fall  in  the  right  place. 

The  parties  before  them  are  the  two  proprietaries  of 
a  province  and  the  provmce  itself.  And  who  or  what 
are  these  proprietaries?  In  the  provmce,  unsizeable 
subjects  and  unsufficient  lords.    At  home,  gentlemen, 
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it  is  true,  but  gendemen  so  very  private^  diat  in  the 
herd  of  gentry  they  are  hardly  to  be  found ;  not  in 
court,  not  in  o&cey  not  m  Parliament 

And  which  is  of  most  consequence  to  the  comma- 
nity,  whether  their  private  estate  shali  be  taxed,  at  the 
provmce  shall  be  saved  1 

Whether  these  two  private  gentlemeui  m  virtue  of 
their  absolute  proprietaryship,  shall  convert  so  many 
fellow-subjects,  bom  as  free  as  themselves,  into  vassals^ 
or  whedier  so  noble  and  useful  a  province  shall  for  ever 
remain  an  as^um  for  all  that  wish  to  remam  as  free  as 
the  inhabitants  o(  it  have,  hitherto,  made  a  shift  to  pre- 
serve themselves  t 

•^Sttb  jodice  Ik  est" 

What  part  the  offices  here  at  home  have  taken  in 
this  controversy,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  specify  when 
it  is  over ;  and  appeals  respectfully  made  argue  a  pre- 
sumption, that  right  win  be  done. 

But  one  circumstance  more,  therefore,  remains  to  be 
added  m  behalf  of  this  persecuted  province,  which  is 
the  testimonial  of  Commodore  Spry,  contamed  in  the 
followmg  extracts  from  two  of  his  letters  to  one  Mr. 
Lovell,  a  gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  him  com- 
municated to  the  Speaker  of  the  assembly,  to  wit ; 

«<Aiigast5tli»1756. 

^It  is  impossible  to  conceive  how  much  I  am  obliged 
to  the  gendemen  of  Pennsylvania  for  dieir  ready  con- 
currence m  supplying  his  Majestjr's  ships  in  North 
Am^ca  with  such  a  number  of  seamen,  at  their  gov- 
ernment's expense ;  and  I  must  entreat  you  to  make 
my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  your  Speaker, 
and  the  rest  cS  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  if 
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"Aogost  7th,  1756. 

"I  have  jomed  Mr.  HolmeSi  and  we  are  now  under 
sail,  with  a  fair  wmd,  for  Louisburg.  Last  night  a  ship 
luckQy  arrivedi  with  twenty-mne  seamen  more  from 
the  people  of  your  good  province.  God  bless  them ! 
I  shall  ever  gratefully  remember  and  acknowledge  it 
I  have  the  seamen  all  on  board  my  ovm  ship,  except 
four  that  are  sick  at  the  hospital" 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 

REPKE8BNTATI01I  OF  THE  AatBEMBlX  TO  THE  PROPRIETARIES, 
REQUESTING  THEM  TO  REAR  A  PROPORTIONARLE  PART  OF 
INDIAN  EXPENSES;  WITH  THE  PROPRIETARIES'  ANSWER, 
AND  THE  ASSEMBLY'S  REMARKS. 


TO  THB  HONORABLE    THOMAS    PBNN    AND    RICHABD    PENN,    PROPRIA 
BTARIB8    OF    THB    PROTINCE    OF    PBNN8TLTANIA,    d&C. 

THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSRSMBLY 

OF  THB  SAID  PROTINCE,  MET  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  THB  TWBlfTT-THIRD 
DAT  OF  THB  SIXTH  MONTH,  1751. 

Hat  IT  PLBA8B  THB  Pr<MPRIETARIB8  ; 

The  first  settlers  of  this  proFinoe  ananimousl  j  conourred  with 
joor  wortlij  fiitlier,  to  lay  the  Ibundatioo  of  their  settlements,  in 
doing  justice  to  the  native  Indians,  by  coining  among  them  as 
firiends,  upon  an  e^oitaUe  parchase  only.  This  soon  iqppeared  to 
be  the  best  and  safest  way  to  begin  the  infant  settlement,  by  the 
Feneration  and  lore  it  procured  fixMn  those  pec^e,  who  kindly  sup- 
plied the  wants  of  many,  then  destitute  of  the  necessaries  of  life ; 
and,  as  the  settlements  increased,  retired  to  make  room  for  their 
new  guests,  still  presenring  that  esteem  and  veneration,  which  had 
be^n  so  stroB|^y  impressed  upon  their  minds.  By  this  voluntary  re- 
treat, all  were  satisfied,  fer  there  was  room  enough  for  all ;  and  the 
good  iaith  so  oarefidly  kept  with  those,  who  were  nearest,  gave 
Uie  more  distant  Indian  nations  that  fiivorable  opinion  of  us,  which 
oar  continuing  to  act  on  the  same  principles  of  justice  hath  sup- 
ported to  thb  day.  They  entered  freely  into  our  alliance ;  they  be.- 
eame  the  guards  of  our  firontiers  against  the  French  and  French 
Indians,  by  oUiging  them  to  observe  a  neutrality  towards  us,  as  we 
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experienced  during  the  coarse  of  the  last  war ;  and  we  have  reaaon 
to  think  we  now  share  largely  in  their  affections.  Bat  this  beneft- 
cial  friendship  hath  neither  been  procured  nor  continued  without  a 
▼ery  great  expense  to  the  people  of  this  proTince,  especially  for  some 
years  past,  wherein  we  find  the  assemblies  opened  their  hands  libera 
ally  to  all  the  purposes  of  peace,  among  those  who  could  best,  under 
God,  preserve  our  distant  settlements  against  the  depredations  of  an 
active  and  powerful  enemy ;  without  strictly  inquiring,  at  that  time, 
how  far  the  pec^le  alone  ought  to  bear  the  burden  of  those  expenses. 
But  as  that  burden  became  yearly  more  and  more  heavy,  the  assem- 
blies were  naturally  led  to  request  the  assistance  of  the  proprietaries, 
and  we  hoped  an  application  so  apparently  reasonable  might  have 
their  approbation. 

We  are  therefore  much  concerned  to  receive  an  answer,  so  differ- 
ent from  our  expectations,  in  which  the  proprietaries  are  pleased  to 
say,  "  that  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  under  any  obligation  to 
contribute  to  Indian  or  any  other  public  expenses,  even  though  taxes 
were  laid  on  the  people  for  the  charges  of  government ;  but,  as  there 
is  not  one  shilling  levied  on  the  people  for  that  service,  there  is  the 
less  reason  for  asking  any  thing  of  them.  Notwithstanding  which, 
they  have  charged  themselves  with  paying  to  the  interpreter  much 
more  than  could  be  due  to  him  on  any  treaties  for  land,  and  are  at 
this  time  at  the  expense  of  maintaining  his  son,  with  a  tutor,  in  the 
Indian  country,  to  learn  their  language  and  customs  for  the  service 
of  the  province,  as  well  as  of  sundry  other  charges  on  Indian  affairs. 
That  they  have  been  at  considerable  expense  for  the  service  of  the 
province,  both  in  England  and  here ;  that  they  purchase  the  land 
from  the  Indians,  and  pay  them  for  it ;  and  that  they  are  under  no 
greater  obligation  to  contribute  to  the  public  charges,  than  any  other 
chief  governor  of  any  of  the  other  colonies." 

Upon  which  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  our  propri- 
etaries, that  the  preserving  a  good  understanding  with  the  Indians 
more  particularly  advances  the  interest  and  value  of  the  proprietary 
estate,  than  that  of  any  other  estate  in  the  province,  as  it  gives  the 
proprietaries  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  at  a  k>w  price,  and  selling 
at  high  rates,  great  tracts  of  land  on  the  frontiers,  which  would  oth- 
erwise be  impracticable.  That,  therefore,  though  they  may  eoor 
ceive  themwlves  under  no  obligation  by  law,  they  are  under  the 
much  stronger  obligations  of  natural  equity  and  justice  to  contri- 
bute to  the  expense  of  those  Indian  treaties  and  presents,  by  which 
that  good  understanding,  so  beneficial  to  them,  is  maintained.  That, 
although  formal  taxes  have  not  been  laid  in  this  province  daring 
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some  years  past,  for  the  support  of  the  proprietaries'  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  defraying  the  charges  of  Indian  treaties,  yet  the  in- 
terest of  our  paper  money  is  a  Tirtual  tax  on  the  people,  as  it  arises 
out  of,  and  is  paid  by,  their  labor,  and  our  excise  is  a  real  tax, 
yielding  about  three  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  which  is  princi- 
pally expended  in  those  services,  besides  the  tax  of  licenses  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  amounting  to  considerable  sums  yearly,  which  have  beea 
^appropriated  wholly  to  the  support  of  the  governor.  That  the  as- 
semblies of  this  province  have  always  paid  the  accounts  of  our  In- 
dian interpreter  for  his  public  services  to  his  full  satisfaction ;  and 
we  believe  future  assemblies  will  not  fail  to  do,  in  that  respect,  what 
may  reasonably  be  expected  from  them,  when  his  son  shall  be 
thought  qualified  to  succeed  him.  Nor  do  we  doubt  their  discharg- 
ing all  just  debts,  for  expenses  properly  chargeable  to  the  province, 
whether  made  here  or  in  England,  whenever  the  accounts  are  ex- 
hibited. We  are,  nevertheless,  thankful  to  our  proprietaries  for 
their  care  in  our  affairs,  and  their  endeavours  to  provide  a  well- 
qualified  successor  to  our  present  interpreter,  as  such  a  one  may  be 
of  service  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  private  interests  of  their 
family. 

We  would  further  entreat  our  proprietaries  to  consider,  that  their 
great  estate,  not  lying  in  Britain,  is  happily  exempt  from  the  burdens 
borne  by  their  feUow-subjects  there,  and  cannot,  by  any  law  of 
ours,  now  in  being,  be  taxed  here.  That,  therefore,  as  they  are  not 
obliged,  on  account  of  that  estate,  to  bear  any  part  of  the  charge  of 
any  war  the  British  nation  may  be  involved  in,  they  may  with  us 
more  freely  contribute  to  the  expense  of  preserving  peace,  especially 
on  the  borders  of  their  own  lands,  as  the  value  of  those  lands  so 
much  depends  upon  it. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  observe  to  our  proprietaries,  that  the  act 
forbidding  all  others  to  purchase  lands  of  the  natives  establishes  a 
monopoly  solely  in  their  favor ;  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  bear 
the  whole  charge  of  treaties  with  the  Indians  for  land  only,  as  they 
reap  the  whole  benefit.  And  that  their  paying  for  land  (bought,  ai> 
we  conceive,  much  the  cheaper  for  the  provincial  presents  accom- 
panying those  treaties),  which  land  they  sell  again  to  vast  advantage, 
18  not  a  satisfactory  reason  why  they  should  not  bear  a  part  of  the 
charge  of  such  other  treaties,  as  tend  to  the  common  welfare  and 
peace  of  the  province. 

Upon  the  whole,  since  the  proprietaries'  interests  are  so  constantly 
intermixed,  more  or  less,  with  those  of  the  province,  in  all  treaties 
with  our  Indian  allies  ;*  and  since  it  appears,  that  the  proprietaries 
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think  they  alreidy  pay  more  than  their  share,  and  the  people  (who 
have  disbursed  near  five  thousand  pounds  within  these  four  yean 
on  those  occasions)  think  they  pay  abundantly  too  mooh ;  we  ip 
prebend  that  the  surest  way  to  prevent  dissatis&ctkm  on  all  aidc^ 
will  be  to  fix  a  certain  proportion  of  the  charge  of  all  fiitore  proTiii» 
cial  treaties  with  the  Indians,  to  be  paid  by  the  proprietaries  aad 
province  respectively ;  and  this,  we  hope,  they  wiU  on  fiirther  ooii* 
^deration  agree  to,  not  only  as  it  b  in  itsdf  an  equitable  propooel, 
but  as  it  may  ieskd  io  preserve  that  union  and  hannooy  between  the 
proprietaries  and  people,  so  evidently  advantageous  to  both. 
Signed,  by  order  of  the  Honse, 

Isaac  Nobem,  SpnUter. 


THE  FROPRIETABIES'  ANSWER  TO  THE  FOfREOOmO  REPKISEIITJU 
HON  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

LAID  BBPORX  THX  BOUSXy  MAT  23d^  1753L 
GXNTLSMXN, 

1.  The  true  and  real  interest  of  the  peo|^  whom  you  represent 
is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  principal  object  of  our  concern;  we  ahaU, 
on  all  occasions,  show  them  that  we  have  it  constantly  in  view ;  we 
will  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  it,  at  the  expense  of  our 
own  private  fortunes,  whenever  it  appears  to  us  necessary ;  and,  in 
considering  the  matter  of  your  rejuresentatkm,  shall  endeavour  to 
act  such  a  part  as  would  be  thought  just,  by  persons  wholly  dinnter- 
ested,  both  with  regard  to  us  and  thcun. 

2.  That  the  representatives  of  the  people  are  not  so  disinterasted, 
seems  most  certain ;  wherefore,  supposing  they  saw  this  matter  in  a 
light  very  difoent  fi'om  that  in  which  it  a|^>ears  to  us,  and  that 
they  were  not  actuated  by  any  inclination  on  the  one  hand  to  op- 
pose our  interest,  or  on  the  other  to  influence  the  weaker  part  of  the 
electors  by  appearing  zealous  for  theirs  (which  we  would  trust  and 
hope  is  the  case),  yet  we  may  continue  to  differ  in  sentiments  firom 
them  on  the  necessity  of  the  desired  assistance,  without  being  liable 
to  any  imputation  of  neglecting  the  interest  of  the  province  in  the 
OfMBion  of  the  world. 

3.  After  we  had  ordered  our  governor  to  give  you  the  answer 
which  he  did,  to  your  former  applicationi  we  had  no  reason  to 
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eipeet  a  repetition  of  the  ^plication  directly  to  ovrsdves ;  as  yoQ 
night  wdl  suppoie  we  had  considered  the  matter  bef<Nre  we  had  re- 
tvned  oar  first  answer,  and  the  repeating  the  request  could  only 
produce  the  rq>eating  the  answer;  the  occasion  for  which  does  not 
appear  to  us.  It  is  posuble,  that  one  purpose  may  be,  in  order  to 
show,  more  publicly,  this  difference  in  opinion  between  us  and 
yourselves ;  and  if  that  was  e?er  intended,  it  will  be  convenient 
that  we  should  set  this  matter  in  a  dear  light,  (ahhough  it  may 
make  our  answer  Imiger  than  we  could  wish,)  that  the  true  state  of 
the  matter  may  appear. 

4.  We  did  not  ^ak  our  own  sentiments  only,  when  we  before 
said,  we  were  under  no  greater  oUigation  to  contribute  to  the  pub- 
He  charges  than  any  chief  governor  of  another  colony ;  that  was  the 
epmion  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  when,  upon  an  application  made  ta 
the  King,  by  many  considerable  inhabitaots  of  the  province,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  give  some  orders  for  their  defence,  the  coun- 
sel, em|Joy«d  by  the  agent  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  insisted, 
that,  if  any  such  preparations  were  necessary,  the  proprietaries 
ought  to  be  at  the  expense  of  them ;  but  their  Lordships  declared  it 
their  opinion,  that  we  were  not  oMiged  to  be  at  any  expense  of 
that  nature,  more  than  any  other  govemor-in-chief  of  the  King's 
colonies. 

5.  We  are  sensible,  that  our  honored  father,  in  the  first  settlement 
of  the  province,  and  at  all  times  after,  was  strictly  carefiil  to  do  juK 
tiee  to  the  Indians,  and  purchased  land  from  them  before  it  was  set* 
tied  ,*  but,  we  believe,  always  at  his  own  charge ;  at  least,  we  do 
not  find  a  single  instance  of  a  purchase  having  been  made  at  the 
expense  of  the  people.  So  that  what  share  they  had  in  such  pur- 
chases, we  are  at  a  loss  to  know,  other  than  the  benefits  and  con* 
veniences,  which  arose  firom  the  mutual  exchange  of  friendly  oflloes 
with  the  natives. 

6.  Had  the  necessary  publio  charges  amounted  to  more  than  the 
revenue  of  the  province,  and  a  general  tax  been  laid  on  the  people 
to  defray  the  same,  tiiere  might  then  have  been  some  color  to  desire 
that  we  should  contribute ;  but,  as  no  such  tax  has,  for  very  many 
years,  been  or  need  to  be  laid,  and  the  charge  of  govemmOTil 
amounts  to  little  more  than  the  one  half  of  the  common  and  ordi- 
nary revenue,  the  pressing  thus  unseasonably  for  our  contribution, 
appears,  we  ccmceivey  as  an  attempt  to  induce  the  weakest  of  the 
peq>le  to  imagine  yourselves  to  have  an  uncommon  regard  to  their 
interests,  and  to  be  therefore  the  most  proper  persons  to  be  con- 
tinued as  their  representatives.    And  the  matters,  which  might  the 
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rather  induce  as  8o  to  think,  are  the  sdemn  repetition  of  this  re- 
quest, and  treating  it  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  great  value  and  conse- 
quence ;  the  time  of  making  your  last  representation,  just  before  aa 
election ;  and  the  printing  the  report,  and  most  extraordinary  rescH 
lutions,  which  were  the  foundation  of  such  your  representation,  in 
your  votes,  long  before  your  address  could,  by  any  possibility,  come 
to  our  hands ;  which  are  such  matters  as  could  not  escape  our  ob» 
serration,  and  which  would  almost  persuade  us,  that  it  was  intend- 
ed as  an  address  to  the  people,  rather  than  to  us. 

7.  Wherefore,  on  this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  in- 
form the  people,  through  yourseWes,  their  representatives,  that  as, 
by  the  constitution,  our  consent  is  necessary  to  their  laws,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to  such  as  are  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  and  real  service  of  the  country ;  so  it  will 
tend  the  better  to  facilitate  the  several  matters,  which  must  be  trans- 
acted with  us,  for  their  representatives  to  show  a  regard  to  us  and 
our  interest ;  for,  considering  the  rank  which  the  crown  has  been 
pleased  to  give  us  in  Pennsylvania,  we  shall  expect  from  the  peo- 
ple's representatives,  on  all  occasions,  a  treatment  suitable  thereto; 
and  that,  whilst  we  desire  to  govern  the  province  according  to  law 
only,  they  should  be  as  careful  to  support  our  interests,  as  we  shall 
always  be  to  support  theirs. 

8.  We  are  truly  concerned,  that  you  lay  us  under  the  necessitj 
of  acquainting  the  public  with  the  state  of  the  revenue  of  the  prov- 
ince. You  have,  in  part,  done  it  already,  by  acknowledging  the 
amount  of  the  excise  to  be  three  thousand  pounds  a  year.  The 
interest  of  the  paper  money,  as  we  conceive,  is  more  than  that  sum, 
which  makes  the  common  revenue  of  the  province  above  six  thou- 
sand pounds  a  year;  the  annual  expense  of  government  for  a 
series  of  years  (including  Indian  charges)  amounts  to  little  more 
than  half  that  sum ;  the  interest  is  paid  by  people,  who,  no  doubt, 
find  greater  advantage  in  the  use  of  the  money  than  the  interest 
they  pay  for  it,  otherwise  they  would  not  be  so  solicitous  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  borrow  as  they  always  have  been.  That  interest  money, 
therefore,  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  be  called  a  tax  laid  on  the 
province,  or  a  burden  on  the  inhabitants.  The  excise  itself  is 
not  a  general  tax,  to  which  all  the  inhabitants  must  contribute,  as 
it  is  paid  by  such  only  who  buy  wine  and  spirituous  liquors,  under 
certain  quantities ;  so  that  many  people  pay  nothing  of  that  tax. 
Of  all  this  revedue,  about  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  have,  on  an 
average,  for  twenty  years  past  (and  great  part  of  that  time  during 
war),  been  expended  in  presents  to  the  Indians,  and  charges  on 
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tbeir  account;  which  we  cannot  conceive  to  be  a  large  sum,  in 
proportion  to  the  revenue  of  the  province,  for  so  great  and  impor- 
tant a  service  as  that  of  keeping  the  united  nations  of  Indians  in 
the  interest  of  Great  &itain.  We  believe  everj  disinterested  person 
will  think  the  sum  very  small,  and,  from  the  manner  of  its  being 
raised,  not  at  all  burdensome  to  the  people ;  besides  which,  had  not 
half  that  money  been  expended  on  those  accounts,  it  is  most  cer- 
tain all  the  same  excise  would  have  been  paid. 

9.  The  whole  sum  paid,  in  twenty  years,  for  Indian  services,  is 
not  more  than,  on  a  common  computation,  our  family  has  paid,  in 
the  same  time,  for  duties  and  excises  here,  for  the  support  of  his 
Majesty's  government ;  and  which  we  choose  to  mention,  in  answw 
to  that  part  of  your  representation,  wherein  you  unadvisedly  pub- 
lish to  the  world,  that  our  estate  in  America  is  exempted  from  the 
burdens  borne  by  our  fellow  subjects  in  Great  Britain ;  such  matter 
might  much  more  prq>erly  have  been  avoided ;  and  at  the  same 
time  that  we  show  you,  that  we  do  pay  all  other  taxes  here,  that  on 
land  only  excepted,  we  must  advise  you  U>  be  very  careful  not  to 
put  pe(^le  here  in  mind  of  that  single  exemption.  Several  proper 
sals  have  been  made  for  laying  taxes  on  North  America,  and  it  is 
most  easy  to  foresee,  that  the  self-same  act  of  Parliament,  that  shall 
lay  them  on  our,  will  also  lay  them  on  your  estates,  and  on  those 
of  youir  constituents. 

10.  We  cannot  allow  that  you  have  always  paid  your  into^eter 
to  his  satisfaction,  because  we  know  we  have  charged  ourselves 
with  gratifications  to  him,  when  the  assembly  has  refused  to  pay 
him  what  he  thought  his  services  deserved ;  and  we  make  no  doubt 
he  can  remember  such  instances.  However,  with  req>ect  to  any 
ejq>ense8  of  that  sort,  and  many  others  here,  we  entered  into  them 
without  any  expectatkm  of  being  repaid,  and  should  think  it  far  be- 
neath us  to  send  the  accounts  of  them  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  your  agent,  employed  by  yourselves,  might  do  for  the  exf 
penses  incurred  by  him.  What  we  might  reasonably  expect,  is,  a 
thankful  acceptance  of  our  endeavours  to  serve  the  public ;  and,  if 
you  do  not  think  prq>er  to  make  even  that  return,  we  shall,  nev- 
ertheless, be  fully  satisfied  with  the  consciousness  of  having  ren- 
dered the  province  all  the  services  in  our  power. 

11.  We  do  not  conceive  that  any  act  of  assembly  does,  or  can 
•stablish,  what  you  call  a  monopoly  in  us  for  the  purchase  of  lands; 
we  derive  no  right  or  property  firom  any  such  law.  It  is  under  the 
King's  royal  charter,  that  we  have  the  sole  right  to  make  such  pur- 
chases ;  and  it  is  under  that  same  charter,  that  every  settler  has  a 
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right,  through  us,  to  the  estate  he  possesses  in  the  province.  The 
act  itself,  which  you  seem  to  allude  to,  acknowledges  this  right  to 
be  so  granted  to  us  by  the  charter,  and  is  only  declaratory  thereof 
to  the  people,  advertising  them  of  a  certain  truth,  that  they  are  lia- 
ble, according  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  to  penalties  for  con- 
travening such  right. 

12.  Your  assertion,  that  treaties  for  land  are  made  at  tf  less  ex- 
pense to  us,  on  account  of  provincial  presents  being  given  at  the 
same  time,  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  founded  on  fact ;  the  last 
purchase  was  made  on  no  other  account  but  purely  to  save  the 
province  the  expense  of  making  another  present  to  some  Indians, 
who  came  down  after  the  time  that  the  principal  deputatbn  had  re- 
ceived the  presents  intended  for  the  whole,  and  were  on  their  return 
back ;  and  the  land  was  bought  very  dear  on  that  account  Other 
treaties  for  land  have  been  made  when  provmcial  presents  have  not 
been  given  ;  and  we  do  not,  or  ever  did,  desire,  that  the  inhabitants 
should  bear  any  part  of  the  expense  of  Indians,  who  came  down 
solely  at  our  request  to  consent  to  the  sale  of  lands,  unless  they 
stay  on  other  public  business  also ;  and,  whenever  they  have  come 
down  on  both  accounts,  we  are  sensible  the  expense  has  been  di- 
vided in  a  manner  very  favorable  to  the  public. 

13.  We  are  far  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing  to  any  public 
expense,  which  it  is  reasonable  we  should  bear  a  part  of,  although 
our  estate  is  not,  by  law,  liable  to  be  taxed.  As  we  already  have 
been,  so  we  doubt  not  we  always  shall  be,  at  a  far  greater  expense 
in  attending  the  affairs  of  the  province,  than  our  estate  could  be 
taxed  at,  if  all  the  estates  in  the  province  were  rated  to  the  public 
charges,  which  would  be  the  only  fair  way  of  establbhing  a  prq>or- 
tion.  If  we  were  willing  to  consent  to  any  such  matter,  the  value 
of  our  estate,  and  of  the  estates  of  all  the  inhabitants,  ought  to  be 
considered,  and  the  whde  expense  proportionaUy  laid  upon  the 
whole  value ;  in  which  case  you  would  find,  that  the  e3q>ense  which 
we  voluntarily  submit  to,  out  of  affection  to  the  inhabitants,  is  much 
more  than  such  our  proportion,  so  laid,  would  amount  to.  Besides 
these  genera]  expenses,  the  first  of  us  sent  cannon  at  his  own 
charge,  to  the  amount  of  above  four  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for 
the  defence  of  our  city  of  Philadelphia,  neglected  by  a  late  House 
of  Representatives ;  which,  alone,  is  such  a  sum  as  the  proportion 
of  a  tax  on  our  estate  would  not  in  many  years  amount  to.  And,  as 
this  is  the  case,  we  are  not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  agreement 
with  the  House  of  Representatives  for  payment  of  any  particular 
proportion  of  Indian  or  other  public  expenses,  but  shall  leave  it  tc 
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them  (to  whom  it  of  right  helongs)  to  provide  for  such  expenses  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  publie  service. 

14.  As  you  desire  to  appear  willing,  on  your  parts,  to  ease  your 
constituents  of  a  small  part  of  the  Indian  expense,  by  throwing  it 
upon  us,  we  shall,  on  our  part,  and  hereby  do,  recommend  it  to  you 
to  give  them  a  real  and  far  greater  relief,  by  taking  off  a  large 
share  of  that  only  tax  which  b  borne  by  them.  As  the  general  ex* 
pense  amounts  to  little  more  than  three  thousand  pounds  a  year,  we 
conceive  it  may  very  well  be  provided  for  out  of  the  interest  of  the 
paper  money,  and  one  half  of  the  present  excise ;  especially  if  we 
shall  be  induced,  from  the  state  of  your  trade  (which  we  e]q>ect  soon 
to  receive),  to  consent  to  an  increase  of  your  pvpex  currency.  This 
would  ease  the  inhabitants  of  about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
which  would  be  feh  by  many  of  them,  when  they  would  not  be 
sensible  of  the  trifle  you  propose  we  should  contribute  to  the  public 
expenses.  We  have  directed  the  governor  to  consent  to  such  a  law, 
when  you  shall  think  fit  to  present  it  to  him. 

15.  As  we  shall  ever,  in  the  first  place,  endeavour  to  promote  the 
real  interests  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  we  make  no 
doubt  of  preserving  a  union  and  harmony  between  us  and  them,  un- 
less men  of  warm  or  uneasy  spirits  should  unhappily  procure  them^ 
selves  to  be  elected  for  representatives,  and  should,  for  the  support- 
ing their  own  private  views,  or  interests,  influence  their  brethren, 
otherwise  honest  and  well  designing,  to  espouse  their  cause.  In 
such  case,  indeed,  disputes  may  arise,  wherein  we  shall  engage 
with  the  utmost  reluctance ;  but  even  then,  as  we  shall  make  the 
general  good  the  rule  of  our  actions,  we  shall,  on  all  such  occasions, 
if  ever  they  should  happen,  steadily,  and  without  wavering,  pursue 
measures  the  most  likely  to  conduce  to  that  good  end. 

16.  The  representatives  being  annually  chosen,  we  are  aware 
that  we  are  not  writing  now  to  the  same  persons,  who  sent  the  rep* 
resentation  to  us ;  the  persons  most  forward  to  push  on  a  measure 
(which,  from  the  answer  we  directed  our  governor  to  give  to  the 
former  ai^lication  he  was  desired  to  make  to  us,  must  be  sup- 
posed disagreeable)  may  not  now  be  in  the  House,  but  may  be  suc- 
ceeded by  nsore  prudent  persons,  returned  for  their  places,  who 
would  be  carefril  not  to  press  a  matter  too  far,  in  which  the  rights 
of  tbe  people  are  not  really  concerned ;  however,  the  ansvrer  we 
give  must  be  to  the  representation  sent  us.  And  we  desire,  in  any 
matter  of  the  like  nature,  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with  such 
an  answer  as  the  governor  may  have  orders  to  give  on  our  behalf 

Thoiias  Pbnn, 
Richard  Pknn. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  PROPRIETARIES'  ANSWER 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House,  joar  committee  have 
considered  the  representation  made  by  a  former  assembly  to  the  pro* 
prietaries,  concerning  Indian  affairs,  with  their  answer  delivered  to 
this  House ;  and,  since  all  further  application  to  the  prq>rietarie8  on 
the  subject  of  that  representation  is  now  forbidden,  and  they  aeem 
to  require  that  their  answer  should  be  put  on  the  minutes  of  assem- 
bly,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  representation,  not  hitherto  made 
public,  should  accompany  it,  with  such  of  the  following  remarks 
made  on  each  paragraph  of  the  said  answer,  as  the  House  shall 
think  proper. 

1.  On  the  first  paragraph  of  the  answer,  we  shall  just  obserre, 
that  the  declaration  it  contains  is  a  npble  one,  and  worthy  of  the 
rank  our  proprietaries  hold  among  us ;  we  only  wish,  that,  in  the 
present  case,  they  had  thought  fit  to  give  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  with 
which  it  is  made,  such  as  would  have  been  satisfactory  lo  others, 
since  our  assemblies  are  esteemed  interested  judges. 

%  The  insinuation,  in  the  second  paragraph,  as  if  the  assembly 
were  actuated  by  an  inclination  to  oppose  the  proprietary  interests, 
we  look  upon  to  be  injurious,  and  as  groundless  as  the  other  suppo* 
sition,  that  the  members  might  have  in  view  their  future  election, 
of  which  we  shall  take  further  notice  when  we  come  to  the  sixth 
paragraph,  where  it  is  again  repeated.  No  instance  can  be  given 
of  that  assembly's  opposing,  or  attempting  to  oppose,  the  proprie- 
tary interest.  It  rather  appears,  that  they  thought  they  were  con- 
sulting those  interests  in  the  very  point  in  question,  if  it  be  con- 
sistent with  the  proprietary  interest  to  have  a  good  understanding 
with  the  people;  since  the  representation  expressly  proposed  a 
method  of  preventing  misunderstandings  for  the  future. 

3.  In  the  third  paragraph,  the  representation  is  treated  as  a  mere 
repetition  of  a  former  application,  and  therefore  improper,  as  "  re- 
peating the  request  could  only  produce  the  repeating  the  answer;" 
but  the  representation  appears  to  your  committee  to  contain,  not 
only  a  repetition  of  the  request,  but  new  reasons  in  support  of  it, 
and  answers  to  such  as  had  been  given  for  refusing  it.  And  such 
a  repetition  of  an  application  we  think  justifiable  in  all  cases  ;*  ex- 
cept where  we  can  be  sure  that  the  first  thoughts  of  the  persons 
applied  to  are  infallibly  right,  or,  if  wrong,  that  they  are  incapable 
of  hearing  reason. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  opinion,  said  to  be  declared  by  the  Lords 
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of  Trade, ''  that  oar  proprietaries  were  no  more  obliged  to  contri- 
bate  to  public  charges,  than  any  other  go?ernor-in«chief  of  the 
King's  colonies ; "  your  committee  presume  to  suppose  their  Lord- 
ships could  only  mean,  that,  as  governor-in-chief,  the  prc^rietaries 
were  not  obliged  by  law ;  and  not,  that  as  proprietaries  they  were 
not  obliged  in  equity.  The  latter  is  the  point  at  present  in  dispute 
between  the  prc^rietaries  and  people  of  Pennsylvania,  though  in 
this  paragraph  evaded.  The  assembly  mention  no  otiier  obligation 
but  such  as,  in  their  (pinion,  arises  from  reason  and  justice ;  they 
humbly  submit  their  reasons  to  the  proprietaries'  consideration,  and, 
from  their  equity  only,  they  hope  a  compliance  with  the  request. 
The  position,  understood  as  the  proprietaries  would  understand  it, 
must  as  well  hold  good  among  the  governed  as  the  governors  of  the 
colonies ;  for,  should  the  wealthiest  inhabitant  say,  he  ought  to  pay 
DO  more  towards  public  charges  than  any  other  inhabitant,  he 
would  be  right,  considering  him  merely  as  an  inhabitant;  but  as  a> 
possessor  of  property,  he  would  be  wrong;  and  therefore  laws  are 
made,  obliging  such  as  would  not  otherwise  be  just,  to  pay  in  pro- 
portion to  their  substance. 

5.  The  fifth  paragraph  seems  intended  to  combat  an  assertion, 
that  the  purchases  firom  the  Indians  were  made  with  the  people's 
money.  As  we  find  no  such  assertion  in  the  representation,  we 
do  not  think  it  necessary  at  present  to  inquire  how  far,  or  in  what 
instances,  the  people  have  had  a  share  directly  or  indirectly  in  any 
such  purchases.  The  representation  only  intimates,  that  the  House 
conceived,  treaties  for  the  purchase  of  land  were  made  on  more 
reasonable  terms  to  the  proprietaries,  for  the  provincial  presents 
accompanying  such  treaties ;  and  that  this  was  an  additional  rea- 
son why  the  prq>rietaries  should  bear  a  pn^rtionable  part,  at 
least,  of  the  expense  of  such  presents ;  since,  besides  their  share 
of  "  the  common  benefits  and  conveniences,  which  arise  from  the 
mutual  exchange  of  fi'iendly  offices  with  the  Indians,"  they  reap 
a  particular  advantage  to  themselves,  and  that  a  very  considerable 
one.  This  reason  we  apprehend  is  not  answered  in  the  present 
paragraph ;  it  is  only  evaded,  by  changing  the  state  of  the  question. 
A  subtilty,  in  our  opinion,  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  proprie- 
taries and  chief  governors  of  a  province. 

6.  On  the  sixth  paragraph  we  would  observe,  that  the  request  to 
the  proprietaries,  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  bear  a  part  of 
Indian  expenses,  was  founded  on  the  supposed  equity  of  the  case ; 
and  that  they  would  consent  to  settle  the  proportion  to  be  paid  by 
them,  was  propoaed  as  a  means  of  preventing  dissatisfactions  be- 
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tween  them  and  the  people.  To  these  points,  this  paragraph  only 
answers,  that  the  people  are  able  enough  to  pay  these  eipenaes 
without  the  assistance  of  the  proprietaries.  This  likewise  seems  to 
be  starting  a  new  question,  and  one  that  is  beside  the  present 
purpose ;  for  though  it  were  true,  that  the  people  are  able  to  pay, 
it  does  not  follow,  that  they  should  therefore  pay  unjustly,  nor  is  it 
likely  that  they  will  be  pleased  and  satisfied  with  so  doing,  for 
such  a  reason.  The  proprietaries  are  likewise  able  to  pay,  they 
have  reyenue  enough,  but  they  do  not  think  this  a  sufficient  rea> 
son  even  to  pay  a  part ;  why,  then,  should  it  be  thought  suffi- 
cient to  induce  us  to  pay  the  whole?  The  charge  contained  in 
this  paragraph,  '*  that  the  application  was  only  an  attempt  to  ii^ 
duce  the  weakest  of  the  people  to  imagine  the  House  had  an  un- 
common regard  to  their  interests,  and  were  therefore  the  most 
proper  persons  to  be  continued  their  representatives  at  the  ensuing 
•election,"  your  committee  think  an  absolute  mistake,  and  unsup- 
ported by  the  least  degree  of  probability.  For  there  had  not  been 
for  some  years,  nor  was  there  expected  to  be,  nor  has  there  since 
been,  any  contest  at  elections  between  the  proprietary  and  popular 
interests;  nor,  if  there  had,  would  it  have  been  necessary  to  take 
such  measures,  the  proprietaries  having,  of  late  years,  no  formidable 
share  of  the  people's  love  and  esteem.  Nor  was  the  supposed  ad* 
dress  in  fact  made  to  the  people ;  ibr  the  representation  has  never 
yet  been  published,  nor  were  the  votes  containing  those  resolutions 
published,  till  after  the  election  was  over.  Nor  is  the  situation  of 
an  aesembly^man  here  so  advantageous,  as  to  make  it  worth  his 
while  to  use'  artifice  for  procuring  a  reelectimi ;  for,  when  the  small- 
ness  of  the  allowance,  the  expense  of  living,  the  time  he  is  absent 
from  his  own  affiiirs,  and  other  inconveniences,  are  considered, 
none  will  suppose  he  can  be  a  gainer  by  serring  the  public  in  that 
station. 

7.  But  whether  assembly-men  may  or  may  not  expect  any  gainful 
advantages  from  that  station,  we  find  our  chief  governors  inform- 
ing us  in  pretty  plain  terms,  in  the  seventh  paragraph,  that  they 
themselves  are  not  without  such  expectations  from  theirs.  They  tell 
us,  "  their  consent  is  necessary  to  our  laws,  and  that  it  will  tend 
the  better  to  facilitate  the  matters,  which  must  be  transacted  with 
them,  for  the  representatives  to  show  a  regard  to  their  interest" 
That  is,  as  we  understand  it,  though  the  proprietaries  have  a  dep- 
uty here,  supported  by  the  province,  who  is  or  ought  to  be  fully 
empowered  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  country, 
yet,  before  we  can  obtain  such  laws,  we  must  facilitate  their  passage 
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by  paying  money  for  the  proprietaries^  which  they  oaght  to  pay, 
or  in  some  other  shape  make  it  their  particular  interest  to  paM 
them.  We  hope,  however,  that  if  this  practice  has  ever  been  be* 
gun,  it  will  never  be  continued  in  this  province ;  and  that,  since, 
as  this  very  paragraph  allows,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  such 
laws,  we  shall  be  always  able  to  obtain  them  from  the  goodness  of 
our  sovereign,  without  going  to  market  for  them  to  a  subject. 

Yet,  however  easy  it  may  be  to  understand  that  part  of  this  par* 
agraph  which  relates  to  the  proprietaries'  interest,  your  committee 
are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why,  in  the  other  part  of  it,  the  people  are 
to  be  acquainted,  "  that  the  crown  has  been  pleased  to  give  the 
proprietaries  a  rank,  and  that  they  expect  from  the  representatives  a 
treatment  suitable  thereto."  We  cannot  find  on  periling  the  repr^ 
sentation  in  question,  that  it  contains  any  treatment  unsuitable  to 
their  rank.  The  resolve  of  the  House  was,  that,  to  prevent  dissat* 
isfaction  on  all  sides,  they  should  be  requested,  in  the  most  reason* 
able  and  most  respectful  manner,  to  agree  upon  a  proportion  of  In- 
dian charges  to  be  paid  by  them  and  the  province  according  to 
justice ;  and  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  all  impartial 
persons,  whether  the  represenUtion  drawn  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
solve, was  not  both  reasonable  in  itself,  and  respectful  in  the  man- 
ner. It  was  not,  as  the  proprietaries  represent  it,  an  address  to 
the  public.  It  is  not  to  this  day  mTade  public.  It  was  a  private 
application  to  themselves,  transmitted  to  them  through  the  hands  of 
their  governor.  Their  true  interest  (which  they  will  always  find  to 
consist  in  just,  equitable,  and  generous  measures,  and  in  securing 
the  affections  of  their  people)  was  consulted  in  it ;  and  one  suitable 
means  proposed  to  obtain  that  end.  As  to  rank,  the  proprietaries 
may  remember,  that  the  crown  has  likewise  been  pleased  to  give  the 
assemblies  of  this  province  a  rank ;  a  rank  which  they  hold,  not  by 
hereditary  descent,  but  as  they  are  the  voluntary  choice  of  a  free 
people,  unbribed,  and  even  unsolicited.  But  they  are  sensible,  that 
true  respect  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  rank,  and  that  it  is 
only  from  a  course  of  action  suitable  to  that  rank  they  can  hope  to 
obtain  it. 

8.  Your  committee  are  quite  surprised  at  the  concern  the  pro- 
prietaries are  pleased  to  express,  in  their  eighth  paragraph,  on  their 
being,  as  they  say,  laid  under  a  necessity  of  acquainting  the  public 
with  the  state  of  the  revenue  of  the  province  ;  as  if  the  state  of  that 
revenue  had  ever  been  a  secret ;  when  it  is  well  known,  and  the 
proprietaries  themselves  know,  that  the  public  accounts  are  yearly 
settled,  stated,  printed,  and  published  by  the  assembly,  and  have 
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been  so  for  these  thirty  years  past  Whatever  priyate  reasons  the  pro- 
prietaries may  have  to  make  a  secret  of  their  revenue,  we  know  of 
none  to  make  one  of  the  revenue  of  the  province,  nor  has  it  ever 
been  attempted.  Their  following  observations,  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  our  taxes,  and  the  distinction  between  general  and  particu- 
lar taxes,  seem  to  your  committee  not  so  just  and  accurate  as  might 
be  expected;  for  we  cannot  conceive,  that  the  willingness  of 
people  to  subject  themselves  to  the  payment  of  interest  or  excise, 
by  taking  money  on  loan,  or  consuming  spirituous  liquors,  makes 
either  the  one  or  the  other  less  a  tax.  The  manner  of  laying  a 
tax,  the  easy  method  of  levying  it,  and  the  benefits  arismg  from  the 
disposition  of  it,  may  all  tend  to  induce  pec^le  to  pay  it  willingly ; 
yet  it  is  still  a  Vx.  And,  indeed,  all  taxes  ought,  upon  the  whole,  to 
produce  greater  good  to  a  people,  than  the  money  kept  in  their 
pockets  could  do ;  in  such  case,  taxes  are  no  burdens ;  but  other- 
wise, they  are.  Taxes,  seemingly  particular,  are  also  more  general 
than  they  are  often  supposed  to  be.  The  laboring  man  must  live ; 
excise  the  materials  of*  his  subsistence,  and  he  generally  finds 
means  to  get  more  for  his  labor.  # 

After  estimating  our  whole  present  revenue,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
same  for  twenty  years  past,  and  would  certainly  continue,  though 
the  proprietaries  know  it  depends  on  temporary  acts  near  e]q>iring, 
the  renewal  of  which  is  at  best  dubious,  they  conclude  that  four 
hundred  pounds  a  year  for  Indian  expenses  is  a  small  sum,  and 
that  we  are  under  no  necessity  of  being  frugal,  on  this  account,  of 
the  public  money.  This  four  hundred  a  year  is  the  sum  that  thej 
find  has  been  paid  on  an  average  for  twenty  years  past,  and  they 
take  no  notice  of  its  being  a  growing  charge,  and  that,  for  the  four 
last  years  before  the  representation,  it  amounted  to  near  twelve 
hundred  a  year,  which  we  conceive  disinterested  persons  will  think 
a  very  large  sum ;  and  although  the  same  excise  might  have  been 
raised,  if  not  half  that  money  had  been  expended,  it  does  not  seem 
to  us  to  follow,  that  the  proprietaries  ought  not  to  have  paid  their  just 
proportion  of  it.  If  the  sum  be  small,  their  proportion  of  it  must 
have  been  smaller ;  and  the  money  so  saved  might  have  been  ap- 
plied to  some  other  use,  beneficial  to  the  public,  or  have  remained 
ready  in  the  treasury  for  any  emergency. 

9.  On  the  ninth  paragraph,  your  committee  will  only  observe,  that 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  do  likewise  pay  duties  and  excise  for 
the  support  of  his  Majesty's  government ;  and  other  taxes,  which, 
considering  their  ability,  are  perhaps  proportionably  equal  to  those 
paid  by  the  proprietary  family,  or  any  other  subjects  in  England. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


No.l.]     ASSEMBLY  AND  PROPRIETARIES.        549 

We  pay,  indeed,  as  mach  as  an  infant  colony  can  well  bear,  and  we 
hope  and  beliere  the  justice  of  a  British  Parliament  will  never  bnr^ 
den  as  with  more.  The  proprietaries'  exemption  was  not  published 
till  now  at  their  own  instance.  It  was  made  use  of  as  a  priyate 
motive  to  themselves  only,  in  the  representation. 

10.  On  inquiry,  we  have  reason  to  believe^  that  the  interpreter's 
bills  of  charge  against  the  province  have  always  been  allowed  and 
paid;  and, where  his  accounts  have  contuned  blank  articles  for 
his  services,  he  has  been  asked  what  would  satisfy  him,  and  the 
same  has  been  allowed.  We  suppose  the  instances  alluded  to, 
wherein  the  assembly  did  not  fully  satisfy  him,  must  have  been 
such  as  the  proprietaries  were  concerned  in  by  the  purchase  of 
lands,  and  a  part  might  accordingly  be  left  for  them  to  pay.  We 
believe  our  assemblies  always  have  been,  and  we  hope  always  will 
be,  ready  to  acknowledge  grateftdly  any  services  rendered  to  the 
public  by  the  proprietaries ;  and  not  merely  to  acknowledge  them, 
but  to  make  adequate  returns. 

11.  Whether  the  monopoly  of  lands,  in*  favor  of  the  proprietary, 
was  established  by  the  royal  grant,  or  by  act  of  assembly,  or  by 
both,  your  committee  do  not  think  it  material  at  this  time  to  dis- 
pute, since  the  reasoning  in  the  representation  remains  the  same, 
namely,  that  those,  in  whose  favor  such  monopoly  was  erected,  ought 
at  least  to  bear  a  part  of  the  expense  necessary  to  secure  them  the 
Ibll  benefit  of  it. 

12.  In  the  twelfth  paragraph,  three  things  appear  somewhat  ex* 
traordinary  to  your  committee.  1.  That  the  proprietaries  should 
deny,  that  treaties  for  land  are  made  at  less  expense  on  account  of 
provincial  presents  accompanying  them,  which  we  think  any  disin* 
terested  judge  would  at  least  allow  to  be  probable.  2.  That  they 
should  say  the  last  purchase  was  made  on  no  other  account,  but 
purely  to  save  the  province  the  expense  of  a  present ;  as  if  they 
had  no  occasion  to  purchase  more  land  of  the  Indians,  or  found  no 
advantage  in  it.  3.  That,  to  prove  such  purchases  were  not  the 
cheaper  on  account  of  provincial  presents  accompanying  them, 
they  should  give  an  instance  in  which,  they  themselves  say,  the 
purchase  was  the  dearer  for  want  of  such  presents.  If  purchases 
are  dearer  to  the  proprietaries  when  no  provincial  presents  accom- 
pany them,  does  not  this  clearly  confirm  the  assertion  of  the  assem- 
bly, that  they  are  the  cheaper  when  there  are  such  presents  ?  And 
does  it  not  prove  what  the  proprietaries  deny? 

13.  It  appears  by  their  thirteenth  paragraph,  that  the  proprietar 
ries  think  the  part  they  voluntarily  submit  to  bear,  and  expect 
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always  to  bear,  of  public  ezpenaes,  is  greater  than  their  proportion, 
eqoitably  laid,  would  amount  to.  If  this  be  so,  and  they  are,  as 
they  say,  *'  hi  from  desiring  to  avoid  contributing  to  any  public 
expense,  which  it  is  reasonable  they  should  bear  a  part  of,  although 
their  estate  is  not  by  law  liable  to  be  taxed ; "  your  committee  are 
at  a  loss  to  conceive,  why  they  should  reliise,  "  to  enter  into  any 
agreement  for  the  payment  of  any  particular  proportion  of  Indian 
or  other  public  expenses,"  when  such  agreement  might  save  them 
money,  and  is  proposed  to  prevent  dissatisfactions,  and  to  preserve 
union  and  harmony  between  them  and  the  people ;  unless  it  be  to 
show  their  utter  contempt  of  such  union  and  harmony,  and  bow 
much  they  are  above  valuing  the  people's  regard. 

The  charge  on  former  assemblies,  that  they  neglected  the  d^ 
fence  of  the  proprietaries'  city,  your  committee  cannot  but  think 
unkind,  when  it  b  known  to  the  world,  that  they  gave  many  thou- 
sand pounds  during  the  war  to  the  King's  use,  besides  paying  near 
three  thousand  pounds,  at  one  time,  to  make  good  the  damages  done 
to  the  masters  of  servants,  by  the  irregular  and  oppressive  proceed- 
ings of  the  proprietaries'  lieutenant ;  and  that  their  not  providing 
cannon  to  defend  the  city  was  not  from  neglect,  but  other  consider- 
ations set  forth  at  large  in  the  printed  proceedings  of  those  times, 
needless  now  to  be  repeated.  At  the  same  time,  it  may  be  remem- 
bered, that,  though  the  defence  of  the  proprietaries'  city,  as  they 
are  pleased  to  term  it,  by  batteries  of  cannon,  was  more  their  in- 
terest (we  will  not  say  duty)  than  any  other  person's  whatsoever, 
and  they  now  represent  it  as  a  thing  so  necessary,  yet  they  them- 
selves really  neglected  and  even  discouraged  it;  while  some  pri- 
Tate  gentlemen  gave  sums  nearly  equal  to  that  they  mention,  and 
many  contributed  vastly  more,  considering  their  circumstances,  by 
which  means  those  batteries  were  not  only  completed  in  season,  but 
the  defence  of  both  town  and  country  in  that  way  provided  for; 
whereas  this  boasted  assistance  of  four  hundred  pounds'  worth  of 
cannon,  was  sent,  like  Venetian  succours,  after  the  wars  were 
over.  Yet  we  doubt  not,  but  the  proprietary  who  sent  them  has 
long  since  had  the  thanks  of  those  who  received  them,  though  we 
cannot  learn,  that  they  ever  were  favored  with  any  from  him,  for 
what  they  did  and  expended  in  defence  of  his  share  of  the  prov- 
ince property. 

14.  The  fourteenth  paragraph  of  the  prq>rietarie8'  answer  seems 
calculated  merely  for  the  same  design,  with  which  they  charge  the 
representation,  namely,  to  amuse  the  weaker  part  of  the  people. 
If  they  are  really  disposed  to  favor  the  drinkers  of  spirituous  liquofa. 
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the  J  may  do  it  withoat  a  law,  by  instrocting  their  lieatenants  to 
abate  half  the  license  fees,  which  would  enable  the  retailers  to  sell 
proportionably  cheaper ;  or  to  refuse  licenses  to  more  than  half  the 
present  namber  of  public  houses,  which  might  prevent  the  ruin  of 
many  famUies,  and  the  great  increase  of  idleness,  drunkenness,  and 
other  immoralities,  among  us. 

15.  In  return  to  the  good  resolutions  expressed  by  the  propria 
taries  in  their  fifteenth  section,  your  committee  hope  that  future, 
as  well  as  past  assemblies,  will  likewise  endeavour  to  make  the  pub* 
lie  good  the  rule  of  their  actions,  and  upon  all  occasions  consult 
the  true  interest  and  honor  of  the  proprietary  family,  whatever  may 
be  the  sentiments  or  conduct  of  any  of  its  particular  branches.  To 
this  end,  we  think  the  honest  and  free  remarks  contained  in  this 
report,  may  be  more  conducive  than  a  thousand  flattering  addresses. 
And  we  hope,  that,  when  the  proprietaries  shall  think  fit  to  reconsid- 
er this  matter,  they  will  be  persuaded,  that  agreeing  to  an  equitable 
proportion  of  expense  will  be  a  good  means  of  taking  away  one 
handle  of  dissension  from  "  men  of  warm,  uneasy  spirits,  if  such 
should  ever  unhappily  procure  themselves  to  be  elected." 

16.  Yet,  if  the  proprietaries  are  really  desirous  of  preserving  a 
anion  and  harmony  between  themselves  and  this  people,  we  cannot 
but  be  surprised  at  their  last  paragraph,  whereby  they  endeavour  to 
cut  off  the  assembly's  access  to  them,  in  cases  where  the  answers 
received  fi-om  their  deputies  may  not  be  thought  agreeable  to  the 
public  good.  No  king  of  England,  as  we  can  remember,  has  ever 
taken  on  himself  such  state,  as  to  refuse  personal  applications  from 
the  meanest  of  his  subjects,  where  the  redress  of  a  grievance  could 
not  be  obtained  of  his  officers.  Even  sultans,  sophis,  and  other 
eastern  absolute  monarchs,  will,  it  is  said,  sometimes  sit  whole  days 
to  hear  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  their  very  slaves ;  and  are 
the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  become  too  great  to  be  addressed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  their  province?  If  they 
must  not  be  reasoned  with,  because  they  have  given  instructions, 
nor  their  deputy,  because  he  has  received  them,  our  meejings  and 
deliberations  are  henceforth  useless ;  we  have  only  to  know  their 
will,  and  to  obey. 

To  conclude,  if  this  province  must  be  at  more  than  two  thousand 
pounds  a  year  expense  to  support  a  proprietary's  deputy,  who  shall 
not  be  at  liberty  to  use  his  own  judgment  in  passing  laws,  (as  is  in- 
timated to  us  in  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  answer  we  have  been 
considering,)  but  the  assent  must  be  obtained  fit>m  chief  gover- 
nors, at  three  thousand  miles'  distance,  often  ignorant  or  misinformed 
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in  oar  affairs,  and  who  will  not  be  applied  to  or  reasoned  with  when 
they  have  given  instructions,  we  cannot  but  esteem  those  coloniee 
that  are  under  the  immediate  care  of  the  crown,  in  a  much  more 
eligible  situation ;  and  our  sincere  regard  for  the  memory  of  oar 
first  proprietary  must  make  us  apprehend  for  his  children,  that,  if 
they  follow  the  advice  of  Rehoboam's  counsellors,  they  will,  like 
him,  absolutely  lose,  at  least,  the  affections  of  their  people.  A 
loss,  which,  however  they  affect  to  despise  it,  will  be  found  of  more 
consequence  to  them,  than  they  seem  at  present  to  be  aware  of. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  House, 
by,  &c. 

September  IIM,  1753.* 


No.  n. 

THOMAS  PENN»S  ESTIMATE  OF  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  PROPRfE- 
TARY  ESTATE  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  proprietaries  have  for  a  long  series  of  years  made  a  great 
secret  of  the  value  of  their  estate  and  revenue.  By  accident,  the 
following  authentic  paper  is  fallen  into  our  hands,  and  will  serve  as 
a  ground-work  on  which  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  form  some 
idea  of  the  value  of  that  estate  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  a  copy  of 
an  original  paper  drawn  by  Mr.  Thomas  Penn  himself,  many  years 
ago,  and  endorsed,  "  My  estimate  of  the  Province,  T.  Penn." 

^^  ESTIMATE. 

Fmu^jU  ContMy. 

**  I.  Lands  granted  since  my  arrival  are  very  near 
270,000  acres,  of  which  not  10,000  have 
been  paid  for ;  more  than  of  old  grants  are 
remaining  unpaid ;  is    ......    .     £  41,850    0  0 

"2.  The  rent  on  the  said  grants  is  ^550  sterling  a 
year^  which,  at  twenty  years'  purchase,  and 
165  per  cent  exchange,  is 18,150    0  0 

''Carried  over  ;e 60,000    0  0 

•  Several  docmnents,  inserted  at  tins  place,  in  the  (list  edition  of  the 
^^ERtioriui  RevieiOf^  are  omitted, /or  reasons  heretofore  stated.  See 
above,  p.  383. — Editor. 
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PranfylTAi  cur. 

'<  Brought  oyer  J^  60,000    0  0 
"  3.  The  old  rent,  £430  n,  year  sterling,  at  ditto,  is      15^6    0  0 
*'  4.  Lands  granted  between  roll  and  the  first  article 
are  £  570  a  year  sterling,  which,  at  twenty 
years'  purchase,  and  165  per  cent,  is       .     .      I898IO    0  0 
'<5.  To  the  difference  between  jf  420  and  jf  570  for 
arrearages  of  rents  which  may  be  computed 
at  half  the  time  of  the  other  arrearages,  that 
is,  eleven  years,  at  165  per  cent      ....       2,732  10  0 
*'6,  Ferries   let   on   short  leases,  the  rents  being 

^40  a  year,  are  worth 1,000    0  0 

''  7.  Lands  settled  in  the  province,  for  which  no 

grants  are  yet  passed,  except  a  few  since 

the  above  account  was  taken,  not  less  than 

400,000  acres,  which,  at  £  15  lOs.  amounts  to     63,000    0  0 

"The  rent  at  an  halfpenny  an  acre  is  £833  6s.  Sd. 

a  year  sterling,  reckoned  as  above,  is    .     .     27,500    0  0 


;e  188,278  10  0 

^^MANOR  8. 

Perh. 

"  1.  Gonestogo,    65  m.  fr.  the  city,  13,400  ac.  at  £iO  5,360  0  0 

<<  2.  Gilbert's,       25                        3,200              70  2,240  0  0 

<' 3.  Springfield,   12                         1,600              75  l^iOO  0  0 

"4.  Highlands,    35                        2,500             30  750  0  0 

<<  5.  Spring-town,  37                       10,000             35  3,500  0  0 

<<  6.  Vincent's,     40                      20,000             35  7,000  0  0 

"7.  Richland's,   35                       10,000              15  1,500  0  0 
"  9.  About  twenty  tracts  in  the    several  counties, 

mostly  500  acres  each ;  reckoned  10,000  at  ;^40  4,000  0  0 

''  Springetsbury,                                               5  1,035  0  0 

«<  Q    I  On  the  north  side  of  the  town,                   30  1,500  0  0 

(  Back  of  the  said  land,               15              10  150  0  0 

"  9.  Lot  in  the  bank  at  the  north  end  of  the  town 

200  feet,  at;e3 .....'  600  0  0 

*'  10.  A  front  and  bank  lot  between  Vine  and  Sas- 
safras Street,  102  feet,  at^^O 612  0  0 

"  11.  Bank  lot  between  Cedar  and  Pine  Street,  204 

feet,  atjff3 612  0  0 

"Carried  over  j^ 218,337  10  0 
VOL.  in.                              70                     VV 
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Pemuylva.  cmr. 

<<  Brought  over  jf  218,337  10  0 
"  12.  Front  lot  on  the  side  of  Cedar  Street,  102  feet, 

ati:3 30600 

''  13.  Ditto  between  Cedar  and  Pine  Street,  160  feet, 

atrf2 320  0  0 

'*  14.  Bank  lot  between  same  streets,  40  feet,  at  ^2  80  0  0 

"  15.  Marsh  land  near  the  town,  600  acres,  at  £3       1,800  0  0 
<'  16.  Ditto,  200  acres,  at  Is.  sterling  rent,  and  165 

per  cent,  is       . 330  0  0 

'*  Lands  within  the  draft  of  the  town,  at  least 
500  acres,  250  nearest  Delaware,  at  ^  15 

per  acre 3,750  0  0 

250  nearest  Schuylkill,  at  £  10  per  acre    .       2,500  0  0 
'*  17.  Omitted. — Streiper's  tract  in  Bucks  county,  35 

miles,  5,000  acres,  at  ^25 1,250  0  0 

"  18.  The  rents  of  the  above  manors  and  lands,  being 
77,072  acres,  at  a  halfpenny  per  acre,  twenty 
years'  purchase,  and  165  per  cent  exchange,  is       5,298  12  0 

j^233,072  2  0 

**  The  government  to  be  calculated  at  no  less  than 
was  to  have  been  paid  for  it,  viz.  £  11,000  at 
165  per  cent,  is 18,150  0  0 

"  In  this  calculation  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  thirds 
reserved  on  the  bank  lots  (a  copy  of  the  pa- 
tents J.  Penn  has  by  him  to  show  the  nature 
of  them*  )  and  nine  tenths  of  the  province  re- 
mains undisposed  of. 

*'  Three  fifths  of  all  royal  mines  is  reserved  in  the 
grants,  and  in  all  grants  since  the  year  1732. 
One  fifth  part  of  all  other  mines,  delivered  at 
the  pit's  mouth  without  charge,  is  also  re- 
served. 

**  No  value  is  put  on  the  proprietor's  right  to  es- 
cheated lands;  and,  besides  these  advan- 
tages, several  offices  are  in  the  proprietor's 
gift  of  considerable  value. 

'*  Carried  over  jf  252,122  2  0 

*  By  these  patents,  at  the  end  of  fiffy  years,  the  proprietor  was  to  have 
one  third  of  the  value  of  the  lots,  and  the  buildings,  and  other  improve- 
ments erected  on  them«  ^ 
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ftnniylTs*  chit* 

''Brought over  ;e 252,122  2  0 
"  Register-general,  about  jf  200 
<'  NaTal  officer,  300 

"  Clerk  of  Philadelphia,       400 

« Chester,  300 

" Bucks,  200 

" Lancaster,  200 

"Besides  several  other  offices  of  less  value. 
These  are  only  guessed  at" 

The  above  paper  has  no  date,  but  by  sundry  circumstances  in  it, 
particularly  there  being  no  value  put  on  the  thirds  of  the  bank  lots, 
because  they  were  not  then  fallen  in  ;  and  by  the  valuation  put  on 
the  lands  (which  is  very  different  from  their  present  value),  it  must 
have  been  drawn  while  Mr.  Thomas  Penn  resided  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  probably  more  than  twenty  years  ago ;  since  which  time  a  vast 
addition  has  been  made  to  the  value  of  the  reserved  lands,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  land  has  been  disposed  of,  perhaps  equal  to  all 
preceding. 

We  must,  therefore,  add  to  the  above  sum  of  ^252,122  2  0 
the  following  articles,  viz. 

1.  For  the  increased  value  of  the  lands  of  the  Conesto- 

go  manor,  now  valued  at  £  400  per  hundred  acres, 
and  in  the  above  estimate  valued  only  at  £  40  per 
hundred,  the  said  increased  value  being  £  360  per 
hundred,  on  13,400  acres, 48,240  0  0 

2.  For  the  increased   value  of  Gilbert's  manor,  now 

worth  ^400  per  hundred  acres, 10,560  0  0 

3.  For  ditto  on  Springfield  manor,  now  worth  £500  per 

hundred  acres, 6,800  0  0 

4.  For  ditto  on  Highland's  manor,  now  worth  ;^350  per 

hundred  acres, 8,000  0  0 

5.  For  ditto  on  Springtown,  now  worth  £  400  per  hun- 

dred acres, 36,500  0  0 

6.  For  ditto  on  Vincent's  manor,  now  worth  ;^300  per 

hundred  acres, 53,000  0  0 

7.  For  ditto  on  Richland's,  now  worth  £  450  per  hun- 

dred acres,       43,500  0  0 


Carried  over  j^  458,722  2  0 
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PCDIiqilfSa  CUT* 

Brought  oyer  ;e  458,722  2  0 
9.  For  ditto  on  the  twenty  tracts,  now  worth  if  300  per 

hundred  acres, 26,000  0  0 

8.  For  ditto  on  Springetsbury,  d&c.  at  least       .    .  •      2,686  0  0 

9.  For  ditto  on  all  the  articles  of  lots  from  No.  9  to  14, 

being  trebled  in  value, 6,060  0  0 

16.  For  ditto  on  the  marsh  land,  now  worth  ;^20 

P«f  acre, 10,200  0  0 

16.  For  ditto  on  the  value  of  lands  within  the  draft  of 

the  town,  now  worth,  one  with  another,  £50  per 

acre,* ,    18,760  0  0 

17.  For  ditto  on  Streiper's  tract,  now  worth  ^^326  per 

hundred, 16,000  0  0 

[On  the  next  articles  for  the  reserved  rent,  and  the 
value  of  the  government,  we  add  no  advance.] 
For  the  thirds  of  the  bank  lots  and  improvements  on 
them,  as  they  fell  in  after  this  estimate  was  made ; 
reckoning  every  twenty  feet  of  ground  with  its  im- 
provements, one  with  another,  worth  ;^480,  the 
thirds  being  £  160  for  each  twenty  feet,    .    .     .    87,280  0  0 

673,697  2  0 


Carried  over  j&  673,697  2  0 


*  The  lots  of  land  within  the  plan  of  the  town  were  originally  prom- 
ised to  be  given  to  the  purchasers  of  land  in  the  country.  But  that  has 
been  long  since  discontinued ;  and  for  many  years  past  the  proprietor  has 
shut  the  office,  and  forbid  his  agents  even  to  stU  any  more  of  them ;  in- 
tending to  keep  them  all,  till  he  can  let  them  out  on  high  ground-rents, 
or  on  building-leases.  Five  hundred  acres  divided  into  house-lots,  and  dis- 
posed of  in  this  manner,  will  alone  make  a  vast  estate.  The  old  pro- 
prietor, likewise,  in  his  plan  of  the  city,  laid  out  five  large  squares,  one 
in  each  quarter,  and  one  in  the  centre  of  the  plan,  and  gave  the  same  to 
the  inhabitants  for  public  uses.  This  he  published  in  all  his  accounts  of 
the  country,  and  his  papers  of  invitation  and  encouragement  to  settlers ; 
but,  as  no  formal  deed  or  conveyance  of  those  squares  is  now  to  be  found, 
the  present  proprietor  has  resumed  them,  turned  them  again  into  private 
property,  that  the  number  of  his  lots  may  be  increased ;  and  his  smrreyor- 
general,  in  his  lately  published  plan  of  the  city,  has  concealed  all  those 
squares,  by  running  intended  streets  over  them.  A  proceeding  equally 
odious  to  the  people,  and  dishonorable  to  the  ftmily. 
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Broaght  over  £573,097  2  0 

Thus  far  for  the  present  nlue  of  what  was  then 
estimated ;  but  since  that  time  very  great  quantiF 
ties  of  land  have  been  sold,  and  several  new  map 
nors  laid  out  and  reserved ;  one  of  which,  viz.  that  ' 
of  Conedoguinet,  is  said  to  contain  30,000  acrea. 
The  quantity  sold  since  the  estimate  must  be  at 
least  equal  to  what  was  sold  before,  as  the  people 
are  doubled,  and  the  manors  probably  equal  in 
quantity ;  we  may  therefore  suppose,  that  a  fair 
estimate  of  the  lands  sold,  rents  and  manors  re* 
served,  and  new  towns  laid  out  into  lots,  since 
the  above  estimate,  would  be  at  least  equal  to 
it,  that  is,  another  tenth,  and  amount  also  to 
£673,097  25 573,097  2  0 

For  eight  of  these  nine  tenths  of  the  province  which 
were  not  disposed  of  at  the  time  of  making  the 
estimate;  note,  the  province  grant  to  William 
Penn  is  of  three  degrees  of  latitude  and  five  of 
longitude ;  each  degree  of  latitude  contains  09]^ 
statute  miles,  and  each  degree  of  longitude 
about  latitude  40,  contains  53  statute  miles ;  so 
the  dimension?  of  the  province  are  205  miles 
by  208 J,  which  gives  for  its  contents  55,252]^ 
square  miles,  or  thirty-five  millions,  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  thousand,  six  hundred  acres ; 
eight  tenths  of  this  quantity  is  28,299,280  acres, 
which,  at  £  15  lOs.  per  100  acres  (the  present 
selling  price),  is 4,384,888  8  0 

For  the  yearly  quit-rent  on  28,289,280  acres  at  a 
halfpenny  sterling  per  acre,  is  £  58,930  per  an- 
num, which,  at  105  per  cent  and  twenty  years' 
purchase,  is 1,856,484  0  0 

For  the  additional  value  on  one  tenth  part,  at  least, 
of  those  eight  tenths,  which,  being  picked  out  of 
the  best  of  the  landd  after  every  purchase  firom 
the  Indiaps,  before  any  private  person  is  allowed 
to  take  up  any,  and  kept  for  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  is  to  be  sold  at  a  medium  for  £  300  per 
100  acroB  advance ;  this,  on  2,828,928  acres,  is    8,480,784  0  0 


Carried  over  £  15,875,500  12  0 


ur* 
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PvoBiylTa*  eniT* 

Brought  oTer  £  15,875,500  12  0 

For  the  three  fifths  of  all  royal  mines,  and  one  fifth 
of  all  other  mines  resenred  to  these  lords  proprie- 
tors,  we  can  as  yet  estimate  no  sum,  and  must 
leave  it  a  blflnk  as  we  find  it ;  but  since,  in  the 
ridges  of  mountains  not  yet  settled,  some  very 
valuable  specimens  of  ores  have  been  Ibund  by 
travellers,  it  is  not  unlikely  this  article  may  in 
time  become  considerable  beyond  computation. 

For  the  oflices  we  shall  likewise  make  no  estimation, 
though  they  are  greatly  increased  in  number  and 
value,  with  the  increase  of  people ;  as  we  be- 
lieve the  proprietaries  do  not  raise  immediate 
moftey  fix>m  the  grants  of  those  offices  at  pres- 
ent, they  being  chiefly  disposed  of  to  bribe  or 
reward  their  partisans  and  favorites,  in  which 
however  they  may  find  their  account. 

For  the  escheats  we  likewise  add  nothing;  for, 
though  it  is  thought  a  valuable  article,  we  have  no 
information  on  which  we  can  form  any  judgment 
concerning  its  value ;  it  must  however  be  contin- 
ually increasing. 

There  is  another  article,  we  are  greatly  at  a  loss 
about,  which  is,  the  interest  of  money  arising  to 
the  proprietors  fi-om  securities  on  lands  possessed 
by  persons  unable  to  make  present  payment. 
These  pay,  not  only  quit-rent  for  the  land,  but 
interest  for  the  purchase  money.  This  interest* 
is  thought  to  be  a  very  considerable  income,  but 
we  cannot  estimate  it 

The  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  which  are  a 
distinct  territory  and  government  from  the  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania,  and  held  by  a  different 
title,  are  also  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  propri- 
etary estate ;  though  what  value  should  be  put 
on  the  same  is  at  present  difficult  to  say. 

Total,  in  Pennsylvania  currency,  £  15,875,500  12  0 
In  sterling,  about  Ten  Millions  I 

*  See  Fisher's  account  hereafter. 
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But,  on  the  whole,  it  appears  pretty  clearly,  that,  deducting  all 
the  aiticles  containing  the  valuation  of  lands  yet  unsold  and  un- 
appropriated within  their  patent,  and  the  manors  and  rents  to  he 
hereafter  reserved,  and  allowing  (or  any  small  over-valuations  in 
their  present  reserved  lands  and  incomes,  (though  it  is  thought  if 
any  be  it  will  not  be  found  to  exceed  the  under-valuation  in  other 
instances,)  there  cannot  remain  less  than  a  million  of  property 
which  they  now  at  this  time  have  in  Pennsylvania.    ' 

And  in  that  province  there  are  but  twenty  thousand  families,  to 
each  of  which,  one  with  another,  there  does  not  belong  more  than 
three  hundred  pounds  of  property,  if  so  much ;  which  multiplied 
by  twenty  thousand  gives  six  million  pounds  for  the  whole  proper- 
ty of  the  people  there. 

The  proprietaries  then  have  in  present  possession  a  property  there 
at  least  equal  to  one  sixth  of  that  of  the  people.  They  ought, 
therefore,  to  pay  the  same  proportion  of  the  taxes. 

That  the  reader  may  form  some  judgment  of  the  profits  made 
by  this  monopoly  of  land  in  America,  in  favor  of  the  Housb  or 
Penn,  we  shall  just  mention,  that  the  land  is  first  purchased  of  the 
Indians,  and  none  but  the  proprietors  are  allowed  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians  within  the  limits  of  their  grant ;  the  Indians  of  late  years 
have  somewhat  raised  their  price ;  and  for  the  last  great  purchase 
in  1754,  which  was  of  about  seven  millions  of  acres,  they  demand- 
ed (how  much  do  you  think  t )  no  less  than  two  thousand  dollars, 
amounting,  at  seven  and  sixpence  currency  each,  to  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds. 


The  land  so  bought  the  proprietor  has  the  modera- 
tion to  sell  (except  the  best  of  it  reserved  in 
manors  for  himself)  at  so  low  a  price  as  ^  15 
105.  per  hundred  acres,  which  will  produce    £  1,065,000  0  0 
Deduct  the  purchase  money  750  0  0 

Remains  Profit  1,064,250  0  0 
Besides  the  profit  of  a  tenth  of  the  seven  millions 
of  acres,  reserved  in  manors  to  be  sold  here- 
after at  an  advance  of  at  least  three  hundred 
pounds  per  hundred  acres,  2,100,000  0  0 

And  also  the  quit-rent  to  be  reserved  on  seven  mil- 
lions of  acres,  at  a  halfpenny  sterling  per  acre, 
£  14,583  65.  Qd.,  which,  at  165  per  cent  and 
twenty  years'  purchase,  is  worth 481,250  0  0 


Profit,  m  all  ^3,665,500  0  0 
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But,  the  Indian  council  at  Onondago  not  being  satbfied  with  the 
sale  of  so  much  land  at  once,  the  proprietors  have  since  been 
obliged  to  disgorge  a  part  of  the  hunting  country  they  had  not  paid 
for,  and  re-convey  the  same  to  the  Indians,  who,  when  they  are  dis- 
posed  to  sell  it,  may  possibly  demand  two  thousand  dollars  more, 
for  which  the  above  account  must  then  have  credit. 

One  would  think,  that  where  such  good  bargains  are  bought  of 
the  poor  natives,  there  should  be  no  occasion  for  fraudulent  art  to 
overreach  them,  in  order  to  take  more  than  is  granted ;  and  that 
if  a  war,  occasioned  by  such  injuries,  should  be  drawn  upon  the 
innocent  inhabitants,  those  who  were  the  cause  of  the  war,  if  they 
did  not,  as  in  justice  they  ought,  bear  the  whole  expense  of  it,  at 
least  they  would  not  refuse  to  bear  a  reasonable  part.  Whether 
this  has  ever  been  the  case  is  now  a  subject  of  public  inquiry. 

But  let  us  see  how  the  land  bought  in  such  lumping  pennyworths 
of  the  natives  by  the  monopolist,  is  huckstered  out  again  to  the 
King's  subjects.  To  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  this,  after  re- 
marking that  fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres  for  wild 
land,  is  three  times  dearer  than  the  proprietor  of  Maryland's  price, 
and  ten  times  dearer  than  his  Majesty's  lands  in  Virginia  and  Caro- 
lina, both  as  good  if  not  better  countries,  we  shall  present  him 
with  a  genuine  account,  stated  under  the  hand  of  the  prq;>rietor's 
receiveivgeneral,  obtained  with  great  difficulty  by  the  purchaser 
of  two  tracts  of  land,  some  time  after  he  had  paid  his  money ; 
when,  on  more  particular  consideration  of  the  sum  paid  compared 
with  the  quantity  bought,  he  imagined  he  had  paid  too  much. 
The  account  is  as  follows,  viz. 

"  John  Fisher  in  Right  of  Jacob  Job,  Dr. 

''  To  land,  423  acres  53  perches,  in  Pextang  township, 
Lancaster  County,  granted  to  said  Job,  by  warrant 

of  March  19th,  1742, ;^65  12  I 

'<  Interest  firom  1st  March,  1732,  to  19th  March,  1742, 

is  10  years  18  days,    .    , 39  11  2 

105    3  3 

"  19th  March,  1742,  paid    15    0  0 

90    3  3 

"  Interest  from   19th  March,  1742,  to  20th  February, 

1747,  is  4  years,  11  months,  1  day, 26  1111 

''Quit-rent  to  next  month  is  15  years,  £12  4$.  7d. 

sterling,  at  85  per  cent,     ....  ...      24    9  6 

141    4  8 
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"  John  Fisher  in  Right  of  Thomas  Cooper,  Dr. 

''  To  land,  268  acres  in  Pextang  township,  Lancaster 
County,  granted  hj  warrant  of  9th  January,  1743, 
to  said  Cooper, 41  10  9 

'*  Interest  from  1st  March,  1737,  to  9ih  January,  1743, 

is  5  years,  10  months,  8  days, 14  11  9 

56    2  6 
<'  19th  January,  1743,  paid        7  10  0 

48  12  6 

"  Interest  from  9th  January,  1743,  to  20th  February, 

1747,  is  4  years,  1  month,  11  days, 11  19  10 

'<  Quit-rent  to  next  month  is  10  years,   ^5  lis.  8c^. 

sterling,  at  85  per  cent, 10   6   7 

70  18  11 
20th  February,  1747. 

^141    4    8 
70  18  11 

212    3    7 

10    0  Transfer,  &c. 

212  13    7 

«  Philadelphia,  23d  February,  17^7. 
**  Received  of  John  Fisher  two  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  three 
shillings,  and  seven  pence,  in  full  for  423  acres  in  Pextang  town- 
ship, granted  by  warrant  of  19th  March,  1742,  to  Jacob  Job,  and 
for  268  acres  in  same  township,  by  warrant  of  9th  January,  1743,  to 
Thomas  Cooper,  both  in  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

£212    3  7 

10  0  fees 

212  13  7 

N.  B.  The  quit-rent  in  full  to  1st  March,  1747. 

"  For  the  Honorable  Proprietaries, 

^'Ltnford  Lardner,  Reedver-Oeneral" 

The  purchaser,  not  being  skilled  in  accounts,  but  amazed  at  the 
sum,  applied  to  a  friend  to  examine  this  account,  who  stated  it  over 
again  as  follows,  viz. 
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"  John  Fisher  in  the  Right  of  Jacob  Job,  Dr. 

1742.  **  To  423  acres,  50  perches  of  land,  in  Pex- 

19th  March.        tang,  County  Lancaster,  granted  to  said 

Job  bj  warrant  dated  this  day    .     .     .  ;£  65  12  1 
«  By  cash  paid  that  day     15    0  0 

50  12  1 
''To  interest  on  ^50  125.  Id.  from  the 
19th  March,  1742,  to  20th  February, 
1747,  bebg  four  years,  eleven  months, 

and  one  day, 14  18  9 

**  To  five  years'  quit-rent  for  said  land,  at 
one  half-penny  sterling  per  acre  per  an- 
num, viz.  from  March,  1742,  the  time 
the  land  was  surveyed  (for  quit-rent 
ought  not  to  be  paid  before)  to  March, 
1747,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ;^  4 
85.  id,  sterling,  at  eighty-five  per  cent, 
the  exchange  charged  in  the  account 
delivered, 859 


«'  20th  February,  1747.      Sum  due  on  Job's  right   ;^  73  16  7 

''  John  Fisher  in  the  Right  of  Thomas  Cooper,  Dr. 

1743.  "To  268  acres  of  land  in  Pextang  afore- 

9th  January.       said,  granted  said  Cooper  by  warrant 

this  day, jff41  10  9 

''  By  cash  paid  that  day        7  10  0 

"  9th  January,  1743,  balance  due  ;£  34    0  9 
"To  interest   on  ^34  Os.  9d.   from  9th 
January,  1743,  to  20th  February,  1747, 
being  four  years,  one  month,  and  elev- 
en days, 878 

"  To  four  years  and  two  months'  quit-rent 
for  said  lands,  viz.  from  January,  1743, 
to  the  1st  March,  1747,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  £2  6s.  6d.  sterling,  at 
eighty-five  per  cent, 4   7  2^ 

"  20th  February,  1747.     Sum  due  on  Cooper's  right  ^^46  15  7^ 
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"  In  February,  1747,  John  Fisher  obtained  a  proprietary  patent 
for  the  lands  above  mentioned.  But  by  the  accounts  then  exhibited 
to  him,  and  which  he  paid,  he  was  charged  on  Job's  right  one  hun« 
dred  and  forty-one  pounds,  four  shillings,  and  eight  pence,  which  is 
sixty-seven  pounds,  eight  shillings,  and  a  penny  more  than  the  above 
account ;  and  also  was  charged  on  Cooper's  right,  seventy  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings,  and  eleven  pence,  which  is  twenty-four  pounds, 
three  shillings,  and  three  pence  three  farthings  more  than  the  above 
account  of  Cooper's.  So  that,  by  the  two  accounts,  it  is  supposed 
he  has  paid  ninety-one  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  four  pence 
three  fmhings  more  than  could  legally  be  received  from  him. 

"  The  reasons  of  such  great  difference  in  the  accounts  are  as 
follow,  viz. 

"  1st.  That  interest  has  been  charged  on  the  consideration  money 
for  Job's  land,  for  ten  years  and  eighteen  days,  before  the  land  was 
surveyed. 

'<2d.  Thai  quit-rent  has  also  been  charged  for  that  time  at  85 
per  cent. 

"  3d.  That  the  principal  and  interest  to  the  time  of  warrant  and 
survey  were  added  together,  and  that  interest  was  charged  for  that 
total  to  the  time  the  patent  was  granted. 

"  4th.  That  interest  has  been  charged  on  the  consideration  money 
for  Co€{)er's  land,  for  five  years  ten  months  and  eight  days  before 
the  land  was  surveyed. 

"  5th.  That  quit-rent  has  also  been  charged  for  that  time  at  85 
per  cent. 

"  6th.  That  the  principal  and  interest  to  the  time  of  warrant  and 
survey  were  added,  and  interest  charged  for  that  total  to  the  time 
the  patent  was  granted,  which  is  compound  interest." 

To  these  remarks  of  the  accountant  we  shall  only  add,  that  the 
price  of  exchange  between  Philadelphia  and  London  is  not  fixed, 
but  rises  and  falls  according  to  the  demand  for  bills ;  that  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  charged  for  the  exchange  in  this  account,  is  the  high- 
est exchange  that  perhaps  was  ever  given  in  Pennsylvania,  occa- 
sioned by  some  particular  scarcity  of  bills  at  a  particular  time ; 
that  the  proprietor  himself  in  his  estimate  reckons  the  exchange  but 
at  sixty-five,  which  is  indeed  near  the  medium,  and  this  charge  is 
twenty  per  cent  above  it.  That  the  valuing  the  currency  of  the 
country  according  to  the  casual  rate  of  exchange  with  London  is  in 
itself  a  false  valuation,  the  currency  not  being  really  depreciated  in 
proportion  to  an  occasional  rise  of  exchange,  since  every  necessary  of 
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life  18  to  be  purchased  in  the  country,  and  every  article  of  expense 
defrayed  by  that  currency  (English  goods  only  excepted),  at  as  low 
rates  after  as  before  such  rise  of  exchange ;  that,  therefore,  the  pro- 
prietor's obliging  those  who  purchase  of  him  to  pay  their  rents  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  exchange  is  unjust,  the  rate  of  exchange  in- 
cluding withal  the  risk  and  freight  on  remitting  money  to  England ; 
and  is,  besides,  a  dangerous  practice,  as  the  great  sums  to  be  yearly 
remitted  to  him  put  it  in  the  power  of  his  own  agents  to  play  tricks 
with  the  exchange  at  pleasure,  raise  it  at  the  time  of  year  when 
they  are  to  receive  the  rents,  by  buying  a  few  bills  at  a  high  price, 
and  afterwards  lower  it  by  refraining  to  buy  till  they  are  sold  more 
reasonably. 

By  this  account  of  the  receiver-general's,  it  appears  we  have 
omitted  two  other  articles  in  the  estimation  of  the  proprietary  estate, 
viz. 

For  the  quit-rents  of  lands  many  years  before  they  are 
granted  I *    • 

For  the  interest  of  the  purchase  money  many  years  be- 
fore the  purchases  are  made ! 

On  what  pretence  these  articles  of  charge  are  founded,  how  fkr 
they  may  be  extended,  and  what  they  may  amount  to,  is  beyond  our 
knowledge  ;  we  are,  therefore,  obliged  to  leave  them  Uank  till  we 
can  obtain  more  particular  information. 


No.  m. 


REFUTATION  OF  ANONYMOUS  ABUSES  PUBLISHED  AGAINST  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  PENNSYLVANU. 

Although  we  have  not  in  this  work  taken  particular  notice  of 
the  numerous  falsehoods  and  calumnies  which  were  continually 
thrown  out  against  the  assembly  and  people  of  Pennsylvania,  to  keep 
alive  the  prejudices  raised  by  the  arts  of  the  proprietary  and  his 
agents ;  yet,  as  we  think  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper  to  give  the 
reader  some  specimen  of  them,  we  shall  on  that  account,  and  as 
it  affords  additional  light  concerning  the  conduct  and  state  of  that 
province,  subjoin  a  paper  printed  and  published  here  in  September, 
1757,  by  a  gentleman,  who  had  the   best  opportunities  of  being 
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acquainted  with  the  trath  of  the  facts  he  relates.  Any  other  proof, 
indeed,  of  their  authenticity  can  scarce  be  thought  requisite,  when  it 
is  known,  that  since  that  time  no  one  has  ever  ofered  to  publish 
the  least  thing  in  contradiction;  although  before,  scarce  a  week 
elapsed  without  the  newspapers  furnishing  us  with  some  anonymous 
abuse  of  that  colony. 

''  To  the  Printer  of  The  Citizen,  or  General  Advertiser. 

"  Sir, 

**  In  your  paper  of  the  ninth  instant,  I  observe  the  following  par- 
agraph, namely ;  '  The  last  letters  from  Philadelphia  bring  accounts 
of  the  scalping  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  provinces  by  the  In- 
dians ;  at  the  same  time  the  disputes  between  the  governor  and  the 
assembly  are  carried  on  to  as  great  a  height  as  ever,  and  the  mes-. 
sages  sent  from  the  assembly  to  the  governor,  and  from  the  governor 
to  the  assembly,  are  expressed  in  terms  which  give  very  little  hopes 
of  a  reconciliation.  The  bill  to  raise  money  is  clogged,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  governor  from  giving  his  consent  to  it;  and  the  obstina* 
cy  of  the  Quakers  in  the  assembly  is  such,  that  they  will  in  no 
shape  alter  it ;  so  that,  while  the  enemy  is  in  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try, cavils  prevent  any  thing  being  done  for  its  reKef.  Mr.  Denny 
is  the  third  governor  with  whom  the  assembly  has  had  these  dis- 
putes within  a  few  years.' 

"  As  this  paragraph,  like  many  others  heretofore  published  in  the 
papers,  is  not  founded  in  truth,  but  calculated  to  prejudice  the  pub- 
lic against  the  Quakers  and  people  of  Pennsylvania,  you  are  desired 
to  do  that  injured  province  some  justice  in  publishing  the  following 
remarks ;  which  would  have  been  sent  you  sooner  had  the  paper 
come  sooner  to  my  hands. 

**  1.  That  the  scalping  of  the  frontier  inhabitants  by  the  Indians 
is  not  peculiar  to  Pennsylvania,  but  common  to  all  the  colonies  in 
proportion  as  their  frontiers  are  more  or  less  extended  and  exposed 
to  the  enemy.  That  the  colony  of  Virginia,  in  which  there  are 
very  few,  if  any,  Quakers,  and  none  in  the  assembly,  has  lost  more 
inhabitants  and  territory  by  the  war  than  Pennsylvania.  That  even 
the  colony  of  New  York,  with  all  its  own  forces,  and  a  great  body 
of  New  England  troops,  encamped  on  its  frontier,  and  the  regular 
army  under  Lord  Loudoun  posted  in  different  places,  has  not  been 
able  to  secure  its  inhabitants  from  scalping  by  the  Indians ;  who, 
coming  secretly  in  very  small  parties,  skulking  in  the  woods,  roust 
sometimes  have  it  in  their  power  to  surprise  and  destroy  travellers, 
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or  single  families  settled  in  scattered  plantations,  notwithstanding 
all  the  care  that  can  possibly  be  taken  by  any  government  for  their 
protection.  S^tinels  posted  round  an  army,  while  standing  on 
their  guard,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  are  often  killed  and  scalped 
by  Indians.  How  much  easier  must  it  be  for  such  an  enemy  to  de- 
stroy a  ploughman  at  work  in  his  field ! 

"  2.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania  are  not 
Quakers,  were  in  the  beginning  of  the  war  supplied  with  arms  and 
ammunition  by  the  assembly,  and  have  frequently  defei^ed  them- 
selves apd  repelled  the  enemy,  being  withheld  by  no  prmciple  from 
fighting ;  and  the  losses  they  have  suffered  were  owing  entirely  to 
their  situation,  and  the  loose,  scattered  manner  in  which  they  had 
settled  their  plantations  and  families  in  the  woods,  remote  firom  each 
other,  in  confidence  of  lasting  peace. 

''  3.  That  the  dilutes  between  the  late  and  present  governors 
and  the  assembly  of  Pennsylvania  were  occasioned  and  are  con- 
tinued chiefly  by  New  Instructions  from  the  proprietors  to  those 
governors,  forbidding  them  to  pass  any  laws  to  raise  money  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  unless  the  proprietary  estate,  or  much  the 
greatest  part  of  it  was  exempted  from  the  tax  to  be  raised  by  virtue 
of  such  laws,  and  other  clauses  inserted  in  them,  by  which  the 
privileges  long  enjoyed  by  the  people,  and  which  they  think  they 
have  a  right  to,  not  only  as  Pennsylvanians,  but  as  Englishmen, 
were  to  be  extorted  from  them,  under  their  present  distresses.  The 
Quakers,  who,  though  the  first  settlers,  are  now  but  a  small  part  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  were  concerned  in  these  disputes  only 
as  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  not  as  Quakes ;  and  all  the 
other  inhabitants  join  in  opposing  those  instructions,  and  c<mtend- 
ing  for  their  rights,  the  proprietary  officers  and  dependents  only  exr 
cepted,  with  a  few  of  such  as  they  can  influence. 

"  4  That,  though  some  Quakers  have  scruples  against  bearing 
arms,  they  have,  when  most  numerous  in  the  assembly,  granted 
large  sums  for  the  King's  use  (as  they  express  it),  which  have  been 
applied  to  the  defence  of  the  province ;  for  instance,  in  1755  and 
1756,  they  granted  the  sum  of  fifly-five  thousand  pounds  to  be 
raised  by  a  tax  on  estates  real  and  personal,  and  thirty  thousand 
pounds  to  be  raised  by  excise  on  spirituous  liquors ;  besides  near  ten 
thousand  pounds  in  flour,  6lc.  to  General  Braddock,  and  i(H'  cutting 
his  roads,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  to  General  Shirley  in  proris> 
ions  for  the  New  England  and  New  York  forces,  then  on  the 
fix>ntier8  of  New  York ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  government,  to  be  otharwise  provided  for,  were  greatly 
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and  necessarily  enhanced.  That,  however,  to  remove  all  pretence 
for  reflection  on  their  sect,  as  obstructing  military  measures  in  time 
of  war,  a  number  of  them  voluntarily  quitted  their  seats  in  assem- 
bly in  1756 ;  others  requested  their  friends  not  to  choose  them  in 
the  ensuing  election,  nor  did  any  of  that  profession  stand  as  candi- 
dates or  request  a  vote  for  themselves  at  that  election,  many  Quak- 
ers refusing  even  to  vote  at  all,  and  others  voting  lor  such  men  as 
would  and  did  make  a  considerable  majority  in  the  House,  who 
were  not  Quakers ;  and  yet  four  of  the  Quakers,  who  were  never- 
theless chosen,  refused  to  serve,  and  writs  were  issued  for  new  elec- 
tions, when  four  others,  not  Quakers,  were  chosen  in  their  places ; 
so  that  of  thirty-six  members,  the  number  of  which  the  House  con- 
sists, there  are  not  at  the  most  above  twelve  of  that  denomination, 
and  those  such  as  are  well  known  to  be  for  supporting  the  govern- 
ment in  defence  of  the  country,  but  are  too  few,  if  they  were 
against  such  a  measure,  to  prevent  it. 

*'  5.  That  the  bill  to  raise  money,  said,  in  the  above  article  of  news, 
to  be  '  so  clogged  as  to  prevent  the  governor  from  giving  his  assent,' 
was  drawn  in  the  same  form,  and  with  the  same  freedom  from  all  clogs, 
as  that  for  granting  sixty  thousand  pounds,  which  had  been  passed 
by  the  governor  in  1765,  and  received  the  royal  approbation ;  that 
the  real  clogs  or  obstructions  to  its  passing  were  not  in  the  bill,  but 
in  the  aborementiqned  proprietary  instructions;  that  the  governor 
having  long  refused  his  assent  to  the  bill,  did,  in  excuse  of  his  con- 
duct, on  Lord  Loudoun's  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  in  March  last, 
lay  his  reasons  before  his  Lordship,  who  was  pleased  to  communi- 
cate them  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  patiently  to 
hear  what  that  member  had  to  say  in  answer,  the  governor  himself 
being  present ;  and  that  his  Lordship  did  finally  declare  himself 
fully  satisfied  with  the  answers  made  to  those  reasons,  and  give  it  as 
his  opinion  to  the  governor,  that  he  ought  immediately  to  pass  the 
bill,  any  instructions  he  might  have  to  the  contrary  fVom  the  propri- 
etors notwithstanding;  which  the  governor  accordingly  complied 
with,  passed  the  bill  on  the  522d  of  March,  and  the  money,  being 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  service  of  the  current  year, 
has  been  ever  since  actually  expending  in  the  defence  of  the  prov- 
ince. So  that  the'^'whole  story  of  the  bill's  not  passing,  the  clogging 
of  the  bill  by  the  assembly,  and  the  obstinacy  of  the  Quakers 
preventing  its  passage,  is  absolutely  a  malicious  and  notorious 
falsehood. 

"  6.  The  assertion  of  the  news-writer,  <  that,  while  the  enemy  is 
in  the  heart  of  the  country,  carils  prevent  any  thing  being  done 
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ibr  its  relief/  is  so  far  from  being  true,  that,  Ist  The  enemj  is  not 
nor  ever  was  in  the  heart  of  the  coantry,  having  only  molested  the 
frontier  settlements  by  their  parties.  2dly.  More  is  done  for  the 
relief  and  defence  of  the  country,  without  any  assistance  from  the 
crown,  than  is  done  perhaps  by  any  other  colony  in  America ;  there 
having  been,  soon  after  the  war  broke  out,  the  following  forts 
erected  at  the  province  expense,  in  a  line  to  cover  the  frontier, 
namely,  Henshaw's  Fort  on  Delaware,  Fort  Hamilton,  Fort  Norris, 
Fort  Allen,  Fort  Franklin,  Fort  Lebanon,  Fort  William  Henry, 
Fort  Augusta,  Fort  Halifax,  Fort  Granville,  Fort  Shirley,  Fort  Lit- 
tleton, and  Shippensburg  Fort,  besides  several  smaller  stockades 
and  places  of  defence,  garrisoned  by  troops  in  the  pay  of  the  prov- 
ince ;  under  whose  protection  the  inhabitants,  who  at  first  aban- 
doned their  frontier  settlements,  returned  generally  to  their  habita- 
tions, and  many  yet  continue,  though  not  without  some  danger,  to 
cultivate  their  lands.  By  these  Pennsylvania  troops,  under  Colonel 
Armstrong,  the  greatest  blow  was  given  to  the  enemy  last  year  on 
the  Ohio,  that  they  have  received  during  the  war,  in  burning  and 
destroying  the  Indian  town  of  Kittanning,  and  killing  their  great 
Captain  Jacobs,  with  many  other  Indians,  and  recovering  a  number 
of  captives  of  their  own  and  the  neighbouring  provinces.  Besides 
the  garrisons  in  the  forts,  eleven  hundred  soldiers  are  maintained 
on  the  frontier  in  pay,  being  armed  and  accoutred,  by  the  province, 
as  ranging  companies.  And  at  Philadelphia  fifteen  iron  cannon, 
eighteen-pounders,  were  last  year  purchased  in  England  and  added 
to  the  fifty  they  had  before,  either  mounted  on  their  batteries,  or 
ready  to  be  mounted,  besides  a  train  of  artillery,  being  new  brass 
field-pieces,  twelve  and  six  pounders,  with  all  their  appurtenances  in 
extreme  good  order,  and  a  magazine  stored  with  ammunition,  a 
quantity  of  large  bomb-shells,  and  above  two  thousand  new  small 
arms  lately  procured,  exclusive  of  those  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
They  have  likewise  this  summer  fitted  out  a  twenty-gun  province 
ship  of  war,  to  scour  the  coast  of  privateers,  and  protect  the  trade 
of  that  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  which  is  more  than  any 
other  colony  to  the  southward  of  New  England  has  done.  Penn- 
sylvania also  by  its  situation  covers  the  greatest  part  of  New  Jersey, 
all  the  government  of  the  Delaware  Counties,  *knd  great  part  of 
Maryland,  fix>m  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  without  receiving 
any  contribution  from  those  colonies,  or  the  mother  country,  to- 
wards the  es^nse. 

"  The  above  are  facts,  consistent  with  the  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
scriber, who  but  lately  left  Philadelphia,  is  now  in  London,  is  not 
nor  ever  was  a  Quaker,  nor  writes  this  at  the  request  of  any  Qua- 
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ker  ;  bat  porelj  to  do  justice  to  a  province  and  people  of  late  fre- 
quently abased  in  nameless  papers  and  pamphlets  published  in  Eng- 
land. And  he  hereby  calls  upon  the  writer  of  that  article  of  news 
to  produce  the  letters  out  of  which,  he  says,  he  has  drawn  those 
calumnies  and  falsehoods,  or  to  take  the  shame  to  himself 

''William  Franklin. 
"  Pennsyhanta  Coffee^Hause,  London, 
"  September  mhy  1757." 

To  what  is  said  in  the  foregoing  letter,  concerning  Colonel  Arm- 
strong's expedition  to  Kittanning,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  for 
the  information  of  the  reader,  that  it  was  with  no  small  difficulty 
the  commissioners,  who  were  joined  with  the  governor  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  money  granted  for  the  war,  obtained  the  employ- 
ing a  part  of  the  provincial  forces  as  rangers.  They  repeatedly 
remonstrated  to  the  governor,  that  the  only  effectual  manner 
of  carrying  on  a  war  with  Indians  was  to  fight  them  in  their 
own  way,  that  is,  to  send  parties  frequently  into  the  Indian  country 
to  surprise  them  in  their  hunting  and  fishing,  destroy  their  corn- 
fields, burn  their  habitations,  and,  by  thus  continually  harassing 
them,  oblige  them  either  to  sue  for  peace,  or  retire  farther  into  the 
country.  The  experience  of  many  years'  Indian  war  in  New  Eng- 
land was  in  favor  of  this  measure.  The  governor  himself  could 
not  but  acknowledge  its  expediency. 

There  were  motives,  however,  which,  with  him,  outweighed  all 
other  considerations,  and  induced  him,  though  publicly  to  approve, 
yet  secretly  to  decline,  carrying  it  into  execution.  A  militia  law 
was  the  grand  object  he  had  in  view,  in  which  he  aimed  to  have  the 
sole  nomination  of  all  the  officers.  These  were  of  course  to  be 
proprietary  minions  and  dependents,  who,  by  means  of  their  power, 
were  to  awe  and  influence  the  elections,  and  make  a  change  in  the 
assembly ;  for  drafts  of  such  as  were  most  likely  to  give  opposi- 
tion might  easily  be  made  and  sent  to  garrison  the  firontier.  Should 
therefore  the  commissioners'  scheme  of  carrying  the  war  into  the  ene- 
my's country  be  attended  with  success,  and  a  stop  be  thereby  put  to 
their  fiiture  incursions,  the  governor's  main  pretext  for  a  militia 
(which  was,  the  enabling  him  to  defend  the  frontier,)  would  of  conse- 
quence have  no  longer  any  appearance  of  weight.  The  commis- 
sioners, notwithstanding,  obstinately  persevered  in  urging,  that  parties 
should  be  sent  out  in  the  manner  they  recommended.  The  gov- 
ernor was  at  length  obliged  to  consent,  and  give  orders  to  Colonel 
Armstrong  for  that  purpose.  Underhand  measures  seem,  however, 
to  have  been  taken  to  render  this  project  firuitless. 

VOL.  Ill,  72  vv* 
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Such  delays  were  given,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  march  of  the 
forces,  after  the  intention  of  the  undertaking  was  publiclj  known 
(which  by  the  by  was  to  have  been  kept  a  secret),  that  the  enemy 
might  easily  have  received  intelligence  of  our  designs ;  and,  more- 
over, such  a  considerable  number  of  men  were  added  to  the  party, 
as  rendered  it  highly  improbable  they  should  reach  the  place  of 
their  destination  undiscovered,  upon  which  depended  the  whole  of 
their  success.  By  great  good  luck,  they  nevertheless  unexpectedly 
arrived  at  Kittanning  and  succeeded  as  above.  Encouraged  by 
this  fortunate  event  of  their  first  attempt,  the  commissioners  earn- 
estly pressed  that  this  blow  might  be  followed  by  another  of  the 
same  kind,  so  that  the  enemy  might  be  kept  in  continual  appre- 
hensions of  danger.  But  these  encouragements  to  the  commission- 
ers, to  persist  in  their  plan  of  operations,  were  inducements  with 
the  new  governor,  as  they  had  been  with  his  predecessor,  to  evade  a 
compliance. 

The  darling  project  of  a  militia  law  was  of  more  consequence 
than  the  preservation  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  people,  with 
whom  he  had  no  natural  connexion.  And  the  result  is,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  commissioners  have  over  and  over  strenuously 
endeavoured  to  have  parties  of  rangers  sent  again  into  the  enemy's 
country,  they  have  never  since  been  able  to  prevail  with  the  gover- 
nor to  send  them.  On  the  contrary,*  though  they  could  furnish  ten 
parties  for  one  of  the  Indians,  the  forces  have  been  confined  within 
the  forts,  taught  regular  military  discipline  (which  is  in  fact  undis- 
ciplining  them  for  Indian  war),  and  allowed  to  do  scarce  any  thing 
but  garrison  duty.  In  the  mean  time  the  Indians  have  been  suf- 
fered to  come  down  between  the  forts,  murder  and  scalp  the  inhab- 
itants, and  burn  and  destroy  their  settlements,  with  impunity.  That 
a  militia,  had  the  governor  such  a  one  as  he  wishes,  could  not  pre- 
vent these  outrages,  is  obvious  to  every  man  of  common  understand- 
ing. Frequent  trials  of  this  have  been  made  in  Virginia,  and  other 
governments,  where  militias  have  been  long  in  use.  The  conse- 
quence of  which  was,  that,  after  the  governors  had,  upon  the  news 
of  any  incursions  of  the  enemy,  taken  the  inhabitants  from  their 
several  businesses  and  occupations  (oftentimes  farmers  in  the 
midst  of  harvest),  furnished  provisions  and  other  necessaries,  and 
marched  them,  at  a  great  expense,  to  the  place  attacked,  it  was 
found  that  the  enemy  were  fled,  and  perhaps  doing  mischief  in  an- 
other part  of  the  frontier,  at  fifty  or  an  hundred  miles'  distance.  The 
people  therefore  say  with  truth,  that  it  would  be  far  less  expensive 
and  inconvenient  to  them,  to  raise  and  pay  a  number  of  rangers  to 
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be  oontinnallj  employed  ia  that  senrice.  And  it  is  certain,  that, 
were  but  a  few  rangers  properly  employed,  they  would  be  more 
effectual  in  subduing  such  an  enemy,  than  all  the  militia  or  regular 
forces  on  the  continent  of  America.  The  sending  of  these  against 
scouting  parties  of  Indians,  being,  as  the  proverb  has  it,  "  setting 
a  cow  to  catch  a  hare." 


No.  IV. 

ACCOUNT  OP  SUNDRY  SUMS  OP  MONEY  PAID  BY  THE  PROVINCE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  HIS  MAJESTY'S  SERVICE,  SINCE  THE 
COMMENCEMENT  OF  HOSTILITIES  BY  THE  FRENCH  IN  NORTH 
AMERICA,  EXCLUSIVE  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONTINGENT  EX- 
PENSES OF  THE  GOVERNMENT,  WHICH  HAVE  FROM  THAT 
TIME  INCREASED  VERY  CONSIDERABLY. 

EXTRACTED    FROM  THE  JOURNALS   OF  THE  ASSEXBLT. 


1754    For  provisions  supplied  the  King's  forces 

and         under  the  command  of  General  Braddock, 

1755.        for  opening  and  clearing  a  road  towards  the 

Ohio,  and  for  establishing  a  post  between 

Winchester  in  Virginia  and  Philadelphia, 

for  the  use  of  the  army,  at  the  request  of 

the  said  general, £  8,195  14 

For  provisions  supplied  the  New  England, 
and    New    York   forces    under    General 

Johnson, 10,000    0 

For  clothing  sent  the  forces  under  General 

^  Shirley, 514  10 

For  presents  to  the  Six  Nations  and  other  In- 
dians in  alliance  with  th6  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  expenses  attending  two 
treaties  held  with  them  for  securing  them 
to  the  British  interest, 2,023    5 


Carried  over  ^20,733    9 
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Brought  oyer   £^,723    9    9 
For  maintenance  of  the  Ohio  and  other  west- 
ern  Indians,  who  had   taken   refuge   in 
Pennsylvania ;  French  deserters ;  soldiers' 
wives  belonging  to  Braddock's  army ;  arms 
and  ammunition  delivered  to  such  of  the 
frontier  inhabitants  as  were  not  able  to 
purchase  any  for  their  defence ;  relief  and 
support  of  sundry  of  said  inhabitants,  who 
were  driven  from  their  plantations  by  the 
enemy ;    and  for  expresses  and  other  pur- 
poses for  his  Majesty's  service,    ....      5,653  13    2 
[The  above  sums  were  paid  out  of  the  treasury 
and  loan-office,  and  by  money  borrowed  on 
the  credit  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  before 
the  governor  could  be  prevailed  on  to  pass 
any  bills  for  granting  an  aid  to  his  Majesty.] 

1756.  For  raising,  paying,  and  maintaining  forces  ; 

building  forts;  maintaining  and  treating 
with  the  King's  Indito  allies ;  support  of 
French  neutrals,  sent  from  Nova  Scotia ; 
billeting  and  supplying  with  necessaries 
the  King's  regular  forces;  and  other  pur- 
poses for  his  Majesty's  service,  as  recom- 
mended by  his  ministers.  [By  two  acts 
of  assembly,  <£  60,000  and  <£  30,000.]     .      90,000    0    0 

1757.  For  ditto  by  another  act  of  assembly,   .     .     100,000    0    0 

1758.  For  ditto  by  ditto.     [Note,  2,700  men  were 

raised  and  employed  this  year  in  his  Maj- 
esty's service,  by  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  pursuance  of  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt's 
letter.]      .    , 100,000    0    0 

For  support  of  a  ship  of  war  for  protection 
of  trade,  (by  a  duty  on  tonnage,  6lc.)  for 
a  six  months'  cruise, 6,425  15    0 

For  interest  paid  by  the  province  for  money 
borrowed  for  his  Majesty's  service  on  the 
credit  of  the  assembly ;  the  charges  at- 
tending the  printing  and  signing  the  paper 


Carried  over  ^322,812  17  11 
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Brought  over  ^322,812  17  11 

money,  and  collecting  and  paying  the  sev- 
eral taxes  granted  his  Majesty,  to  the  pro- 
vincial treasurer  and  trustees  of  the  loan- 
office,  with  their  and  the  provincial  com- 
missioner's allowances  for  their  trouble, 

may  at  least  be  estimated  at 5,000    0    0 

For  sundry  Indian  expenses,  omitted  in  the 

above, 38  13    0 


rf  327,851  10  11 

From  which  deduct  one  third  to  reduce  the 
sum  to  sterling  value,  an  English  shilling 
passing  for  Is.  6cL  in  Pennsylvania,     .     109,283  16  11 

Sterling  ;£  218,567  14    0 


No.  V. 

LETTER   FROM   MR  LOGAN    ON   THE   PROPRIETARY   RIGHT   TO 
THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  THREE  DELAWARE  COUNTIES. 

As  the  reader  may  possibly  be  curious  to  know,  whether  any 
similar  disputes  arose  between  the  proprietaries  and  the  several  as- 
semblies of  the  Territory,  or  Three  separated  Counties,  it  may  be 
proper  to  inform  him,  that  the  forbearances  of  these  gentlemen  in 
that  district  were  altogether  as  remarkable  as  their  assumptions  in 
the  province ;  and  to  refer  him  to  the  following  extract  of  a  genu* 
ine  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Logan's  to  one  Henry  Goldney,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  first  proprietary,  William  Penn,  for  a  solution  of 
all  doubts  concerning  the  difference. 

"PbUadelpbia,  9d  Month  the  ISlh,  1709. 
"Henry  Qoldnst, 
"  Esteemed  Friend, 
<<  I  was  favored  last  fall  with  thine  and  other  Friends'  answer  to 
mine  of  3d  month  last ;  the  contents  of  which  were  extremely  sat- 
isfactory, and,  on  my  part,  I  shall  not  be  wanting  to  discharge  my 
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dutj  to  the  utmost  of  mj  power ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  smce  the  pro- 
prietor has  several  times  mentioned  that  he  had  proposals  made  to 
him  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Susquehanna,  for 
which  he  had  an  offer  of  <£  5,000  sterling,  it  would  be  most  advis- 
able for  him  to  accept  of  any  such  terms,  that  so  he  may  speedily 
have  the  management  of  his  country  to  himself,  by  paying  the  debt 
there  which  he  has  contracted  upon  it ;  to  which  I  wish  thee  and 
his  other  good  friends  would  earnestly  press  him,  for  in  himself  I 
know  he  is  in  such  cases  somewhat  too  doubtful  and  backward. 

"  I  now  design,  through  the  greatest  confidence  in  thy  friendship 
both  to  him  and  me,  to  be  very  free  with  thee  in  an  affair  that 
nearly  concerns  him  and  this  country  in  general,  in  which  I  shall 
request  thee  to  exercise  thy  best  thoughts,  and,  according  to  the  re- 
sult of  these,  heartily  to  employ  the  necessary  endeavours.  The 
case  is  briefly  as  follows ; 

''  This  government  haa  consisted  of  two  parts ;  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Three  Lower  Counties  on  Delaware.  To  the 
first  the  proprietor  has  a  most  clear  and  undoubted  right,  both  for 
soil  and  government,  by  the  King's  letters  patent  or  royal  charter ; 
for  the  latter  he  has  much  less  to  show ;  for  the  soil  he  has  deeds 
of  feofment  from  the  Duke  of  York,  but  for  the  government  not 
so  much  as  is  necessary.  After  his  first  arrival,  however,  in  these 
parts,  he  prevdled  with  the  people  both  of  the  province  and  those 
counties  to  join  in  one  government  under  him,  according  to  the 
powers  of  the  King's  charter,  which  nevertheless  extended  to  the 
province  only,  and  so  they  continued,  not  without  many  fractions, 
till  after  the  time  of  his  last  departure,  when  some  disaffected  per- 
sons took  advantage  of  a  clanse,  which  he  had  unhappily  inserted 
in  a  charter  he  gave  the  people,  and  broke  off  entirely  from  those 
lower  counties ;  since  which  time  we  have  had  two  assemblies,  that 
of  the  province,  acting  by  a  safe  and  undisputed  power,  but  that  of 
the  other  counties  without  sufficient  (I  doubt)  to  justify  them.  Last 
fall  the  assembly  of  those  counties  took  occasion  to  inquire  into 
their  own  powers,  upon  a  design  to  set  new  measures  on  foot,  and 
have  sent  home  an  address  by  one  of  their  members,  Thomas 
Coutts's  brother,  who  is  to  negotiate  the  matter  with  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  the  ministry,  to  obtain  powers  to  some  person  or  other, 
who  the  dueen  may  think  fit  (though  Coutts  designs  it  for  himself), 
to  discharge  all  the  necessary  duties  of  government  over  them. 
This,  I  doubt,  will  give  the  proprietary  great  trouble ;  for  when  the 
Council  of  Trade  is  fully  apprized,  as  by  this  means  they  will  be, 
that  those  counties  are  entirely  disjoined  from  the  province,  it  is 
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probable  they  may  more  strictly  inquire  into  the  proprietor's  right 
"of  government  and  legislation  with  the  people  there ;  and  it  is  much 
to  be  feared,  that  they  may  advise  the  Clueen  to  dispose  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  those  parts  some  other  way,  which  would  be  exceeding- 
ly destructive  to  the  interest  of  the  province  in  general 

**  Upon  the  whole,  what  I  have  to  propose  is  this,  whether  it 
would  not  be  most  advisable  for  the  proprietor  to  consider  in  time 
what  measures  are  most  fit  for  him  to  take  for  his  own  and  the 
country's  interest,  before  the  blow  falls  so  heavy  that  it  may  prove 
difficult,  if  at  all  practicable,  for  him  to  ward  it  off;  whether,  there- 
fore, it  may  not  be  most  prudent  to  part  with  the  government  of 
both  province  and  lower  counties  together,  upon  the  best  terms  that 
can  be  obtained,  before  it  proves  too  late  for  him  to  procure  any. 
If  he  should  hold  the  government  of  the  province,  nay  even  of  the 
whole,  during  his  life,  he  will  never  gain  any  thing  by  it ;  and,  after 
his  decease,  it  will  be  lost,  or  at  least  be  put  out  of  the  hands  of 
Friends,  and  perhaps  withoat  any  previous  terms  at  all,  when  now 
he  may  be  capable  himself  to  negotiate  a  surrender,  both  to  his  own 
particular  interest,  and  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  profession;  but, 
whenever  this  is  done,  he  should  remember  our  present  lieutenant- 
governor,  who  will  be  a  sufferer  (I  fear,  at  best)  by  undertaking 
the  charge ;  and,  if  any  thing  fall  of  course  in  the  way,  I  wish  he 
would  not  quite  forget  an  old  trusty  servant  of  his,  who  has  been 
drudging  for  him  these  ten-'  years ;  (but  that  is  not  the  business.) 
This  I  thought  necessary  to  advise  thee  of,  considering  thee  as 
one  of  his  best  and  heartiest  friends,  and  desire  thee  to  communicate 
the  matter  to  such  others  as  may  be  most  serviceable,  but  by  no 
means  expose  this  letter,  for  I  would  have  that  kept  very  private. 

**  I  have  wrote  to  the  same  purpose  to  the  proprietary  himself  very 
fully  ;  but  finding,  by  long  experience,  how  little  it  avails  to  write 
to  himself  alone  of  matters  relating  to  his  own  interest,  I  now 
choose  this  method,  and  give  this  early  notice  before  the  addresses 
from  hence  shall  come  to  hand,  which,  with  the  address  already 
gone  from  the  lower  counties,  will  certainly  do  our  business, 
whether  the  proprietor  will  agree  to  it  or  not,  and  therefore  best 
take  time  while  it  offers.  I  shall  commit  this  to  thy  prudence  and 
dbcretion,  and  conclude, 

"  Thy  real  loving  friend. 

''Jambs  Logan.' 
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No.  VI. 

LIST  OF  THE   GOVERNORS,  DEPUTY-GOVERNORS,  AND  PRESI- 
DENTS OF  PENNSYLVANU. 

William  Penn,  Pr(^rietor,  acted  as  Goveraor  from  October,  1682, 
to  August,  1684. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  President,  from  August,  1684,  to  December,  1688. 

John  Blackwell,  Deputy-Governor,  from  December,  1688,  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1639-90. 

President  and  Council,  from  February,  1689-90,  to  April  26th, 
1693. 

Benjamin  Fletcher,  Governor,  from  April  26th,  to  June  3d,  1693. 

William  Markham,  Deputy-Governor,  from  June  3d,  1693,  to  De- 
cember, 1699. 

William  Penn  acted  again  as  Governor,  from  December  3d,  1699, 
to  November  Ist,  1701. 

Andrew  Hamilton,  Deputy-Governor,  from  November  Ist,  1701,  to 
February,  1702-3. 

President  and  Council,  from  February,  1702-3,  to  Febmarj, 
1703-4. 

John  Evans,  Deputy-Governor,  from  February,  1703-4,  to  Feb- 
ruary, 1708-9. 

Charles  Gookin,  Deputy-Governor,  from  March,  1708  -  9,  to  1717. 

Sir  William  Keith,  Deputy-Governor,  from  March,  1717,  to  June, 
1726. 

Patrick  Gordon,  Deputy-Governor,  from  June,  1726,  to  June,  1736, 

James  Logan,  President,  from  June,  1736,  to  June,  1738. 

George  Thomas,  Deputy-Governor,  from  June,  1738,  to  June,  1747. 

Anthony  Palmer,  President,  from  June  1747,  to  June,  1748. 

James  Hamilton,  Deputy-Governor,  from  June,  1748,  to  June,  1754. 

Robert  Hunter  Morris,  Deputy-Governor,  from  October,  1754,  to 
August  19th,  1756. 

William  Denny,  the  present  Deputy-Governor,  from  August  19th, 
1756. 


The  Royal  Charter  for  Pennsylvania  was  granted  March  4th, 
1681. 

The  King's  Declaration  or  Proclamation  of  the  said  Grant,  April 
2d,  1681. 
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The  Agreement  between  William  Penn  and  certain  Adventurers 
and  Purchasers,  entitled,  "Certain  Conditions  or  Concessions/' 
&c.,  was  signed  in  England,  July  11th,  1681. 

The  first  Frame  of  Qovemment  for  the  Province  was  made  in 
England,  April  2Sth,  1683w 

The  first  Laws  for  the  Province  were  agreed  iqpon  in  England, 
May  6th,  1682. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  for  Pennsylvania  was  signed  August 
21st,  1662. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  of  Feofment  of  Newcastle,  and 
twelve  miles  Circle,  to  William  Penn,  August  24th,  1682. 

The  Duke  of  York's  Deed  of  Feofinent  of  a  tract  of  land  twelve 
miles  south  fi'om  Newcastle  to  the  Whorekills,  to  William  Penn, 
August  24th,  1662. 

The  first  Assembly  held  in  the  Province  was  at  Chester,  De- 
cember 4th,  1682. 

The  Act  of  Union,  annexing  the  Delaware  Counties  to  the  Prov- 
ince, and  the  Act  of  Settlement,  containing  a  new  Frame  of  Gov- 
ernment, were  passed  December  6^  1682. 

Another  Frame  of  Government  was  passed  April  2d,  1683. 

And  another  Frame  of  Government,  November  7th,  1696. 

The  Charter  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia  passed  October  25th, 
1701. 

The  Charter  of  Privileges  for  the  Province,  being  the  present 
Frame  of  Government,  passed  October  28th,  170  L 


END  or  VOL.  UL 


VOL.  m.  73  WW 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


CONTENTS 


or 


VOLUME    SECONB. 


ESSAYS  ON  RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  SUBJECTS 
AND  THE  ECONOMY  OP  LIFE. 

Articles  of  Belief  and  Acts  of  Relipon        •      •      •      .  1 

Rules  for  a  Club  established  for  Mutual  ImproTameut     •  9 

The  Bjusy  Body        . 13 

"        «        No.  I. 14 

"       "       No.  II. 17 

«       "        No.  m 19 

"        «        No.  IV 23 

"       "        No.  V SO 

"        «*        No.  Vm.    ..      I      ....  88 
Dialogue   between   Philocles    and    Horaiao,   concembg 

Virtue  and  Pleasure 46 

A    Second  Dialogue  between  Philocles   nd   Horatio, 

concerning  Virtue  and  Pleasure         .       •  .51 

Public  Men 6T 

Self-Denial  not  the  Essence  of  Virtue         .       .       •       .68 

On  the  Usefulness  of  the  Mathematics      •      •  ■    .      •  66 

On  True  Happbess           70 

On  Discoveries .78 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VI  CONTENTS. 

The  Waste  of  Life 77 

Necessary  Hints  to  those  that  would  be  rich    •       •       .  80 
The  Way  to  make  Money  plenty  in  every  Man's  Pocket    •   82 

Rivabhip  in  Ahnanac-Making 83 

Rules  of  Health 86 

Advice  to  a  Young  Tradesman 87 

Plan  for  savmg  One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds           •  89 
The  Way  to  Wealth ;  being  a  Summary  of  the  Maxims 

and  Proverbs  m  Poor  Richard's  Almanac         .  92 

Observations  on  Mayz,  or  Indian  Com      «...  103 
Precautions  to  be  used    by  those    who  are  <- about  to 

undertake  a  Sea  Voyage 106 

Toleration  m  Old  England  and  New  England,    .       •       .112 

A  Parable  against  Persecution    •       .       .      •       •       •  118 

A  Parable  on  Brotherly  Love 123 

Sketch  of  an  English  School 125 

Observations  relative  to  the  Intentions   of  ^e  ori^nal 

Founders  of  the  Academy  in  Philade^hia  •       .  133 
Hints  for  Consideration  respecting  the  Orphan  School- 
House  in  Philadelphia 159 

Paper,  a  Poem     •      .          161 

BAGATELLES. 

The  Levee     . 164 

Proposed  New  Version  of  the  Bible         •      •      •      •  166 

Apologue 168 

To  Miss  Oeorgiana  Shipley,  on  the  Loss  of  her  Squirrel  170 

The  Art  of  procuring  Pleasant  Dreams     •       .       •       .  171 

The  Ephemera,  an  Emblem  of  Human  Life        .      •  177 

The  Whistle 180 

A  Petition  of  the  Left  Hand,  to  those  who  have  the 

Superintendency  of  Education      •       •      •       •  183 
The  Handsome  and  Deformed  L^           •      •      •      .185 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CONTENTS,  Vll 

Morab  of  Chess          187 

A  Tale 192 

An  Arabian  Tale 193 

Dialogue  between  Franklin  and  the  Gout         •       •       .194 

Tor  Madame  Helvetius,  at  Auteuil         .       •       •      •  201 

To  Madame  Helvetius          204 

An   Humble  Petition,  presented  to  Madame  Helvetius 

hj  her  Cats 214 

To  the  Abbe  de  la  Roche,  at  Auteuil 220 

To  tiie  Abb£  Morellet    ........  222 

An  Economical  Project 227 

The  Craven-Street  Gazette 233 

A  Letter  from  Chma 241 


ESSAYS  ON  GENERAL   POLITICS,  COMMERCE, 
AND  POLITICAL  ECONOMY. 

A  Modest  Inquiry  mto  the  Nature  and  Necessity  of  a 

Paper  Currency 263 

On  Government.     No.  1 278 

«  No.  II 282 

On  Freedom  of  Speech  and  the  Press         .       .       .      285 

Observations  concemmg  the  Increase  of  Mankind  and 

the  Peopling  of  Countries         •      .      .      .      .311 

Remarks  on  some  of  the  Forgoing  Observations,  showing 
particularly  the  Effects  which  Manners  have  on 
Population 321 

Remarks  on  Judge  Foster's  Argument  in  Favor  of  the 

Right  of  Impressing  Seamen 331 

Remarks    and    Facts  relative  to   the  American  Paper 

Money 340 

On  the  Price  of  Com,  and  Management  of  the  Poor      355 
On  Smugglmg,  and  its  Various  Species  *    •      •      •      .361 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


VHl  CONTENTS. 

Note  respecting  Trade  and  Manufactures        •      •      •  366 

On  the  Laboring  Poor 367 

Some  good  Whig  Principles 372 

Positions  to  be  exanuoedy  eoQc^ming  NatioBil  Wealth  .  373 

Flan  for  Benefitbg  distant  unprovided  Cooatries    .      •  377 

Concerning  the  Provision  made  in  China  against  Fambe  381 

Principles  of  Trade          .••.••..  383 

Reflections  on  Coin  in  general,  being  an  Appendix  to  i 

the  above  Essay        « 409 

Notions  concerning  Trade  and  Merchaola  •      .      .      .  418 

A  Thought  concembg  the  Sugar  Islands      •      •      .  419 

On  the  Paper  Money  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  .  421 
Comparison  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  m 

Regdrd  to  the  Basis  of  Credit  in  the  two  Countries  426 
Reflections  on  the  Augmentation  of  Wages,  which  will 

be    occasioned    in    Europe    by    the    American 

Revolution 435 

On  Luxury,  Idleness,  and  Industry 448 

Remarks  concerning  the  Savages  of  North  America  .  453 
The  Internal  State  of  America ;  beii^  a  true  Description 

of  the  Interest  and  Policy  of  that  vast  Continent  461 

Information  to  those  who  would  remove  to  America  467 

On  the  Criminal  Laws  and  the  Practice  of  Privateering  478 

Observations  on  War       ^ 487 

On    the    Elective    Franchises,    ei^joyed   by   ibe   amaU 

Boroughs  m  England 489 

Sir  Charles  Wyvill's  Answer  to  the  foregoing  Paper  492 

Militia  preferable  to  Regular  Troops         ....  494 

On  sending  Felons  to  America 495 

The  Retort  Courteous 498 

An  Account  of  the  Supremest  Court  of  Judicature  in 

Pennsj^vanta,  viz.  The  Court  of  the  Press    .  508 

Plan  for  Improving  the  Condition  of  the  Free  Blacks  .  513 
An    Address    to    the    Public ;    from  the   Pennsylvania 

Society  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Skvery, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


TTT' 


M 


*PI)is  \7olurT)e  is  li^e  gij!  of 


Presented 
Alcofe 


J' 


SMf 


■  oJAa 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


